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DORCHESTER COMPREHENSIVE COMMUNITY SURVEY PROJECT, FY94 SURVEY AND PLANNING 
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Methodology: BLC Dorchester Comprehensive Community Survey Project, 
FY94 Survey and Planning Grant. 


Approach to Field Work 


The first step in preparation for the Dorchester survey project field work was to study areas 
identified on base maps by past survey teams from the Boston Landmarks Commission and 
Boston University in order to understand the scope of the field work and to get a sense of 
the location of areas that had not been studied at all. The consultants spent 6 weeks in the 
field, studying 37 areas in Dorchester and Mattapan deemed potential historic districts or 
areas of architectural/historical interest by MHC/BLC staff. The consultants surveyed these 
areas by car and on foot. The survey team looked for guidance from the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission's Historic Properties Manual in determining area content and 
boundaries. Because of the enormous scope of this project , photography was scheduled 
for both before and after the fall of autumn leaves . The surveyors more or less agreed with 
the boundaries recommended by past survey teams, although a considerable amount of 
“fine tuning” was in order.In some cases boundary lines were expanded and elsewhere 
contracted to reflect the realities of the extant significant intact historic architectural fabric. 
The first step in studying an area was to determine and draw boundaries for each of the 37 
areas on Boston Redevelopment Authority base maps. Boundary lines were determined 
primarily by the realities of topography, historical development, location of major 
transportation corridors as well as visible concentrations of buildings of high design quality 
and intact historic fabric. Generally, lines were drawn from one intact, well designed 
“anchor” or “landmark building” to another. Typically, area boundaries were drawn to 
include the “core” historic resources. These core areas are generally buffered from areas of 
modern development, vacant lots, altered structures ,etc. by buildings of slightly lesser but 
nevertheless above average design quality. Architecturally significant properties that 
warrant individual documentation in a future survey project were identified on the working 
base maps by an asterisk (*). The historic architectural style was indicated on these 
properties as outlined on the base maps. If a property was composed of a material other 
than or in addition to wood, it was also noted on the base map. If a property was severely 
altered or in really poor condition or no longer extant, that was noted as well on the base 
maps by the notations “alt., “poor” and “X”’, respectively. Given the great numbers of 
significant historic structures in the Jones Hill, Savin Hill, Melville Park, Ashmont Hill, 
Carruth Street and Lower Mills East and West areas, a second look was taken during Phase 
IT in order to adequately account for the architecturally significant buildings of these 

areas. The working basemaps used by the consultants during the Phase I field work are on 
file at the BLC. 


The consultant devised special building recording forms for use in the field to record area 
buildings that were: of exceptional design quality, fine representatives of a particular style, 
early structures, unique building forms as well as well preserved examples of a particular 
building type.In some cases , severely altered buildings were surveyed and photographed 
because of later determination of historical significance.These forms were particularly 
useful in geographically extensive areas where significant historic resources were spread 
out among blocks of lesser quality buildings, or, conversely where there were large 
concentrations of resources of unusually high quality design/craftsmanship. In both cases 
the consultant was trying to record a variety of buildings to be discussed within the 
statement of architectural significance on the area forms. It would be too time consuming to 
complete these field forms for every single “starred” property on the base maps. A copy of 
the building recording form is included after the bibliography section of this report. These 
forms are on file with Ed Gordon, the lead consultant of the Dorchester survey project. 
The number of quality historic resources in Dorchester/Mattapan is high . The completed 
area forms will represent a starting point for the preparation of future National Register of 
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Historic Places Historic Districts. The consultants could not possibly record all of the 
historic properties of a given area on these field forms. 


The consultants ' original intention was to complete data sheets for commercial centers, 
those areas containing a large area of pre-1870 buildings, and those areas identified some 
time ago as having strong potential for National Register designation. Ideally, areas with 
strong potential for N.R. designation should have data sheets but in the case of areas such 
as Jones Hill, Ashmont Hill, Carruth Street, Melville/Wellesley Parks, Pleasant Street 
North the areas are so large that it was too time consuming to record all of their buildings 
on data sheets. It has been a major accomplishment just to get the research to levels 
adequate for the purposes of the Historical Narrative sections of the Area Forms. 
Ultimately, the consultants were unable to complete data sheets for the majority of study 
areas encompassed by this survey due to time and budget constraints. Area data sheets 
were compiled for the Boston Sanatorium, Mt. Bowdoin and Codman Square and these 
might serve as models for the creation of future area district data sheets. These area data 
sheets recorded the following: Historic Name of Resource, Address, Form/Style, Material, 
Aprox. Date, and Area Name and Area Form # . Area data sheets are useful in the case of 
commercial districts to provide a sense of the limits of the survey area and to get a sense of 
original usage via the historic name of the resource. In areas with a long development 
history over time, a district data sheet can pin point the location of resources dating from 
the formative, middle and later periods of development. 


Although data sheets could not be prepared for these target areas, address lists were 
prepared for all 37 area forms and submitted to the MHC and BLC with the survey final 
products. 


Areas such as Meeting House Hill, Pleasant Street North and St. Margaret's/Boston Street 
are areas that could benefit from more elevated levels of research. Ashmont Hill 's 
architectural description deserves much more time and thought than this writer was able to 
devote within the time frame of this project. The work of Edwin J. Lewis, Jr. and John A. 
Fox have only recently been explored by architectural historians, most notably, Douglass 
Shand Tucci. It would seem that more time should be devoted to historical research, 
particularly for areas that have received no or minimal research, than to the compilation of 
Area data sheets. Area data sheets seem to work best as a means of understanding “at a 
glance” the date and style range of properties represented in an area with a long 
development history. 


Maps 


Survey boundaries were drawn on both large scale BLC basemap and on more detailed 
BRA Assessors Maps , Series 12N-8E to 16N-12E) The latter maps show very detailed, 
lot by lot and building by building-with addresses in most cases. As previously mentioned, 
properties worthy of an MHC survey form were starred (*).The BRA Assessors Maps, 
Series 12N-8E to 16N-12 E were used as working maps during Phase I (the asterisk 
maps). Additionally, BRA Maps were used for the purposes of area data sheets because 
they indicate street addresses.The large scale BLC maps which do not indicate lot and 
building outlines or addresses were utilized for survey base maps. 


Approach to Research 


Since the commercial centers, institutional complexes and areas such as Ashmont Hill, 
Clam Point (Mill Street), Meeting House Hill, Savin Hill, Jones Hill, Port Norfolk, Lower 
Mills and Melville Park have been relatively well discussed in past N.R. nominations, area 
studies, neighborhood pamphlets, special anniversary newspaper editions, etc. it was 
deemed appropriate to focus the major portion of the research on less well documented 
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areas within Dorchester/Mattapan such as Crescent Avenue, Columbia Road/Erie Street, 
Quincy /Trull Streets, Franklin Field North, Virginia/Monadnock Streets, Wellington Hill, 
Savin Hill Flats,-in other words, roughly half of the 37 Areas. 


A.Listed below is a list of resources that were consulted for all of the areas. 


1. Sequence of maps/atlases for Dorchester/Mattapan from the early 19th century to the 
early 20th century. 


2. Street Listings book compiled by the city c.1910 (Boston Street Laying-out Dept.) 
which gives dates for when streets were set out and occasionally other comments on a 
particular street’s development, derivation of its name, etc. 


3. Secondary sources on Dorchester History-including the collected Dorchester Community 
News articles by Anthony Sammarco, that served to add color to the names, dates and 
square footage figures gleaned from maps, atlases and directories. 


4. The books and publications of Douglass Shand Tucci dealing with Dorchester's Gothic 
churches, architects, and development of areas such as Ashmont Hill, Carruth's Hill, Jones 
Hill and Melville Ave-Wellesley Park 


B. Listed below are resources consulted on an area by area basis: 


1. Boston Building Department “jackets” for construction date, architect, builder, 
information (begins around 1875) 


2. Suffolk and Norfolk County Plan Indexes and Books for a better understanding of street 
development-these plans often show estate houses before they were moved or taken down, 
early subdivision lines, outlines of the first houses on a street etc.-this is time consuming 
and was only completed for areas where very little was known about early development. 


3. BPL Fine Arts Dept. Files on Boston architects and buildings. 
4. 1869 Dorchester Tax Valuation 


The major research problem was the identification of original and/ or early owners and 
their occupations. Directory work was conducted for areas where very little had been 
previously known about owners at various stages in an area’s development. It was more 
feasible to determine the original or early owners of structures built at different, 
representative stages of an area’s development rather than identifying a series of owners for 
a particular property over time. We tried to reach an understanding on how to deal with the 
identification of historic property owners To a certain extent, this was a survey that relied 
on the well documented histories of churches,hospitals, banks, social clubs etc. to provide 
the substance of the historical narrative “write - ups”. Additionally the biographies of 
prominent people, priests, architects etc. were used to “flesh out” the historical significance 
of certain areas.We assembled readily available research materials that could be 
expeditiously gleaned for the sources of information necessary to adequately address the 
salient details of development in order to fulfill the Historical Narrative sections of the 
forms. A more detailed picture of these areas will emerge when National Register Historic 
District nominations are researched and written for these areas. It was difficult, given the 
sheer volume of historic resources in Dorchester/Mattapan to break new ground within the 
realm of primary historical research given the time frame of this project. Aproximately 20 
properties recieved deed work; properties in areas like Lower Mills West, Pleasant Street 
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North and St. Margaret's/Boston Street that were of interest as being among the earliest 
dwellings built in an area. 


Similarly, the architectural description of areas was addressed in a very selective and 
representative manner because of the sheer quantity of historic resources in Dorchester / 
Mattapan. 
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Repositories for the Dorchester Survey documentation 


The completed survey documentation, including forms, base map and final report for the 
Dorchester Survey are located at: 


1) The Boston Landmarks Commission, Department of the Environment, Boston City 
Hall, One City Hall Plaza, Boston , MA. Contact person: Maura Fitzpatrick, Asst. Director 
of Survey & Planning, Boston Landmarks Commission. 


2) The Massachusetts Historical Commission, 220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, 
Massachusetts 02150. Contact person: Kathy Broomer. 


3) Boston Public Library, Fine Arts Department, 666 Boylston Street, Boston, MA 02115 
Contact person: Janice Chadbourne. 
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Recommendations for Dorchester/ Mattapan Areas 


The recommendations are divided into two parts: those recommended for both National 
Register and Landmark Districts, and those recommended for both National Register and 
Architectural Conservation Districts. For boundaries of districts please see attached maps. 


National Register and Boston Landmarks Districts 
Ashmont Hill (Area EB) 


Qualifies as an architecturally distinguished neighborhood of Shingle, Queen Anne and 
Colonial Revival residences dating from c. 1870-1915. Several fine examples of the work 
of nationally significant Dorchester architects Edwin J. Lewis, Jr. and John A. Fox are 
represented within these boundaries. During the late 19th century, Ashmont Hill developed 
as a "rail road suburb" of well-to -do businessmen . Additionally, a genteel colony of 
artists took root on Ashmont Hill during the late Victorian era including the important 
American Impressionist Edmund Tarbell who lived at 24 Alban Street from 1886 until 
1906, photographer Chansonetta Stanley Emmons resided at 22 Harley Street , painter 
Frank Shapleigh summered at 16 Harley Street while architect Harrison Henry 
Atwood designed a home for his family at 61 Alban Street. This area satisfies criteria 
A and C of the National Register of Historic Places and might also be designated a Boston 
Landmarks district. 


Boston Sanatarium (Area EJ) 


Considered eligible as an early to mid-20th century consumptives hospital and sanatorium 
originally administrated by Boston City Hospital. Its 14 buildings are situated within a 
campus-like setting that previously had been part of a mid-19th century estate owned by 
former California Senator and Abraham Lincoln confidante John Conness (249 River 
Street). Architecturally, the buildings of the former Boston Sanatorium complex exhibit 
characteristics of the Italianate, Tudor Revival, Georgian Revival and Art Deco styles. The 
designs of these buildings were provided by Boston architectural firms such as Maginnes 
and Walsh, French and Hubbard and James H. Ritchie and Associates. This area satisfies 
criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places and might also be designated a 
Boston Landmarks district. 


Carruth Street/Peabody Square (Area EA) 


Considered eligible as architecturally / historically significant residential district with 
buildings dating from c. 1875 to 1915. Much of this area was carved from the estate of mid 
19th century Old Colony Railroad president Nathan Carruth. Covering the western slope of 
Carruth's Hill, this area was developed as an upscale "rail road suburb" during the late 
19th century by Nathan's son Herbert S. Carruth, a Metropolitan Parks Commissioner. 
This neighborhood is a showcase for the work of the leading Boston architects of the 
period, including Edwin J. Lewis (22 Carruth Street), W. Whitney Lewis (4 and 6 
Fairfax Street), A. Waren Gould (39 Carruth Street), Joseph Green (10 and 16 
Beaumont Street) and others. Additionally, William Grueby, a dominant figure in the 
history of the American Arts and Crafts movement lived at 3 Fairfax Street during the 
1890s. The architectural masterpiece of this area is Ralph Adams Cram's Gothic Revival 
All Saints' Church, an Episcopal church at 211 Ashmont Street built during the mid 
1890s from designs provided by Ralph Adams Cram. In addition to the church, this area 
includes the small node of architecturally distiguished buildings at Peabody Square 
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including , O'Brien's Market (1884), the Queen Anne commercial block gem at 1913- 
1911 Dorchester Avenue , the Edward Marsh Wheelwright -designed Ashmont Fire 
Station (1890) at 1911-1913 Ashmont Street and the Edwin J. Lewis, Jr.-designed 
Peabody Apartments (1896-97) at 197 Ashmont Street .This area satisfies criteria A 
and C of the National Register of Historic Places and might also be designated a Boston 
Landmarks district. 


Codman Square (Area EC) 


Considered eligible as an area that is an excellent case study in the development of a 
commercial/religious/municipal center within an emerging Boston street car suburb. 
Representing the geographical center of Dorchester, Codman Square was originally called 
Baker's Corners . Named Codman Square in 1848, in memory of the Rev. John Codman, 
the Federal style Second Church (1806, Congregational) where he preached for many 
years still stands at 600 Washington Street . This area also encompasses the Shingle 
Style Dorchester Baptist Church (1889-1892) at 670 Washington Street; the 
former Dorchester Women's Club (1892) at 40 Centre Street, a Colonial Revival 
club house designed by A. Warren Gould; the Classical Revival/ Georgian Revival 
Lithgow Building (1899, 620 Washington Street) designed by Joseph Green and City 
of Boston architect Charles Bateman's Classical Revial/Colonial Revival Codman 
Square Library (1904), now a health clinic. President John F. Kennedy's mother, Rose 
Fitzgerald Kennedy graduated from Dorchester High School (370 Talbot Avenue) 
in 1906. This Renaissance Revival yellow brick building had been completed five years 
earlier from designs provided by Hartwell , Richardson and Driver.This area satisfies 
criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places and might also be designated a 
Boston Landmarks district. 


Grove Hall (Area DN) 


Considered eligible for its architecturally impressive collection of masonry apartments 
dating from c.1895 to 1925. Bordering Blue Hill Avenue, Columbia Road and 
Washington Street, the extensive "wall" of brick and cast stone-trimmed apartment facades 
on the southwest side of Washington Street is particularly memorable. Good examples of 
turn -of- the- century apartment blocks include Renaisssance Revival buildings at 495 
Blue Hill Avenue (designed by Clarke G. Tyler ); 23 and 27 Washington Street 
(designed by Frederick A. Norcross) and 638 Blue Hill Avenue (built by A.J. Drisco). The 
side streets to the north and south of Columbia Road are lined with architecturally 
noteworthy single, two-family and three decker residences which include a pocket of mid- 
19th century two-family houses on Michigan Street ( including the Greek Revival/Italianate 
10/12 Michigan Street , the 1890s Queen Anne two -family houses of Seaver Street 
and the 1910s Tapestry Brick two- family houses of Pasadena Road.The towered 
Stick/Mansard residence at 81 Columbia Road is noteworthy as a rare surviving single 
family residence on a parkway built up with two family houses and apartment blocks after 
1890.This area has significant historical associations with Boston's early-mid 20th century 
Jewish Community , encompassing Adath Jeshuran (1906), the first synagogue of the 
Roxbury/Dorchester community at the corner of Blue Hill Avenue and Brunswick 
Street.This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places and 
might also be designated a Boston Landmarks district. 
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Jones Hill (Area DF) 


Considered eligible as hill-top enclave of commodious, well preserved Shingle, Queen 
Anne and Colonial Revival residences dating from c. 1870 to 1910. This area encompasses 
the work of architect/ builder Sylvester Parshly (17/19 Cushing Avenue), Henry J. 
Preston (15 Cushing Avenue), and Henry Vaughan, architect of St. Mary's 
Episcopal Church at 16 Cushing Avenue (1888). This area has significant historical 
associations with Samuel Downer , the inventor of Kerosene, (house demolished but 
Downer Street perpetuates his name); Joseph Houghton Chadwick (20 Cushing 
Avenue), the "Lead King " of Boston's Chadwick Lead Works; and, William Monroe 
Trotter (97 Sawyer Avenue) , early 20th century advocate for Afro-American civil 
rights , editor of the influential newspaper, The Guardian and co-founder, along with W. 
B. Dubois of the Niagra Movement , later the NAACP. This area satisfies criteria A and C 
of the National Register of Historic Places and might also be designated a Boston 
Landmarks district. 


Lower Mills West (Area EI) 


Lower Mills West qualifies as a remarkably intact area of Federal, Greek Revival and 
Italianate houses that were built for cabinet makers varnishers, planers and others 
associated with the furniture manufacturing and building trades . Additionally , a number of 
this neighborhood's residents were employees of the Bakers Chocolate Co., Stephen 
Badlam furniture manufactory, Crehore Playing Card manufactory and other commercial 
concems bordering the Neponset River. Although the small shops of these workers have 
dissapeared from house lots, modest dwellings with landscape features such as mature 
trees, ample lawns and granite gate posts provide a glimpse of a middle class artisan/factory 
workers quarter which evolved between the Revolutionary and Civil Wars. 
Architectural/historical highlights of this area include the c. late 18th century Pierce farm 
house at 1027 Washington Street; the Federal style 1066 Washington Street 
(c.1805), home to Anthony Otherman, founder of Methodism at Lower Mills; the early 
19th residence Federal/Greek Revival double house at 1061/1063 Washington Street, 
home of Edward Hutchinson Robbins Reynolds, an apprentice of the well-known cabinet 
maker Stephen Badlam and talented maker of Empire style furniture in his own right ; the c. 
1800 residence at 1133 Washington Street of Henry L. Pierce, owner of the Baker 
Chocolate Company ; the Italianate cottage at 12 Rugdale Street, home to cabinet maker 
Benjamin Adams and the Panel Brick Blue Hills Bank (1871) at Washington and 
Richmond Streets. 


Meeting House Hill (Area DL) 


Considered eligible as an area with an important collection of Federal style dwellings, 
pocket of Greek Revival farm houses (84, 90 Church Street) and enclave of 
substantial Italianate/Mansard (5 and 6 Percival Street), Queen Anne and Colonial 
Revival residences (bordering Potosi and Percival Streets). Dorchester Common and 
Vicinity retains the physical appearance of a 19th century New England town center with a 
green , Colonial Revival First Parish Church (late 1890s, ), Civil War Soldiers Monument 
(obelisk ,1867) and the Mather School (early 1900s) ). Additionally, two Meeting House 
Hill residences provide physical links with figures important within the annals of 
American Women's History, including, the Federal style hip -roofed house at 34 Adams 
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Street (1804) and the Italianate/Mansard Safford Blake house at 5 Percival Street (c. 
1870). The former housed Mrs. Saunders and Miss Beach's Academy from 1804- 
1846. The Academy achieved posthumous fame among 20th century antiquarians for the 
high quality of its female students' needlework. The latter was the home of Mary Jane 
Safford Blake,one of the first woman gynecologists and medical professors in the U.S. 
Additionally, this area has significant historical associations with mid -19th century 
Dorchester Catholicism . St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church, the vision of Father’Ronan, 
was deemed by skeptics as too expensive to build. St. Peters was, however, completed at 
Eaton Square in 1872 and is symbolic of the lessening of anti Catholic hostilities which had 
prevented the construction of a Catholic Church in Dorchester two decades earlier. St. 
Peter's represents the work of Patrick C. Keeley. This area satisfies criteria A and C of the 
National Register of Historic Places and might also be designated a Boston Landmarks 
district. 


Melville Avenue/Wellesley Park (Area DU) 


Considered eligible as an area of unusually ornate Stick, Queen Anne, Shingle and Colonial 
Revival residences. The domestic architecture of Boston City architect Arthur H. Vinal is 
show cased in the vicinity of the Allston/Melville Avenue intersection, including Vinal's 
own home at 35 Melville Avenue (1882). This area is noteworthy for its landscaped 
park "squares"; oval and eliptical lawns and median strips like Wellesley Park and 
Centervale Park, respectively which are surrounded by well-crafted Late Victorian era 
residences. Encompassed within its boundaries is the Greek Revival Dorchester Academy 
(1831) at 18 Lyndhurst Street. This area meets criteriaA and C of the National Register. 
Melville Ave/Wellesley Park might also qualify as a Boston Landmarks district. 


Pierce /Oakton (Area DZ) 


Considered eligible as pocket of well-preserved Italianate, Queen Anne, Craftsman and 
three-decker houses whose central focus is the Robert Pierce House; a mid 17th 
century two- and- one- half -story saltbox with an integral lean-to .Its first owner, Robert 
Pierce is said to have come to Dorchester on the ship Mary and John i n 1630. Members of 
the Pierce family lived in the Pierce House at 24 Oakton Street until 1968. Additionally, 
this area encompasses the former Daniel Harwood House at 20 Delmont Street, 
corer of Adams Street. Although missing its "hot house" and stables,this Italianate mansion 
provides a glimpse of the type of c. 1860 gentleman's estate that was once characteristic of 
Adams Street. Also noteworthy is the Federal Revival Thomas J. Kenny Elementary 
School at 20 Oakton Street, designed by John M. Gray in 1926. This area satisfies 
criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places and might also be designated a 
Boston Landmarks district. 


Savin Hill (Area DC) 


This area is noteworthy for its high quality housing stock . Savin Hill was the first landing 
place of the company of English settlers from the Mary and John as well as the site of the 
first permanent settlement in Dorchester in 1630. Isolated from the rest of Dorchester by 
highways, water and parkland, this area encompasses stylish and substantial residences 
dating from the mid -1840s (i.e. the Carpenter Gothic house at 19 Playstead Street) 
through the Civil War era (i.e.the Italianate/Mansard house at 231 Savin Hill Avenue) 
to the 1880s residence at 189 Grampian Way with its exotic blending of the Italianate, 
Stick and Queen Anne elements. Particularly noteworthy is the Downingesque Gothic 
Italianate double mansion of the Stark family at 252/254 Savin Hill Avenue (mid 
1870s).This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places and 
might also be designated a Boston Landmarks district. 
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11. Uphams Corner (Area DH) 


Upham's Corner encompasses an architecturally significant concentration of late 19th / 
early 20th century commercial, ecclesiastical and, to a lesser extent, residential structures. 
This area's buildings are overwhelmingly constructed of masonry materials and present the 
decidedly urban image of a small city's "downtown" or commercial district It is 
considered eligible as a National Register and Boston Landmark historic district by virtue 
of the consistent high design quality and cohesiveness of its historic structures. Known in 
the eighteenth century as Cemetery Corner, the oldest man-made site at Upham's Corner is 
Dorchester's North Burying Ground (1634). Upham's Corner was named after Amos 
Upham (1788-1879), a merchant who kept a dry goods store in the square for many years 
;the store's site is occupied by the 1890s Columbia Square Building at 578 -588 
Columbia Road). The centerpiece of this area is the Strand Theatre (1918, Funk and 
Wilcox, architects), its handsome Classical Revival facade presiding over the important 
Hancock Street/Columbia Road intersection. This area satisfies criteria A and C of the 
National Register of Historic Places and might also be designated a Boston Landmarks 
district. 


National Register and Architectural Conservation Districts 
Bellevue/Glendale (Area DG) 


Qualifies as an intact concentration of Stick Style residences . The Greek Revival, 
Italianate, Italianate/ Mansard and Queen Anne styles are also represented within the 
boundaries of this area. The earliest development in the Bellevue/Glendale area is Payson 
Avenue, a narrow way that was subdivided for the construction of Greek Revival facade 
gable houses with perpendicular wings during the 1850s. David Claypoole Johnston, the 
important American political cartoonist, called the "American Cruikshank" after the great 
late 18th century English cariacaturist , lived at 32 Payson Avenue during the mid-19th 
century. This area's primary architectural treasure is its collection of well-preserved, c. 
1880 Stick Style houses bordering Ware and Trull Streets (including 3, 5,7 Ware 
Street). During the 1890s, substantial, well -detailed Queen Anne/Colonial Revival 
residences (i.e.25 and 27 Bellevue Street)were built along Bellevue Street on lots 
carved from the Henry Nazro estate. This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National 
Register of Historic Places. Bellevue/Glendale is also recommended as an architectural 
conservation district. 
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Cedar Grove/Richview (Area EH) 


Considered eligible as an area consisting of three contiguous historic resources: the Luther 
Briggs, Jr.-designed Cedar Grove Cemetery, the residential enclave encompassing 
Hillsdale and Richview Streets and Dorchester Park . The Richview residential section is a 
showcase for moderate to substantial housing stock exhibiting combinations of turn -of -the 
-century Queen Anne, Shingle and Colonial Revival styles along with Craftsman housing 
dating to the World War I era. Particularly noteworthy is the architecturally distinguished 
1890s Queen Anne/Shingle Style house at 35 Richview Street, the full-blown Colonial 
Revival house and stable at 11 Richview (c.1900) and the c. 1910s, compact, rustic 
Craftsman houses at 33 and 45 Hillsdale Street and 28 and 29 Richview Street. Cedar 
Grove Cemetery (1868) possesses a Mt. Auburn-like system of meandering paths . 
Together with Dorchester Park (early 20th century), these open spaces provide a glimpse of 
the marshland, meadows and gently rolling hills characteristic of southern Dorchester 
before intensive, post 1890- development .This area satisfies criteria A and C of the 
National Register of Historic Places. Cedar Grove / Richview is also recommended as an 
architectural conservation district. 


Mill Street/Clam Point (Area DS) 


Architecturally, the Mill St / Clam Point area is most noteworthy for its collection of 
substantial Italianate and Italianate Mansard residences. A number of these houses retain 
ample lots, stables, granite gate posts and mid- Victorian driveway configurations . Indeed, 
this area might be said to have the most cohesive, intact colllection of mansion-scale ,mid- 
19th- century housing in Dorchester. Clam Point has significant historical associations with 
the important mid 19th century architect Luther Briggs who designed several houses in the 
area including 23; 25/27 Park Street. Briggs is credited with the layout of Mill, 
Ashland, Park, Beach and Everett Streets.This area satisfies criteria A and C of the 
National Register of Historic Places.Mill Street/Clam Point is also recommended as an 
architectural conservation district 


Field's Corner (Area DQ) 


Considered eligible as a primarily linear concentration of late 19th to mid 20th century 
commercial blocks bordering Dorchester Avenue between Adams and Gibson Streets. 
Perhaps the strongest case for a historic district at Field's Corner can be made for the 
collection of commercial buildings bordering the great X-shaped intersection formed by 
Adams Street and Dorchester Avenue. The focal point of this area is the 4-story One 
Fields Corner Building (also known as the Lenane and Ligget Building at 1448- 
1456 Dorchester Avenue) on the south side of Fields Corner. Its great curved facade 
overlooks the Dorchester/Adams Street intersection. Its triangular form and facades 
characterized by ornate cast metal oriels and cornice as well as elaborate entrance 
enframements in the Georgian Revival style make a strong design statement. On the east 
side of this intersection is the massive 4-story brick Field's Building storage facility, a 
landmark at Field's Corner since the late 19th century. Otherwise, the Adams/Dorchester 
intersection is surrounded by low,rectangular, one story commercial buildings of moderate 
design interest with stylistic references to the Art Deco, Classical and Colonial Revival 
styles. John H. Robinson (1809-1883) is credited with the early development of Field's 
Corner . Robinson was a Selectman for the Town of Dorchester and a Representative to the 
State Legislature for many years.The Robinson House stood on the site of the present 
Telephone Company Building at 175 Adams Street. By rights, Fields Corner should have 
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been named Robinson's Corner but it was, in fact, named in honor of Isaac and Enos Field 
who kept a general store there.This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National Register 
of Historic Places.Field's Corner is also recommended as an architectural conservation 
district. 


Franklin Field North (Area DV) 


Considered eligible for its inclusion of an exceptional and extensive group of Queen Anne 
and Colonial Revival houses bordering Charlotte (most notably the towered Queen Anne at 
30 Charlotte Street), Bicknell and Glenway streets. Although primarily built-up 
between 1890 and 1915, this area also encompasses a pocket of substantial Italianate and 
Italianate/Mansard houses on Abbott Road (worth noting are 6, 26 and 31 Abbott 
Road).The oldest house in this area is the Carpenter Gothic cottage at 184 Harvard 
Street. The setting out of the 77 acre Franklin Park during the 1890s was the scene of 
spirited horse races that attracted prominent participants such as Boston Mayor Fitzgerald . 
Between Franklin Park and Harvard Street thoroughfares such as Bernard, Kerwin, and 
Kingsdale streets are lined with less ornate, but nevertheless interesting houses such as the 
Stick/Queen Anne double houses at 80/82 and 86/88 Bernard Street which are 
noteworthy for patterned shingles at the facade gables and incized barge boarding. During 
the early 1900s, the settlement of Jews from Boston neighborhoods such as the North, 
South and West Ends resulted in the construction of architecturally significant synogogues 
such as The Fowler Street Synogogue or Congrgation Beth El (Classical 
Revival, interior currently in ruins) at 94 Fowler Street and Chai Odom Synogogue 
at 103 Nightingale Street (Neo Adamesque and Egyption Revival detail, dates to early 
1920s). This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places.Franklin Field North is also recommended as an architectural conservation district. 


Lower Mills East ( Area EN) 


Qualifies as architecturally / historically significant residential district with a handful of 
Greek Revival and Italianate housing pre-dating 1860; the bulk of its housing stock was 
constructed between 1870 and 1915. Until as late as the 1870s, Lower Mills East, was 
open farm land despite its proximity to the industrial section of Lower Mills. During the 
mid - 19th century, this area was divided between a handful of families, including members 
of the Swan and Pope clans .Swan and Pope farm houses include 1058 and 1076 
Adams Street, respectively). To a remarkable degree, houses such as the Italianate 
residence at 1084 Adams Street, together with landscape elements such as mature trees, 
side driveways, and belvedere topped-barns capture the Currier and Ives -like flavor of the 
Lower Mills area during the mid-19th century. Particularly noteworthy and standing 
sentinel-like on a rise overlooking Adams Street at the eastern entrance to this area is the 
towered Italianate /Mansard villa of merchant Henry Pierce .(1049 Adams Street). 
Encompassed within tLower Mills East is the Gothic Revival St. Gregory's Roman 
Catholic Church, an 1864 Patrick C. Keeley -designed church which was extensivelty 
enlarged and redesigned by Patrick W. Ford at the turn-of -the-century.The twin round 
towers of St. Gregory's are the major landmarks on the Lower Mills "sky line". This area 
satisfies criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. Lower Mills is also 
recommended as an architectural conservation district. 


King Square (Area DT) 


Qualifies as area of architecturally /historically significant residences representing a wide 
range of construction dates and architectural styles (c. 1780 to 1920). This area includes the 
5-bay, double pile, center entry house at 6 Parkman Street which appears to date to the 
late 18th century. Particularly noteworthy is the Vinson-family's Dix Street development 
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of c. early 1870s Italianate/Mansard residences; this is the most extensive contiguous 
representation of residences of this style and scale in Dorchester and encompasses numbers 
80 to 100 and 77 to 95 Dix Street as well as 367 Adams Street. Additionally, an 
architecturally memorable node of Queen Anne residences developed around the Adams 
Street/Neponset Avenue cross roads known as King Square. For example , 25 Neponset 
Avenue is a commodious, towered and well-detailed residence while 4,6 Saco Street, 
corner of Neponset Avenue is a well preserved double Queen Anne house built during the 
1890s. This area also encompasses an important grouping of Queen Anne/Colonial Revival 
three-deckers dating to c. 1918-1920 at 1600-1606 Dorchester Avenue. One of 
Dorchester's unsung ecclesiastical treasures anchors the south east corner of Dorchester 
Avenue and Dix Street. Built during the 1890s as Christ Church Unitarian, this 
church's Medieval Revival/Craftsman characteristics and distinctively proportioned 
Dorchester Avenue gable are trademarks of the work of the brilliant Dorchester architect 
Edwin J. Lewis, Jr.. 


Mount Bowdoin (Area DP) 


Considered eligible as hill -top area of houses that encompass Greek Revival , Italianate 
and Mansard cottages dating from c. 1840-1870 as well as more substantial 1880s and 
1890s Queen Anne residences.This area's most compelling landscape feature is the oval 
park containing 25,170 square feet at the apex of the hill known as Mt. Bowdoin . This 
green space is surrounded by single and multi family residences which, despite alterations 
to fabric in some cases, still conveys a sense of the upscale residential community that 
developed here during the second half of the 19th century. Bowdoin Avenue is the main 
focus of architectural interest . The earliest extant housing is clustered near the center of this 
thoroughfare,on the south west slope of this hill and includes the double wood frame 
Italianate dwelling at 41/43 Bowdoin Avenue which dates to the 1840's. 

Mount Bowdoin was named for James Bowdoin, the Revolutionary War patriot and 
governor of Massachusetts during the late 1780's. Bowdoin summered on this hill during 
the mid- to -late- 18th - century. In 1836, the Bowdoin estate on Mt. Bowdoin was 
subdivided into 90 house lots. Beacon Hill architect Cornelius Coolidge was responsible 
for this plan while the surveyor was Thomas M. Moseley. The introduction of the Midland 
Railroad to this area in 1870 triggered a wave of commuter house construction which 
included the handsome, c. 1880 Queen Anne house at 39 Eldon Street and 9 Mt. 
Bowdoin Terrace, just up the hill from theMt. Bowdoin train station (demolished). 
This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. [Mount 
Bowdoin is also recommended as an architectural conservation district. 


Neponset Village (DY 


Neponset Village began to assume an architectural identity recognizable as a densely- 
settled village / port on the Neponset River by the early 1830's. The Bicknell House at 
51 Minot Street appears to be the oldest house in the area. Its center chinmey gambrel- 
roofed form suggests a pre-1780 construction date.The remarkable cluster of Federal 
houses on Adams Street, between Minot and Chickatawbut Streets, including 
361,364/366,372 and 378 Adams Street date from the first three decades of the 
19th century and attest to the Village's prosperous years as a port on the Neponset River. 
Several side streets off Minot Street possess noteworthy nodes of c. 1865-1875 
Italianate/Mansard cottages including 8 and 10 Stock Street, with more substantial 
double houses representative of this style at 3/5 Sylvester Street and 5/7 Wenlock 
Road. 1-4 and 5-8 Holbrook Avenue represent a unique foray into Queen anne 
workers housing with two, long rectangular 4-unit rows of clapboard-clad structures 
bordering the cul de sac called Holbrook Avenue. This area satisfies criteria A and C of the 
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National Register of Historic Places.Neponset Village is also recommended as an 
architectural conservation district. 


Pleasant Street North (Area DA) 


In many ways, the Pleasant Street North area is the most representative of all the study 
areas in terms of housing built in Dorchester / Mattapan over three centuries. Ranging from 
the Blake House of 1650 through Federal farm houses (978 Dorchester Avenue), 
Greek Revival residences, Italianate dwellings, Mansard houses, Queen Anne and Colonial 
Revival mansions to late 19th/early 20th century 3-deckers, the story of Dorchester's 
architectural development overtime is encompassed within this area. The Pleasant Street 
North area is of enormous historical significance within the annals of Dorchester history as 
one of the areas of first settlement in the 1630s. Pleasant Street is particularly noteworthy 
as a thoroughfare lined with stylish and substantial residences representaive of a wide 
range of periods of development and architectural style including: the Greek Revival house 
at 10 Pleasant Street owned by real estate developer Richard Uran during the mid 19th 
century ; the c. 1880s Stick /Queen Anne residence with similarly rendered stable at 30 
Pleasasnt Street and the full blown Colonial Revival house with monumental portico at 
38 Pleasant Street. Additionally the large scale, assymetrical massing and complex roof 
configuration of the former Dorchester Club building (1892) at 52 Pleasant Street is 
a memorable "place maker" at the southern edge of this district. This area satisfies criteria 
A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. Pleasant Street North is also 
recommended as an architectural conservation district. 


Port Norfolk (Area DX) 


Considered eligible as a coastal community containing an interesting collection of Greek 
Revival and Italianate dwellings as well as an industrial complex associated with the mid- 
to-late 19th century Putnam Nail Co. and Lawley Ship Yard (12 Ericsson Street). 

The coming of the Old Colony Railroad to Dorchester in 1844 opened Port Norfolk up to 
residential and commercial development. Luther Briggs, the noted mid -19th- century 
architect was hired by Edward King, the president of the Neponset Wharf Company to 
survey and lay out lots along Pine Neck Road, now Walut Street. Briggs went on to extend 
new streets on the neck including Fulton (Lawley St.) , High (Port Norfolk St) and Taylor 
St.The present street system at Port Norfolk was more or less in place by 1859.Briggs is 
credited with the construction of several houses at Port Norfolk including his own Greek 
Revival house at # 20 Water Street (behind 118 Walnut St) . Particularly noteworthy is 
the unusual group of Italianate town houses at 5,7,9,11 Woodworth Street which are 
contiguous with the Italianate Dorchester Mutual Fire Insurance Co. building at 
62,64,66 Walnut Street.This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National Register of 
Historic Places.Port Norfolk is also recommended as an architectural conservation dis 


St. Margaret's/Boston Street (Area CY) 


Qualifies as area with a diverse collection of historic resources ranging from the 
Dorchester Historical Society's mid-18th and early 19th century Clapp Houses at 
195 Boston Street, through the c. 1828-1850 modestly scaled, minimally ornamented 
wooden houses on Mayhew Street (i.e 16, 32, 38 Mayhew Street) to the mansard 
roofed houses of Mount Vernon Street and the Queen Anne 2-family houses of Roseclaire 
Street (i.e.the memorable ensemble at 70, 72, 74 Roseclaire Street). Additionally, an 
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impressive and cohesive group of three-deckers survives at 757 to 759 Columbia 
Road. Particularly noteworthy is the Classical Revival Roger Clapp School at 35 
Harvest Street (1896, William H. Besarick, architect) and the Gothic Revival , Keeley 
and Houghton-designed St. Margaret's Roman Catholic Church (1899-1904) at 
802 Columbia Road; St. Margaret's spire is the major landmark on this area's 
"skyline". This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.St. 
Margaret/Boston Street is also recommended as an architectural conservation district. 


St. Marks/Mather Street (Area DW) 


Considered eligible as an area containing a rare surviving mid-19th centuy institutional 
building known as the Industrial School for Girls (1850s) at 252 Centre Street. 
The major focal point of this area is the Gothic Revival, Brigham Coveney and Bisbee- 
designed St. Marks Roman Catholic Church (1915) and associated rectory, convent 
and school buildings at 20 Roseland Street, corner of Dorchester Avenue The housing 
in this area might have otherwise been included almost as an after thought to provide a 
context for the church and charitable school but, as it turns out, encompasses some 
architecturally significant late 19th /early 20th century housing. Particularly noteworthy 
are the Queen Anne/Colonial Revival three- deckers at 15 to 31 Roseland Street and 
227 and 229 Centre Street. Dating to the 1920s ,5/7 to 35/37 Cheverus Road are 
gable fronted, late Queen Anne duplexes which form a memorable backdrop to the St. 
Marks Church complex. Mather Street deserves further study as a street lined with 
architecturally significant residences dating from the mid to late 19th centuty.This area 
satisfies criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places..St. Marks/Mather 
Street is also recommended as an architectural conservation district 


St. Mathew's /Stanton Street (Area EE) 


Qualifies as an architecturally/historically significant complex of early 20th century 
ecclesiastical buildings bordering Stanton Street along with a half a dozen residential 
structures at 240/238 and 207 to 229 Norfolk Street. The St. Mathew's 
Roman Catholic Church complex is situated within a densely built -up residential 
area that appears to be primarily a product of turn of the century development. The east 
side of Stanton Street is not included within the boundaries of this area because of the 
considerable alterations to its housing . The west side of Stanton Street is characterized by 
a progression of masonry church buildings including the Frank Bourne-designed Late 
Gothic Revival , concrete block-constructed Church of the Epiphany (1914, 11 
Stanton Street), the Georgian Revival St. Mathew's R.C. School (29 Stanton 
Street), the Rennaissance/Georgian Revival St. Mathews Rectory (33 Stanton 
Street ), the Charles Greco -designed Rennaissance Revival St. Mathew's R. C. 
Church (39 Stanton Street), and the Georgian Revival St. Mathew's Cloister 
(45 Stanton Street). Also included within this area on the west side of Stanton Street is 
a substantial Italianate/Mansard house at 51/53 Stanton Street (2.5 story L-shaped 
wood frame house with encircling verandah at the northeast corner and a bell cast mansard 
roof).This area satisfies criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.St. 
Mathew's/ Stanton Street is also recommended as an architectural conservation district. 


ie 


i ool \ me _ 
af a, - 7 6 Cw Ss 
+ -— - - 
- ; 
7) ; - > ° T 
, a, 


quorg swinetlon Dre SVi2z29 IoC! 
equ ava a wt We are 
Hi ensilli7 BABN) doers eo 


remo xteugesM 428 bongizs! 


f 
Y 7 a? 
» ie a > : 7 
7 f : ) aie te ‘ 
b 1 
: » ’ 
Fi ® _ f 
hole j 
1 z - . ~ 
‘hb 
mt : # . € r 
: : 4 
: vi y oo’ 
1 
- te 


| i th ae Hg 2 :baek siduwiod 608 
. Jee Sel wit lo D.bas A stisiiia 2ofattue nou . | 
ih ; sions (nt 2% babnammoss Onis al bute as ( Cxie “SEL 
: aa f 
+2 rel _* AS 
J vy Ps | 
io Sian LY si sere > VM _Ie 
ha : 
; 4 nn 4 vent 3 ue 4 omy ‘ @ jeu} aot RO UR UB a <j ‘ eft i.) 
te (0091) a wo)- foodies iniwecho! ofl ce aword gnibhad 
ELD ‘#4 levived yl hi "P) Mii <i Gol s #4) ih sy ft wit 
Cee ib CRE oth? ailodjies aemnod aieih Jc bongiaab 
Rieti) Maisto Jeske brielsood i as egnibliud jonas DGS 
FN 191°s 6 aa Omi Dehiilony 2a96 seiw ie 37et ita TH em ar 


| 

77 0 A ee Sud looree obiatpes tte tev “a wo) xines 9 
MSNas 2. OR Pirin rit! vine (UO) ale! Inno Wye qe wtosviedoms = ; 
: | et: ‘lat 0 empMosh-sord! lavives istevlo eal weuD =) 
1B ; — ’ a a te 2000} “ri! 0) 3m nC) 7947 iA yiian)> ere bra a 
2 aden) os | dasyonns va gat i WF 29R21GNS NAA, nook) alak deinen es 

Ati Ries 5 8s young 1Minw eevresh issue re eigen Gaia 
ee adie ats) of bine adh ater gnitich : ee i Lew, 
ide..290219 orwell lo meagan laaniisHt aelt to 2 be Aw in z 
Bec; sueiub poseyrisano? laws tna mee babpemen 


Dorchester/Mattapan Areas and Properties for Further Study 
Codman Hill (Area EG) 


The Codman Hill area covers the nucleus of Reverend John Codman early 19th century 
estate. The c. 1791 Codman House has been demolished and the area is currently 
characterized by well-maintained single and 2-family Colnial Revival gable and gambrel 
fronted homes of the 1910s and 20s with a few examples of turn-of-the -centurty Queen 
Anne houses. These houses border Codman Street, Codman Hill Street and Wilmington 
Street in an area circumscribed by Gallivan Blvd., Milton Street, Florence Avenue and 
Washington Street. This area is representative of the type of suburban houses built between 
World War II and the Depression in Dorchester and suburbs near Boston. 


Crescent Avenue (Area CZ) 


This area represents a disparate collection of primarily Italianate/Mansard houses bordering 
Crescent Avenue, Carson Street , Grant Street and Moseley Street. that lacks 
cohesion.Interspersed with the architecturally significant c. 1865-1875 residences are 
altered or not particularly distinuished examples of three-decker houses.The c.1800 five 
bay, double pile Holbrook House at 56 Crescent Avenue appears to be undergoing 
restoration. 


Dudley Triangle (Area DK) 


Although this area, for the most part, lacks the requisite cohesive concentrations of historic 
resources necessary for nomination to the National Register as a historic district, it 
nevertheless encompasses some of the most architecturally significant masonry architecture 
in Dorchester ; buildings which might warrent individual N. R. listings including: the 
Renaissance Revival Phillips Brooks School (c1899, A. Warren Gould architect) at 5 
Perth Street, corner of Quincy Street, the Robert White Health Unit (Rosa Parks Day 
Care Center) on Savin Street (1929), corner of Blue Hill Avenue, the Romanesque Revival 
Frances and Isabella apartments at 430/432 and 434/436 Dudley Street and the trio 
of bow fronted row houses at 429, 431 and 433 Dudley Street needs further research 
and the identification of an architect and/or builder. St. Paul's Roma Catholic Church , atop 
Harrison Hill at Hartford and Lingard Streets (1923-1937) represents a major work 
by Maginnes and Walsh. The Little Zion Church of God at the corner of Wayland 
and Howard Street appears to have been built as ac. 1920s Jewish Synogogue-more 
information is needed here. 


Humphreys/East Cottage Street (Area DI) 


Although encompassing a number of interesting 19th century buildings, this area 's historic 
resources do not form a cohesive whole; in many cases alterations to fabric and later 
additions have compromised the structural integrity and historic fabric of buildings. While 
29 Humphreys Street is a noteworthy example of a facade gable Freek Revival with 
encircling, columned verandah and the masonry, twin towered Queen Anne apartment at 
76/78 Belden Street posseses a memorable design, it is streetscapes that are particularly 
compelling within this area including 21 to 35 and 22 to 34 Eastman Street 
(simple, minimally ornamented facade gable Queen Annes) as well as 8 to 20 and 9 to 
19 Gene Street (2-family craftsman houses). 
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Mattapan Square Commercial (Area EL) 


This area is composed of two types of historic resources: the not particularly architecturally 
distinguished one and wo story c. 1910-1940 masonry commercial blocks bordering 
River St. and Blue Hill Avenue and the extraordinary Arthur Rotch-designed Church of 
the Holy Spirit (1886) at 525 River Street. This rustic ,richly textured church , with 
its boulder and half timbered surface treatments as well as memorable center tower is a 
major ecclesiastical landmark within the City of Boston.Representing the first known 
architectural project of alph Adams Cram, it deserves individual nomination to the National 
Register of Historic Places. 


Savin Hill Flats (Area DB) 


Savin Hill Flats are spread out within this area, lacking the cohesiveness that would more 
readily qualify this area for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. 
Midland Street, as a discrete development of Italianate/Mansard cottages deserves more 
research as does solving the riddle of the origins of the Carpenter Gothic cottage at 71 
South Sydney Street. 


St. Ambrose/Fields Corner East (Area DR) 


This area's interesting cul de sacs such as Gordon Place, Leonard Court, Duncan 
Terrace, Duncan Place and Cassnet Street deserve architectural analysis and historic 
research which might link original occupants with specific industries and businesses in 
adjacent commercial and industrial areas. 


St. Angela's /Babson Street (Area EK) 


St. Angela's Roman Catholic Church (1910s), together with its Tudor/Georgian Revival 
rectory (1546 Blue Hill Avenue ) deserve further study. It is not clear as to where the 
work of Keeley and Houghton ends and that of Mac Ginness and Walsh commences within 
the design of this building. The rectory's architect remains unidentified. The Edmund P. 
Tileston School at 108 Babson Street is a Classical Revival building which is currently 
vacant and deserves further study.The residential component of this area is not particularly 
cohesive but several mid -19th -century dwellings including the Carpenter Gothic 45 
Fremont Street and the Greek Revival/Italianate 47 Fremont Street deserve further 
study. 


Virginia/Monadnock (Area DJ) 


Much of this area's primarily Queen Anne housing stock has been altered by vinyl siding 
and later additions. The diminuitve Italianate cottages of Cedar Place deserve further 
study as a development that pre-dates the late 19th century house construction of this area. 


Wellington Hill (area EF) 


The Solomon Lewenberg School on Overlook Road represents a distinguished 
example of 1920s Classical Revival school design and represent s the only National 
Register eligible building in this hill-top residential area. 
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Further Study for sections of areas reccommended to the National Register 


Church Street,Meeting House Hill (Area DL)-more research is needed on the south eastern 
portion of this fascinating narrow way bordered by Greek Revival facade gable, lateral 
wing houses like 84 and 90 Church Street. 


Elm Lawn-landscaped residential park enclave within King Square (area DT) said to 
encompass several Edwin J. Lewis-designed houses. 


Lower Mills West (Area E])-this entire area needs an in depth, house by house inventory 
because of its early, intensive development as an artisans/factory worker quarter within the 
history of Dorchester. Many of its houses date to c. 1780 to 1860 and deserve far more 
research than could be achieved within the time constraints of this project. 


Mather Street - discovered late in the survey process, bordered by important collection of 
Greek Revival, Italianate and Italianate/Mansard cottages and houses. Appears on 1850 
map as cul de sac leading to a few farms. (within Area DW) 


Mayhew Street- originally called Clapp Place, a cul de sac cut through the Clapp farm as 
early as 1830. This street's north side is bordered by interesting, minimally ornamented 
Greek Revival cottages with distinctive, horizontal massing and ample front lawns (within 
Area CY). 


6 Parkman Street-this is an archecturally significant late Georgian house which appears to 
have been moved to this site and deserves further research (within area DT). 


Payson Avenue -early suburban subdivision within Bellevue/Glenway (area DG), more 
information needed on developer, builder (s), early residents. 


Pearl Street, in the Pleasant Street North (area DA) is lined with c. 1840s Greek Revival 
houses which represent an early subdivision for this area-more information is needed on 
builders and original owners. 


Taylor Street's water side, (Port Norfolk, Area DX) ) bordering the Neponset River has 
significant above ground and probably below ground remains of various wharves and the 
late 19th/early 20th century Stearns Lumber Co. 


Area Data Sheets needed for : Ashmont Hill (EB), Carruth Street/Peabody Square 


(EA), Field's Corner (DQ), Jones Hill (DF), Lower Mills West (EI), Meeting House Hill 
(DL), Neponset Village (DY), Savin Hill (DC), Upham's Corner (DH). 
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Boston Landmarks Commission 
Dorchester, MA Comprehensive Historic Resources Survey 


MHC # 

Area Name: Date Range. 
Address: 

Property Name: 

FornvPlan:Hall + Parlor ___~ Center Hall, rectangular____ Center Hall,L-shaped___ 
Gable End to Street/Side Hall plan___ Side Hall Plan,L-shaped___Irregular___ 
Other 

Historic Style: First Period__ Georgian__ Federal__ Greek Rev.__Gothic Rev..__ 
ltalianate__ Mansard__ Stick__ Queen Anne__ Shingle____ Colonial Rev.__ 
Craftsman___ Bungalow____ Tapestry Brick____ other 


Materials: Wood Brick Stone other 


Condition: Excellent___Good___ Fair Poor___ Severely altered___ Modern 


RARKAAAKAEAAKAAEARERARARAAATAARKAKKAAKAEAKEAKARAEKAEKEKEAAAAKARAEAAAKAARAAARAEARAAKAEAARAEAAAKAARAAAEAEKAKAAERAREEAEE 


Property Type - Residential: 

single fam.___ double___—-2-fam.___ row____ 3-decker___apartment____ 

Other a n= a hc nn 
SAGRNGREaGacnecnctaentaaennacaenaannnaeEnennaneeRRReKEEREnEHEREERGERsAEAeaRREARAEREARAERR OR 
Ecclesiastical: 

Commercial: 

Municipal: Town Hall___ Police Station___ Fire Station____ Library___ School. 
Other 

Object: 

Structure: 


Burial Ground/Park: 


Comments: 
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Area: 

Adress: 

Maps/Atlases: Directories: 
1831 

1850 


1874 


1884 


1894 


1898 


oO) 


1918 


1935 


Buildings Dept. info: 


Other Research: 


yerin: ¥ 
a a ‘ 7 ra . 
: Dea? $4 ls seo igt oe =851A 
, Lang are | 
ez91bDA 


‘psealt.\\acaM .. 
; i118 


964) ‘ 
- 
ds 
' .] 
| 
oY 
) : 
wie 
We 
‘ 7 * 
4 hi 
7 7 : 
} 
i 
Wi 
re y 


Peay 
cy: ae 


\ 7 


Jorvey .S ALE AN eg AAPG O* . 


i f ~ — a . , i ; a ~ . . 
by “Ale & C OC? S t {to reg hdd, 8 A) be \ 


/ 
/ FY94 Dorchester Survey 


| 
\ Index to Areas Surveyed (organized by MHC area code; see next page for list by area name) 


Area Code Area Name 


CY St. Margaret’s/Boston Street 
CZ Crescent Avenue 

DA Pleasant Street North 

DB Savin Hill Flats 

DC Savin Hill 

DF Jones Hill 

DG Bellevue/Glendale Streets 

DH Upham’s Corner 

DI Humphreys/East Cottage Street 
DJ Virginia/Monadnock 

DK Dudley Triangle 

DL Meeting House Hill 

DM Ronan Park/Fields Corner West 
DN Grove Hall 

DP Mt. Bowdoin 

DQ Field’s Corner 

DR St. Ambrose/Field’s Corner East 
DS Mill Street/Clam Point 

DT King Square 

DU Mellville - Wellesley Parks 
DV Franklin Field North 

DW St. Mark’s/Mather Street 

DX Port Norfolk 

DY Neponset Village 

DZ Pierce-Oakton Streets 

EA Carruth Street/Peabody Square 
EB Ashmont Hill 

EC Codman Square 

EE St. Matthew’s/Stanton Street 
EF Wellington Hill 

EG Codman Hill 

EH Cedar Grove Cemetery/Richview 
EI Lower Mills West 

EJ Boston Sanatorium 

EK St. Angela’s/Babson Street 

EL Mattapan Square Commercial 
EN Lower Mills East 


The following area codes are not used in the Boston inventory: DD, DE, DO, ED, and EM. 
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FY94 Dorchester Survey 


Index to Areas Surveyed (organized by area name; see previous page for list by area code) 


Area Code 


EB 
DG 
EJ 
EA 
EH 
EG 
EC 
CZ 
DK 
DQ 
DV 
DN 
DI 
DF 
DT 
EN 
EI 
EL 
DL 
DU 
DS 
DP 
DY 
DZ 
DA 
DX 
DM 
DC 
DB 
DR 
EK 
CY 
DW 
EE 
DH 
DJ 
EF 


The following area codes are not used in the Boston inventory: 


Area Name 


Ashmont Hill 

Bellevue/Glendale Streets 
Boston Sanatorium 

Carruth Street/Peabody Square 
Cedar Grove Cemetery/Richview 
Codman Hill 


-Codman Square 


Crescent Avenue 

Dudley Triangle 

Field’s Corner 

Franklin Field North 

Grove Hall 

Humphreys/East Cottage Street 
Jones Hill 

King Square 

Lower Mills East 

Lower Mills West 

Mattapan Square Commercial 
Meeting House Hill 

Mellville - Wellesley Parks 
Mill Street/Clam Point 

Mt. Bowdoin 

Neponset Village 
Pierce-Oakton Streets 

Pleasant Street North 

Port Norfolk 

Ronan Park/Fields Corner West 
Savin Hill 

Savin Hill Flats 

St. Ambrose/Field’s Corner East 
St. Angela’s/Babson Street 

St. Margaret’s/Boston Street 
St. Mark’s/Mather Street 

St. Matthew’s/Stanton Street 
Upham’s Corner 
Virginia/Monadnock 
Wellington Hill 
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FORM A- AREA 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
&) Boylston Strect 
Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Photograph 

(3° x3” or 3-1/2” x 5", black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
fo continuation sheets. 


roll y = 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 

it, Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion meet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north, 


Assessor's Sheets 
I8N -iIZeE 
ITN -14E 


USGS Quad Area batter lorm Numbers in Arca 
Boston (€ v4 
South 
Town Boston, Massachuscttsz 


Place(neighbarhood or village) 


St. Margvarct's Parish DORCHESTER, 


Name of Arca St. Margarct's/Boston SL 


Present Use Residenual 


Ecclesiastical, commercial 


Construction Dates or Peniod 1765-1920 


Overall Condition g00d 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Very intact 


Acreage 
Recorded By 


Edward W. Gordon 


Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) May, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Histerical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
St. Margarct's /Boston Strect is located at the extreme northeast comer of Dorchester. It is an area thatIlends 
itself to both stnct and loose definitions of histone area boundaries. It has dense concentrauons of historic 
resources along its southern (Columbia Road) and western (Boston Street) edges. More dedatablc is the 
cohesivencss of histone fabric at the northem and caster ends of this area. It would sccm that the design quality 
of historic surcetscapes “holds up" as far north as Harvest Suet and as far east as Buttonwood Succt (one block 
east of Dorchester Avenue). This area's resources range from the Dorchester Histoncal Society properties of 
the carly 18th and carly 19th century on Baston Street (The Blake House, another DHS propeny has been 
included in the Pleasant Steet North area), through the Greek Revival and Italianate dwellings of Mayhew street 
through some well -designed single- and two- family homes bordering Columbia Road to some of the finest 
examples of three decker housing in Dorchester bordering Boston Street and Columbia Road. The major 
landmark on this arca's "skyline" is the disunctive tower of St. Margaret's Roman Catholic Church 
which may be seen from.a considerable distance around the area and serves to lend a European, old world 
village sensibility to the area that is quite compelling and together with the church's school and rectory provides 
this area with a strong architectural identity. It serves as a focal point looking east along St. Margaret's street. 
Boston Street is the oldest thoroughfare in the area and hence its historic resources span a considerable sweep of 
lime and represent the most diverse collection of housing twpes-both in terms of form and stvie-in the area. 
Dorchester Avenue was set out as a tumpike as early as 1804. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

The St. Margaret's /Boston Street 's area encompasses part of the original 1630s settlement of Dorchester. This 
area has significant historical associations with the Clapp family who were tanners and gentlemen farmers and 
spinster descendants in this area from 1630 to 1872 . Two historic house museums operated by the Dorchester 
Historical Society located at #195 Boston Street provide a physical link with this prominent family. This 
area is also significant for its role in the growth of Catholicism in Dorchester during the late 19th century as 
symbolized by St. Margaret's Roman Catholic Church and related buildings. Additionally, this area is an 
important repository for fine examples of tiple deckers and other types of multi family housing. 


This area has significant historical associations with the prominent Clap family. Roger Clap, born in England in 
1609, came to Dorchester on the Mary and John in 1630 and subsequently married Johanna Ford in 1633. This 
couple's fourteen children included Experience, Waitstill, Preserved, Hopestill, Wait, Thanks, Desire, Unite and 
Supply. Seven of the Clap children lived to be adults. Part of "The Roger Clap House" which shares the same lot 
as the William Clap House at 195 Boston Street, is said to date to 1665 but architectural historian Elizabeth 
Amadon and others think this house was essentially rebuilt in 1765 for Lemuel Clap, a fifth generation descendant 
of Roger's cousin Nicholas. Lemuel Clapp was a tanner by trade: his tanyard was located on the opposite corner 
of Willow Court. Lemuel also served as a Captain during the Revolutionary War, and in the early part of the war, 
some of his men were stationed in the house. Lemuel died in 1819 and two unmarried daughters continued to live 
inthe house. In 1872, the last of Lemuels daughters , Miss Catherine Clap died at the age of 90 and the house 
became rental property with a tenant named William Trask living here in the late 19th century. Trask investigated 
the history of this venerable structure and to the degree that was possible helped to preserve it The Dorchester 
Historical Society acquired the house in 1946 and moved it from Willow Court to its present site. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES’ [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/A tlases- 1794, 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918, 1933 
Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

Langtry, Albert P., Metropolitan Boston, A History, Vol.V, 1929 

Orcutt, William Dana, Good Old Dorchester (1893) 

Taxable Valuation of Dorchester, 1869 

Tercentenary Committee, "Dorchester Old and New, 1630-1930" 


a Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed Nauonal Register 
Critena Statement Form. ie 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Sceretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Dorchester C 


Property Name: St. Margaret's Boston Street 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Boston Street was part of a system of roads that dated back to the mid -17th -century. It was originally known as 
"the Causeway" or the "way to Great Neck " (South Boston). [t was called the Causeway because its route passed 
over the marsh land of Little Neck, an area bounded by South Cove on the west and Old Harbor (Pleasure Bay) on the 
east. Boston Street was linked with Columbia Street, now Columbia Road, which in turn, was connected with 
Stoughton and Hancock Streets. Although not included in this area, Enterprise Sueet which extends northwestward 
from Boston Street , is an early 18th century street called Willow Court which lead to the Clapp family's grist mill and 
and the swamp land associated with South Cove (South Bay). 


This area borders the eastern side of the important Edward Everett Square cross roads ; the intersection of Boston St., 
East Cottage Street and Columbia Road, known as "Five Comers" since the 17th century.When Massachusetts 
Avenue was extended to Edward Everett Square c. 1890, it passed directly by the house, cutting off one comer of the 
estate. As early as the 1760s, the Robert Oliver House , a great 5-bay x S-bay, quoin-edged and hip-roofed Georgian 
mansion stood at the northeast comer of Columbia Street (Columbia Road) and Boston Street. Oliver was a wealthy 
sugar plantation owner from the West Indies. Socially prominent and well-connected, Oliver was related to the 
Royalls of Medford and the Lechmeres of East Cambridge. The Olivers were Loyalists who returned to England 
during the Siege of Boston ; after the Revolution, their estate was purchased by the Rev. Oliver Everrett , who had 
been pastor of the New South Church in Boston. The American statesman, educator and diplomat, Edward Everett 
(1794-1865) was born in the Oliver House. After graduation from Harvard, Everett taught Greek and Latin at his alma 
mater. Everett 's extraordinary oratorical skills propelled his career far beyond Harvard Yard. His most famous 
address, now almost forgotten, was the principal oration delivered at Gettysburg on the same occasion that called 
forth Abraham Lincoln's enduring Gettysburg Address. Over time, he served as a state senator and represetative, as 
well as Congressman, Governor (1835-39) and Senator. He served as U.S. Ambassador to Great Britain from 
1841-1845. Succeeding Josiah Quincy to the presidency of Harvard, Everett was president of Harvard College from 
1846 to 1849. In any event, the Oliver-Everett house was purchased in 1830 by John Richardson who developed a 
garden on the Everett estate that became well-known in horticultural circles. His greatest success was the "Festiva 
Maxima", a “double white peony with a pink blush at its throat". By the late 19th century, this house was owned by 
Dr. William Stevens. Sadly, despite efforts by the Dorchester Historical Society and others, the Edward Everrett 
House was demolished in 1908. 


John Richardson of the Edward Everett House was not alone in his forays into rarified horticultural pursuits. The 
Clapp family, associated with this area since the 17th century, were involved in the hybridization of apples and pears; 
the creation of the "Clapp's Favorite Pear" in 1840 was a local marvel that proved profitable for the Clapps. Although 
the Everett House is long gone, the William Clapp House at 195 Boston Street (1806) provides physical 
evidence of a tanner and gentleman farmer's Federal mansion house estate. It was built by local carpenter Samuel 
Everett. Only two years earlier, Dorchester Avenue, located one block to the east, had been cut through this area as a 
turnpike or toll road linking Dorchester Lower Mills with Boston. The lands north of the Clapp House were 
cultivated as a fruit orchard as early as 1810. This house was built on land deeded to William Clapp by his father 
Lemuel . During the early 19th century, the Massachusetts Horticultural Society was supported by the local gentry of 
Dorchester an other Boston area towns. William Clapp and his sons, Lemuel, Frederick and Thaddeus, all joined the 
new society and submitted their fruits for the annual award ceremony. The Clapp's Favorite Pear was the 
hybridization of the Flemish Beauty Pear and the Bartlett Pear. The fact that it was an early ripening pear made the 
‘fruit available in mid to late August, at a time when fruits were thought to have medicinal qualities and relatively short 
Periods of shelf life. Several of the streets in the St. Margaret's /Boston Strect area were named for Clapp-developed 
pears including, Mount Vernon, Harvest, and Dorset streets. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
Derwne s4er 


Property Name: St. Margaret's /Boston St. 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continucd below. 


Historical Narrative continued--Mayhew Street, originally called Clapp Place. was sct out as a cul-de-sac 
c.1830. This street provides a fascinating opportunity to study a suburban subdivisica that pre-dates the introduction 
of the railroad to Dorchester by more than a decade. Clapp Place seems to have beer: developed as a compound for 
the family and friends of the William Clapps. Its carly residents were cngaged primanly in agricultural pursuits. 
According to Dorchester Histonan Anthony Mitchell Sammarco, the first house on \4avhew Street was the William 
Channing Clapp House at 16 Mayhew Street. Built in 1828, Mayhew Strect a.k.2. Clapp Place evidently started 
out as a driveway leading to the William Channing Clapp farm house. 16 Mayhew S:.remained under Clapp 
ownership until at least the early 1900s. By 1850, nine houses bordered this dirt-covered country lane. In addition to 
Clapps, Lanes and Trasks owned houses on Clapp Place. Further research is needed io determine the origins of the 
following Clapp Place houses: 31 Mayhew Street, an Italianate house owned by zn A.H. Clapp during the late 
19th century; 32 Mayhew Street, a sparely omamented Greek Revival house owned by Alfred H. Clapp and his 
heirs until the early 20th century. This house was the residence of "EEI" Company employee George Caldwell by the 
early 1930s ; 38 Mayhew Street was occupied by Frederick Weiss from the 1867s unt at least the tun -of -the 
century. By the Depression era, this house was inhabited by Francis E. Birmingham. optomologist; ; from at least the 
1850s until the early 1900s, 42 Mayhew Street was owned by William Blake Trask.His family operated the Trask 
Pottery Co. at Commercial Point and he married into the Clapp family. A carpenter by trade, further research may 
show that he was involved as a builder in the development of Mt. Vernon Street c. 1870. He was for many years 
active in the New England Historical Genealogical Society and the Dorchester Historical Society. During the early 
1900s he lived in the Capt. Lemuel Clapp House, the early 18th century house that is part of the Dorchester Historical 
Society property. By the early 1930s, Rocco DiLoreto, pedler, John B. Driscoll and Margaret Townsend lived in this 
house. 


Although not located on Mayhew Street, 50 St. Margaret's Street is related to Mayhew's development judging 
by its massing and Greek Revival characteristics. It is difficult to ascertain if it is one of the houses shown on the 

1850 map. By 1874, Mary C. Weiss, presumably a relation of Frederick Weiss of 38 Mayhew owned this house. The 
1874 Atlas shows that access to this house was gained via a narrow way labeled "cou" which survives as an alley 
and ran from Mt. Vernon Street. This house was surrounded on three sides by the William T. Andrews estate and on 
the west side by the heirs of Richard Clapp. The Weiss family owned this house until at least the turn- of -the- 

century. By that time, St. Margaret's Street, originally called Orchard Street had been set out. By the Depression era, 
Anthony J. Cannatta, janitor of the John Marshall School lived here. 


221/223 Boston Street is another survivor from the mid-nineteenth century. This couble Greek Revival house was 
owned but not occupied by Charles O. Dillaway of South Boston and James Buckner. machinist and resident of 
Dorchester Avenue, near Crescent Avenue.By 1894, Martha Clapp, widow of Fredenck and daughter-in-law of 
William Clapp, the tanner who built 195 Boston Street in 1806. Martha Clapp owned this house until the early 1900s. 
By 1933, Mary and John E. Furfey lived in 221 while Harold G. Mitten, Lieutenant, Division 4, resided in 223. 


Mt. Vernon Street was developed c. 1870 over part of the Clapp orchard and was a harbinger of more intensive 
steet construction . Further research is needed on this street's Italianate/Mansard houses, most notably numbers 8, 
19, 26 and 27/29 . 57 Mt. Vernon Street is an Italianate/Mansard cottage that was built during the early 1870s. 
During the 1870s and 80s, J. A. Crotty , clerk, owned this house. At the turn of the century, James J. Graham lived 
here. By 1933, Bartholomew Mahoney is listed at this address. The setting out of Mt. Vernon Street coincided with 
the annexation of Dorchester to Boston , an event that tnggered Dorchester-wide housing development , only to be 
“urlailed by the Financial Panic of 1873. St Margaret's Street (originally Orchard Street and Harvest Street were 
-Xlant by the late 1890s. The Roger Clapp School at 35 Harvest Street was built in 1896 from Classical 
Revival designs provided by William H. Besarick on land given to the city by the Clapo family. Besarick, together 
sith builder William Duff built fine examples of three decker houses from Jones Hill t) Melville Park. 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
PORCHKESTES C_ 


Property Name: St. Margaret's/Boston Street ' 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Situated on the cast side of Boston Strect, opposite the William Clapp House, 180 to 196 Boston Street stands 
ona 18,262 square foot tract that was part of the Henry Humphrey's holdings in 1874. Remaining undeveloped and 
owned by the Humphreys and Clapp familys throughout the 1880s, this parcel contained the first St. Maragaret's 
Church by 1894. This wooden church structure was replaced by the present group of three-deckers numbered 
180-196 Boston Street by 1910. The occupants of 180 during the 1930s, included Thomas J. Francy, foreman, 
Mrs. Chnstina Mc Donald and William F. Reber, chauffer. 


Occaisonally, well designed two- family residences of considerable size and substance appear in this area. For 
example, the Queen Anne residence at 718 Columba Road, was built on part of the Edward Everett house lot c. 
1895-97 for Sarah C. Murray. By the early 1930s, this house's occupants included William F. Hodges, president of 
the Hodges Badge Company and John W. Kent, watchman. The ornate but altered Queen Anne house at 871 
Dorchester Avenue, comer of Columnbia Road was built c. 1900 on part of the William T. Andrews estate. 
Further research is needed to identify the original owner. By the Depression era, Dr. Ivan C. R. Amesbury is listed at 
this address along with Mrs. Anne M. Lavery, treasurer of J.W. Lavery & Son, Inc. 


Anchoring the northwest corner of this area, the large, full blown 2-family Queen Anne residence at 58 Dorset 
Street, comer of Boston Street was built c. 1880. A fairly early example of multi-family housing in this area, this 
house was built for the estate of the L.H. Jones heirs.By 1894, it was owned by L. and M. A. Darmigan. The 
Darrigans owned this property until at least the early 1900s. By the early 1930s, Charles A. Cartland, painter, is listed 
at this address. 


This area is host to several major ecclesiastical and institutional buildings whose design and massing has imparted a 
femarkably strong sense of place to this area St. Margaret's Roman Catholic Church , by virtue of its tall, 
distinctive spire, is the major landmark in the area.St. Margaret's was built in 1899-1904 at 802 Columbia Road 
from designs provided by Keeley and Houghton. St. Margaret's parish was set off from the older parish of St. 

Peter's , June 10, 1893. The first services of the new parish were conducted in a hall on Cottage Street on July 16, 
1893. From November of 1893 until 1900, the congregation worshipped in a wooden church on Boston Street, now 
the site of 180 to 190 Boston Street. In the mean time, the present 16-room rectory at 800 Columbia Road was 
completed in 1898. The church and its buildings were built under the tireless leadership of Rev. William A. Ryan who 
Was born in Lawrence , MA. in 1856 and was later educated at St. John's College, at Fordham, New York. Father 
Ryan was assigned to St. Peter's R.C. Church in Cambridge. He was also associated with churches in Newburyport 
and Brookline, before coming to St. Maragaret's in 1893 to undertake the work of nurturing a growing parish and 
Overseeing the construction of its buildings. The cornerstone of St. Margaret's Parochial School was laid in 
1909. Containing eighteen class rooms , this school was completed in 1910 and is located at 790 Columbia Road. 
By 1923, the 12- room St. Rita's Parochial School was built by St Margaret's parish at the corner of Mayhew 
and Boston streets.By 1929, St. Margaret's parish encompassed a student body of thirteen hundred children in 
the primary, grammar and high school grades, presided over by thirty-four Sisters of Charity, of Halifax , Nova 
Scotia. St. Margaret's Convent at 17 Mayhew Street was built in 1914 with accomadations for forty sisters. 


Do time of its construction it was one of the largest and most lavishly appointed structures of its type in the City of 
30ston. 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Otlice of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Dorenest ec CY 


Property Name: 5t- Margarets/Boston Street 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Despite the St Mzyaret's/Boston Street area's proximity to Boston, the only example of masonry row housing in 
this arca is the red Duck Queen Anne row numbered 231 to 247 Boston Street. In 1874, this row's 6,600 square 
foot parcel was undeveloped and owncd by George W. Tuxbury. Built c. 1885, 231-247 Boston Street's residents in 
1894, included rea! estate agent Albert L. Jewell ( 235) who had an office in the Rogers Building, 209 Washington 
Street and lived in Srookline; Mary L. Richards (237); Thomas A. Johnston, real estate broker, 31 1/2 Fanuiel Hall 
Square (239); Seth Weston (241 and 243) and Thomas A. Johnston (245). By the 1930s, a “snapshot" of this 

proup's occupants included Antonio Fasano, shoe repair, Nicola Fasone, chauffer and James w. Sharpless (all at 
935), Mrs Florence Doran (237); Craven Bums, machinist (241), Mrs. Ellen C. Lydon (243), Charles E. Devereaux, 
chauffer (245) and Frank Kelly, waste disposal (247). 


During the late 180s, the introduction of the Columbia Road Parkway radically changed St. Margaret's/Boston Street 
and adjoining areas. Linking Franklin Park with the South Boston waterfront, Columbia Road was orginally part of 
American landascape architect Frederick Law Olmsted's Emerald Necklace system of Boston parks. Columbia Road 
originally encompassed a landscaped- median park strip as well as planted areas bordering this thoroughfare. The 
parklike character of this important artery was destroyed in the 1950s in favor of more traffic lanes. Columbia Road's 
construction cut through the William Andrews estate and resulted in the construction of Roseclair Street dunng the 
late 1890s; Roseclar Street runs parallel to and follows the great bend in Columbia Road as it sweeps past the St 
Maragaret's Roman Catholic Church complex. As early as 1884, Roseclair Street is shown on the atlas of that year as 
a proposed street named Compton Street. The Andrews estate bordered Dorchester Avenue between East Cottage and 
Mount Vernonn Sueets, before the coming of the Columbia Road Parkway. Also carved from the William T. 
Andrews estate, Roseclaar Street is noteworthy for several well-sited c. late 1890s ensembles of two family housing, 
including the Queen Anne trio at 70; 72; 74 Roseclair Street and the towered, mirror image houses at 61 and 
63 Roseclair Street. In 1898, 70 and 72 Roseclair Street were owned by John P. Leahy, probably the 
lawyer listed at 24 Thornley Street. 74 Roseclair Street was owned by Timothy Lellard, a member of the Police force 
at Station 9.By the Depression era, the occupants of these houses included Thomas C. Mc Mahon, chauffer, and 
Andrew Slavin, carer (70); Frederick E. Miller , insurance agent and Mrs. Sarah A. Shea (72); William Tooze, 
| painter, John W. Ocis, watchman and Joseph Ochs, floor layer (74). 


61 and 63 Roseclair Street were extant by 1898. Onginally owned by Edward Reardon, these houses were 
Occupied during the carly 1930s by Albert J. Riley, stereotyper and Paul sheehan, patrolman (61); Joseph F. Murphy 
foreman and John F. Regan, horse shoer (63). 


The new Columbia Road parkway during and after its construction became lined with a relatively new residential 
building type: the three decker; few Dorchester sections offer a better opportunity to study the tumn-of-the-century 
phase of three-decker development than St. Margaret's/Boston Street. Particularly noteworthy for their fine designs 
and ample set backs from the street are the three-deckers located between 757 and 797 Columbia Road, built 
between 1897 to 1915. Further research is needed on this group's occupants during the first half of the twentieth 
century. Three deckezs were also built on the side yards of pre-1890 houses in this area. For example, the handsome 
three-decker duo at 31 and 33 Mt.Vernon Street was built by W.T. Henderson in 1906 for Margaret E. Holland 
from designs provided by William Duff. Arthur Krim notes that Duff often worked with W.H. Besarick on 
htee-deckers. Exampizs of their work are said to extend from Jones Hill to Melville Avenue. Arthur Krim cites the 
‘three-decker with the broad bowed corner at 257 - 261 Dorchester Avenue as “one of the finest comer storeblocks in 
Dorchester". This beastifully preserved example of what Krim calls the Early Classic Peniod development of 
thtee-decker developaent was built in 1898 from designs provided by T. Edward Sheehan. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DWeecHne sree. cy 


Property Name: St. Margaret's ‘Boston St. 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued befow. 


Historical Narrative continued 


By 1920, the St. Margaret's/Boston Sueet section was almost completely developed. By that ume the population was 
pimanily Insh with a few of the old Protestant families still living 1n the area Further research is needed on the 
origins of the Polish community which has been an importani component of this area's populauon for most Of Se 
twentieth century. 


After World War II, the Dorchester Historical Society acquired two histonc houses associated with Dorchester s 
Clapp family. The Roger Clapp or Captain Lemuel Clapp House was acquired by the DHS in 1946 27d 
moved from Willow Court (Enterprise Street) to its present location, next door to the William Clapp House, 198 
Boston Street, in 1957. Moved due to property taxes, its relocation was supervised by Harry Gulesion, the 
architect who executed HABS drawings of the house in 1935. The contracts specified that as much of the exstzg 
fabric as possible be saved including chimneys and chimney foundations. The 1806 William Clapp House en this 
property was lived in by Clapp descendants unul as late as the mid-1940s. Also acquired by the DHS in 1946. the 
William Clapp House is situated on its original site. The Dorchester Historical Society continues to serve the 
community as a venue for historical programs and as a repository for Dorchester furnishings. books. manuscnzxs and 
other memorobilia. 


Architectural Description continued 


The Dorchester Historical Society houses at 195 Boston Street are the oldest dwellings in the St. 
Margaret's/Boston Street area and are illustrative of mid-18th century and earlyv-19th century architecture in 
Dorchester. The RogerClap or Lemuel Clap House, 1s a two-storey, wood frame, gambrel-roof building. The p-an is 
that of an L. The main block is a five bays , single pile dwelling and the left rear ell is three bavs wide by one tev 
deep. A one-story, gable-roof service addition forms a continuztion of the eil. The building contains two bck 
imneys, one situated in the nght rear of the main block, the cther located in the center of the ell. The roof mm of the 
SE and SW elevations is a boxed cornice and decorated frieze.The raking tim consists of fascia board. This he«se's 
SE, SW and NE elevations are covered with clapboard, while the remaining elevations are covered with wood 
shingles .The center entry exhibits a six-paneled door which is surmounted by a simple pediment with pilasters ~hile 
the eight-paneled central door of the SW elevation has a simple pediment. Three early twelve over twelve pane 
windows are still intact. The building stands on a poured concreie foundation with full basement , having been moved 
approximately 200 feet south of its onginal location in 1957. 


| The William Clapp House, next door, is a two-story, hip roof tuilding. It has has a square plan facing SE to Beston 
Street., five bays wide by five bays deep with a later rear two-story. gable roof, wood frame , wing and lean-ic The 
main building contains four brick corner chimneys and central gable dormers on the SE and NW elevations. The SW 
and NW elevations of the main building are common bond bricx. The SE and NE elevations and all elevations « the 

| lear wing are clapboard. The windowss of the main block are sash type with six over six arrangement. Those of zhe SE 
and NE elevations have moulded trim and slipsills . The main entrance consists of an open porch and vestibule «1th 
Aouble doors containing large translucent upper panels. The SW elevation has a central recessed single door an¢ Zan 
‘light facing a large concrete terrace. The building stands on a stone Nock foundation. Additionally, a large one-sv, 
gable roof, wood frame , rectangular barn is located on this prover. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Community: 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Do ecHnesTe 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 
| Property Name: St. Margaret's/Boston St. 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which ts being continued telow. 


Architectural Description continued 


Boston Street, by far, has the most diverse collection of buildings of any street in this area. In addition to the DHS 
buildings, this “ancient” thoroughfare encompasses the double. 6-bay, two pile Greck Revival house at 221/223 
Boston Street, an astylistic late 1890s bnck commervial/residenuial block at 224 Boston Street and an important 
early 1900s group of three-deckers at 180-196 Boston Street 


Mayhew Street is an important repository for simple, minimally omamented Late Federal /Greek Revival dwellings. 
Set oul as early as Clapp Place as early as 1830, Mayhew Street's north side is built-up with wooden 1830s and 40s 
dwellings which are charactenzed by distinctive, honzontally massed structural components consisting of a main 
block and one or two lateral wings. 16 Mayhew Street is reputed to be the earliest house on the street, dating to c. 
1828. 


Mt. Vernon Street has an important collecton of early 1870s Italianate‘Mansard residences. 8 Mt. Vernon Street is 
ac. 1870 double house whose ample side yard and carmage house survive to illustrate the character of this street's 
initial development. 57 Mt. Vernon Street is a charming Italianate/Mansard cottage which retains its bracketed 
door hood and polygonal bay at the main facade. 


St Margaret's Street and Harvest Street were cut through the former Clapp orchards during the 1890s and are lined 
with a diverse collection of Queen Anne, Colonial Revival and three-decker housing. Particularly noteworthy is the 
William H. Besarick-designed Roger Clapp School at 35 Harvest Street. 


Columbia Road is architecturally noteworthy for its cohesive, well-designed collection of three- decker houses (757 
to 799 Columbia Road) and the St. Margaret's Roman Catholic Church complex at 802 Columbia 
Road. The spire of St. Margaret's R.C. Church is the major landmark and "place maker" building in this area, 
providing a strong sense of place from a number of vantage points in this area (perhaps most memorably looking 
south down Mayhew Street with St. Margaret's steeple rising above the Queen Anne houses of Roseclaire Street.) 
Built in 1899-1904, St. Margaret's was designed by Keeley and Houghton. Additionally, the William E Russell 
School was built in 1903 from designs provided by James Mulchaev. 
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Assessor's Sheets 


fassachusctts Historical Commission 
() Boylston Strect 
saston, Massachusetts 02116 


hotograph 

3° x3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

abel photos on back with town and addresses for all 
uildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
umbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
ide of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
9 continuation sheets. 


roll negative(s 


ketch Map 

Jraw a map of the area indicating properties within 

. Circle and number properties for which individual 
wentory forms have been completed. Label streets 
ncluding route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
ion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
orth. 


USGS Quad Area Letter l-orm Numbers tn Area 
Boston 
C 2. 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 
Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 


Name of Area Cresent Avenue 


Present Use residential 


Construction Dates or Period 1820-1920 


Overall Condition good - 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Several large 


vacant lots 

Acreage 

Recorded By Ed Gordon 
Organization Boston Landmarks Comm 
Date (month/year) March, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Jescribe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
The Crescent Avenue Arca is a residential section on the cast side of Dorchester Avenue which encompasses a 
yaried collection of primarily wooden structures dating from the second half of the 19th century. This area has 
highly irregular boundanes owing to the realities of concentrations of historic resources and the existence of 
fairly large vacant lots (northwest side of Moscly Street). For brevities sake,the boundancs might be generally 
said to be circumscribed by Sydney Street on the cast, Crescent Ave. on the south (including the northem half 
of Grant Street), Buttonwood Strect on the west and Columbia Road on the north. (For more exact boundaries 
see the attached map). The earliest house in this area is the c.1820 Federal Holbrook House at 56 Crescent 
Avenue. This 5-bay double pile house with side and rear ells (additions?) is covered with wood shingles and 
enclosed by a low hip roof with fairly massive (off center) brick chimney. This house currently stands vacant 
and partially boarded up with some signs of renovation (restoration?) in process. Its center entrance is simply 
enframed, flanked by Donic pilasters (attenuated Federal proportions) and the appearance of infill where side 

lights were originally located. The fully enframed. cornice headed window enframements are of interest as 

telatively formal exterior treatments on what is essentially an unpretentious farm house in a once relatively 
remote section of Dorchestér. The Greek Revival is not represented in this area and one has only to look at the 
1850 Map of Dorchester to see why at mid century only three houses were extant in this area. By the time of 
the post -Civil War building boom in this area the Greek Revival had gone out of style with the Italianate and to 
an even greater degree the Italianate /Mansard representing the styles of choice. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

Histoncally, Crescent Avenue was a path leading from Allen's Plain (Pleasant Street area) to Columbia Point or 
the Cow Pasture as it was called for many years.In 1804 the the Dorchester Turnpike was completed on the 
western edge of this area , linking Lower Mills with Boston. When the Old Colony Railroad was set out through 
this area in 1844, it would seem logical that residential development would follow in the Crescent Street area soon 
after the introduction of such a major transportation:improvement. The 1850 Dorchester Map, however shows 
only three houses in the vicinity of Crescent Avenue which include a house on either side of Crescent Avenue 
owned by the Mosely family and a dwelling labeled G. Clapp at the southeast corner of Crescent Ave and 
Dorchester Ave. The oldest house in this area is located at 56 Crescent Avenue and may be the house shown 
on the 1850 map north of Crescent Avenue labeled T. Mosely. By 1874 this house was one of two houses on a 
5,000 square foot lot labeled S.P. Holbrook. S.Pinckney Holbrook played a major role in the development of late 
19th century Dorchester through his real estate and auctioneers company called Holbrook and Fox (based at 8 
Kilby Street Boston. ) #56 Crescent Street was apparently the secondary house on the property. A much larger 
house, now the site of modern condominiums was the main Holbrook residence. By the 1930s this house had 
evidently become a boarding house whose tenants included Louis De Simone, painter, James Beith, machinist, as 
Well as Thomas H. O'Neil and Clifford Pennington, occupations unlisted).The Italianate house at the corner of 
Crescent and Newport Streets has firm historical associations with the Mosely family who had been associated 
with this area since at least 1850. In 1874, Elisha Mosely,coal dealer is listed here (working out of 86 Devonshire 
St, Boston). Mosely's house lot encompassed 16,000 sq. ft. extending from Newport St to Spring Garden 
Street. By 1894, the Mosely's had sold this property to a James and Margaret Daly, lunch room owners and the lot 
was reduced to its present size. The Dalys lived here until at least the early 1930s. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/A tlases- 1794, 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898,1910,1918,1933 
Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

Oreutt, William D., Good Old Dorchester , 1893 

Taxable Valuation of Dorchester, 1869 


a Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7/192 
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Community: Form No: 


Do earEesrer- CZ. 
Property Name: Crescent Avenue 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
ffice of the Secretary, Boston 


Architectural Description continued 


The Italianate Style generally appears in tandem with Mansard roofed housing, it is represented "on its own" in a pair 
of double mid 19th century Italianate houses at 1/2 and 5/7 Buttonwood Court (narrow, fairly picturesque lane 
off the east side of Buttonwood Street). These boxy double houses exhibit paired entrances reached via wooden steps 
and are surmounted by bracketed door hoods. These houses are enclosed by low hip roofs with brackets at the eaves. 
Completing Buttonwood Court's charming scene, on its south side ( 3/7 Buttonwood Court) is a double 
lialianate/ Mansard with paired entraces, bracketed door hood and straight- sided mansard with slate octagonal 
shingles still intact. The wood- shingle covered Italianate, side- hall plan house at 59 Crescent Avenue is of 
interest because of contiguous components which form an L-shaped configuration and consist of several oddly 
shaped sheds and an old boarded - up, wood frame, one story "mom and pop" store which fronts on to Newport 
Street. The Italianate style makes a more formal appearance at 9 and 11 Grant Street. These boxy, 3-bay 
residences possess designs that are unique within Dorchester. Here, their 3-bay double pile main facades feature 
open, two story front porches which constitute a central pavillion-like effect and are composed of chamfered posts, 
segmental arches, and heavy brackets at the gables. The front doors are set within segmental headed enframents and 
pilasters appear at either side of the doors. Double polygonal oriels flank the front doors and these houses are 
enclosed by low hip roofs with deep eaves and heavy brackets. 

The Italianate /Mansard Style is the best represented of the historic architectural styles in the Crescent Avenue Area 
with several straightforward L-shaped cottages at 10 and 12 Grant Street (2-bay main facades with heavy, 
bracketed door hoods and polygonal bays). 12 to 28 Carson Street , on the west side of this thoroughfare, is 
characterized by a pleasing progression of cottage- scale Italianate /Mansards whose ornate, saw cut brackets, deep 
eaves and paired dormers draw one's eye along the streetscape. Across the street from this group at 11 Carson 
Street is a relatively substantial Italianate / Mansard residence which originally was located facing Crescent Avenue. 
Although covered with vinyl siding it retains its original form and trimmings. Its Victorian double doors are enframed 
within a segmental arch and open on to a porch with chamfered posts. Windows are fully enframed and are 
surmounted by cornice headed lintels. This house is enclosed by a bell cast mansard roof with paired and arched 
dormefs. Mosely Street (east side) is another streetscape characterized by Mansards of various forms, sizes and states 
of preservation. (see 27, 31 and 35 Moseley Street). Striking a decidedly urbane note amidst the frame 
architecture of this area are 1-7 Crescent Avenue which constitute two contiguous pairs of 2.5 story bow- fronted 
towhouses, each with paired entrances reached via low stoops and surmounted by heavy bracketed door hoods. 

These houses are enclosed by straightsided mansards with exceptionally well detailed (dentil courses and modillion 
blocks) wooden comices. Single and tripartite dormers project from these roofs. Otherwise, Crescent Avenue is 
characterized by three- decker housing, most of which has been drastically altered by the application of vinyl siding 
and the removal of original elements. 


This area also encompasses Queen Anne/Colonial Revival 3-deckers at45 and 47 Buttonwood Street as well as 
the trio of Queen Anne triple deckers at 843, 845 and 847 Columbia Road. | 
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VENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoRctEsTEdc CZ 


Property Name: Crescent Avenue 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


This area encompasses two north-south streets that were set out in the 1860s, including Mosely Street and Carson 
Street (originally called Carlton Street). Both streets were built up with I talianate/Mansard residences of varying size. 
Residents of the 1870s on Mosely street included members of the Mosely family at 19 and 21 Moseley Street; 
SH. L. Pierce, planing and moulding mill employee at 27 ,and George P. Brooks, apothecary at 35 Moseley 
Street. By the 1930's 27 Moseley Street was the home of John P. Fahey, chauffer, 31 was owned by William 
P. Collins, mariner and William Dale of the Dale Oil Company lived at 3 5. 


Perhaps the most charming streetscape in this area is provided by the narrow way known as Buttonwood Court 
which runs southeastward from Buttonwood Street. Set out c.1870, it onginally "dead-ended” into a large Mosely- 
owned tract on the west side of Mosely Street. The modestly scaled double Italianate housing that was built here 
during the early 1870's seems to have been targeted for a solid middle class. Late 19th century owners included 
William T. Leach, grocer at #5 and Charles H. Mc Afee, train master at #1. By the early 20th century, machinists, 
inspectors, clerks, horse collar makers and brass molders lived on Buttonwood Court. 


Similarly, Carson Street was set out during the 1860s and by the mid 1870s was built up with cottage -scale 
mansard cottages. 11 Carson Street is of interest as a house that was moved from its orginal site a few yards to 
the south overlooking Crescent Avenue. This house was built c.1867 for well - to - do Boston Crockery dealer 
William H. Bangs who worked for Curtis, Collamore and Co. during the late 1860's before working out of a series 

of stores on State, Milk and Exchange in downtown Boston. By the early 1890s, his widow Mary E. Bangs lived 
here. This house was moved tpo its present location. between 1894 and 1910. By 1933 Mrs Mary V. Donnelly and 
John P. Gorham, lab worker lived here. 


Grant Street, off the south side of Crescent Street represents a discrete enclave of wood frame Italianate and 
ltalianate/Mansard houses that was developed and built by Alfred Ford, carpenter during the early 1870's. Ford was 
also responsible for the bow front brick Mansard/Italianate row houses at the comer of Crescent and Grant 
Streets.(1,3,5,7 Grant Street). In 1874, this entire row was owned by Alfred Ford. During the late 19th century, 
Abner Coburn and his heirs owned #1 while the remaining houses were owned by the Warehan Savings Bank. By 
the 1930's, John J. Dixon, photographer lived at #1; Charles P. Sances, milkman lived at #3; Albert T. Salaway is 
listed at #5 and Richard Rodwell, machinist, resided at #7. Grant Street started out as a cul de sac, not achieving its 
present length until some point between 1884-94. A sampling of property ownership along Grant Avenue in 1874 
shows Alfred Ford owning #'s 10 and12 and E.R. Cresswell (occupation?) owning #9 while an E. Poole owned 
#11. By the early 1930s, Patrick J. Casey, stockman and Augustus Peters, machine operator lived in #10; Henry 
Heinmeyer, sexton of St. Margaret's Church lived in #12, Anyhony W. Carella, mail carrier for the Jamaica Plain 
Post office lived at #9 and Gennaro Garguilio, barber (shop at 929 Dorchester Avenue) lived at #11 Grant Street. 
In other words, a solid middle class lived in this area with few vacancies listed even during the Depression. 


A double house built at 31 and 35 Crescent Avenue by Alfred Ford c.1875-1883, was the residence of 
Washington I. Tuckerman by 1885. He is listed as a "horse shoer" with a black smith shop located at 237 Dorchester 
Avenue. By 1910, Tuckerman was living and working in East Boston and it is not until 1933 that #31 and 33 
Crescent Street's occupants are identifiable. In that year , Walter P. Crowley, "inspector, wire division, 60 Bristol" 
lived at #31 while a Mrs. Elizabeth Murphy lived in #33. Today, this area is a vibrant melting pot with Irish, Asian 
and Hispanic residents. 
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Historic Name/ Bldg. Type 


This list gives address ranges covered 
by the inventoried area. It is not a 
building-by-building data sheet. See 
narrative and photos for building- 
specific information. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor’s Sheets 


‘ |Bace N-/2& 
Massachusetts Historical Commission |/ |Bace -é ee 
80 Boylston Street = 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 / WN = Ge 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll = 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 
[eine 0 STA) DA 
[eine uTlf 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 
Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 


Name of Area Pleasant Street North 


Present Use residential 


Construction Dates or Period 1650-1930 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage 

Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization Boston Landmarks Comm 
Date (month/year) March, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 


AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
In many ways, the Pleasant Street North area is the most representative of all the study areas in terms of housing 
built in Dorchester/ Mattapan over three centuries. Ranging from the Blake House of 1650 through Federal 
farm houses, Greek Revival residences, Italianate dwellings, Mansard houses, Queen Anne and Colonial 
Revival mansions to late 19th/early 20th century 3-deckers, the story of Dorchester's architectural development 
overtime is encompassed within this area. For the purposes of this survey, this area is bounded by Dorchester 
Avenue on the east (the boundary line mostly confined to the west side of the street, although a few 
architecturally significant properties on the east side of the street have been included). The northern boundary 
takes in East Cottage Street, Pond Street, and Richardson Park. The western boundary begins at Sumner Street 
and East Cottage, turning south and taking in Sumner Terrace, continuing along the south side of 29 Sumner 
Street, turning south along the back lot lines of Dawes Street and extending south along Bakersfield Street, 
jogging west to encompass Stoughton Terrace and then south to Stoughton Street. The southern boundary 
follows Stoughton Street from Bakersfield to Pleasant, crosses Pleasant along the south lot line of 54 Pleasant 
Street, jogs around commercial infill at Thornley and Pleasant and continues along the south side of Thornley to 
Dorchester Avenue. This area is situated on the level land once known as Allen's Plain. This area is more or less 
bisected by Pleasant Street which poseses housing representing a long developmental time frame from the 1840s 
to early 20th century. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

The Pleasant Street North area is of enormous historical significance within the annals of Dorchester history as one 
of the areas of first settlement in the 1630s.This area has strong ties with the developement of Dorchester's first 
town center; development still evident in the street patterns of the area and the presence of the 1650 Blake House, 
which although not on its original site, provides a physical link with this distant, seminal time in the history of 
Dorchester. Secondly, this area's historical significance lies in its ability to chronicle virtually every phase of 
Dorchester's historic architectural developement from the mid- 17th- century to 1930. This area was also home to 
important 17th century Dorchester personages, including Rev. Richard Mather and Roger Williams, founder of 
Providence R.I. 


The Pleasant Street North area is located in the flat area between Jones Hill on the southwest and Savin Hill on the 
southeast. It was at nearby Savin Hill that the first landing of the company of Englishmen from the Mary and John 
landed on June 1,1630. Pleasant Street has been in existence since the 1640s and was originally called "Green 
Lane." The first meeting house stood on a small island of land on Allen's Plain , delineated by Pleasant, Pond and 
Cottage streets. The thatched structure was enlarged in 1634 by a window-lit loft. The meeting house was rebuilt 
in 1645 and was moved to Rocky Hill (Meeting House Hill) in approximately 1673.By the mid-late 18th century, 
the Pleasant Street north area was called Allen's Plain after William Allen whose house on Pleasant Street was 
destroyed in 1784.The James Blake House was built c. 1650. It is the oldest house within the boundaries of the 
City of Boston . Accoirding to Orcutt" James Blake was a prominent man in the affairs of the town, holding some 
public office every year from 1658-1685. He was a selectman for thirteen years; and also served as rater, 
constable, deputy to the General Court, clerk of the writs, recorder, and sergeant in the miliatary company. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases-1794, 1830,1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918, 1933 

Boston Directories:1870-1945 

Architecture in Colonial Massachusetts, A Conference held by The Colonial Society of Massachusetts, 1974 
Orcutt, William Dana, Good Old Dorchester, 1893 

Various Authors The Dorchester Book, Illustrated, 1899 

Taxable Valuation of the Town of Dorchester, 1869 


[_] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7/192 
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Architectural Description-Pleasant Street North 

At the northwest corner of this area is Richardson Park which, since 1895, has been home to the James Blake 
House. Built c.1650, the Blake House is the oldest house within the city limits of Boston and is a great "study 
house" for students of First Period architecture. Owned by the Dorchester Historical Society, this wood shingle clad, 
5-bay x 1-bay , gable roofed house's current appearance dates to a mid- 1890s restoration by Dr. Clarence Blake and 
Dorcherster architect Charles Hodgson. The interior restoration of the Blake House was completed in 1910 and 
included"stripping, staining, and polishing of exposed oak framing; the replacement of most of the structure's sills 
and the bottoms of the posts with new oak which was stained and chamfered to match the original timbers". 


Pleasant Street North's side streets are generally bordered with housing representative of a particular architectural style 
or form. For example, Pearl Street posseses a fine collection of Greek Revival residences; the southern end of 
Dawes Street is built up with modestly scaled Italianate housing; Thornley Street provides a glimpse of mostly 
modestly- scaled mid- 19th- century dwellings with intact examples of the Italinate and Italianate mansard styles, 
while examples of the Queen Anne style are represented in a significant way along the side streets off Pleasant, 
particularly along Willis, Mayfield and Howes streets. The Colonial Revival is mixed in with Queen Anne 
houses along the aforementioned streets. Three-deckers are also well represented in this area and tend to be built along 
the entire length of streets such as Dawes, Chase, Taft and Trescott Streets. In a sense the best way to get a 
sense of the full sweep of Dorchester architecture from English settlement to electric trolley commuter-related housing 
is to look north along the 3-decker lined Dawes Street to the distinctive First Period form of the Blake House in its 
park setting. 


The boundary lines of this district have been drawn to encompass the Federal Style house at #978 Dorchester 
Avenue. Presently serving as the Dorchester Baptist Church, this L-shaped structure (5-bay, double pile main block 
with center entry) is situated on a granite block basement and is enclosed by a low hip roof . Sheathed in wood 
shingles , this building's proportions speak to the hand made, rather than machine made, nature of its construction. 


The Greek Revival Style is concentrated primarily on Pearl Street, with interesting examples at #'s 20,24, 32,33 
37°and 40 Pearl Street. One of the more intact examples of a side hall plan Greek Revival house stands at #32 
Pearl Street. This house's 3-bay main facade features tall windows which open on to a full length front porch with 
Tuscan columns. This house is enclosed by a pedimented gable.This house's edges are accented by wide corner, 
frieze and side boards. Across the street at #'s 33 and 37 Pearl Street is a3-bay x 2-bay Greek Revival house with 
unusually broad , paneled Doric pilasters (width of pilasters speaks to the influence of the British Regency style). At 
the center of the second floor, main facade is a Queen Anne octagonal bay addition. Still extant at #10 Pleasant 
Street isa relatively substantial, very intact, side hall plan Greek Revival house with a full length Tuscan columned 
porch, entrance with side lights and transom intact, flush boarding at the main facade and a pedimented gable with 
pedimented dormers on the Howes Street facade. 


The Carpenter Gothic is represented by the T-shaped house at #10 Thornley Street. Standing with a deep set back 
from the street this house has been altered by the installation of moder siding but retains original barge boards. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Por cnesTgc DA 


Property Name: Pleasant Street North 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


The Italianate style in the Pleasant Street North Area is most memorably represented by the mansion-scale residence at 
# 19 Sumner Street. Possessing proportions and overall large scale similar to the Mill Street/ Clam Point Area 
houses of similar vintage, this c. 1850s house is sitiuated on a low rise on an ample, tree shaded lot.. This house is 
composed of a 3-bay x 2-bay main block with a deep rear ell ; the ell exhibits a side porch which retains its fluted 
Jonic columns.flanked by octagonal bays. Its windows are fully enframed and exhibit cornice headed lintels. All that 
remains of the original cupola is its octagonal base. 


Italianate housing of a much smaller scale is located along Dawes Street (at Willis Street). Here, at 19,23,27 
Dawes Street, a small node of cross-shaped Italianate dwellings stand with bracketed 2.5 story gable ends to the 
street, their main entrances opening on to side porches on their north walls. 


The Italianate/Mansard style is scattered about this area with a substantial, stucco -covered double house of this mode 
at 210/220 Cottage Street adjacent to Richardson Park. Several noteworthy examples of the Italianate/Mansard 
style line Thornley Street, at the southern end of this area. Good examples include 7 Thornley Street , with its 
high style surface treatments, including corner quoins, fully enframed cornice headed windows and dentillated 
cornice. This house is enclosed by a bell- cast mansard roof. This house is also of interest for its extensive wood and 
brick rear ell and cobble- stone covered driveway. Other Thornley Street Italianate/Mansards of note include 10 and 
29 Thornley Street. 


Before considering the Queen Anne style, it should be noted that the boundary lines of this district have been drawn to 
jog eastward across Dorchester Avenue (the boundary line primarily adheres to the west side of the Avenue) to include 
the large L-shaped Italianate house (now a funeral home) with long, three-bay side facing the street at 10201 
Dorchester Avenue, the compact Queen Anne with appropriate paint colors and highly plastic surfaces alive with 
bays and oriels at 5 Romsey Street, corner of Dorchester Avenue 6/8 Romsey Street which is a charming 
double mansard house chararacterized by an L-shaped form, paired entrances and a heavy mansard roof. 


The Stick Style is generally incorporated with the Queen Anne. By far, the most stylish and substantial Stick/Queen 
Anne hybrid in the areais 30 Pleasant Street, corner of Mayfield Street. Here, facade treatments include an 
overlay of vertical and horizontal boards, clapboards and scalloped shingles. This house is also of note for the very 
high craftsmanship level evident in the turnings of its encircling verandah. The main facade features an attic gable with 
a small oriel window . Tall, very English Queen Anne chimneys with deep, arched brick work panels, rise from the 
roof's intersecting gables. Summer Street, near East Cottage Street, is something of a repository for ornate Stick 
houses with full blown examples at 18 and 22 Summer Street. 


The Queen Anne style is the most widely represented architectural style in this area. On street after street, this style, 
with its asymetrical massing, encircling verandahs and in some cases towered components add considerable interest to 
the streetscape. 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
—D okenestEr_ DA 


Property Name: Pleasant Street North 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description 


Streets such as Howes, Mayfield, Willis and Hinckley possess well crafted collections of Queen Anne's dating 
from the 1880s-early 1900s. 24 Mayfield Street is a robust example of a towered Queen Anne house with well 
formed and detailed front porch (short, squat Tuscan columns support segmental arches, porch entablature exhibits 
delicate swag and ribbon detailing in raised plaster relief). Across the street at 25 Mayfield Street is a towered , 
verandah encircled, assymetrically massed but much less ornate house which is currently painted a vibrant shade of 
red. 


Willis Street is primarily lined with Queen Anne 2-family housing characterized by broad street facing gables with 
deep scroll bracketed eaves and Palladian attic windows ( 19,21,23 Willis Street). 


Serving as a "gateway" structure to the Queen Anne housing of Willis Street is 11 Pleasant Street which combines 
highly plastic Queen Anne form (including unusual double dormer with paired Ionic columns and pyramidal roof cap) 
with Colonial Revival elements. Although one block away from each other, 14 Hinckley Street and 76 Mayfield 


Its 3-bay main facade features a center pavillion with heavy scrolled door hood, original multi panel front door set 
within a well molded segmental arch, a pair of tall arched windows at the second level surrounded by unusual, incized 
diamond shaped pattern . The front door is reached via a flight of granite steps. Its main entrance is 


Although not built as a private residence , the old Dorchester Club at #52 Pleasant , corner of Pearl Street, presents 
the appearance of an enormous Queen Anne, mansion-scale residence with highly irregular massing, front porch with 
graceful arches rising from squat, panelled Doric pilasters and a once open ,now enclosed, side porch with broad 
segmental headed arches. Towered segments project from the Pearl/Pleasant Streets corner and from the Pleasant street 
facade. The Pleasant Street wall exhibits a well crafted , very medieval -appearing brick chimney with recessed arched 
panel, plaque bearing the date "1892" and angled corbelling. This club started out in "rooms at Fields Corner" and in 
1892 moved into #52 Pleasant which upon completion "contained handsome parlors, reading rooms, billiard rooms 
and banquet halls, four spacious bowling alleys and a fine concert hall". For many years this has been (and still is ?) a 
Knights of Columbus lodge. 


In the Pleasant Street North Area, the Colonial Revival style rarely appears in "pure" form and generally appears as 
isolated elements in concert with Queen Anne form and elements. The noteworthy exception to this rule is the robust 
Georgian Revival mansion at 38 Pearl Street with its handsome center pavillion composed of paired Ionic columns 
and deep pedimented gable which is edged with brackets and enfraes a Palladian attic window. Also noteworthy are 
the fan and side light enframents of the center entrance and the handsome swans neck scroll lintels of the firsts floor 
windows. Enclosed by a hip roof with slate shingles mostly intact, this house exhibits well delineated dormers with 
swans neck scroll pediments. 


The Pleasant Street North Area posseses one of the finest collections of three- decker housing in Dorchester. It is 
probably fair to say that three- deckers with broad, robust and circular corner towered segments is one of the 
predominant triple decker types in this area and is well represented along Chase Street (7-19 and 8-22 Chase 
Street) in the north central part of this area. 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
POoCCHasTee DA 


Property Name: Pleasant Street North 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


James Blake was deacon of the Church for fourteen years, and was ruling elder for the same length of time. He died 
on June 28,1700. The Blake House remained in the familty until 1825. It was moved to its present location in 
Richardson Park in 1895 at which time it came under the ownership of the Dorchester Historical Society. 


In 1804, the Dorchester Turnpike was set out through this area from Lower Mills at the Neponset River to West 
Fourth Street in South Boston and ultimately linked up with the Dover Street (Berkeley St.) bridge to Boston. The 
turnpike was said to cost more than had been originally estimated and the charging of expensive tolls caused many 
travelers to bypass Dorchester in favor of a Roxbury to Boston route. Nevertheless, considerable money was made 
from the turnpike polls and it was only with the coming of the Old Colony R.R. through the area in 1844 and the 
corporation losing a costly turnpike -related accident law suit in 1852 that the turnpike faltered, failed, and was finally 
opened as a free public way in 1844.It was first called Dorchester Avenue in 1854-55 and then was called Federal 
Street until 1870 when the name reverted back to Dorchester Avenue. The only survivor from the early turnpike days 
is the hip roofed Federal house at 978 Dorchester Avenue. Built c. 1805-1810, it was evidently built for Joshua 
Gardner who owned extensive land holdings in the vicinity of Pleasant Street judging by the Norfolk deeds grantee 
index listings for Gardner. In 1835, George Newhall of Dorchester, merchant paid Gardner $3,500.00 for this house. 
Newhall lived here until his death c. 1880. Newall's heirs owned this house until as late as 1920. By the Depression 
era, May G. Lyons owned this property. 


One measure of this area's growth during the second quarter of the 19rth century was the constuction of Stoughton 
Hall (demolished) c. 1830. This school building stood at the intersection of Pleasant, Pond and Cottage 

Streets. Evidently administrated as a private academy, the astronomer George Bond received his early education at 
Stoughton Hall. Dorchester dignitaries such as William Bond, Dr. Benjamin Cushing and Zebedee Cook also studied 
at this school. Stoughton Hall also served as a community lecture hall where talks by noteworthy scholars such as Dr. 
Oliver Wendall Holmes, Ralph Waldo Emerson and Lucius M. Sargent were presented to the residents of northern 
Dorchester. Stoughton Hall as a community amenity in this area obviously speaks to the prescence of an educated, 
affluent citizenry. 


#10 Pleasant Street (comer of Howard) isa handsome, full blown Greek Revival house that may appear on the 
1850 Dorchester Map-deed work is recommended here for a house that probably dates to the mid 1840's.The earliest 
readily accessible deed reference to this house appears in a Norfolk County deed dated Apmil 10, 1855. At that time, 
Richard Uran of Dorchester sold “a certain lot of land with the buildings thereon" to John B. S. Jackson of Boston 
for $6, 198.00. Reference is made to the fact that Richard Uran purchased this "estate" from Peleg Sprague on 
November 13, 1824. (Norfolk Deeds Vol. 75, p.13). 10 Pleasant Street's appearance , however, suggests a 
construction date of the 1840s rather than 1820s. For many years it was owned by Dr. J.B. S. Jackson and his heirs. 
Prior to 1885, this house had a much larger lot that extended northward to East Cottage Street. Between 1894-98 , 
this house acquired a larger rear elland a rectangular stable at the rear of its lot. In 1898, Howard Street was a cul de 
sac off the west side of Dorchester Avenue and was not extended all the way to Pleasant Street until c. 1905. Later 
owners included Mary G. Murphy and Frances A. and John W. Lane (1910's-30's). 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DotcHester DA 


Property Name: Pleasant Street North 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Pearl Street has the largest number of extant pre - 1850 houses in this area. #10 Pearl Street #32 Pearl Street was 
owned from at least 1869 until c.1895 by a John Ferris. Later owners included Ida M. Walzinger, Catherine A. 
Gniffin and Mary Mc Manus.The Greek Revival house at 37 Pearl Street was moved to this lot in 1892 to 
accomadate the construction of the Dorchester Club. Built c. 1840-50, it was for many years the residence of John P. 
May who was the treasurer of the Dorchester Club at the time of its constuction. The May family owned this house 
until c. 1920. By 1933, Lillian Payton lived here. 10 Pearl Street is a Carpenter Gothic cottage that was built c. 
1850 . Overtime, it was owned by the Norton (1860s and 70s), Riley (1880s), Gillen (late 1890s) and Corcorans 
(1900s to 1930s). 


The 1850 Map of Dorchester shows the Pleasant Street North area as relatively densely settled. At that time there were 
no side streets in the large rectangular area bounded by Dorchester Avenue, Pearl Street (which is actually the first 
side street in this area), Pleasant street and East Cottage Street. The ancient oval area bounded by Pond and East 
Cottage Streets that contained the first meeting house is clearly shown . Additionally, Summer Street is shown 
running between Stoughton and East Cottage Streets. Seven houses bordered Peaerl Street, ten houses are shown 
bordering Summer Street, four houses were spread out along Pleasant Street and one house was located on the island 
created by East Cottage and Pond Streets. Pond Street was named for a long ago filled in pond that was located near 
Richardson Park. 


By 1850, the Pleasant Street North became host to a gentleman's estate, in addition to the landholdings of middle 
class farmers. 19 Sumner Street is a mansion -scale Italianate residence located a few yards south of East Cottage 
Street. Sumner Street started out as a driveway to this residence and Sumner Terrace represents the path that originally 
lead to a carriage house. For many years this was the home of Nathaniel Tucker, Dorchester gentleman and 
descendant of Edward Tucker who enlisted in Captain Lemuel Clap's militia company during the Revolutionary 
War.By 1884, Mary E. Rhoads owned this house. By 1898, Isaac H. Feinberg owned this property. This house 
remained under Feinberg ownership until c. 1925 when it passed to Antonio La Greca, barber. 


During the mid to late 19th century, the section of Pleasant Street North bounded by East Cottage, Pleasant, 
Stoughton and Bakersfield Street was part of the Captain Ezra H. Baker farm.Between 1870 and 1900, developers 
chipped away at this 520, 511 square foot tract, gradually buying parcels from Baker and his heirs, setting out house 
lot bordered cul de sacs which eventually became "through " streets such as Willis, Mayfield, Hinckley and Trescott 
Streets. 


The modest Italianate residences at 19, 23 and 27 Dawes Street represet a fairly typical development pattern for 
a discrete enclave of tract houses in Dorchester during the mid to late 19th century. Dawes Street starts out as a cul de 
sac off East Cottage Street simply called "Court" on the 1874 Atlas. Three vacant lots are outlined and labeled Martin 
M. Rogers. By 1884, these houses are standing and owned by an F.O. Nash. Dawes Street remained a cul de sac 
called Turpin Court.The Turpin farm was located on the east side of Dawes Street where three-decker houses stand 
today. During the 1890s and early 1900s these houses are owned by Mary E. Rhoades, owner of the Italianate 
mansion at 19 Sumner Street. By 1910 these houses were owner-Occupied with Benson B. Banker at 19, Mary Koe 
at 23 and Jonathan A. Hickey at 27. 


Between 1885 and 1893, Willis Street was set out over Baker farm land. Housig development was slow with 23 and 
27 Willis Street built as late as c. 1905. By 1910 , Rose S. Havey, teacher at the John Marshall School owned 23 
Willis Street while James H. Frenck owned 27 Willis Street. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DP ORCAHZSIER DA 


Property Name: Pleasant Street North 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


The substantial Queen Anne at 11 Pleasant Street, comer of Willis Street provides a fine introduction to the Willis 
Street development which seems to have been conducted by the Baker Farm Associates (more research needed on this 
group).This house's land cost $8,000.00. 11 Pleasant Street was built as a two-family house in 1898 for a Mrs. A. 
O'Rourke from designs provided by architect T. Edwin Sheehan . 


Trescott Street represents the very last piece of the Captain Ezra Baker to be developed. As late as 1910, the Baker 
farm house was still extant at the south east comer of Trescott and Bakersfield Streets. As early as 1894, the Baker 
Farm Associates included Trescott Street in a 60- house lot plan for the old farmstead. The first house on Trescott 
Street, other than the Baker Farm House was 15 Trescott Street. By 1912,Patrick O' Hearn, architect/builder and 
resident of 126 Melville Avenue had built 6 Trescott street and by 1918 all of the three-deckers on this street were 
extant and owned primarily by an S.F. Kelly ; sadly, the Baker farm house, after a half century of withstanding the 
intensive real estate development pressures of north Dorchester was no longer standing. 6-26 Trescott Street and 
16-36 Stoughton Street, (directly behind the Trescott 's three-deckers) form an exceptionally well-rendered node 
of housing of this type. These three-deckers are of interest primarily for their porch railing treatments which feature 

_ angled and slat-work baluster treatments on three floors. 


Turing to the development of the east side of Pleasant Street, it should be noted that the land bounded by East 
Cottage, Dorchester Avenue, Thorley Street and Pleasant Street was controlled by several rather than a single family 
which has resulted in a longer time frame of development and a more stylistically diverse collection of buildings. 


Mayfield Street was set out between 1874 and 1884 partly over the estate of James T. Howe. 24 Mayfield 
Street, one of the most ornate towered Queen Anne houses in northern Dorchester was built in 1894 for David A. 
Fowler from designs provided by William H. Besarick, architect of the Roger Clapp School on Harvest Street, 
Dorchester in 1896. 


Victoria Street was set out over William L. Austen's land c. 1890. In 1884 it is shown as a cul de sac extending 
eastward to about half its present length. The William Austen House is shown on the site of 38 Pleasant Street with a 
semi circular drive feeding into Pleasant Street and extensive grounds to the east and soth. During the 1890s the 
Austen House was transformed into one of the most grand and ornate Colonial Revival houses ever built in 
Dorchester. 38 Pleasant Street was remodeled for Austen's heirs and remained under their ownership until c. 
1910 when it became the "Burnap Free Home For Aged Women". From the early 1900s until at least the 
1930s, an Annie E. Burke lived here. 


Pleasant Street North's status as a stronghold for old familys like the Mays, Newhalls, Bakers etc. is underlined by 
the relocation of the upscale Dorchester Club from rented rooms at Field's Comer to an enormous Queen Anne 
clubhouse still standing at 54 Pearl Street that was completed in 1892. Described at the time of its completion 
as "very attractive , and within it is all that can be desired for beauty and utility. In the large and handsome parlors, 
reading-rooms, billiard rooms and banquet halls, together with four spacious bowling alleys and the fine concert hall, 
the members find every facillity for enjoyment." Women had access to the second floor parlors and the "ladies 
bowling alley". The membership is said to have risen from 200 to 250 of "the best peaple in Dorchester " shorily after 
this clubhouse's completion. By the World War I era, the Dorchester Club had sold this building to the Knighjs of 
Columbus; this clubhouse appears to be vacant at the present {jme. | 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DPoRecngstEe DA 


Property Name: Pleasant Street North 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Taft Street was developed exclusively with three-deckers at the turn-of -the century. The introduction of the electric 


_ trolley through this area during the early 1890s triggered the final wave of house construction in this area. Several 


Streets are comprised entirely or almost entirely of three- deckers including Dawes and Chase Streets. 5-30 and 
7-33 Taft Street constitutes a collection of three-deckers whose importance is greater than the sum of their parts. 
Many of these buildings have sustained alterations to fabric via vinyl siding but it is the streetcapes along Taft that are 
memorable. Here, closely spaced three- deckers with porches fronted by monumental columns are closely spaced, 
forming rhythmic repititions of columns, porch railings, octagonal bays and well -molded cornices. The monotony of 
this repition of features is relieved by the gentle bend in Taft Street near its intersection with Pleasant Street. 


In 1897, the northern edge of this district was radically transformed from a section of spacious estates owned by the 
Richardson and Andrews families to a densely built- up area of three-deckers bordering the Frederick Law 
Olmsted-designed Columbia Road Parkway. Stretching from Franklin Park to Pleasure Bay in South Boston, 


_ Columbia Road opened the Pleasant Street North area to further residential developoment. Richardson Park was 


apparrently a by-product of the landscaping involved in setting out the new parkway. 


The 1650 James Blake House was moved to Richardson Park in 1895. Richardson Park , is a more or less 
triangular green space that occupies the western part of the historic "island " bounded by East Cottage, Columbia 
Road, Pond Street and the side lot lines of housing fronting on to Pond and East Cottage. It was at the eastern end of 
this block that the first and second meeting houses stood during the 17th century. The1650 Blake House was moved 
here in 1895 from a lot bordering Columbia Road, just before the old North Burying Ground. Richardson Park was 
created at the turn -of- the- century to show case the Blake House and serves to provide a fine foreground for the 
William E. Russell School (see St. Margaret's/Boston Street area) . A key component in Richardson Park is the 
Edward Everett Statue. Sculpted in 1867, it is composed of bronze and represents the work of the important Boston 
sculptor William Wetmore Story.(1819-1895). Everett, a Dorchester native, was among other things, a Unitarian 
minister, professor of Greek at Harvard, and editor of North American Review. Elected to Congress at thirty and 
governor of Masschusetts at 41, Everett subsequently became ambassador to Great Britain, president of Harvard 
College and Secretary of State. Everett was the now forgotten "other" orator who shared the platform when Lincoln 
delivered the Gettysburg Address. This statue is said to have been moved three times before settling in Richardson 
Park (during the early 1900s?). 


Pleasant Street North is an enormously rich area in terms of variety and quality of architectural designs and deserves 
to be studied in depth. 
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AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property Address 
Dorchester Pleasrt Stel AJor 


Massachusetts Histoncal Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard Area Form No. 
Boston, MA 02125 
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MHC # Street - Date Historic Name/ Bidg.Type _— Style, Materials, Form 
Bakersfield St. 

45-63 Bakrsfield St 

56-72 Bakrsfield St - 
4-20 Dawes St. 
'7-27 Dawes St. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Massachusctts Historical Comnussion 
80 Boylston Strect 
Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Photograph 

(3"° x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses jor all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
fo continuation sheets. 


roll negative(s 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it, Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 


| tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
| north. 


Assessor's Sheets 


B 6OSTO 
E23 eee 


USGS Quad Area Letter f-orm Numbers in Area 


Town Boston, MAssachusetts 


Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 


Name of Area Savin Hill Flats 


Present Use residential with 


commercial along Savin Hill Avenue 


Construction Dates or Period c. 1840-1930 


Overall Condition fair- 200d 


Major Intrusions and Alterations fairly intact 


Acreage 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) Apmil, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 


AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
Savin Hill Flats, for the purposes of this survey, is bounded by the MBTA Red Linc tracks to the cast, Bay 
Street to the South, Dorchester Avenue to the west and Romsey Street to the north. (see attached map for more 
narrowly defined boundanes). This area's histonc resources are widely dispersed throughout the area, with little 
in the way of concentrations of architecturally significant structures. This area's buildings are overwhelmingly 
residential with a small node of commercial structures bordering Savin Hill Avenue. The oldest building in the 
area is belicved to be 71 South Sydney Street, a Gothic Revival cottage that was moved to this site between 
1884 and 1894 from an undetermined location. Moving west to east, Savin Hill Flat's streets are characterized 
by the following housing forms and styles: the side streets off Dorchester Avenue, including St. William and 
Hallam are bordered by three deckers. St. William Street's threc deckers (#'s 3 to 19) are noteworthy 
for their rythmic repetition of monumental fluted Doric columns which provide a visually effective backdrop for 
the modern St. Williams Roman Catholic Church on the north side of the street. A similarly rendered group of 
three deckers are located on both sides of Hallam Street (#'s 6 tol18 and 5 to17), one block to the south. 
Elton Street is bordered by Queen Anne houses of irregular form with porch's exhibiting well turned 
elements. The north-south streets in this area are characterized as follows: #'s 6 to 32 Auckland Street are 
pnmarily 2.5 story Queen Anne 2-family houses which stand with broad end wall gables and 2-story porches 
facing the street. #10 Auckland Street is the best preserved of the group and the only one with a corner 


tower. Continuing eastward, Sagamore Street offers upright and wing, 2.5 story, gable-end-to-street, 
Italianate houcino at 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

Historically, the area called Savin Hill Flats was considered part of Savin Hill. Savin Hill's original boundaries 
stretched eastward from Dorchester Avenue to Dorchester Bay and extended northward from Bay Street to Sudan 
Street. The Southeast Expressway of the late 1940s / early SOs served to cut the hill section of Savin Hill off from 
the "flats" and now Savin Hill has become more of a real estate term for the area east of the Southeast 

Expressway. Savin Hill Avenue which runs east -west through Savin Hill Flats represents a segment of the oldest 
road in Dorchester, dating back to the 1630's. It ran from the meeting house, on the corner of Cottage, Pleasant 
and Pond Streets, along Pleasant Street and ultimately along Savin Hill Ave to Rock Hill or Old Hill, later Savin 
Hill. Prominent early settlers in the Savin Hill Flats area included Richard Baker who built on the Tuttle House 
lot, later the site of the present St. Williams School.The completion of Dorchester Avenue, a Federal Period 
tumpike in 1804 opened the way for not only Norfolk County farmers to have a more direct route to Boston 
produce markets but also Bostonians seeking relief from the summer heat on Dorchester's picturesque shores and 
hill tops. In 1822 Joseph Tuttle purchased the old Wiswall House and remodeled it as an early "sea side hotel" 
(site of St. William's School, 100 Savin Hill Avenue). Tuttle was a successful merchant who lived on Pemberton 
Square in Boston. His enlarged Wiswall house became a seaside resort known as the Tuttle House, famous for its 
chicken dinners and winter sleighing parties. The Tuttle House was on the stagecoach line from Boston to 
Neponset, a pleasant ride of three miles at 12.5 cents each way. Over time Tuttle added stables, cottages, bowling 
saloons and an ice house in an effort to cater to his guests. A survivor from the Tuttle House period may be 71 
Sydney Street, a Carpenter Gothic cottage that seems to have been moved to its present lot at some point in the 
late 19th century. By 1844, the introduction of the Old Colony Railroad through this area made the Tuttle House 
€ven more accessible to guests and Tuttle, perhaps deeming the name "Old Hill" not enticing enough, renamed the 
area Savin Hill after the numerous columnar red cedars that covered the nearby hill. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/A tlases- 1794, 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918,1933 
Boston Directories: 1870-1945 . 

Dorchester Community News, 5/28/1993, "History: Savin Hill's Tuttle House" by A.M. Sammarco 
W.D. Orcutt, Good Old Dorchester, 1893 

Tercentenary Committee, "Dorchester Old and New, 1630-1930" 

Various authors, The Dorchester Book IIlustrated, 1899 


O Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7192 
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VENTO ORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
D o CCH ESTE 1D ia: 


Property Name: Savin Hill Flats 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


17 and 25 Sagamore Street. On the east side of Saxton Street, 39,41 and 43 representa rare 

(for the area) group of 2-family bow front red brick row houses. More characteristic of Saxton Street is the 
expanse of Queen Anne 2-family houses numbered 15 to 37 with their one- story porches and projecting, 
street-facing gables. Tuttle Street and South Sydney Street are characterized pnmarily by one and two family 
Queen Anne houses, which mise to a height of 2.5 stories, possess irregular forms and feature combinations of 
clapboards and wood shingle sheathing. Tuttle and South Sydney Street's houses aspire to a slightly higher quality 
craftsmanship and design than 1s found elsewhere in the neighborhood. Exhibiting irregular forms and well rendered 
shingle patterns, good examples of this type of housing are located 34,36,69,73/75, 86 Tuttle Street and 
50-94 South Sydney Street. The northem boundary of this district includes sections of east-west streets : 
Belfort and Romsey Streets and all of Hartland Street and has been drawn to include houses that represent various 
manifestations of the Queen Anne style, including a well preserved Stick /Queen Anne three decker at 32 Belfort 
Street , 3-story Queen Anne house with gable and attic Palladian window at 66 Romsey Street and a substantial 
three family Queen Anne with a broad, round tower and conical roof cap at 100 South Sydney Street. 


A small segment of Savin Hill Avenue has been included in the district to include noteworthy non residential 
structures, including St. William's Parochial School at 100 Savin Hill Avenue, a restrained, tan brick and 
cast stone timmed example of the Georgian Revival style and a Queen Anne commercial/residential block at 2 /4 / 6 
/ 8/ 10 Saxton Street noteworthy for its curved wall, metal Classical revival storefront, terra cotta panels and rope 
moldings as well as a well rendered corbelled cornice. At the northeast comer of Saxton and Savin Hill Avenue is 
another noteworthy Queen Anne masonry structure (84/86 Saxton Street ) with abutting, double bow front 
apartments called the Leeds Building. 


South of Savin Hill Avenue, Midland Street ( 11 to 31 and 4 to 34 ) represents a development of L and 
T-shaped, wood frame, side hall plan, cottage- scale, single -family, Italianate/Mansard houses with well preserved 
examples at 27 and 10 Midland Street. Situated at 4 / 6 Midland Street is a large, double, U-shaped 
Italianate / Mansard house which is constructed of wood and provides a fine introduction to the mansards of Midland 
Street. 


The only industrial structure in the area is the former Boston Insulated Wire and Cable Company building at 65 Bay 
Street. Presently abandoned, this 2.5 story brick and concrete structure dates from ca. 1910-1918. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 


“Dott espe _ EE 


Property Name: Savin Hill Flats 


[Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


During the mid 19th century, much of the Savin Hill Flats area that wasn't owned by Joseph Tuttle was owned by the 
Leeds and Worthington families. Saxton Street was set out around the turn of the century through the Leeds estate 
which was just to the west of the Tuttle estate and encompassed some 108,900 square feet. The Leeds name lives on 
in the Leeds Building apartments , a bowed, red brick structure at 5 Saxon Street. The northern portion of this area 
was subdivided into blocks by 1874 and owned by the Worthington family. The Wiswall-Worthington House once 
stood near the center of the block bounded by Dorchester Avenue, Elton Street, Auckland Street and Belfort Street., 
Auckland , Romsey, northern Sydney Street and Belfort Street were all part of the Worthington Associates parcels. 


Midland Street represents an early area of residential development, its mansard houses built during the late 1860's 
and early 1870's. It is listed in the Norfolk County Plan Index as early as 1857. The developer of this street may 
have been D.H. Mc Kay, lumber dealer whose son (?) Earnest A. Mc Kay, carpenter is listed as boarding on Midland 
Street in 1874. D.H. Mc Kay owned houses at 9,11, 27 Midland Street. #4/6 Midland Street originally 
faced Savin Hill Avenue and was moved back and turned to face Midland Street between 1910-1918, in order to 
accomadate a commercial building. 


During the 1890s and early 1900s, the once ample grounds of the Tuttle House resort were reduced in size by the 
subdivision of its land into lots for well crafted Queen Anne houses. 73,75 and 81 Tuttle Street provide physical 
evidence of the quality of these properties. Anna L. Worcester lived at #73 from the 1890s until at least 1920 while 
Mary F. Davis owned #81 until a police officer named F.S. Duffin purchased this house c.1915. 


During the early 1900s, industry came to the southern edge of Savin Hill Flats in the form of the m 

Boston Insulated Wire and Cable Company at 65-69 Bay Street. The south side of this company's 122,000 
square foot lot bordered the flats of Dorchester Bay while the Old Colony Railroad ran along the eastern edge of this 
industrial complex. Perhaps the introduction of industry to this area during the early 20th century, along with the 
more widespread use of the automobile signaled an end to the Tuttle House as an exclusive summer resort. The Tuttle 
House was sold in 1924 , subsequently razed and its lot was developed with buildings associated with St. 

Williams Roman Catholic School at 100 Savin Hill Avenue. 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission . 
220 Mormissey Boulevard Area Form No. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 


USGS Quad Area | etter T‘orm Numbers in Area 


Bosmw 
Massachusetts Historical Commission ION - (YE ais 


&) Boylston Strect 
Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Photograph 

(3° x3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
10 continuation sheets. 


roll negative(s 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
fion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north, 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 
Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 
Name of Area Savin Hill 


Present Use___ residential, park land 


Construction Dates or Period c. 1840-1930 


Overall Condition good-excellent 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acteage 

Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization Boston Landmarks Comm 
Date (month/year) March, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions tor completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
For the purposcs of this survey, the Savin Hill Area is bounded by the Boston Globe parking lot and a park on 
the north, William T. Mornsscy Boulevard and Dorchester Bay on the cast, on the south by Malibu Beach and 
on the west by the Southeast Expressway. The expressway scrves as a kind of "moat", kecping Savin Hill quite 
separate from the rest of Dorchester. Savin Hill is part of the northern peninsula of Dorchester, Massachusetts, 
which encloses Dorchester Bay. At the center of this area is a 110 foot elevation which contains a —_acre park. 
To the south, the boundary lincs for this arca have been drawn to include Mc Conncll Park, allcedged first 
landing site of the 1630 party of Englishmen from the ship Mary and John and Malibu Beach. Additionally, 
the Dorchester Yacht Club has been included within these boundarics. Fox Point Road originally traversed Fox 
Point, a small, but fairly prominent peninsula on the Dorchester Bay shorclinc, later expanded by landfill. The 
Savin Hill area posseses a street pattern which has been dictated by the prescence of the steep and rocky hill at 
the center of this area. This pattern may be described as consisting of two circular streets with side streets 
radiating off the outer "ring"; the inner is called Grampian Way and the outer ning is Savin Hill Avenue. Savin 
Hill is exclusively residential and its buildings are overwhelmingly constructed of wood. Although houses 
were constructed here in the 17th and 18th century, the earliest extant housing dates to the mid 1840s. The bulk 
of its housing dates to the last quarter of the 19th century. At the nsk of making too sweeping a generalization 
regarding its housing stock, it would seem fair to say that 3- decker and 2 -family housing is located at the 
edges of the district-- with the noteworthy exception of the stretch of housing along (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

Savin Hill is an area of great historical significance as the site of the first English settlement in the Boston area. 

On March 20, 1630, a group from Devon, Dorset and Somerset, England set sail on the Mary and John and on 
June 1,1630, stepped on to the sands of Savin Hill Beach (south side of the Savin Hill peninsula). Rowing in long 
boats from Hull, this party of settlers came upon the marshes of Fox Point, while the remaining Englishmen 
walked from Hull to Mattapanock, the Indian name for Dorchester. Under the command of Governor John 
Winthrop and the spiritual guidance of the Reverends John Warham and John Maverick, this group's journey was 
motivated in part, by a need to worship in a manner not condoned by the Church of England. Little besides natural 
features remains to link this area with the city's beginnings. Perhaps here, more than any other area in Dorchester, 
geology has significantly influenced the shape and character of settlement and its development. The 110 foot hill at 
the center of this peninsula became the site of a fort built in 1633 and it was here that "the great guns"were 
mounted in 1637. This hill was originally called "Rock Hill" (and later Old Hill) because of the exposed bedrock at 
the top of this eminence. Evidently, the fortification atop the hill was short lived and for two centuries the hill was 
utilized for little more than upland pasture. By the mid 19th century, this hill and its rocky, rugged, tree- covered 
terrain would become the perfect backdrop for suburban houses and summer cottages exhibiting architectural 
characteristics of the romantic revival styles. The top of the hill became a park in 1905, having been purchased by 
the city of Boston. 


The Savin Hill peninsula was originally connected to the main land by one road, Leeds Lane, which became Savin 
Hill Avenue. Grampian Way started out as "the way by Nathaniel Pattens and followed the western , northern and 
easter segments of the current street. The southeastern most segment of Grampian Way was referred to in old 
deeds as "the way to Beach". 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] See continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases-1794,1830,1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918, 1933 

Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

Orcutt, William Dana, Good Old Dorchester (1893) 

BLC Files-Conover Heather C., Mc Varish, Thomas, Strom, Elaine, Historic Preservation Statement: Savin 
Hill Survey and Planning Area, Tufts University, 1977. 

"Some Savin Hill (Dorchester ) Families", David T. Robertson 

Zurawski, Carol, Lynn Whitney, and Starbuck, David R., "Seventeenth Century of Dorchester" (Boston 
University) 1979 


[| Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7/92 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


~-MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 


Property Name: Savin Hill 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Savin Hill Avenue between Southview Street and Evandale Terrace (186 to 254 Savin Hill Avenue) where 
stylish and substantial, mid-late Victorian era residences were built to take advantage of water views. Returning to 
multi -family houses it should be noted that three- deckers are the first building type one sees from the Southeast 
Expressway or walking over the highway bridge from Savin Hill flats, falsely suggesting that this is the rule of thumb 
for housing in the entire neighborhood. These three- deckers line Hubbardston Road tetween 8-24. Three- 
deckers are frequently located along side streets off Savin Hill Avenue and Grampian Way and are mixed in with 
fairly substantial upper- middle- class residences between 132 to 185 Savin Hill Ave: 159 Savin Hill 
Avenue (corner of Playstead), for example is an L-shaped 2-family residence featunng a handsome encircling 
verandah with paired and clustered Tuscan columns. This Queen Anne/ Colonial Revival’s edges are accented by 
comer pilasters.Its wood shingle clad walls are pierced by simply enframed double windows which contain 12/1 
wood sash. This house is enclosed by a steeply pitched pyramidal roof with deep eaves and gable roofed dormers 
with retum eaves. 


Side streets like Playstead Road, Denny Street, Bayside Street and Southview Street. off the south side of 
Savin Hill Avenue, hold little in the way of architecturally significant "surprises", with the noteworthy exception of 
17/19 Playstead Road. Rectangular in form , this Carpenter Gothic house 's main facade is dominated by a tno 
of steeply pitched gables with lancet and diamond-shaped windows. Probably the oldest house in this area, it dates to 
the mid- 1840s. These side streets are mostly characterized by 2-family Queen Anne housing with rectangular plans 
and street-facing gables and 3-deckers which exhibit elements of the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival styles. 


Before focusing attention on the architecturally significant housing bordering Grampian Way and Savin Hill Avenue, 
several other secondary areas should be described in terms of their residential architecture. The streets on the western 
side of Savin Hill Park, including Caspian Way ( 5,9,10, 22,26) Castlerock Street ( 3,9, 10, 12,15,16, 
17) and Rockmere Avenue ( 11,14,15,20) are set out through rocky, upland terraine. The proximity to the 
park” imparts a semi-rural feeling to this "little comer" of Savin Hill which also may be said to include 14 to 20 and 
5 to 21 Grampian Way. The housing bordering these streets is primarily single- family Queen Anne, Shingle 
and/or Colonial Revivals. 5, 7, 9 Grampian Way, in this section, constitute an interesung, San Francisco-like 
streetscape of Queen Anne/Colonial Revival houses climbing the hill with two- story porches (featuring Colonial 
Revival elements like Tuscan columns and Georgian Revival balusters) taking advantage of the scenic views. 7 and 
9 Grampian Way are mirror images of each other with the placement of circular and bowed bays as well as porches 
On opposite locations on the main facades. These houses are crowned by hip roofs with double. gable - roofed 
dormers at the main facades. 


A less architecturally distinguished area of side streets is located on the north side of Grampian Way. This section 
takes in Savin Ct., Wave Way, Sea View Terrace, Davitt Street, Old Colony Terrace, Wedmore 
Street and Evandale Terrace. These small side streets dead end into the Boston Globe parking lot and a park. 
These cul- de -sacs tend to be lined with modestly - scaled wooden dwellings mostly representative of very plain 
examples of the Queen Anne. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
DORCHE STEN 


Property Name: Savin Hill 


og 
A 


indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued. 


with end wall gables facing the street, these houses also tend towards alterations to fabric and fenestration. Small, 
modern infill housing is to be found along Old Colony Terrace and the most substantial Queen Anne housing of 
these side streets is located along Evandale Terrace, with end wall gables facing the street, these houses also tend 
towards alterations to fabric and fenestration. Small, modem infill housing is to be found along Old Colony 
Terrace and the most substantial Queen Anne housing of these side streets is located along Evandale Terrace. 
There are essentially three sections of architecturally significant housing in Savin Hill: 1) #'s 199 to 254 Savin 
Hill Avenue, between Southview Street and Evandale Terrace along the south and east sides of this atrea. 2) #'s 
116/118 to 189 Grampian Way, between Evandale Terrace and Savin Hill Avenue 

and 3) #'s 24 to 96 Grampian Way, between Rockmere Avenue and Evandale Terrace. 


The first section encompasses most of the architecturally-significant residences of Savin Hill. Southview Street , 
extends along flat terrain bordered on both sides by architecturally -significant Italianate, Italianate/Mansard, Stick 
Style and Queen Anne single family housing. To the rear of the houses bordering the south side of Savin Hill Avenue 
is Malibu Beach. This area follows the great bend in Savin Hill Avenue turning northward at the intersection of Fox 
Point Road. This section ends at Evandale Terrace. It is impossible to make generalizations about the domestic 
architecture of this section of Savin Hill Avenue because of the individuality of each house's form and design. Most 
of these houses enjoy fairly ample set backs from the street, facing front lawns that are enclosed by hedge rows or 
picket fences. The relative abundance of mature trees and glimpses of open water underline how attractive this area 
must have been to Victorian homeowners in search of suburban living within easy commute to jobs in Boston. The 
Old Colony Railroad was set out along the western side of this area in 1844. 


Highlights of this section include: the Italianate/Mansard house at 210 Savin Hill Avenue, with its rectangular 
form and shallow, 2.5 story projecting center pavillion. Clad with clapboards, its symmetrical main facade features a 
center entry set within an arch and sidelights that appears to be a ca.early-mid 20th century addition. Its center 
pavillion is flanked by polygonal bays. It is crowned by a bell cast mansard roof which retains its roof slates. #213 
Savin Hill Avenue is a substantial, boxy Italianate house which retains its clapboard sheathing and is enclosed by a 
low hip roof . Its main facade features a center entrance which opens on to a small front porch with chamfered posts 
and is flanked by 2-story octagonal bays. Above the main entrance is a narrow, double arched window. 219 Savin 
Hill Avenue is an Italianate / Stick style house which is composed of a 2-bay x 2-bay main block and a 2-bay x 
2-bay east ell. The remarkable feature here is its hip roof and slanted first floor lintels which are covered with 

vibrant, original polychromatic slate shingles. Still intact at the apex of the roof is the cast iron cresting. The stick 
influence is evident in the bracing of the gabled dormer windows's. Virtually every house along Savin Hill Avenue 
between #'s 199 and 231 is architecturally noteworthy in some way. Other important houses bordering this stretch 
of the avenue include the T-shaped Italianate at #202 Savin Hill Avenue (could this be earlier?), The Colonial 
Revival at #206 Savin Hill Avenue with the long sides of its main block and east ell facing Savin Hill Avenue and 
the L-shaped Italianate/ Stick house at #212 Savin Hill Avenue. The square Queen Anne/ Craftsman style house 
and the Dutch Colonial at #'s 224 and 230 Savin Hill Avenue, respectively, represent early 20th century "in 
fill" residences. Fortunately, the scale and design of these later houses are compatible with the earlier houses along 
this "leg" of Savin Hill Avenue. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
Vortnesie fe 


Property Name: Savin Hill 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description 


As Savin Hill bends and tums northward, the quality of the housing becomes consistantly high with a remarkable 
grouping at #'s 240-254 Savin Hill Avenue. 242 Savin Hill Ave's towered villa form is wedded to Suck 
Style surface treatments of vertical and horizontal boards over clapboards. In general, its windows are fully enframed 
and exhibit shouldered corners and pediment-like center segments ornamented with circular bosses, although the front 
porch has been enclosed with clapboards and a pictre window. Sull intact are the onginal chamfered porch posts. 

244 Savin Hill Avenue is noteworthy for its vanety of surface treatments and appropriate paint colors. Its first 
floor is clad with clapboards, the second floor is covered with octagonal shingles and segments of half tmbenng 
appear on the first floor bay (main facade) as well as at attic level. This house is enclosed by a complex roof 
configuration of gable, hip, and gable- on- hip enclosures. This house retains its original, large, late19th century 


stable. 


The most architecturally significant house in the Savin Hill area is #'s 252/254 Savin Hill Avenue, an 
extraodinary towered Gothic Revival residence. This house is remarkable as one of the few brick structures in this 
area but more than that, noteworthy for its complex, multi -gabled form. The impact of romantic, Downingesque 
massing on mid- 19th -century American suburban housing is evident here. Its steeply pitched gables and 3-story 
pyramidal roofed tower display ornate, swag barge boarding (complete with king posts). This bargeboarding 1s intact 
along the eaves of its many structural components. Its paired entrances are set within lancet transoms and are situated 
on the towered and gable roofed "off-center pavillion". Flanking this entrance bay are porches with chamfered posts. 


On the odd numbered side of the street, #245 Savin Hill Avenue represents an unusually robust foray into the 
more sculptural qualities of Queen Anne domestic architecture dependent on rounded forms for design interest. Here, 
the off- center entrance is flanked by a narrow round towered segment and a much broader towered comer 
component. Both towers are capped by conical roofs. Projecting from the larger of the two towers 1s a curved onel 
window, which in turn, is enclosed by a conical roof cap. 

In addition to the waterside stretch of Savin Hill Avenue, stylish and substantial mid-late 19th century residences are 
located on lower (southem) Grampian Way. Set back facing ample lawns on the west side of lower Grampian Way 
are several architecturally significant residences including: the Italianate house at 47 Grampian Way which is 
characterized by a broad , 3-bay street-facing end wall gable. Although this house has been altered by modem 
siding, it retains its L-shaped form, fenestration (center entrance, flanked by tall double windows), as well as 
elements such as pedimented lintels and paired brackets at the eaves. The noteworthy aspect of this house is its siting 
and its unusually wide end wall gable. Next door at #189 Savin Hill Avenue is a large Stick/Queen Anne house 
Which has sustained additions over time but retains its high rubble stone basement and "skin" of vertical and 
horizontal stick elements applied over clapboards. Here and there, most notably and visibly at attic level are half 
timbered surface treatments. This house possesses a highly irregular form and deserves further study as much of it is 
hidden by tree cover. Across the street , the housing falling between #'s 116/118 and 186 Grampian Way is highly 
diverse in terms of historic architectural styles. Particularly noteworthy is the towered Queen Anne /Colonial Revival 
house at #174 Grampian Way with its intact front porch featuring paired and clustered Tuscan columns on plinths 
and turned balusters. 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued- 


To the nght of the porch is a three- story circular tower with conical roof cap. The main body of the house is enclosed 
by a steeply pitched hip roof. Its essentially boxy rectangular form is rendered irregular by the corner tower. Next 
door to the west at 176, 178, 182 Grampian Way is a tno of Bungalows with rectangular forms and clipped end 
wall gables which face the street. Just to the east of Grampian Way's intersection with Savin Hill Avenue is a good 
example of an early (for Savin Hill) Italianate house at #186 Grampian Way. Although altered by vinyl siding, this 
2.5 story house retains its cross- shaped plan and Italianate window enframements . 


Finally the third area of relatively substantial housing on Savin Hill is located along the stretch of Grampian that 
extends from the high ground near Rockmere's intersection with Grampian to the flat plain on the east side of Savin 
Hill --in other words within the section between #'s 24 and 96 Grampian Way. This segment Grampian actually 
represents more of a diverse collection of house types with modest late 19th century vernacular cottages rubbing 
elbows with substantial residences. Starting with housing on the high ground and working our way down the hill is 
the Mansard /Stick cottage at 24 Grampian Way. Here, this 1.5 story house is dominated by a massive hip- on 
-mansard roof which encloses a lower floor exhibiting horizontal and vertical boarding over clapboards. The 
horizontal stick elements are edged with lacy gingerbread detail. This house's 3-bay main facade features a center 
entrance which retains its original porch . Projecting from the gambrel gable above the main entrance and nsing from 
the porch roof is a later , clapboard- clad addition. This house sits on a relatively ample lot with mature trees and a 
semi-circular driveway---providing a glimpse of Savin Hill in its early days as a still-rustic Boston suburb. Across 
the steeet at 25 Grampian Way is a large, 2.5 story, cross-shaped Queen Anne house with an encircling verandah 
which exhibits turned posts and railing balusters. This house stands with end wall gable facing the street. Its side 
walls exhibit a flared, apron band of diamond shaped wood shingles which seperates the clapboard-clad first and 
second floors. The attics of the intersecting gables are covered with octagonal and staggered butt shingles. 

37 Grampian Way is a good example of a bungalow set high on a rubble stone foundation. This house overlooks a 
"gap" in the streetscape that is essentialy too steep to build on but affords unobstructed views of the Boston skyline. 
42,44, 46, 50, 54 and 56 Grampian Way are essentially plain, vernacular Queen Anne houses which stand 
with end wall gables facing the street. 66/66A Grampian Way is the only masonry double row house in Savin 
Hill. It stands with bowed and flat entrance bays facing Grampian Way. 65 Grampian Way, across the street, is 
part of Savin Hill's fine collection of towered Queen Anne houses. 71 Grampian Way is an interesting Italianate 
house (altered by vinyl siding) which is set on a rise with narrow end wall facing the street. Its main entrance is 
located at the center of the long side wall which overlooks Savin Hill Park. Still intact is its full length Italianate porch 
complete with chamfered posts and brackets. Its proximity to the park makes this house look more like its the 
centerpiece of a large mid 19th century estate. Finally, looking northwest from Grampian's intersection with Evandale 
Terrace and Savin Hill Avenue is a memorable streetscape of Shingle Style and Queen Anne houses numbered 86, 

90, 92 96 Grampian Way. Their siting (across from Savin Hill Park), form (intersecting gambrels, sweeping 
roof lines), and materials (dark brown and weathered wood shingles) create an ideal suburban domestic architectural 
scene. 


The handful of modest Italianate and I talianate/Mansard cottages at 385, 379 and 375 Savin Hill Ave were built 
ca.1870 ina section of Savin Hill that is devoid of water views, park frontage and picturesque rocky out croppings. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DORCHESTER poked 


Property Name: Savin Hill 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which ts being continucd below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Additionally, #'s 350 and 362 Savin Hill Avenue are cottage- scale Italianate/Mansards whose boxy L-and 
rectangular forms, respectively are enclosed by straight sided hip on mansard roofs. #350's full length front porch 
features turned posts and railing balusters that may represent a later addition. Otherwise, this stretch of Savin Hill 
Avenue, between Laselle Park and Wedmore Street is lined with 2-family Queen Anne houses (end wall gables to 
street), Queen Anne/Colonial Revival triple deckers (typical examples flank #350)-- #354 Savin Hill Avenue 
features flat and polygonal entrance bays. A three tier porch extends from the flat bay and is characterized by 
monumental square posts and slatwork railings at each level. #346 Savin Hill features flat and polygonal bays on 
its main facade with a porch on only the entrance level. It is clad with wood shingles and culminates in a molded 
comice. 


The only non residential buildings in this area are the former John Lothrop Mottley Elementary School and 
the Dorchester Yacht Club. The Motley School was built in 1911 from designs provided by the schoolhouse 
department. The school is situated near the western edge of this area at 141 Savin Hill Avenue. Designed in the 
Georgian Revival style, this S-shaped, masonry building has been adapted for reuse as housing. 


The Dorchester Yacht Club at the extreme southwestern comer of this area consists of a boxy, rectangular, 
2-story Craftsman style structure which is covered with weathered wood shingles and enclosed by a hip roof. 
Additionally, on the north side of this club house are two long narrow gable- roof enclosed structures that are 
constructed of wood and covered with wood shingles. Additionally, this club house has extensive board walks and 
docks on its premises. It is located just to the east of the Southeast Expressway at the southeastern end of Savin Hill 
Beach, near Mc Connell Park. It overlooks a small cove that is part of Dorchester Bay. 


Savin Hill is blessed with ample park land for such a relatively small neighborhood; on the south is Me Connell 
Park which was set out in as Well as Savin Hill Beach and Malibu Beach which is adjacent to Morrissey 
Boulevard. At the center of this community is Savin Hill Park whose rocky tree covered heights and flat areas 
along lower Grampian Way provide a glimpse of the natural terrain first encountered by the English party of settlers 
from the ship Mary and John in 1630. Savin Hill Park was created in . In the park, opposite the intersection of 
Grampian Way, Savin Hill Avenue and Evandale Terrace is a granite boulder with a bronze plaque which 
reads: ©" At the foot of this hill, the early settlers came ashore in small boats to make the first permanent settlement in 
Dorchester having sailed from England in the ship Mary and John, March 1630-June 1630. The hill was fortified in 
1634. This granite boulder was placed here by the City of Boston on June 5, 1909." 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DORCHESTER DC 


Property Name: Savin Hill 


Indicate cach item on inventory torm which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued- 

Between 1630-1700, a handful of families lived within the Savin Hill area, including members of the Thomas 
Hawkins, John Gurnell, John Mason, Richard Baker and Nathaniel Patten families. Roger Ludlow, Governor 
Endicott's brother-in-law was a prominent member of this early settlement living on the south side of Savin Hill. 
Ludlow had been chosen assistant or director of the Massachusetts Company in London before sailing on the Mary 
and John. He was chosen Deputy Governor in 1634. His failure to become governor in 1635 caused him to abandon 
Dorchester in favor of joining the group that founded Windsor, Connecticut. Ludlow's house is said to have survived 
until 1730. During the siege of Boston in 1775-76, Patriot troops were quartered in an old barracks on Savin Hill. 
During the War of 1812 fortifications were erected on what was still called Rock or Old Hill. Savin Hill remained 
under the control of a handful of families until the early 19th century. 


In 1822, Joseph Tuttle converted the Wiswall estate (see Area Form on Savin Hill Flats) into the Boston area's first 
seaside hotel. Tuttle renamed what had been called Rock Hill, or Old Hill as it was sometimes named in deference to 
its status as the site of first settlement. Tuttle called this area Savin Hill at this time, after the scientific name for the 

red cedar which covered this area. 


In 1844, the introduction of the Old Colony Railroad along the west side of this area represents the beginings of the 
modern neighborhood known as Savin Hill. This area became accessible to well to do businessmen.. 
The key to understanding the post-1845 development of Savin Hill is the "Plan of Savin Hill belonging to Messrs. 
Worthington and Robinson". Surveyed on August 16,1845 by Charles Whitney, this plan shows the entire Savin Hill 
peninsula with a street and lot pattern that corresponds to that of the present day but with several noteworthy 
exceptions. Firstly, the entire peninsula is shown as carved up into house lots, including the acereage that currently 
comprises Savin Hill Park. Secondly, a never cut-through north-south street called Alpine Avenue is shown wending 
its way around the east slope of Savin Hill.Thirdly, street names have changed over time. Savin Hill Avenue was 
called Indian Way between the Old Colony Railroad tracks and Denny Street. The remaining segment of Savin Hill 
Avenue was called Atlantic Avenue. Grampian Way, originally referred to only the segment of this thoroughfare 
| between present day Evandale Terrace and the section of Savin Hill Avenue near the railroad. The remaining segment 
of Grampian Way was called Glenway. Rockmere Street was proposed as a cul-de sac called Rockland which 
culminated in a circular area near the center of the current park. Caspian Way and Hubbardston Road were originally 
called Woodland Avenue and Rockland, respectively. The latter street joined Springdale Street at a nght angle. The 
only side street at that time was called Bath Avenue, now Denny Street. 


By 1850, 10 houses were extant on the Savin Hill Peninsula; today, only two or three have survived from this early 
period, including the Carpenter Gothic 17/19 Playstead Street and the Italianate houses at 186 Grampian Way 
and 379 Savin Hill Avenue. 17/19 Playstead Street was built c.1845-50 for Daniel Denny , a Boston 
pharmaceutical merchant and a founder of the Dorchester Historical and Atiquarian Society. This house originally 
faced Savin Hill Avenue and was moved to its present site c.1894-98. In addition, the 1850 map shows only one of 
the two rings of Savin Hill Streets. To complicate matters this ring represents segments of Grampian Way and Savin 
Hill Avenue.The curent path of Savin Hill Avenue is shown running from the railroad tracks to what is now Evandale 
‘Terrace. Here it joins with the northeastern segment of Grampian Way. The northeastern section of Savin Hill Avenue 
Isshown as running only as far as the entrance to the present Savin Hill Ct. 
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Indicate cach item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Edward Everett , in his Fourth of July Oration delivered at Dorchester in 1855 made references to the Savin Hill of the 
early and mid 19th centurys. He recalled that " Old Hill as we called it in the days of my boyhood more than fifty 
years ago (it has lost that venerable name in the progress of refinement, though it has become a half century older.) 
Notwithstanding the tasteful villas which ador its base, it exhibits substantially the same grouping of cedars and the 
same magnificent rocks, and commands the same fine view of the harbor which it did before a single house was built 
within its precincts. Venerable trees which seemed big to me in childhood seem but little bigger now, though I can 
trace the storms of fifty winters on some of their well collected branches." 


Evidently , "the tasteful villas at the base of Savin Hill" mentioned by Everret in his 1855 Independence Day Adress 
include 120, 147 and 186 Grampian Way. 120 Grampian Way is discussed below . The Greek Revival / 
Italianate 147 Grampian Way appears to date to the early 1850's.It was owned by Eveline Hart in 1874 , B.P. Mc 
Intosh in 1884, Andrew F. Dyer, clerk by 1894 and from the late 1890's until at least the early 1930's by Charles H. 
Howard. The Italianate house at 186 Grampian Way appears on the 1850 Map labeled L. or I. Clark. By 1874, 
Alice and George Nazro owned this house. The Nazros owned this house until the early 1900's. By 1933, William J 
and Patrick J. Healy, laborer and salesman lived here. 


Residences associated with the the Worthington and Robinson families, Savin Hill's "first families" include the Stick 
style house at 242 Savin Hill Avenue (c.late 1860's?)) and the Italianate house at 120 Grampian Way (c.early 
1850's) , respectively. The Robinson family owned extensive tracts on the north side of Savin Hill. These tracts had 
been part of first settler John Eeeles lands which later passed to Nathaniel Patten during the mid 17th century.Patten's 
name lived on many years after his death in Patten's Cove, a part of Dorchester Bay which seperated Savin Hill from 
the Cow Pasture (Columbia Point).Patten died without heirs and this land was purchased by the Robinson family 
-evidently by the end of the 17th century and owned by them until the subdivisions of the mid-late 19th century. Less 
clear is the history of Worthington land ownership at Savin Hill . According to the 1869 Taxable Evaluation of the 
Town of Dorchester, William Worthington's estate at Savin Hill encompassed a house, stable,three large tracts of land 
as well as 35 acres of marsh. In any event, 242 Savin Hill Avenue passed from the heirs of William Worthington 
to Nathan T. Robinson, flour and grain, Dorchester Avenue by 1894. Robinson's home address is listed as "Adams 
Opposite Linden", suggesting that 242 was a summer home or an investment property. Nathan T. Robinson owned 
this house until the early 20th century. By 1933, it was owned by real estate agent Robinson N. Winthrop. 

120 Grampian Way was owned by Hiram B. Robinson,"hay and grain" from at least the mid 1870's until the early 
1900's. By 1933 Mrs. Mabel F. Cole owned this property. 


Cursory deed research seems to indicate that the sale of the lots shown on the Whitney Plan began in earnest during 
‘the 1860's. Lots 32 and 33, the future site of the Italianate Mansard house at 231 Savin Hill Avenue was sold to 
Gardner P. Drury of Boston by William F. Worthington and John H. Worthington, merchants, for $2,494.33 on 

January 1, 1860. Drury quickly sold this lot to George H. Hepworth, Dorchester clergyman for the then considerable 
‘sum of $11, 624.69 on July 2,1860. 231 Savin Hill Ave was built between 1860 and 1866. On July 3,1866, Susan 

B. and Thomas Tracey Ordway purchased this house from Hepworth for $10,000.00. Ordway's business is listed 
as Ordway Brothers and Co., 11 Temple Place. Later owners of #231 Savin Hill Avenue included Charles Norvell 

(1880's and 90's), Sarah J. Ross (early 1900's) . John H. Sullivan , truckman and Chester L. Weaver, social worker 
lived at 231 by the early 1930's. 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Also dating to the 1860's is the William P. Hunt, at 24 Grampian Way , an Italianate/Stick/Mansard hybnid that 
retains, to a remarkable degree, its mid -19th- century setting complete with still-ample lot, semi-circular dnveway 
and mature trees. Hunt was the treasurer of a Boston iron company and owned several other parcels of land at Savin 
Hill. By 1884, Nancy Kehew owned this house. Abbie A. and George Wnght of the Wnght and Ditson Company 
owned this property from the 1890's until at least the early 1930's. 


By far, the most stylish and substantial housing at Savin Hill is located along two segments of Savin Hill Avenue: the 
segments from Southview Street to Fox Point Road and from Fox Point Road to Wedmore street. 

Among the attractions of these segments of Savin Hill Avenue were water views and flat land that was easy to build 
on compared to the rocky, ledgy areas in the western, northern and central sections of this peninsula. Although a few 
houses were built along these desirable segments of Savin hill Avenue, most of its house construction occurred 
around 1880. Residing within this avenue's upscale enclave's during the late 19th century were George A. Dary, 
lawyer, 5 Pemberton Square, at 210 Savin Hill Avenue from c.1880-1900, W.B. Closson, engraver, at 212 
Savin Hill Avenue from c.1880-early 1900's and H.H. Crosby , occupation unlisted, owner of the Italianate 
house at 213 Savin Hill Avenue from c. 1880-1890. Additionaly, D.B. Closson, boot and shoe dealer with the 
N.S. Gould Co., owned the Italianate Mansard house at 216 Savin Hill Avenue, while the Italianate /Stick style 
house at 219 Savin Hill Avenue was built ca. 1880 for Claudius B. Patten, cashier, State National Bank. 


Similarly, the segment of Savin Hill Avenue between Fox Point Road and Wedmore Street was built up with large 
wooden residences on ample lots, with some retaining their late 19th century stables. The earliest residences on this 
"leg" of the Avenue are 235 and 242 Savin Hill Avenue. The former was built in the Italianate Mansard style 
¢.1870 while the latter evidently dates back to the late 1860's.235 Savin Hill Avenue was built for Dr. Daniel S. 
Bartlett, dentist while 242 Savin Hill Avenue was built for William Worthington of William Worthington and Co. 
Proving that the teachings of landscape architect and architectural critic Andrew Jackson Downing were alive and 
Well, thirty years after first publication, is the remarkable, ca. 1875 brick house at 252/254 Savin Hill Avenue. 

_ Designed in the Gothic Revival/Italianate style for John H. and James H. Stark, this house is noteworthy for its 
assymetrical massing and irregular sillouette along with its leafy suburban setting. John H. Stark, the owner of #252 
| Was a conveyancer. Also listed at this address was Frederick J. Stark, cashier. #254 was owned by James H. Stark, 
President of the Photo Electrotype Co. James H. Stark had the distinction of being on the first board of the Dorchester 
Historical Society at the time of its organization on April 10,1893. The Stark family owned this house until at least 
the early 1930's. Built on the lawn of the A.R. B. Robinson house, is 245 Savin Hill Avenue, the towered 

| Queen Anne house of c. 1890 built for Byron C. Burnham, electrotyper. . 


189 Grampian Way, built c.1880 in an exotic blending of the Italianate, Stick and Queen Anne styles, may be one 
of the few known Savin Hill houses to have been designed by and for an architect as George H. Young, architect is 
listed here during the 1880's. 


A noteworthy contemporary of Savin Hill Avenue's ca. 1880 residences is the I[talianate/Stick house at 5 Caspian 
Way . Overtime it has been the home of H.D. Lewis, Luther S. Phelps, and by 1933, Howard W. Woodward, 
lawyer. 
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Historical Narrative continued 


During the late 19th century sections of Savin Hill bordering the Old Colony Railroad or encompassing rocky, 

rugged terraine were slow to build-up.The exception to this rule, and deserving further study, is Savin Hill Court 
and vicinity at the northwest corner of Savin Hill.As early as 1850, four houses were located in this section 
and by 1874, a cluster of modestly scaled dwellings was located here.A survivor welling from this node of early, 
modestly scaled dwellings is 370 Savin Hill Avenue. Built c.1885, 350 Savin Hill Avenue is a Mansard 
cottage that is another relatively early dwelling in an area that was built up with three-deckers and modest Queen Anne 
houses after 1890. This house may have been built by John Mc Morrow, a contractor listed as living at 1351 
Dorchester Avenue but owning 350 Savin Hill Avenue during the 1890s. By 1933, Robert D. Collett, superintendant 
lived here. 291 Savin Hill Avenue is more characteristic of the type of small Queen Anne housing built along the 
segment of Savin Hill Avenue between Old Colony Terrace and Savin Hill Court. It was built c.early 1890's for 
Annie and Frank W. Wenners, tailor. By 1933, Garret P. Lacey, assistant engineer of the Public Library lived here. 


More substantial housing was built on the rocky terrain of Savin Hill's upper, southwestern slopes during the 1890's. 
21 Grampian Way, corner of Rockmere Avenue (then called Rockland) , 14 Rockmere Avenue and 
20 Rockmere Avenue are Shingle Style houses whose rough weathered shingles complement the surrounding 
tugged, rustic terrain.Early occupants (1898) of these houses included Abigail H. Merrick at 21 Grampian, Sidney 
E. Perkins,artist at 14 Rockmere and Jennie W. Robbins at 20 Rockmere. Appropriately enough for a house on 
elevated terrain, 14 Rockmedre was the home of S.F. Perkins, proprietor of the Aenal Advanced Kite and Balloon 
Sky Display Co. 


Between 1890 and 1920, the section of Savin Hill Avenue between the railroad tracks and Southview 
Street was built-up with single and two family Queen Anne and/or Colonial Revial houses as well as three deckers, 
reflecting the market for less affluent commuters who needed to be within walking distance of the Savin Hill train 
station. This was also the period that short side streets were set out from the water side of Savin Hill Avenue.One of 
these streets is Bayside which was set out c.1900 following the property line seperating the James Lyon and Daniel 
Denny estates.10,14 and 18 Bayside Street are three deckers built c.1910-1918 on part of the James Lyon 
estate. In 1933, 10 Bayside Street was occupied by firemen including Michael Carney, Jason J. Kane, Captain FE 
7and William H. Mc Neil, FE 52. 14 Bayside Street's occupants included Sven W. Lind and Andrew C. Mac 
Aulay, brass finisher, John O'Donnell and John W. Radcliff, secretary treasurer of the Portland Elevator Company. 
| Dating to the mid 1890's in this section of Savin Hill is the handsome Queen Anne/Colonial Revival single family 
house at 159 Savin Hill Avenue. It was built for Raymond Johnson (no occupation listed). 


It should be noted that historically, Savin Hill has been a stable community, with long term home ownership by a 
single family being fairly common for periods of up to thirty or fourty years. The Starks of 252/254 Savin Hill 
Avenue are but one example of long term ownership of a house by a single family. Savin Hill's more substantial 
houses do not seem to have been subdivided during the Depression years of the 1930's as was typically the case 
elsewhere in Dorchester. Upper middle class professionals continued to live in the large houses overlooking 
Dorchester Bay including William Hoag of 210 Savin Hill Avenue, President/Treasurer of the Provident Realty 
Co., Charles F. Gettemy, Assistant Federal Reserve Agent, Federal Reserve Bank of 212 Savin Hill Avenue, 
Edgar S. Dor, civil engineer of 213 Savin Hill Avenue , Alfred Carlson, assistant engineer of 244 Savin Hill 
Avenue and George F. Brinson, engineer, 240 Savin Hill Avenue. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
DORCHESTER 


Property Name: Savin Hill 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


The construction of non-residential buildings at Savin Hill are part of a later chapter in the annals of this arca's 
history. Although not situated on the Savin Hill peninsula, the Dorchester Yacht Club has been included in this study 
area. Originally located at Clam Point on Freeport Street, it moved to its current location during the early 1900s. The 
John Lothrop Motley School was built in 1911 at 141 Savin Hill Avenue on what had been the old Benjamin 
Wiggin estate. The Motley School was designed by the school house department. 


During the first half of the 20th century, Savin Hill's original topography was radically changed by landfill and 
highway construction. Landfill operations associated with the Old Colony Boulevard later the William T. Morrisey 
Boulevard was completed in 1921, effectively cutting Savin Hill off from much of Dorchester Bay. In the process of 
landfilling, the shape of Fox Point, a small, distinctive peninsula off the southeast corner of Savin Hill was 
completely obliterated to accomadate the boulevard's construction.During the early 1950's, the Southeast Expressway 
was constructed on the west side of Savin Hill. Although Savin Hill had been seperated from the rest of Dorchester 
by the Old Colony Railroad tracks since 1844, the expressway served to make this isolation even more pronounced. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 


USGS Quad Area Letter = ltorm Numbers in Area 


= Boston 
IRAL at N-I2E 
Massachusctts Historical Commission ad talib oats 


80 Boylston Strect 
Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
fo continuation sheets. 


roll negative(s 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
fion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Town Boston, Massachusctts 


Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 
Name of Area Jones Hill 
Present Use residential 


Construction Dates or Period c. 1850-1920 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations 


Acreage 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) Apmil, 1995 a 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
Jones Hill 1s circumscribed by a system of streets that date back to the 17th century, including Columbia 
Road(Boston St) and Stoughton Street on the north and northeast, Pleasant Street on the east and south east as 
well as Hancock Street on the west, southwest. The Jones Hill area contains an unusually rich concentration of 
substantial , architecturally significant residences dating from the late 19th and carly 20th centuries. The primary 
period for setting out new streets in this area was 1870-1890.The most desirable of this area's streets, in terms 
of stylish and substantial housing stock and views of Dorchester Bay was Cushing Avenuc, originally called 
Thacher Street, which serves to link this hill - top residential enclave with the Uphams corner commercial center 
to the north and Sawycr Avenuc to the south. Everett Street, off Stoughton Street posseses relatively carly 
residential development in the form of L-shaped Italianate/Mansards at #'s 15 and 18 Everett Avenue. 
Scattered here and there are rather unique (to the area) housing forms and styles that tend to date from the early 
part of the 1870-90 Jones Hill development. For example,#15A Peverell Street, with its clipped gables, 
board and batten clements, bracing, wood panels in the form of crosses and a little balcony at attic level speak to 
the Suck Style's debt to Swiss country cottages for inspiration . The Carpenter Gothic house at #118 Cushing 
Avenue, posseses an extremely complex form characterized by projecting wall segments and dormers 

enclosed by steeply pitched roofs. This free ranging form is visually tied together by a string course containing 
incised tnangular forms between floors one and two. The Italianate does not appear with any great f requency in 
this area with the noteworthy example of 120 Cushing Avenue-a very compact, boxy 3-bay x 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

Jones Hill was named for Thomas Jones, an original owner of the eastern slope of this hill . The Old Jones House 
of 1636 was located on the site of 65 Pleasant Street , corner of Whitby Terrace.Jones was a selectman of the 
town and a wealthy landowner; he is buried in the Dorchester North Burying Ground at Upham's Comer.The 
house presently occupying this site was built in 1804 after a fire destroyed the seventeenth century structure. Few 
houses were built on Jones Hill prior to 1775. The housing extant on Jones Hill today represents what historian 
Douglas Shand Tucci has called the "Second Settlement of Dorchester" which began about 1850 . The 1850 Map 
of Dorchester and Milton shows 14 houses ringing the lower levels of Jones Hill. Unlike the houses that would be 
constructed on the upper slopes later on in the century, these mid 19th century Jones Hill houses were owned by 
old Dorchester families including Clapps, Trulls, Jones, Downers, Davenports and Gardiners. The plain Federal 
cottage at 125 Stoughton Street, long associated with the Clapp family is one of the oldest houses in the study 

area, dating to at least 1830.By 1874, an A.C. Clapp owned this house and David Clapp, a printer at 334 
Washington Street lived here during the late 19th century. Unfortunately the residences of the Downer and Thacher 
families represent "Lost Dorchester". Samuel Downer (1807-1881), inventor of Kerosene lived on a Jones Hill 
estate that was located at the southwest corner of Downer Avenue and Hancock Streets. The c.1&30's Downer 
House faced east and his land rose directly behind the house to the summit of Jones Hill. Downer cut terraces into 
his hillside and experimented with horticultural pursuits.Downer served as director of the Massachusetts 
Horticultural Society and in this capacity experimented with the hybridization of fruit trees. His horticultural 
iiumph was "Downer's Late Cherry" which thrived on his terraced estate.His estate reflected his considerable 
Wealth, complete with house, stable and many acres of land.Downer Street was cut through his estate c.1870. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/A tlases- 1794, 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918, 1933 
Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

Harris, Cyril M. Historic Architecture Source Book, 1977 

Tucci, Douglass Shand,The Gothic Churches of Boston, 1972 

Tucci, Douglass Shand, Built in Boston, City and Suburb, 1978 

Sammarco, Anthony M., "The Evolution of Jones Hill", 1/11/1990 


Warner, Built in Boston, City and Suburb, 1978 


a Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Critena Statement Form. 7192 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
Do RcHEecTER 


Property Name: Jones Hill 


Form No: 
DE 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


2-bay . 2-story residence with well crafted front and side porches and a low hip roof with paired brackets.A rare 
representatson of the Italianate Style on Jones Hill is the cross -shaped, P.B. Chamberlain House at 2 Wilbur 
Street. 


More characteristic of Jones Hill area are the large Queen Anne, Shingle and Colonial Revival show places which 
preside over Cushing Avenue, Sawyer Avenue, Salcombe Street and Windemere Road including, a towered Queen 
Anneat 27 Cushing Avenue, aStick/Queen Anne at 35 Cushing Avenue with three levels of porches, 
distincuve arched porch bracing and 1-3 story polygonal bays, a stately Queen Anne/ Colonial Revival house with 
three levels of porches at 30 Cushing Avenue presides over the Cushing/Upham Avenue intersection while a 
highly symetnical, hip roofed Colonial Revival house at 36 Cushing Avenue completes this quartet of stylish and 
substanual houses. Perhaps the most exotic foray into the Queen Anne style occurs at 125 Cushing Avenue. Here, 
is amansion scale residence with formal, center pavillion (with modified minaret-like roof form), and intersecting hip 
and gable roof components. A good example of a twin towered Queen Anne is 40/42 Sawyer Ave. with its large, 
very intact stable at the rear of the property. 22,24, 26 Jerome Street constitute a memorable streetscape of 
towered Queen Annes. By far the most ornate Queen Anne house in this area is the rambling, towered house at 

17/19 Cushing Avenue. Built in 1893 by and for New England builder Sylvester Parshly, 17/19 Cushing 
Avenueis part of a memorable streetscape of Queen Anne residences which includes 15 and 21Cushing 
Avenue. he Hoadley House at15 Cushing Avenue (1886) is characterized by typically Queen Anne 
asymmetrical massing and a loggia-like front porch noteworthy for its short, tured posts which spring from _plinths 
and support segmental arches. These arches are echoed in the porch atop the second floor of the east wall's square 
bay. Situated at the northwest comer of this house is a two-story round tower with distinctive "candle-snufter" roof 
cap. 15 Cushing Avenue is enclosed by a steeply pitched hip roof. Blending Queen Anne form with Colonial Revival 
detailing at 101 Sawyer Avenue isa handsome wood shingle covered house with full length Tuscan columned 
front porch. bowed and octagonal second floor oriels which, in turn, are surmounted by a broad, A-shaped gable with 
modified Palladian window.A particularly choice concentration of Queen Anne housing borders the Upham 
Avenue/Cushing A venue intersection 


Three deckers, exhibiting elements of the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival styles are located on Rowell Street and 
Downer Avenue as well as scattered about most of this area. A well preserved, appropriately painted example survives 
al 94 Sawyer Avenue. 


107-123 Stoughton Street is a group of apartments composed of yellow brick with rock faced brownstone 
(mmmings which serves to define part of the eastern edge of the Jones Hill area. 


St Mary's Episcopal Church at 16 Cushing Avenue was built in 1888. It was the first and only parish church in 
the city designed by Henry Vaughan, one of the original architects of Washington Cathedral. Douglas Shand Tucci 
notes that "half-timbered and very domestic in feeling, St, Mary's established a superb anchor for Cushing Avenue, 
Which sweeps down gently to the church from Upham's Avenue. The interior has been praised as having among the 
best examples of arched bracing in the country." The transcepts were added in 1893 by Hartwell and Richardson. 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
TD oternesie(L 


Property Name: Jones Hill 


Form No: 
DE 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative Continued 

During the 1840s, the Thachers, a well to do Boston merchant family built a stately Greek Revival house called 
"Hillside" on the eastern slopes of Jones Hill. Cushing Street, the premiere street on the Hill was initially called 
Thacher Street in honor of this family . 


The upper slopes of Jones Hill remained unspoiled pasture land until the 1860s when Everett Avenue was set out. 
Physical evidence of this early Civil War era development maybe seen in the Italianate mansards developed and 
owned by Charles A. Green at 14,15 and 18 Everett Street (#18 was owned by the lithographer Joseph 
Kranefuss during the first three decades of the 20th century. His business was located at 400 Newbury Street). 
Everett Street was originally a cul de sac which "dead ended" where it was later extended to the northwest. The 
noteworthy tno of Queen Anne houses at 22-26 Everett Street were built c.1890, probably by builder Henry B. 
Stratton who lived at 95 Sawyer Avenue and was the orginal owner of #26 Everett Street. By 1874, only 
eleven houses had been built on Jones Hill since mid-century : one on Downer Street and the others on Sawyer and 
the aforementioned Everett Street. The Italianate house at 55 Sawyer Avenue illustrates this very early 
development on Jones Hill. Extant by 1874, it was built for a James C. Mills and after c. 1880 was owned by 
Charlotte E. Littlefield, nurse. 50, 57,59 and 65 Sawyer Avenue also date from the early 1870s. The Hancock 
Street side of Sawyer Avenue further to the north west was much slower to develop consisting of 14 vacant lots in 
1874 (owned by N. and H.N. Sawyer) and as many as nine vacant lots by 1910. The 3-decker at 94 Sawyer 
Avenue built in 1915-16 for William H. Hendrey illustrates the late development of this segment of Sawyer 
Avenue.During the 1870s and 80s Henry C. Mc Duffie owned most of the land north of Upham Street on Jones 
Hill.One of the earliest Mc Duffie houses developed in this area was 2 Wilbur Street (extant by 1884 with first 
known owner being a P.B. Chamberlain and later owned by builder Sylvester Parshley). Wilbur Street was named 
for Sylvester Parshley's son 


By 1885 only seven more houses had been constructed, five of these on Cushing Avenue. At that time there were 
only about 30 houses on the hill. By 1885 many more streets had been set out . In addition to Everett, Sawyer, 
Downer and De Wolfe, there were by 1885, Upham, Jerome and Wilbur. 118 Cushing Avenue, the 
architecturally idiosyncratic house of many projecting bays and gables was a product of the early 80's with later 
additions after 1884. Tis house was later owned by Lewis Norton, inventor of the Norton-door-check that made him 
a wealthy man. The towered Queen Anne Hoadley House at 15 Cushing Avenue was built in 1885 by architect 
Henry J. Preston. 


In 1888 St. Mary's Episcopal Church relocated from Bowdoin Street to Jones Hill. This church gave the 
neighborhood a sense of an "English village" and evidently served to attract prominent Episcopalian home owners to 
Jones Hill, like Robert Bampton, a partner in Boston's Chadwick Lead Works. Phillips Brooks had been confirmed 
at the old St. Mary's.Governor Henry J. Gardner had also been a parishoner. Situated at 16 Cushing Avenue, the 
church was designed by Henry Vaughan with the transcepts added in 1893 by Hartwell and Richardson. 


A major building boom on Jones Hill occurred during the 1890s. Between 1885 and 1900 more than 100 houses were 
built on the Hill. During that time, Windermere, Salcombe and Peverell Streets were set out. The 1890s was a time 
When both scions of old Dorchester families and prominent Bostonians built large, richly- detailed and well- crafted 
residences on Jones Hill and Cushing Avenue in particular. The name Cushing referred to Dr. Benjamin Cushing of 
Dorchester. He was a grandson of the Thacher family of Jones Hill and a founder of St. Margaret's Hospital which 
relocated to Jones Hill in the late 19th century (continued). 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Dotcn ESTE R Dt) 


Property Name: Jones Hill 


indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


James Humphreys Upham built 40 Cushing Avenue in 1895. He was the last chairman of the board of selectmen 
of the Town of Dorchester and a Trustee of the Boston City Hospital. He was descended from the merchant after 
whom Upham's corner had been named earlier inthe century. The handsome Colonial Revival house at 20 Cushing 
Avenue was built in 1895 for Joseph Houghton Chadwick, the so called "Lead King of Boston". He was the 
president of the Chadwick Lead works in High Street , Boston and was a founding trustee of Boston University. 
Chadwick's partner, Robert Bampton, had 36 Cushing Avenue built at about the same time. Chadwick's house 
was designed by the important Boston architect William Gibbons Preston who probably designed Bampton's house 
as well. Preston is perhaps best remembered as the architect for the original segment of Boston's Hotel Vendome and 
the old Museum of Science building on BerkeleyStreet in the Back Bay. Harrison Atwood, another prominent Boston 
architect built the Colonial Revival house at 15 Salcombe Street for Benjamin A. Ham in 1895. Salcombe St. was 
set out across David Clapp's property in 1889 representing yet another reduction of Clapp family holdings in this area 
that stretched back to the early 1700's Salcombe Street was named after the Clapp family's ancestral town of 
Salcombe- Regis in Dorset England from which David Clapp's ancestors emigrated in 1630. 60 Sawyer Avenue 
and its well preserved stable were built in 1895 for William A. Whittemore, an employee of the E.B. Horn and 
Company, jewelery store which is still in business on Washington Street in Boston. Whittemore's house was 
designed by an A.B. Fisher and built by aJ.R. Paine. Evidence that Jones Hill was no longer a Yankee stronghold 
by the 1890's is evident in the influx of well- to- do Insh families who built large houses on the Hill. John H. 
Costello, of the Costello and Co. liquors business at 122 South Street in Boston, 42 Sawyer Street built by 1898. 
Around 1900, William Monroe Trotter (1872-1934) , the African - American newspaper publisher and champion of 
civil rights for people of color purchased #97 Sawyer Avenue (further research is needed on this house's date of 
construction). Born in Springfield Township, Ohio and educated at Harvard (B.A. and M.A. , 1896), Trotter began 
to publish the influential newspaper "the Guardian" as early as 1906. In 1904 he and W.E.B. Du Bois helped found 
the Niagra Movement, an integrated group that later became the NAACP. He also wrote biographies of white 
abolitionists William Lloyd Garrison, Charles Sumner and John Greenleaf Whittier. Trotter's contributions to the 
early years of the Civil Rights movement are substantial and the Boston Landmarks Commission designated his home 
a landmark in 1979. 


The work of the talented builder, Sylvester Parshley is well represented on Jones Hill. He was one of three partners 
inthe Mc Neil Brothers, one of Boston's major builder's in the late 19th century. The Mc Neil firm is credited with 
along list of Boston landmarks including the rebuilding of 46 Beacon Street for Eben Jordan, 199 Commonwealth 
Avenue (designed by Mc Kim Mead and White) as well as great houses in Newport , R.I. and New York's Fifth 
Avenue. According to Douglas Shand Tucci “Parshley's own chief work was the Senate Reading Room in the Library 
of Congress in Washington." #21 Cushing Avenue was built in 1900 by Sylvester Parshley for John Lyman 
Paine, the rector of St. Mary's Episcopal Church. Sylvester Parshly's own home was # 17/19 Cushing Avenue, 
constructed in 1893. Parshley's colleague in the local buildings trades, William Eadie, a carpenter about which little 
is known, lived at 35 Cushing Avenue during the early 1900s. 


Masonry apartments in the Georgian Revival style were built at 107, 109, 111, 113, 115, 117, 119, 121, 
123 Stoughton Street between 1894-1898 on the lawn of the former Thacher estate and today help to provide a 
defining edge to the eastern side of Jones Hill. During the first decade of the 20th century, a dramatic shift occurred 
in the type of housing constructed on Jones Hill. Three- deckers began to be built instead of the large one and 
two-family houses. Additionally a few smaller two-family houses were built on Mt. Cushing Terrace. 
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Community: Form No: 
Doe ésté& eR 
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Historical Narrative continued 


The next 20 years saw the construction of anccher 100 houses that today compnise 43% of the houses on the Hill. Of 
these 80% are three-deckers. Three- deckers are the predominant housing form on two streets: Rowell street which 
was set out in 1900 and Downer Avenue, which was established before 1875 but not developed to any great degree 
until after 1900. 


Since the 1910s, the story of Jones Hill's evolution as a residential district has been one of increasing population 
density as the larger houses were carved up into apartments and the occaisional infill housing was built on the 
remaining lots, particularly after World War II when a half dozen, single -family houses were built on Sawyer and 
Downer Avenues. 


Over the past forty years, the greatest amount of construction has been associated with St. Margaret's Hospital which 
started out on the Hill as an Infant Asylum in 1882. Later on its history, St. Margaret's became one of Boston's 
major maternity hospitals . St. Margaret's complex occupies land formerly part of the Dexter Green estate. In recent 
years the early 20th century St. Mary‘s Infant Asylum and Lying- in Hospital, from which St. Margaret's Hospital 
evolved, was torn down in order to protect the staff and patients from asbestos-related health problems. Today, the 
red brick St. Margaret's buildings bordering Cushing Avenue date to the 1940s and 50s; none of the hospitals' 
buildings pre-date 1920. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 


Area Letter |’orm Numbers in Area 


USGS Quad 


COsTa 
Massachusctts Historical Commission (GN -1ZE Do ee 


80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Photograph 

(3° x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
io continuation sheets. 


roll Zz 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion eet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
nortn. 


Town Boston,, MA 


Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 


Name of Area Bellevue / Glendale Streets 
Present Use Residential 


Construction Dates or Period c. 1850-1920 


Overall Condition 200d 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Several vacant 


lots along south side of Rill Street, near Hancock 
Acreage 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


March, 1995 


Date (month/year) 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the communi ly. 
The Bellevuc/Glendale Arca is located to the west of Jones Hill and south west of the major Uphams Comer 
cross roads. For the purposes of this survey, it is bounded by Hancock Street on the east, the back lot lines of 
houses on the south sides of Rill and Bellevue Streets on the south and on the west by the back lot lines of 
houses bordering the west sides of Ware and Quincy Streets. The northern boundary follows the back lot lines 
of houses on the north side of Stanley and Glendale streets as well as both sides of Payson Avenue. 
Architecturally, this arca cncompasses Greek Revival and Italianate wood frame single - family houses 
bordering Payson Avenue, the Stick/Queen Anne wood frame housing bordering Ware and Rill, the substantial 
Queen Anne and Colonial Revival residences bordcring Bellevue Strect, as well as Queen Anne 2-family 
housing along the eastern side of Quincy Street. 


The earliest houses in this area are located on Payson Ave., a narrow, winding way, which has a strong sense 
of place owing to tall fir trees and houses situated close to the street. Noteworthy mid 19th century residences 
include the Greek Revival / Italianate house at #37 Payson Avenue (c.1857). Here, its gable fronted side 
passage facade is accented by narrow comer boards.The entry is sheltered beneath a front porch supported by 
heavy Doric columns and slat work railings. This clapboard house's south wall exhibits two bay windows with 
apron panels beneath its windows. Surmounting the far bay is an oriel with Stick Style x-shapes in apron 
panels. Across the street at 38 Payson Avenue is another gable fronted, side passage Greek Revival house 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

The Bellevue/Glendale Area begins to get subdivided for the purposes of residential housing during the late 

1850's. The Payson farm was carved up into house lots bordering Payson Avenue , a winding narrow way 
linking Glendale Street with Hancock Street. A plan by T.M. Mosely dated May 7, 1857, identifies this “avenue” 
as Payson Avenue Place. It deserves further study as an interesting, very early Dorchester suburban subdivision 
of Greek Revival / Italianate houses. Real estate- rich Parkman Dexter is said to have set out Payson Avenue . 
Good examples of these early houses include 37 Payson Avenue. Its lot was purchased at auction from the 
Henry Payson estate on November 8, 1860 by Charles N. Conant "gentleman" for $865.50. (see Norfolk County 
deed 293:132) Presumably, 37 Payson Avenue was built in 1861. Conant owned # 37 until at least the mid 1890's 


and was followed in ownership of this house by an Annie F. Booth (1910's) and by the 1930's, John Crisafi, 
barber, lived here. 


Norfolk deeds provide a less clear picture of a construction date for 32 Payson Avenue. It was evidently built 

| during the 1850's. According to Anthony Sammarco, this house was the residence of the American artist David 
Claypool Johnston . He was a cartoonist who is sometimes referred to as the American Cruikshank after the great 

late 18th/early 19th century English caricaturist. Born in New York c.1809 he and was a painter of portraits and 

landscapes; although he was best known as an American political cartoonist. He died here in 1865 and his 

daughter, Sarah E. Johnston inherited this house and owned it well into the 1920's. John J. Donovan, taxi agent 

Owned this house in the 1930's and 40's. The northeastern "arm" of Payson Ave.was built up with housing 
around c.1890, with 10/12 Payson Ave. being a prime example of this late development. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES cl see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/A tases- 1794, 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918, 1933 
Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

Norfolk Deeds-293: 132; 388: 123, ZOSs 207256: 277 

Orcutt, William Dana, Good Old Dorchester, 1893 

Interview with Anthony M. Sammarco, Dorchester Historian re: Payson Avenue development and 
background on David Claypool Johnson. 


Recommended as a National Register Distnct. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 


Criteria Statement Form. 7/192 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Do Lett ESTER OG 


Property Name: Bellevue/Glendale 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


clapboard house with narrow comer boards,cornice retums and side porch. Glendale Street , in the heart of this 
area, is an east-west street bordered by houses that have sustained considerable alterations over time, ranging from 
Italianate/Mansard housing at 23 and 41, through the Queen Anne H-shaped two-family houses at 12/14 and 
16/18 Glendale Street as well as three deckers exhibiting Queen Anne and Colonial Revival characteristics. 
Perhaps the most charming Italianate/Mansard cottage in this areais 28 Glendale Street. A much more 
substantial Italianate/Mandsard residence is situated at 14 Bellevue Street with its central pavillion form, double 
doors set within a well molded segmental arch, architectonic window surrounds, and deep, modillion-block accented 
eaves surmounted by a low, straight- sided mansard roof. The Y-shaped mansard house at 10 Trull Street, 
although altered by asbestos shingle covering, is of interest as a mansard that was evidently updated at a later date 
with Queen Anne dormers and window sash. 


One of this area's major strengths is its collection of omate Stick Style residences. Ware Street constitutes a 

mini-development of c.1880 houses representative of this relatively rare Boston area stylistic type; well 

preserved examples include 3,5 and 7 Ware Street. Providing a "gateway" to this Stick development is the house 

at 22 Ware Street, which exhibits a more rambling, irregular form than that of its more compact Ware Street 

neighbors. Perhaps the best preserved Stick Style house in this area is 19/21 Trull Street with its bold horizontal 

and vertical board accents overlaying scalloped shingles. Although most of its housing stock has been altered by the 

_ application of vinyl siding, Rill Street's south side (#'s16-42 ) still constitutes a memorable streetscape of Stick 

_ and Queen Anne houses via siting (houses situated fairly close together with small front lawns and Jones Hill rising 

_ in background), form (assymetrical massing, small open front porches, clipped gables, gambrels and gable roofs all 

facing the street ). Several houses have two story polygonal bays on the main facades and #40 Rill Street hasa 

comer tower. Stick Style omament was incorporated into Queen Anne houses in this area, particularly in the vicinity 
of roof gables as is the case at 31 Trull Street. 


_ Inthe Bellevue/Glendale area, the Queen Anne Style appears in a variety of manifestations including as a well 

_ preserved, modestly scaled double house at 10/12 Payson Avenue , near the eastern edge of the area. This 
double house is characterized by a 6-bay main facade, narrow corner board accents, deep eaves with small brackets 
and projecting, gable roofed center pavillion. Forming the western boundary of the area along Quincy Street is a 

| quartet of two- family Queen Anne houses numbered 362, 364, 366, 370 Quincy Street. These houses are 

_ Teéctangular in form and rise 2.5 stories to broad street-facing gables. By far the most substantial and ornate examples 
of the Queen Anne Style are to be found on Bellevue Street . Particularly memorable is the sprawling, Queen Anne 
_ house at 30 Bellevue Street (corer of Ronan) with its encircling verandah, well turned elements, weathered but 
intact clapboards and complicated roof configuration. Several substantial residences on Bellevue street deftly blend 
Queen Anne form with Colonial Revival porch elements and window treatments. #27 Bellevue exhibits a 
handsome front porch composed of paired Tuscan columns, and well turned, Georgian Revival balusters. The 

_ Second floor of the center pavillion exhibits a door set within a swans neck scroll enframement. Similarly, at 29 
Bellevue Street, a Palladian window has been somewhat awkwardly set within a fully enframed and overhanging 

_ attic gable. | 


The Bellevue/Glendale area was substantially built up by World War I. Further research may reveal that the c. 
mid-1910s, hip roofed, 2-family Colonial Revival houses at 7,9 and 15 Stanley Street were the last buildings erected 
in this area. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DeoRcHEST ET DoE 


Property Name: Bellevue/Glendale Streets 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continucd below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


In 1884, 10/12 Payson Avenue's lot was part of a larger two lot tract containing the Payson house and barn. 
This house was owned by a W.K. Lewis in 1894.By the early 1930's, Maurice Dobriner, creamery employee rented 
#10 from #12's Hyman Silberman, painter. 


Here and there, Mansard cottages were built in this area during the late 1860's/ early 1870's. Samuel Downer of 
Jones Hill, the Kerosene magnate and horticulturalist owned 28 Glendale Street by 1869. In the Taxable valuation 
listing for that year, Samuel Downer is listed as owning a "small house" on Cross (Glendale Street) which was valued 
at $500.00 and undoubtedly refers to the cottage scale 28 Glendale Street. 


The first real "building boom" in this area dates between 1884-1894, with streets like Ware and Rill set out during 
this period. The enclave of Stick Style houses at 3,5 and 7 Ware Street were developed by Dorchester real estate 
magnate Franklin King around 1880. (Note: 9 Ware Street was part of this group but is no longer extant ). King 
owned these houses well into the 1890s. By 1910, King's heirs owned #3 while an Annie Bigham owned the other 
two houses. By 1930, Frederick G. Perinee, clerk, owned #3, James F. Cooper, costodian at the Phillips Brooks 
School owned # 5 and William T. Coleran, clerk lived at #7. 


Rill Street's housing was also mostly a product of the mid 1880-mid 90s.Rill Street was named for a brook or "nll" 

which crossed this street near Hancock Street. King also developed properties on Trull Street, including #10 Trull 

Street which was owned by Hosea E. Bowen and later by his heirs from c.1915-1940. By 1945, this building 

contained the Upham's Corner Registry for Nurses. King's real estate on Trull extended from Bellevue to Glenn 

Street. Another King- developed house is 19 / 21 Trull Street which was built c.1880 and remained in the King 
family until c.1920. By 1930, Frank J. Armstrong, carpenter, lived at #19 Trull Street and Ruth A. Irwin, nurse 
and Benjamin A. Tyler, "helper" lived in #21. 


Trull Street slopes climbs a steep rise, feding into Belvedere Street and the site of the former Elizabeth A. and Henry 

J. Nazro estate. Containing 84,802 Square feet, this estate encompassed a significant part of the area between 

Bellevue and Quincy streets. The Nazro house (demolished) was oriented towards the intersection of Trull and 

Bellevue streets and its grounds included a large stable and hot house. Just to the north of this house at what is now 

the northeast comer of Quincy and Stanley Street was a City of Boston Public School, now a playground. 27 
Bellevue Street's, for example, was carved from the Nazro estate c. 1895-1900 and was originally owned by an 
Annie B. James. By 1930, William A. Sampson, a druggist with Parker's pharmacy on Columbia Road lived here. 
Warmers and Hoits owned 28 Bellevue Street until c.1925 when it became the residence of Dr. James J. Lynch. A 
Survivor from the Nazro years and probably approaching the scale of the Nazro house is 14 Bellevue Street. Built 

by 1874 , 14 Belvedere's first owner was J. Homer Pierce. One of the civic-minded members of Dorchester's 
Pickwick Club, Pierce was on the club's committee " to solicit subscriptions, to select a design for a ( Civil War) 
soldiers' monument on Meeting House Hill, and to take the general charge of its erection." 


During the 1890s, the electric trolley was introduced along Dorchester's major thoroughfares, ushering in a new’ 
| “street car suburb" era of less costly, multi - family housing in the form of 2-family and three-decker residences. 
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NVEN CONTINUATION SHEE 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DORCHESTER ire 


Property Name: Bellevue/Glenway 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


During the late 1890s, the 104,861 square foot tract on the south side of Bellevue Street was surveyed for the laying 
out of the cul-de-sac called Ronan Street (originally called Comell Street). 9 Ronan Street represents an upscale Queen 
Anne two-family house whose early 1900s residents included Thomas W. Eaton and Charles A. Webber. By 1935, 
this house was occupied by Albert J. Connor, painter and Thomas F. Flaherty, mail carrier based at the Upham's 
Corer Post Office. By 1945, Gaspar Lakan, floor layer and Harry Stnde, pipe fitter lived here. 


Slightly less orate and substantial than 9 Ronan Street are the tum -of -the- century, Queen Anne two- family houses 
at 362,366,368 and 370 Quincy Street. The occupations of the early 20th -century residents of these houses 
illustrate the transformation from upper middle class enclave to an area with a substantial middle class representation. 
Built on the grounds of the former Nazro estate, the residents of these houses in 1910 included: M. L. Butters at 
362; Mary A. Ryerson at 366; Antoinette Bngham at 368 and Margaret A. Williams at 370. By 1930, this house's 
residents included Delia Coffey and Marie J. Dupont, nurse at 362; William Marks , musician and Lawrence J. 
O'Connor, paver at 366; Timothy J. Collins and William F. Murphy at 368 ; and Bernard J. Donaher , clerk and 
Clifford W. Green at 370. By 1945, this groups' residents included: Delia L. Coffey, Marie J. Dupont, nurse and 
Thomas F. O'Donovan, engineer at 362; William Marks, muscian and Lawrence J. Oconnor, paver at 366; Timothy 
J. Collins, clerk at the North Postal Station and William F. Murphy, collector at 368 and Berard J. Donaher, clerk 
and Clifford W. Green, machinist at 370 Quincy Street. 
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AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property Address 
Mews. - GUndat— 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02125 


Area 
Prepared June 17, 1995 
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Massachusctts Historical Commission IUN-IZE 
80) Boylston Strect 
Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
fo continuation sheets. 


roll negative(s 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Assessor's Sheets 


USGS (Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in \rea 
Boston 
» H 


Town Boston, Massachusctts 
Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 


Name of Area Upham's Corner 


Present Use commercial 


ecclesiastical, residential 


Construction Dates or Period c. 1870-1930 


Overall Condition fair-g00d 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) Apmil, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
Upham's Corner encompasses an architecturally significant concentration of late 19th / carly 20th century 
commercial, ecclesiastical and, to a lesser extent, residential structures. This area's buildings are 
overwhelmingly constructed of masonry materials and present the decidedly urban image of a small city's 
"downtown" or commercial district . Although this area conveys a sense of a once vital commercial district 
presently struggling to survive a long litany of inner city problems, its historic resources are essentially 
unspoiled and might. indeed, provide the key to Upham's Corncr's revitalization. Unlike other undcrutilzed 
urban commercial districts, there are few gaps in the streetscapes, business blocks retain their onginal height 
and the design quality from building to building is consistently high. This area is surrounded by three residential 
areas with potential for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places, including, Joncs Hill to the 
southeast, Trull-Glendale Streets to the southwest and Virginia Monadnock Streets to the northwest. A fourth 
residential area. Humphreys-East Cottage Street also contains some important historic domestic architectural 
resources. At the center of these historic residential areas is Upham's Corner. For the purposes of this survey, 
Upham's Corner is bounded by Holden and Annabel Streets on the east, the back lot lines of properties 
bordering odd numbered properties of Columbia Road on the south (including the North Dorchester Burying 
Ground), Bird Street on the west, and the back lot lines of the even numbered properties bordering Columbia 
Road on the north; this boundary also includes both sides of Dudley Street between Columbia Road and the 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad track. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

Known in the eighteenth century as Cemetery Comers, Uphams Comer is the area surrounding the junction of 
Dudley Street,Stoughton Street, Columbia Road, Cushing Avenue and Hancock Street. The oldest man-made site 
in this area is Dorchester's North Burying Ground at the comer of Columbia Road and Cushing Avenue. This 
burial ground was created in 1634, the same year that the Boston Common was set out. It represents the initiative 
of a band of settlers from Dorset County, England . The Old North was Dorchester's sole cemetery until as late as 
1819 and attests to the primacy of northern Dorchester over its central and southern sections for two centuries. 
William Stoughton (1631-1701), judge at the Salem witch craft trials of 1692 and namesake of nearby Stoughton 
Street is buried in the old North Burial Ground. Over time several individuals have been responsible for the care 
and beautification of the Old North Burial Ground including Daniel Davenport (1773-1860). He succeeded 
Thomas Clapp as the Town gravedigger in 1797 but his interest in the old grave yard exceeded the limitations of 
his job description. In 1826, he published "The Sexton's Monitor and Dorchester Cemetery Memorial" in which 
he listed interesting inscriptions on many of the tombstones at Old North . He included an important record of the 
Ministers, Ruling Elders and Deacons of Dorchester and a Table of the Annual Deaths from the Seventeenth 
Century to 1825.Samuel Downer Jr. (1807-1881) of Jones Hill is associated with the beautification of the Old 
North Burial Ground during the mid 19th century. He was a partner with Merriam and Downer a Boston shipping 
firm that traded with the West Indies. It was Downer who gave Old North the appearance of a Victorian 
omamental garden. Thanks to Downer's efforts , weeds were cleared away , paths were laid out and shade trees 
were planted (continued). 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases- 1794, 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918,1933 
Boston Directones: 1870-1945 ; | N.R.Nomination, "The Upham's Corner Market"-date?, BLC files 
Dorchester Community News-2/23/90-"Uphams Comer Grew From Small Crossroads into Urban 
Community"; 6 10/1994, Dyers of Upham's Comer were 19th century Community Heroes; 6/29/1990- 
"Notorious Elm Farm Building Once Houses World's First Super Market" by A.M. Sammarco. 
Dorchester Tercentenary Comm., "Dorchester Old and New, 1630-1930" 

W.D. Orcutt, Good Old Dorchester (1893). 

Douglas Shand Tucci,T he Gothic Churches of Dorchester (1972) 


[| Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7192 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
PoeckHe EsTEeR DH 


Property Name: Upham's Corner 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description 


Beginning at the northwestern extremity of the Upham's Comer area is the Municipal Building at 510 
Columbia Road , a V-shaped , 4-story brick and stone tammed Georgian Revival structure whose broad curved 
wall memorably addresses the Bird Street/Columbia Road comer and serves as a "gateway" structure to the high 
quality design of the Upham's Corner area. Its facades are enlivened by rusticated brick work treatments on first floor 
walls and the Ionic piers of the upper floors as well as a large fan light-surmounted main entrance at the curved corner 
flanked by Ionic columns. The windows of the upper floor are arched and set off by prominent keystones. Next door 
to the east, a former two Story c. 1920's brick telephone company building has been adapted for reuse as St. 

Kevin's Roman Catholic Church (516 Columbia Road). Together with the Classical Revival St. Kevin's 
Center Hall and Elementary School (c. 1920's) at $30 Columbia Road, the church flanks a charming 
park and religious shrine. Continuing eastward along Columia Road is the Pilgrim Congregational Church at 
$44 Columbia Road. Built c.1890, this Gothic Revival bnck and stoned trim church exhibits a centnifical plan 
with its various segments pulled out horizontally along the street, with a truncated tower at its center flanked by broad 
gables, with broader gables still at the east and west walls. Between Pilgrim Congregational Church and Dudley 
Street is a melange of commercial structures representing quite disparate degrees of design refinement ranging from 
the four- story masonry, vaguely Classical Revival commercial block at 556-562 Columbia Road (which over 
time has housed a public meeting hall variously called Wheelock Hall and the Odd Fellows Hall) through two small , 
low , altered and generally nondescript buildings to a vaguely Art Deco (with Classical Revival overtones in the dentil 
courses at the tops of the window bays) Citizens Bank building at 570-72 Columbia Road, culminating in the 
landmark Columbia Square Building at 578-588 Columbia Road and 767-779 Dudley Street. Built during 
the mid 1890s, the Columbia Square Building memorably anchors the northwest comer of the important Dudley 
Street/Columbia Road intersection. Its Classical Revival surface treatments include upper floors set off by Doric 
pilasters and arched windows at the fourth (top) floor. The Columbia Road facade exhibits a panel between third and 
fourth floor windows which reads "Masonic Hall". Crossing Dudley Street and continuing eastward along Columbia 
Road is another architecurally and historically significant "anchor" building known as the Pierce Building 
($92-598 Columbia Road). Together with the Columbia Square Building across the street, the Pierce Building 
serve as gateway structures to the Dudley Street commercial component of Uphams Corner, and for that matter marks 
the southern terminus of Dudley Street, a thoroughfare long important to the Dorchester and Roxbury communities. 
The Pierce Building rises to a height of four stories, utilizes a curved facade to memorably address an important cross 
roads , retains remarkably intact original storefront enframements and effectively employs Classical Revival elements 
in its exterior design. Abutting the Pierce Buildings eastern wall is the 2-story Georgian Revival, ca. 1920s United 
Markets Inc. commercial block at 600 Columbia Road whose chastely rendered surface treatments make a 
strong design contribution to the Columbia Road streetscape. Next door to the United Markets Building on the east at 
610 Columbia Road isa 4-story, brick commercial block that was built during the 1910s and is currently 
underutilized with " bricked -in" storefronts and upper floor windows covered with plywood panels. It would be 
unfortunate, indeed to lose this building to neglect as it helps to set the design tone of this unique area near its eastern 
entry point. 610 Columbia Road is followed by a 4-story brick Georgian Revival apartment building with 15-bay 
main facade. Numbered 618-624 Columbia Road, this U-shaped building borders Hamlet Street, the extreme 
eastern edge of the Upham's Comer area . This building makes the transition from the 2.5 story residential scale of 
the Humphreys -East Cottage Street area to the 2-4 story scale of the Upham's Comer commercial district (continued). 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Polevesre L DH 


Property Name: Upham's Corner 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which ts being continucd below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Before tuming to the south side of Columbia Road at Upham's Corner a few words should be said about the 
buildings of the Dudley Street component of Upham's Comer. The elevated railroad tracks of the New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad provide a visually strong sense of the northern extent of this area. Situated near this 
northern boundary are two large, noteworthy apartment buildings of the 1890's: the narrow, twin polygonal bayed , 
Queen Anne Denmark Apartments at 713 Dudley Street and the massive and architecturally distiguished 
6-story Monadnock Apartments (715-723 Dudley Street) which evidently represented the height of 
apartment living in their day, possess a design that is the equal to any Back Bay or Brookline apartment building of 
similar vintage with its subtly bowed tan brick surfaces and overall sophisticated Renaissance Revival design. Also 
noteworthy are the commercial/residential blocks at 722-26 Dudley Street and 728 Dudley Street (corner of 
Dudley Terrace). Both buildings' facades speak to the Queen Anne style's predilection for highly plastic wall surfaces 
via 3-story polygonal bays above the first floor store fronts. Also noteworthy is the Kerner Building at 761-765 
Dudley Street , a relatively early (perhaps the earliest ) masonry business block at Upham's Comer. 


Returning to Columbia Road, one notices that the south side of this important thoroughfare is much more diverse in 
terms of streetscapes and building types. Here a Craftsman style fire station (Engine No. 21, 643 Columbia 
Road), the 17th century North Dorchester Cemetery with its stucco covered Mission style cemetery building 

(613-17 Columbia Road), Colonial Revival Shawmut Bank ($77 Columbia Road) and above all the Neo 
Adamesque Strand Theatre (543/545 Columbia Road) constitute a varied, visually intriquing streetscape that is 
lacking in other historic Dorchester business districts. Further study is needed on the red brick , trapezoidal structure 
at 519-531 Columbia Road which may well be the oldest structure within the proposed Upham's Corner area 
boundaries. It is believed to be the old A.P. Wheelock livery stables that existed as early as 1874. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Upham's Corner, sometimes labeled "Columbia Square" on late 19th century atlases, was named after Amos Upham 
(1788-1879), a merchant who kept a dry goods store in the square for many years. Upham opened a store in 1804 
which stood on the site of the present Columbia Square Building (578-588 Columbia Road). Upham's 
store was run by three generations of his family until as late as the mid 1890s. It was Amos and Abigail Humphrey 
Upham's son, James Humphrey Upham's, who cast the deciding vote in 1869 to annex Dorchester to the Clty of 
Boston. The old Federal style Upham's store was replaced during the mid 1890s by the present bnck and granite 
structure that was variously known as "Odd Fellows Hall", "Columbia Square Building" and "Upham's Building. 
It is said that the Upham installed in his Columbia Building the very first electric light in Dorchester. 


Upham's Corner , until as late as the 1910 had a more mixed-use, residential/commercial appearance. On the site of 
the Strand Theatre, 543-545 Columbia Road_ was once the location of the Clapp-Dyer Mansion. Onginally built 
by Isaac Clap in 1810 as a Federal house and inherited by his adopted daughter , Eliza Clapp Thaver, the house was 
sold at the time of the Civil War to Michah Dyer, a Boston attorney. The Clapp - Dyer House was one of the major 
landmarks at Upham's Comer, particularly after Michah Dyer "up -dated" the house with an encircling verandah, 
bracketed cornice and mansard roof. Furthermore the house was situated on an elevation , shaded by one -hundred- 
year - old trees and was surrounded by spacious lawns (continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DorctesTrer. DH 


Property Name: Upham's Corner 


_|ndicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative 


The Strand Theatre, in a sense serves a similar purpose as the old Clapp -Dyer House. Built in 1918, its distinctive 
Classical Revival facade presides over a highly visible bend in a streetscape that makes the transition from Columbia 
Road commercial blocks to Hancock Street residential properties. The Strand Theatre was designed by Funk and 
Wilcox and is described by architectural historian Douglas Shand Tucci as "probably the city's first movie palace built 
from the ground up as opposed to a remodeling." 


Another residential landmark for many years at Upham's corner was the Samuel Bowen Pierce House , now the site 
of the Pierce Building at $92-598 Columbia Road. Pierce, born in Vermont in 1804, had entered the crockery 
business and sold assorted goods throughout New England.The Pierce House faced the old North Burying Ground 
and was bounded by a low stone wall. After the death of Samuel Pierce , his son demolished the Pierce homestead 
and constructed the present building that bears his name. The Pierce Building was extant by 1910. By 1933 its tenants 
included Fanny Farmer Candy Shops, The Modeste Dress Shop, Louis' Beauty Salon, Upham's Corner 
Conservatory of Music, Family Welfare Society, Boston Mutual Life Insurance Company, and the Gegan ‘s school of 
dance and piano. 


By 1885, a city guide book noted of Upham's Corner that "nowhere else can be seen the blending of old and new 
than here". This guide pointed out that a number of "beautiful mansions" were being built in the area and that fifteen 
of the eighteen stores listed in the Dorchester section of the guide were in Upham's Corner. By that time the area was 
also a crossroads of several rail and trolley lines. It is interesting that while the immediate Upham's corner crossroads 
acquired a decidedly citified sensibility, its adjacent neighborhoods like Virginia/Monadnock Streets and Jones Hill 
were able to retain a suburban appearance. During the last quarter of the 19th century there were several buildings 
erected at Upham's Comer that reflected the area's growing importance as a commercial center surrounded by rapidly 
developing residential areas. By 1874, the City of Boston had built Engine House No. 21, a brick structure with 
a wooden ell that was a predecessor building to the current Mission style fire station built between 1900 and 1910 at 
643 Columbia Road. Charitable/Social organizations, always a mainstay of Victorian era commercial centers, were 
well represented at Upham's Corner. As early as c.1890, Wheelock Hall, later Odd Fellows Hall at 556-562 
Columbia Road provided meeting space for local groups. Wheelock Hall was named in honor of A.P. Wheelock 
who operated a large livery stable across the street at the corner of Hancock and Columbia Road (531 Columbia 
Road). The construction of churches is always a measure of an area's growth and certainly the construction of the 
Pilgrim Congregational Church at 544 Columbia Road in 1893 by Stephen Earl signifies local population 
growth (prior to this church's construction, its land had been part of a vacant , multi-lot tract owned by Oliver 
Davenport). Anchoring the northwest comer of the Upham's Corner area is the Municipal Building at 510 
Columbia Road which was built during the early 1900's and by 1933 was being used as a branch library of the 
Boston Public Library. 


In 1897 a development of momentous importance to the character of Upham's Comer occurred with the widening of 
Columbia Road which meant that this thoroughfare was joined to the Dorchester Parkway and the Strandway linking 
Franklin Park with Marine Park in South Boston. At that time Columbia Road acquired a park-like character which 
constituted an important link in the Emerald Necklace Park system created by Frederick Law Olmstead which 
ultimately linked the Boston Common with Castle Island via an arc-like configuration of green spaces. This 
transformed Columbia Road passed through Upham's Corner and undoubtedly spurred onward the quality 
commercial block construction already well underway. 
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NVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DO RCHESTER DH 


Property Name: Upham's Corner 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued- 


Dudley Street between Columbia Road and the railroad tracks is included in this area because it represents a 
continuation of the masonry "wall "of late 19th/early 20th century buildings bordering Columbia Road. Noteworthy 
buildings on this segment of Dudley include the Kerner Building at 761-765 Dudley Street, built c. 1880 and 

uite early for this area as a masonry commercial block. The Kemer Block was built on land owned by James H. and 
Charles A. Upham in the 1870s and was extant by 1884. By 1898 it contained four stores, one of which was the 
Dorchester Savings Bank. By 1933, Kerner Building tenants included James J. Coughlin, musician, James F. 
Campbell "tool and die forger", Michael Goodman, baker, Thomas J. Robertson , iron worker and several other 
tenants with no stated occupations. 


Several large, architecturally distinguished apartment buildings line the west side of Dudley street including the 
c.1890 Denmark Apartments at 713 Dudley Street . This apartment was built for James W. Cook who was the 
proprietor of James W. Cook and Son, piano movers at 20 Avery Street. Cook also owned a boarding stable at 

| Davenport Street and lived at 17 Greenwich Park in Boston's South End. Prior to Cook's purchase of this 8,179 
square foot lot, this land had been owned by the Henry Humphrey's family, long associated with this area and 
ensconced for many years in a large U-shaped house at the corner of Humphrey's and Dudley Street. It should be 
noted that in 1874, Dudley Street was considered part of Stoughton Street. The Monadnock Apartments at 
715-723 Dudley Street one of the great architectural treasures of the Upham's Comer area, marks the entrance to 
Monadnock Street . Its Classical/Renaissance Revival facades are of a very high quality design. Its lot was purchased 
by John L. Withrow from the heirs of Ebenezer Sumner c.1895 and the buildingwas standing by 1898. 


Upham's Corner's commercial construction activity seems to have crested around and a bit past 1920. 

The Dorchester Trust Company at 555 Columbia Road (now the First National Bank) was built on part of 
the Clapp-Dyer House's lawn by 1918. The New England Telegraph and Telephone Company, now 
cleverly converted into St. Kevin's Church and School was extant by 1933. Perhaps no single early 20th 
century building did the most to change the lingering small town scale of Upham's Comer than the construction of the 
United Markets Inc. Building during the 1920's. Once part of the Samuel B. Pierce house lot containing his 
stable, by 1895, this lot contained three double houses and Hall's stables, which were quite extensive, consisting of 
three large brick and wood stables. Hall's seems to have lingered into the early 1900's. By 1910, this site contained a 
single family house, three double houses, a stable and a garage. This garage was the Columbia Road Automobile 
Station, managed by a Fred Edwards and was the_place in Dorchester to have work done on the first automobiles of 


Dorchester. 


During the 1920s this garage was reworked into the present two- story structure at 600-618 Columbia Road. 
This building was constructed by two brothers, Paul and John Cifrino and it has the distinction of being the world's 
first "supermarket". According to Anthony Mitchell Sammarco, Dorchester Historian. “Unlike other markets, it 
stocked a complete line of groceries. Another thing that made it different was that it was a self-service store, with 
clerks only at the checkout counters--the prototype of the modern supermarket...... The Cifrino Brothers who lived 
near St. Paul's Church on Hartford Street in Dorchester, ran a well- stocked store that included everything from fish 
to freshly-made peanut butter, fresh butter, and quality teas and coffees." 
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Vv ORY _ FOR NTINUATION T 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Do ReH ESTER. DH 


Property Name: Upham's Corner 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


The Cifrino Brothers sold their store in the 1940s and opened the first Purity Supreme supermarket in the Boston area 
on Gallivan Boulevard (most recently a Flanagan's Supermarket). After World War II, the former Cifrino's became 
the Elm Farm Market. By that ime Uphams Corner was losing many of its long time residents to the suburbs. During 
the 1950's the park-like character of Columbia Road lost its park median stnp in favor of more traffic lanes. The Elm 
Farm Markets shut its doors in the early 1970's. During the 1980's heartening developments at Uphams Corner 
included the rehabilitation of the Pierce Building by a local non- profit for artist space and successful community work 
towards revitalizing the Strand Theatre. Additionally, the Dorchester Historical Society and the City of Boston took 
steps to halt the deterioration of the historic Dorchester North Burying Ground and to beautify its sacred ground. 
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AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property Address 

' YPhws Corrs 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Mornisscy Boulevard 


Area Form No. 
Boston, MA 02125 
Cl er 


Area Boundary O Circled pr 
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Operties -- 
Prepared June 17, 1995 See attached photographs 
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FORM A- AREA Assessor's Sheets USGS Quad Area latter lorm Numbers in Area 


é BOSTON 
Massachusetts Historical Commission [§N-(2e DI 
80 Boylston Strect 


Boston, Massachusclts 02116 


Town Boston, Massachusctts 


Place(neighborhood or village) 
Photograph 
(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) Dorchester 
Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative ' : ve 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left haine gies (cai tlum phtey si Ee COlla ee Seanaier 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 


] 1 S se residential 
10 continuation sheets. Present Us iden 


roll negative(s 


Construction Dates or Period c.1820-1920 


Overall Condition 200d 


Major Intrusions and Alterations essentially intact 


Acreage 


Sketch Map Recorded By ___—s Edward W. Gordon 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it, Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the comununity. 
The Humphreys /East Cottage Street areca is charactenzed by one of the most diverse collecuons of residences of 
any section in Dorchester in terms of form and style, reflecting a long time frame of development. The area is 
loosely bounded by the Upham's Corner commercial distnct (Dudley Street) on the southwest, the New York 
and Hartford Railroad tracks on the west, East Cottage Street on the north, and Columbia Road from Edward 
Everett Square to Uphams Corner on the cast.(for more specific boundanes see attached map). Historic 
resources in this area include a much- altcred Fedcral style house at # 4 Wendover Street through 
Greek Revival houses at29 Humphreys Street (important focal point opposite northem end of Gene Street, 
standing with encircling verandah and broad pedimented gable facing Humphreys Street) and 121 East 
Cottage Street , a cross-shaped Italianate house with entrance on cast side, gable end to street. exhibiting 
polygonal bay and return eaves; Its windows exhibit formal, cornice headed lintels. Italianate and Italianate/ 
Mansard houses tend to be concentrated on Humphreys Place as well as in asmall node at the intersection of 
Hamlet and Belden Streets.( 22, 24, 26/28, 30/32 Belden Street). Particularly noteworthy is the row of 
red bck Mansard / Panel Brick houses at 654-664 Columbia Road. This group of five attached row 
houses exhibits flat entrance bays and polygonal bays. The front doors are set within narrow segmental arches, 
narrow panels of billet work bricks appear between the first and second floor windows and this group 
culminates in pleasing corbelled cornices and a roof with a bell cast mansard profile. Each unit exhibits both 
single and tripartite dormers with pyramidal roof caps above the end dormers. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

The Humphreys /East Cottage Streets area is of primary interest as a residential section on the northeastem edge of 
Upham's Corner long associated with the influential Humphreys family .It has the distinction of having had the 
appearance of a relatively densely settled neighborhood as early as 1830. By that time Humphrevs Street was 
extant as a lane linking Dudley (then Stoughton Street) with East Cottage Street. The not always reliable 1830 map 
seems to indicate that by that early date as many as a half dozen houses were situated in this section By 1850, the 
sweeping, elongated U-shaped curve of Humphrey's Street was clearly in place and bordered by seven houses, all 
on the north side of the street. Three houses bordered East Cottage while two houses were set back at a fair 
distance from East Cottage, seven houses bordered Boston Street, now Columbia Road and four houses borderd 
the east side of what is now Dudley Street for a total of 23 houses in this area. Humphrevs. Beals, Grooms, 
Holdens, Fosters, Clapps and Birds are among the legible names (when the names are listed at all) on the 1850 
map. The principle landmark in the area for many years was the Humphreys House (demolished) at the 
northwestern comer of Dudley and Humphreys Street. According to the Dorchester Book. Illustrated of 1899 
(vanious authors) "The Humphrey's house has been in the possession of the family since 1634. Though the house 
has been greatly enlarged and improved, a part of the first building is said to be enclosed within its walls. This 
house is one of the best known in town, and is ina fine state of preservation, and is still occupied by one of the 
Humphreys." The Humphreys were local gentry who intermarried with the Uphams and were active in community 
life, particularly in the affairs of the First Church. After the Civil War, Richard C. Humphreys was among those 
Who raised money for the soldiers monument on Meeting House Hill. Although the old Humphreys house is gone, 
the family name lives on at Humphrey's Place, an interesting cul de sac off of the north side of Humphreys Street 
near Dudley Street. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES’ [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/A tlases- 1794, 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918.1933 
Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

Taxable Valuation of Dorchester for 1869 

Various authors, The Dorchester Book Illustrated, 1899 

Orcutt, William D. Good Old Dorchester, 1893 

Tercentenary Committee," Dorchester Old and New, 1630-1930" 


C] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Critena Statement Form. 7192 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Sccretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Doecth ESTER DI 


Property Name: Humphreys/East Cottage 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


These buildings provide a heightened sense of boundary on the east side of this area, "walling off" land to the north 
that slopes down from Columbia Road to low lands. Queen Anne housing is scattered throughout this area including 
modestly scaled wood frame houses forming an interesting streetscape along Eastman Street (#'s 21 to 35 and 
22 to 34), through well -designed wood frame examples at the bend in Wendover Street, including #3 1 ( vibrant 
color scheme, recessed porch set within Turkish style arch at attic level ), the highly plastic massing of #39 (also 
note well tumed, typically Queen Anne porch elements and "skin" of intact clapboards and octagonal shingles) and the 
towered (with pyramidal roof cap) 3-family at #35 Wendover Street. Another noteworthy Queen Anne residence 
in this area (despite vinyl siding) is 131 East Cottage Street (Medieval Revival qualities including overhangs,attic 
gable treatment and corbelled chimney).Multi - family Queen Anne residential structures of note include the twin- 
towered brick apartment at 76 and 78 Belden Street and the progression of Queen Anne/Colonial Revival three 
deckers (currently in poor condition but with rehab potential) at 10,12,14,16,18, 20 Eastman Street. 


Situated at #11 Humphreys Street, nearly opposite Elder street is a brick light- industrial structure owned for 
many years by the well - known (in museum circles) fabric cleaning company, L.F. Daloz and Company. This 
complex of two L-shaped masonry buildings merits further research. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Doren ESTER a 


[Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Dexter Humphreys lived at 1,3 Humphreys Pl. by 1874. He is listed in local directones as an employee of the 
J.H. Upham's Co., a grocery store at Uphams Corner. Dexter Humphreys was related to Amos Upham (1788-1879) 
by his 1800 marriage to Abigail Humphreys, daughter of Deacon James and Elizabeth Capen Humphreys. Upham 
opened a dry goods store at Upham's Comer in 1804. Richard C. Humphreys, active in the Pickwick Club of 
Dorchester, a charitable organization, lived at 1S Humphreys Place during the late 19th century. 


The aforementioned Humphreys' houses were built just after the Civil War and while they provide a tangible link 
with an "ancient Dorchester family they are by no means the earliest houses in this area. 4 Wendover Street, 
(behind # 742 Dudley Street) appears to represent all or part of a brick Federal stayle house that may be one of the 
four unlabeled houses shown on the 1850 Dorchester Map-further research is needed here. 29 Humphreys Street 
was built c.1840-1850 for Thomas Beals. He was a music printer at 277 Washington Street and was a descendant of 
Israel and Seth Beals who served in the Revolutionary War. Seth Beals was among the 102 Dorchester men who 
enlisted in Captain Lemuel Clap's Company. Beals occupied this venerable homestead until c.1900, after which it 
was owned by an Olive E. Mathews until c.1920, and by 1933 was owned by Clinton B. Mathews, carpenter, who 
may well have appreciated its full blown Greek Revival architecture, accounting for why it is in relatively good shape 
at the present time. 121 East Cottage Street, corner of Humphreys is a Greek Revival/Italianate house which 
appears on the 1850 map of Dorchester and may have been the home of the Dorchester Historical Society's first 
librarian, Edward Holden. It was owned by Ebenezer Holden by 1874. In 1869, the Holden house was valued at 
$7,000 with a stable worth $500.00. Perhaps of all the historic properties in this area 121 East Cottage retains the 
most intact landscape features with granite gate posts and mature trees. Holden heirs owned this house until at least 
1910. Real estate developer Henry D. Holden built 131, 133 and 135 East Cottage Street in the late 19th 
century on the former Holden farm land which during the late 1860's encompassed over 13, 500 square feet. By 
1884 ,the farm was sub- divided up into three large tracts which stretched from 121 East Cottage to the Sumner tract 
at Columbia Road. The south side of Humphreys Street was evidently slow to develop because of the prescence of an 
_ Open stream which more or less followed the curve of Humphreys Street. 32 Humphreys Street, on the south side 
_ Of this street, is a well detailed and preserved Italianate house that was extant by 1874 and owned by Andersons 
(1870s), Beals (1880s), Jennings (1890s-at least the early 1930s). James F. Jennings, its owner for many years was 
a "finisher". This house was one of half a dozen Italianate houses built along Humphreys Street and the western part 
of Belden Street (actually Italianate/Mansard cottages along Belden) that were evidently built in response to the 
introduction of the New York and New England Railroad through the area after the Civil War (see 6,8,10, 12 
Belden Street, all extant by 1874.) The large Italianate/Mansard house at 632 Columbia Road (then called 
Boston Street), corner of Hamlet Street was built by 1869 for farmer Hiram Clapp whose property encompassed 
almost 15,000 square feet of land along with a house and barn. 


Until c. 1890, the south -east corner of this area was owned by Martha Sumner and Caroline A. Sumner. Eastman 
Street with its fourteen single family Queen Anne houses was developed by the Sumner family c.1890 as middle- 
Class tract housing. ( 21 to 35 and 22 to 34 Eastman Street). 


The Thomas Groom estate encompassed a large tract of land on both sides of Humphreys Steet (118,175 sq. ft. ). 
Groom Street , on the north side of Humphreys Street started out as the driveway to the large Groom Mansion which 
had an elaborate system of paths through its gardens. Wendover Street was set out c.1890.The east side was part of 
the Groom holdings while the west side belonged to the Humphreys. It was originally called Iona Street. 
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NVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION EET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoRcHEsTEeR pe 
Property Name: Humphreys/East Cottage 


‘Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


The Queen Anne #39 Wendover Street, on the Groom's side was built c. 1900 and owned by H.W. Marsh who 
was the manager of a drapery department at 744 Washington Street. Another noteworthy Queen Anne on Wendover 
is located at #31 Wendover (Humphreys side) and was built c. early 1890's. It was owned by a family named 
Mermill until c.1920 and by 1933 was occuppied by a James Fitzpatrick and an Oscar L Short, deputy shernff . 


The single instance of row housing in this area was built at 354 to 364 Columbia Road (6 houses). They were 
built on part of the Samuel B. Pierce holdings. They were built at some point between 1885-1893 and owners in 
1894 included : E.R. Fowls (#354), J.A. Fowls (#356), the heirs of C. J. Sayward (#358), the H.S. Chase heirs 
(#360), William Curner Heirs (#362) and R.B. William, Trustee. 


The boxy, Craftsman/Colonial Revival 2-family houses at 8 to 20 and 9 tol9 Gene Street represent the most 
recent housing in this area , erected between 1910 and 1918. 


The highly irregular boundanes of this district speak to the fact that over the past twenty years or so, this area has 
suffered a decline in terms of housing being lost to fire and neglect (i.e. East Cottage/Columbia Road corner) as well 
as drastic alterations. These boundanes have been drawn to highlight relatively intact properties which reflect the 
evolution of an area once in the possession of a handful of families. The farm land and vacant real estate of 
Humphreys, Holdens , Grooms, Sumners, Claps and Pierces was gradually subdivided into house lots between 1870 
and 1915. 
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Property Address 


Community 


AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 


220 Morrissey Boulevard 


Boston, MA 02125 
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See attached photographs 
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MHC # Street Date Historic Name/ Bldg. Type Style, Materials, Form 


+632 Columbia Rd. 


654-74 Columbia Rd: 


Bowem acne ah occ s = se ens nabs nomen ena s nen os set sccneencsesecesscoesnessancces§ ccs ncee ssc ses sceenecare ces nosn nen cree wesees as see en smsae ras ss sebncre cee cane cease teen eee es ensece sere sasce eee an nets censsenens cacesscceeercer rus scuscessesauseccuceeccsrcseeaa 


eee cine einem s ehscedeaedual ves weeessss consancmsn0sseO acenecmatqesashetss 66a ct saxnyebeanabncs coche cscebasessusemnssovasessansuwebsddseedecescnseces sceccdevesseceusnesnsdssenchapsesccatcace 


eae Sade anssceBensecsssesasesesiecsneseessecsece ses Winceecenneess cen sen elec twain ees ccesaren essence cree syeanecs sesnacanns censase cas menses thn een nes casas asses ee eenesseeacct agent cece creerenceccecsescercececsecscecessnessecsusadacscacscesceces 


' 10-34 Eastman St. : 


SEN Sw Snes Eaedase <= 0a seuhamacennce ds caussuestewacsassecnvacesnceseses cnc cch ssvetsssecsscccsesdansnesecens cocse ce geccs sce secs socbeswncs asec sucseeescceesesse sess cscesscecenacrsesnengenes 


121-35 Eastman St. | 
21-39 Elder St. 


jenn n nnn fnew nnn nen nena net nena een e nnn n eee n ene te anne neem nee ee setter reat r ene teeta ete natenns tree ene ee ep ane nna nne tnea en een nee anna ne eee nena ees en eee e nnn e ee eee eee ee tee eee eee ee eee eee eee nen eee eee eee eee ene e eee ee ences ee eeeeeee 


: 8-20 Gene St. 


BOR eOe a wal a wakes essanaecbeenansaneneessess—sssccn secon senactennesensessseck cncsesesesecscccnseccusesecarcccesesc ee ccccecenccceseccescec scenes cosse cecccssenesssncencs seccececcasecscgecesccess 


'9-19 Gene St. 


ee eewenwel ow nnn no cee e age wen en none a nnn ne nae nnn n ene nee renee ee seen eens en cng eee nes enn cen en seen ane coca nes cece eee bs conc enen ence enn me nn cen nc ence en nee cree sens nec nne seen enc sec es ncc ecb acces csenecnccccnsccce cece sacecescccececcceces 


3 Groom St. 


canner nee Pannen enna eae dnnw nn nne nnn nn een nn acces ennacatancsnenneeesen esa eegeecenneeceeenaneersanecceen sere rncarecberteescnanaesnnetersceenaeneeeraceseen cece tensa nese e seen teen eters dower ene ence anne seca seen ceeensseeeeee 


Hamlet St. 


we) Se ew 


ee es Sa eee ee enn nt et net Set et eee EES Pee a. 


Meer -5-15 Quincefield St.) i: | go ee. 
: 6-30 Wendover St. : : 


ee esha ien Shanon sisebeses ech nknssencansctecodeesnssnc=webaserescsensss$ecese 
Wen ewowccccncsssccesccewes co cccesc owe ce yowe ten sccensnscessesecee casero csesnescseccncuscccscerescn cnc cesccssenesascccncessnacesscncccsccseccsnseasececesesectescceccocsoveases= 


'17-35 Wendover St.: 


Pea mews owen ens cnsecen neh smo sn enn ss cnc cenen ene c rene nner eceswenecc econ ere wep ene ane cace ness co cnsecws as ewesnsseteee secece cen cnenccee nen sen cones cre cece ccccscc ce cc cc ccccene cen cece csc cece cc seenwsacnceccsereseccscccecensceccccsncceccccccceccen 


ek 
FE AEE he ne ATR O_O A TRIN 


ie nn i) einen, a 


noe em moe 


ee iy a_i 


This list gives address ranges covered 


{ 
by the inventoried area. Itisnota  §#§# |= 
es ee building-by-building data sheet. See iy a ma 
narrative and photos for building- wrt tees fae a 
specific information, nn, clots ole me hes eae | 
See ee | Cl we a any 2 eee | 
ale fee, aie ee Heer 
; | 
| 


PON ITE LPS CSE CAE IT ST ER SM AE ITE TAS SPR AS) RSET Sen (rae rere MPS ESE Beer eee eee seen ee 


alg gn 
‘* 


a=} 
| dae 
bore 
ae 
; ‘ f 
¢ 
’ 
{ 
i $46 ond o- 
oii 
, * “ 
| hogs Od a 
or . 
ae mh = = «i 4 
~- B~r2 


ae me +3 A or 
ie lorie ae oat 


a> = 


ere seneowond, BORING TAS 


1 


* 


ire 4: je 
~_ a 
— anon 
bene —< 
~ — ° 
— m= — 
1 ie 5 em 
| 
be — le Ce mee me hk 


— 
per ee neta ee ee semen te - 
r 


. 


eT 


— es _ ee ee eee te 


' , 


ke re Oe 
. 


1. 6 ed hoe 


a: 


J pbidi \empl4 short 


; ical ote M Msi’ 7 


SY te ie eenentrgemtnainlbth 


| 


e 
: a 
‘ 
' 
a 
e 
a 
- ad — 
been 
ltt 


ee © 


2 ———) (Sst i 


» \ ‘<y so frwp 


ete 


<< — 
— Se eee 


eve icyy . 2] : 
te »ortorn44 fei T. 


Jt wvobraw ee-T 8 : 


rie an 1 


fe 
4 


| | 


ne i-3 
io 27-8 

2 moo €- eS 
i Setrrlt 


a -BYs LP OS ai. 


‘ wil ¢S.2]! 


2 eyowiqna OF-8 | A er 
2 tiofestie® Stas me ‘ 
te bisfteoiiad CS in ae me 
'd_ovobanW OE. oi. We Pe 


P ; @ oP 
ot ee © ~~ ae . _ - 
a 
| 
£ 
a & 
a er = - 
2 ile 


« 
& 2 
———anayfe = 06S Bese eee : 


— eae. = 


; : . em 
af fee’ Ged Geet Pe Gee eee A OG! Se ie Met Sey aoe = ee es ee cee Gee eee 


aD 


-— & 


A getoe ein *y Sip wie , Mit of A feta | ota shee wo ~~ on Area 
no af oO ty wk i a a hare —~ Sale Somes tr As 
‘ j * J ioe i Picces, yy : [ ; 
. a ber Ty i 
Aaa! Comnipeaston why @ (8E ot et ee joe 
a oul actin i Laas . 
- la 
eis 11 1G 
Tew RCW iy chgeelP 
— —_ AS a 5 ame 
iacet ier rat 7. wee) | 
a) _— SS NS Ee : i 
‘ t ; 
‘eel Bleck 44! ad while ons j Santi y ‘ 
ee Ue - - rn a re r 
i with frvy “7 anh bj aiidi ives , : 
tee rd file mi one Ae vt Ve AK! 4 as } 
: , war ca Ex ATS Paruline Ay et —_ 
ejorm Supile ?-2 pho 7 ~ a nal pan a.~ Sere Me 
vee GNice, Ali’ adilitions , ; 
, ree “Ie vert : 
" i 
_ —_s - 10s + is WD Aan a om’ @ q 
: C nate 
it] Crd 
cued & 
Gra indcoting stopestias his i 
, fi} HL 
Opreeariics jor which Gulivid 
he been conrpicted, fale! siree:s ; 
~~ 4 43 ‘Or Ae 
PETE i ORY, ATACA O CoMRmiL 
ety at] ane Clift yin. Sradan ij 
i) 
‘ 1c 
i 
°° a, ti ¥P 
, : _ ty 
) 
| ] 
- i) 
> 
: oO 
’ - 2 u 
y 7 = 7 go 7 
o nw : (orn = 
7 om * 


i <= ape® 6 


FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 
MURy uF IBN - 1ZE 
Massachusctts Historical Commission GN -12E 
§0 Boylston Strect 

Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Photograph 

(3° x3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left: 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
fo continuation sheets. 


roll 4 4 


Sketch Map 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
| tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north, 


USGS Quad Areal etter borm Numbers in Area 
S0vy 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 
Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchcstcr 


Name of Area Virginia / Monadnock 


Present Use residential 


Construction Dates or Period 187S-1915 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) Apmil, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate tn terms of other areas within the community. 
The Virginia-Monadnock areca Is situated directly west of the Upham's Comer commercial area . [tis included in 
the part of Dorchester Known as St. Kevin's Parish. This study area is bounded on the west by the Penn 
Central railroad tracks (Midland Branch); on the north by the abutung Dudley Street area; on the cast by the rear 
property lines of Virginia Street ; and on the south by the edges of the intersection of Virginia, Monadnock, Bird 
and Sayward Street as well as the cul de sac known as Cedar Place. Topographicaliy, Virginia Street runs along 
the crest of a hill while Monadnock Street follows its base. curving to Its contours on the south side. Virginia 
and Monadnock Streets form an clongated island of house lots. This area is an oasis of residential calm 
surrounded on two sides by commercial concems and their attendant activity and railroad tracks which scparate 
the Dorchester and Roxbury neighborhoods. The buildings of the Virginia Monadnock arca are mostly large, 
single- family homes of high architectural quality dating trom c.1880-1915. Most have ample front yards and 
/or side lawns. Architectural intrusions include vinyl siding, unsympathetic additions, and alterations to 
fenestration . Buildings beyond the intersection of Sayward and Bird are smaller in size, of lesser architectural 
quality and are set much closer together and closer to the sueet. Cedar Place, a cul de sac off the southern end 
of Monadnock Street has been included in this area because of its small, relatively well -preserved collection of 
mid 19th century Italianate cottages which provide a glimpse of this area before wealthy late 19th c.suburbanites 
moved here (continued). 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

During the mid 19th century the Virginia- Monadnock area was owned by Ebenezer Sumner. By 1874, his heirs 
controlled a large tract containing 537,333 square feet that stretched from Dudley Street to Cedar Place.The first 
housing in the area appears to have been built on Cedar Place in the early 1870s in the form of Italianate cottages, a 
good example of which stands at6 Cedar Place with its boxy 1.5 story cottage scale and total lack of 
architectural pretentions--a far cry from the substantial, omate housing thal would be built on a Virginia and 
Monadnock Streets in the 1880's and 90's. 


The Virginia and Monadnock area had the advantage of being located just across from the Dudley commuter stop 
on the Midlands Branch of the Penn Central Railroad which was constructed around 1870. It was also close to the 
burgeoning commercial area at Upham's Comer and vet had all the rural suburban qualities prized by middle class 
Yankees anxious to escape the social problems and increasing industrializauon of the city. 


The homes built on Virginia and Monadnock Street during their first twenty years of development from 1880-1890 
were large single family homes on the hill which overlooked the city. The first house to be builton Monadnock 
Street was #29. Exhibiting a date plaque which reads "1880" , this house has been sensitively restored , 
representing an interesting blend of the Mansard, Stick and Queen Anne styles. Over time members of the B.G. 
Smith (1880's), Alda M. Jones (1890's), Florence D. Revnolds (1900's) . Julia G. Flaherty (1920's) and Ellen 
E. Mahoney (1930's-?)families lived here. Another early house in this development was #16 Virginia Street, 
the home of Isaac H. Allard who owned a livery stable at 767 Dudley Street. A number of doctors settled on 
Monadnock Street during these early years of development so that by 1900 this street was sometimes called Pill 
Road.By the 1930s real estate agent Percy I. Minard lived here. The Minards built a six car concrete garage 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps/A tlases- 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894,1898,1910,1918 and 1933 
Boston Business Directories- 1874-1945 

Boston Landmarks Commission Files-Virginia-Monadnock Area Profile 
Orcutt, William Dana, Good Old Dorchester, 1893 


[] Recommended as a National Register Distnct. If checked, vou must attach a completed National Register 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
“DoRtEesTeR, Apeor 


Property Name: Virginia/Monadnock 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description 


Virginia Street's streetscape is characterized by a large houses set on spacious lots which is very different from the 
more densely built up streetscapes of Monadnock Street. One of the earlier houses on the street, the Isaac H. Allard 
House at 16 Virginia Street, is a substantial mansard roofed residence with a front porch unusual in its 
employment of Carpenter Gothic elements mixed with Italianate brackets.Good examples of large Queen Anne houses 
with irregular forms and well- crafted elements include 21 Virginia Street with its rambling, irregular form and 
corner tower with bell -shaped roof cap and intact slate shingles throughout. Other Queen Anne houses of interest on 
Virginia Street include #'s 28, 41,48, 50 and 54 . The Queen Anne/Colonial Revival 2.5 story square, side 
hall plan (?) house at #11 Virginia Street shows positive evidence of recent rehabilitation work. while #15 
Virginia Street deserves praise for an appropriate color scheme over a typically Queen Anne sheathing of 
clapboards on the first floor and patterned wood shingles on the second floor. Its irregular form is enclosed by an 
intersecting gable roof. Relatively intact residential examples of the Stick style, with symetrical massing and stick 
work detail are in evidence at 38 and #44 Virginia Street. 


Monadnock Street presents a much more varied streetscape in terms of residential building types including single , 
2-family , and 3-deckers rubbing elbows on lots less spacious than those of Virginia Street. The proximity to the 
railroad tracks and less elevated terrain resulted in a more moderate demand for house lots . Consequently this street 
was built -up over a longer timeframe than that of Virginia Street. Large, irregular Queen Anne housing similar to 
that of Virginia Street appears at the southwestern end of Monadnock Street (i.e. 61,65 and 69 Monadnock 
Street) but these houses by no means represent the norm for housing on this street. A particularly charming foray 
into the Queen Anne vernacular is the towered , wood shingle clad house at #41 Monadnock Street. The best 
preserved Queen Anne house on Monadnock Street is #29 with its turned porch elements and wealth of original 
and relatively ornate detail. Striking a decidedly urban note in Monadnock Street's suburban streetscape are the the 
c.1890 bow front brick apartments at 50;52;54; 56 Monadnock Street. #'s 36;38;40;42;44;46;48 
Monadnock Street are three deckers with Classical Revival elements, including 2-story porches with monumental, 
square and fluted porch posts. These 3-deckers were built on this area's narrowest lots between 1912-1913. 


Historical Narrative continued 


behind this house in 1925. The brick bow front row houses at #'s 50 to 56 Monadnock Street may represent 
the work of prolific late 19th century architect and developer William H. Besarick . These houses are listed as being 
owned by Besarick's wife (?) Elizabeth from c. 1890-1920. 


By 1912, most of the land was developed with the exception of the narrow, steeply sloping hill section of Monadnock 
Street which was least dsirable for development because of its topography. In 1912, this last area, still valuable for its 
location in a fine neighborhood close to transportation and commerce, was subdivided into narrow lots and a set of 
double and single triple deckers with fine classical detail was built between 1912 and 1913. Expansion of the street car 
lines by this time was so extensive and fares so reasonable that more moderate income families could afford to move 
to the area. By the 1940s wide spread automobile ownership resulted in many of this area's residents moving further 
Out into the suburbs. During the 1940s and 50s many of the larger homes were subdivided into boarding houses. 
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AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 


220 Mornisscy Boulevard 


Boston, MA 02125 


Form No. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 


Area letter For Numbers :- \ree 


USGS Quad 


; Boson) 
Massachusetts Historical Commission [UN - (2E DDK | shy the cal 
8) Boylston Strect 


Boston, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3" x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
(0 continuation sheets. 


Sketch Map 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 

it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
‘including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion ere is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north, 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 
Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 


Name of Area Dudley Tnangiez 


Present Use residential 


Construction Dates or Penod c. 840-1930 


Overall Condition fair 


Major Intrusions and Alterauons vacznt lots. 
‘modem infillhousing, 

Acreage 

Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) Apnil. 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing -2is fo-7m 


ALA =A | 
ents ced rete Pesth 
cider. Loo eri San 


es) / . : 1( 9) ehowwd oes 


aid See golen tt nwo at 
taawliy vo botsthuddgiar you) K 


ee eae 


fitgicr 


wat... (ro. ohh ne Son’ SSS 
: ih VW i “ i it Soed xe ea Ae 


sianats f voted | estA te aml ——" * ih noah movadte 1) 


—— MS 


— a RN ee 5 Ws) a 74) : }? & Th)! >s\t wo svat 2 
x - roloig bowel A Sano cit Was 
oe a ew al) ianenr* . uselet 


IS me 


O20] es 4 Lonel 1 toile) AoOiouian) 


ee ee SF 


i movibHCO TinaeO 


EE i oN pe a 


ES Sa 


30} 1§s.5 * cnoueTlA bas eso al w;wjaM 


20S! bee. 


AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
The Dudley Triangle area, ts bounded by Dudley Street on the northeast; the New York, New Haven and 
Yartiord Railroad tracks on the east; Quincy Street on the south; and Blue Hill Avenue on the west This area is 
overwhelmingly residential and extraodinarily complex in terms of housing types and is not always cohesive in 
‘erms of concentrations of historic resources. There are many gaps in the strectscapes in the form of vacant Jots. 
Well-designed new housing just to the east of Blue Hill Avenue (bordering Dacia Street ) is compauble with 
older housing stock. Historic resources are dispersed throughout the entire area with the St. Paul's ’ Hartford 
Street Chamblet Road and Magnolia Square/ Sargent Street section offering, perhaps the best opportunity for a 
cohesive historic distnict. The major landmark on the "sky line" of this areais St. Paul's Roman Catholic 
Church (1922-37) which is situated atop Harrison Hill. Perhaps this area's greatest strength lies 1n its masonry 
duildings--be they row houses, apartments, commercial blocks, school , municipal facillities etc. These masonry 
structures, with their quality craftsmanship, fine design and attention to detail speak to the fact that this was once 
one of the most urbane and affluent parts of the city. It is sometimes difficult to "read" the development of this 
area because there is so much that is missing or that is brand new. Another look at the streets at the northern 
apex of this tnangular area is recommended north of West Cottage Street. 


The oldest building in the area appears to be the Greek Revival house at 186 Magnolia Street. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

The Dudley Triangle area, in the mid-late 18th century ,achieved prominence as a country retreat for affluent 
Bostonians.The east side of Mt. Harrison or Harmison Hill and nearby Dudley Street (onginally part of Stoughton 
Street) once encompassed the homes of Swans, Taylors, and later Hoopers. The hilly, ledgv, tree- covered terrain 
eitracted wealthy merchants seeking respite from the worlds of business and politics in Boston . This area's scenic 
landscape provided refuge and inspiration for writers like Susan Wentworth A pthorp who composed the first 
American novel "The Power of Sympathy" and Perez Morton who wrote the funeral eulogy for General Joseph 
Warren who died at Bunker Hill. Both Apthorp and Morton communed with their muses in the old Tavior House 
which stood on Dudley Street opposite Howard Avenue.According to Dorchester historian William Dana Orcutt, 
this fine example of a mid- 18th -century Georgian mansion "embraced a large tract of land, which was bounded 
oy flowering shrubs. Tall, majestic elms surrounded the house, which was itself a type of the hospitality which 
reigned within".The center-hall house stood 5-bays in width and two piles in depth, with highly symmetrical 
lacades . The main facade featured a pedimented center pavillion with the main entry set within an elegant bowed, 
balustrade-topped portico. Flanking the entrance were pairs of monumental Corinthian pilasters. Perez Morton 
owned this property from the 1770s until 1808; he purchased it from Lemuel and Ezekiel Bird. This estate 
“contained by estimation five acres more or less, with all the buildings thereon standing". Bor in 1751, Morton 
Was, among other things, a speaker of the Massachusetts House of Representatives (1807-1811), attomey general 
of Massachusetts (1811-1832) and in 1820 he was a delegate to the State convention. Later owners of Morton's 
mansion included Coolidges, Hedges and finally Taylors. Sadly, this house was taken down during the 1890s.( 
continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/A tlases- 1794, 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918, 1933 
Boston Directories: 1870-1933 and Tucci, Douglas Shand, The Gothic Churches of Boston, 1974 
Orcutt, William Dana, Good Old Dorchester, 1893 

Various authors, The Dorchester Book, Illustrated, 1899 

Tercentenary Committee, Dorchester 1630- Old and New -1930 

Sammarco, A.M., 11 January, 1911, Merchant's estate carved up for homes, St. Paul's Church",DCN 
Sama. Jonathan D. and Smith, Ellen, The Jews of Boston, 1995 


[| Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Cniteria Statement Form. | fie 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Dorcenesrer. DK 


Property Name: Dudley Triangle 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Although the southern boundary line is confined primarily to the north side of Quincy Street, this area does include the 
Phillips Brooks School on the south west side of the street. In general, Quincy Street tends to be lined with fairly 
plain and altered triple deckers. Situated at # 5 Perth Street, corner of Quincy street, the Phillps Brooks School is a 
fine example of a Renaissance Revival institutional building. The facade of this red brick, 3.5 story school 1s 
characterized by a highly symmetncal design which is divided into three, 5-bay segments. Its center entrance is set 
within a graceful console keystone arch and exhibits nch but restrained limestone surrounds. Above the entrance is a 
plaque with raised lettering which reads "Phillips Brooks School 1899". It was designed by A. Warren Gould, 
architect of the Dorchester Women's Club (1892) at 40 Centre Street in the Codman Square area of Dorchester. This 
school's ground floor features rusticated brick work treatments; its windows are interspersed with ornate stone piers. 
The upper floors of its flanking bays are faced with white stone . The third floor of the center bay features tall and 
narrow arched windows interspersed by engaged columns.Above the top floor windows of the flanking bays are 
stone friezes with low relief floral detail. Particularly noteworthy is the molded cast metal comice which includes a 
crisply rendered dentil course.At either end of the rectangular main block are four- story campanile-like towers with 
open porches at the top level, pierced by arched openings. A three-story flat roofed bay projects from the west wall. 


The western boundary line of this area is confined primarily to the east side of Blue Hill Avenue but jogs across this 
thoroughfare to take in the Rosa Parks Day Care Center at Blue Hill Avenue, corner of Savin Street; 
this masonry structure was built as a George Robert White Health Fund Unit in 1929 (architect unidentified). 

This Renaissance Revival , 3.5 story red brick and limestone trimmed building stands 12 bays in width and 3-bays in 
depth. Its main entrance is located at the center of its narrow Savin Street wall and is set within a console bracketed 
pediment. Its Blue Hill Avenue wall is noteworthy for its rythmic repetition of monumental Doric piers which are 
interspersed between multi pane windows that exhibit something of an industrial aesthetic. The top floor features pairs 
of wide, multi- pane windows that are interspersed with paired Donic pilasters and impart a solarium-like appearance 
to this top floor. This building is enclosed by a flat, deeply overhanging roof. At the Blue Hill Ave/ Savin Street 
corer just above the level of the second- floor windows is a shield -like date plaque which reads "1929". 


Continuing northeast along Blue Hill Avenue is an extraodinary , cupola topped Italianate house on the Roxbury side 
of this thoroughfare numbered 57 Blue Hill Avenue. This house sits atop a low brick store front/basement, now 
vacant, which in and of itself is an important document of a type of "mom.and pop" storefront that was much more 
prevalent at the turn of the century. This wood shingle clad house stands with broad and bracketed end wall gables 
facing north-south. Projecting from its main facade is an off- center, 3-bay x 1-bay end wall gable which exhibits an 
arched Gothic revival attic window. The first floor encircling verandah is supported by posts featuring unusual 
punched and cut detail. Angled bracing extends from these posts to the porch roof eaves. The main entrance is situated 
near the northeast comer of the house and is set within a deep , pendant-ornamented door hood . To the left of the 
door hood is a polygonal bay. In general, windows are set within deep, well-molded, segmental headed and square 
Surrounds. Rising from the intersection of the main block's gables is an octagonal cupola with deep, bracketed eaves. 
A one -story, gable- roofed ell projects from the rear wall (continued) . 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoetyH STE. DK 


Property Name: Dudley Triangle 


Indicate cach item on inventory fonn which 1s being continucd below. 


Architectural Description continued 


The northeast boundary of this area includes both sides of Dudley Street between Blue Hill Avenue and the New 
York, New Haven and New England Railroad racks. Although Dudlcy Street suffers from numerous gaps in its 
streetscapes, it nevertheless encompasses an zrchitecturally significant collection of brick buildings dating from the 
mid-late 19th century. Highlights of this thoroughfare include: #'s 429, 431, 433 Dudley Street. This trio of 
ca. 1850s red brick and brownstone- trimmed rowhouses appears to be a quite early example of bow - front town 
houses with a mansard roof. These bow frors are broad in a way that was typical of this structural form during the 
1840's and 50's. Later bow fronts of the late 1850's and 1860's, in the South End, tended to be tall and narrow with 
high stoops. This Dudley Street trio exhibits !ow granite stoops and basements. Each entrance is topped by a 
brownstone lintel with tabs and windows exhitit simple brownstone sills and lintels. The mansard that encloses all 
three houses is straight sided. Across the street , 430/432 and 434/436 Dudley Street add considerable interest 
to the streetscape. Named the "Frances" anc "Isabella", the corners of these identical apartments feature 
distinctive , narrow, cylindrical 3-story towers with steeply pitched conical roof caps. At the center of each 3-bay 
main facade are entrances set within broad Romanesque Revival arches. Another noteworthy masonry building is the 
"Mathew" commercial/residential block at $5 Dudley Street. This 4-story Rennaissance/Georgian Revival 
building addresses the Dudley / West Cottage Streets intersection with a distinctive , curved facade. Access to the 
apartments of the upper floors is gained via front doors set within a broad, console bracketed stone arch. The yellow 
brick upper floors undulate with three octagonal bays on the West Cottage Street side and a single three-story bay on 
the dudley Street facade. This building culmimztes in a corbelled cornice and is enclosed by a flat roof. 

#'s 589, 591, 593 and 595 Dudley Street is an imposing Panel Bnck/Queen Anne residential block. 

Its rectangular 16-bay x 3-bay form exhibits peired entries at the 4th and Sth bays from either end of this brick 
structure. Each floor displays different windox lintel treatments including bar, segmental headed, drip and square 
headed windows. A corbelled brickwork course seperates the third and fourth stories and piers project between 
every group of four windows on the 4th story. A very English Queen Anne touch are the four swans neck scroll 
pediments that rise above the roof line at reguizr intervals. 


Considering the eastern edge of this area, Masnolia Street, one block from the railroad tracks, is intermittently lined 
with architecturally significant buildings, including #'s 6 to 24 Magnolia Street . This group of brick bow front 
tow houses features short flights of granite steps; deep, bracketed door hoods; 2-story bow fronts and mansard roofs 
with single and tnpartite dormers. Also noteworthy is the Benedict Fenwick School (now the Sister Clara 
Muhammad School) at 150 Magnolia Street. Blending Renaissance Revival elements with Tapestry brick surface 
treatments, this 2.5 story school is composed of an 11bay x 2-bay main block with a substantial side wing. Still 
extant at177 to 185 Magnolia Street is a row of bow- front apartments which feature recessed entrances, 
surmonted by lintels with incized Eastlakian dezail. This building culminates in a well crafted brick work cornice. 


Considerably more cohesive is the collecuon c: histonc resources atop Harrison Hill. This area within the larger 
Dudley Triangle area encompasses late- 19th- centurv- single and two- family housing bordering Hartford, Lingard, 
Half Moon, Chamblet and Sargent Streets and Magnolia Square. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Por_ecHEes fed DK 


Property Name: Dudley Triangle 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


St. Paul's Roman Catholic Church, located atthe corner of Hartford and Lingard Streets, was built 
between 1923-1937 from designs provided by Maginnis and Walsh. This Boston architectural firm had a_ national 
reputation for excellent, scholarly ecclesiastical design. Examples of this firm's work includes the church of St. 
Catherine of Genoa (1907-1916) on Spring Hill in Somerville; St. Catherine of Siena built in Norwood in 1909 and 
St. Theresa's in West Roxbury, designed in 1929. Designed in the English Gothic style, St. Paul's form is that of a 
modified Latin Cross. Constructed of granite blocks with the gable end wall of the nave facing Hartford Street, this 
church's pinnacle-toppedtower rises from in front of the altar. The main facade's three entrances are set within 
pointed arches and open onto a broad flight of steps. Above the center entrance is a large, Gothic stained glass 
window. St. Paul's Roman Catholic Church is the major landmark in the Dudley tnangle area and imparts a kind of 
English country village character to its surroundings. 


Hartford Street represents the main north-south street in this area within the larger Dudley Tnangle area (St. 
Paul's/Hartford Street might be a good name for this sub area ). In general, Hartford Street is lined with 2.5 -story 
Queen Anne gable-fronted, side passage houses. Characterised by cross-shaped forms. these houses exhibit 2-story 
polygonal bays on their main facade as well as various types of small , open entrance porches. #37 Hartford 
Street represents an interesting variation on the aforementioned Hartford Street housing, exhibiung a three -story 
tower with pyramidal roof cap. Its front door opens onto a small encircling verandah which exhibits turned posts and 
saw cut diagonal bracing enlivened by ginger bread ornamentation. Other Hartford Street houses do not at all follow 
the typical formula for housing on this street. 27 Hartford Street, for example, features broad Shingle Style end 
wall gambrel profiles which sweep down and over an open front porch with square posts. Its main facade's roof 
slope features two levels of dormer windows. Other exceptions to the rule along this street include the Queen Anne 
residence at 32 Hartford Street. Here, pedimented gable roofed components face Hartford and Lingard Streets. 
Nestled and angled at the center of these wings is a two story component with a small encircling verandah. Although 
altered by asphalt shingles, the Queen Anne house at 44 Hartford Street is of interest for its unusual form which 
includes a circular corner oriel which projects from a more standard T-shaped house with intersecting gables. The 
encircling verandah is of interest for its circular conical roofed segment. The real gem on this street in terms of 
domestic architecture is the small, well-detailed Italianate house at 54 Hartford Street. Here . this L- shaped house 
is composed of a 2-bay x 2-bay main block with small rear ell. Built c. 1865-1870, this house features a later Queen 
Anne front porch with tumed elements. Its main facade features a polygonal oriel to the nght o! the entrance. Its 
upper floors exhibit unusually omate window enframents for a house of this scale and includes 2 tipartite window 
with bracketed and cornice headed lintel and scroll detail at its lower comers. Its cornice features a cnsply rendered 
dentil course as well as closely spaced brackets. It is enclosed by a low hip roof with a single dormer at the center of 
its main facade. Around the comer at # 38 Sargent Street is a well preserved example of the Stick Style, complete 
with vertical stick work over clapboards and broad jerkin head gable. 


Chamblet Street, off of Hartford Street is lined with several large architecturally significant late 19th century 
Tesidences including 9 Chamblet Street , a robust example of the Colonial Revival style . Th:s hip-roofed house is 
noteworthy for its full length front porch with paired Ionic columns and tumed Georgian Revival railing balusters. 
Its center entrance is flanked by leaded glass side lights and surmounted by a graceful fan light. Its main entrance is 
flanked by 2-story bowed segments. At the center of the main facade is a tripartite window with leaded glass sash 
and molded enframements. Pairs of dormers with broken pediments appear on its slate-shingled roof slopes. 

2 Chamblet Street, corner of Magnolia, is in need of immediate preservation action. This large, rambling, 
towered Queen Anne house exhibits a highly irregular form; its clapboard and wood shingle sheathing 1s in an 
advanced state of deterioration. 


: 
- 
> 


| vy 


rs 
WMeeNaNOd jn o1noTeH eTTaeUD ARR 
a-eiheersoee mr vere? | Cube off emer 


epee ene ae 


Mrglod ‘trcasec ites. tyes eibide io.) vx enorme no mol eee 


ia Bout! oligitees@ lawedesiiis 
Med anw stearic birgait bun. brvthiat! to 0109 of) In flies) wriows |) > olotsD cemodt ated 
- Wnolien s bed ami hewlootitt ym neaod abiT udeleW bonus ereanniegiit ¥0 tebriing sooo mol VERT ee 
ipo? ta dewato of! eobolom drove anil ani to x aqmaes Jngh tetenimtcs /hclorrse yeotk saxo TOR Monies 
bai COR ni Lewerioy m thud arte to onhadieD 32 ; silivomoe m 1H gcing- 1-021) sone? Se Sane 
Wo twedd FA m0) 2' turd 42 shone odioD Hatten ont oi | geo EM Shbsen » chest eo W aia re 


Gul) sooe tnottweH gatos pa pene tv ing ad? ite Vapi Shyurg lol oes 2D Se 
iidlive foe aus esos soul @'sbeos! nisen oT 2ctie oct lo WE AE gion! en wok baquel-sige cig 
yeuly home ouliod sg uel # 21 sane jaleasieads oom age Wiited) bork © ono nego ba woe se Deir 
be Lentil & sine bre Bou meee aid seit ni A Aarts votes els aa loreal”) coe! 8 ascnaA ata owobe 
145 - re | _aghilantincn use aii or otoneedhs ageing: 
Ss ) as signent dalbucl raga ost sieht wt sem eirts ni dow dtwwendmoc 1 1 orl) Acoeagel 
exe 25 dtiw bead <i sod nolnakt levaneg af |. enk.duaeith yol omnis mos Mein as 
crates biicizo sett seo) 20mnei bonaerds-geor vd bozos) Pareed sas2259 oe bolgoni-s 
‘bteltisH $2% .2odosoq scntune neqo , flea lo 20773 avon hag Hew 2: 2) veces) ae SERE va 1 . 
oe nei 2 ganulnes ,gomiod Issue InolnaH boaotesmmole gine noo: nsy sda 
bas ero baw zidutzs soulw debomer. gaitotions Mame 8.olne a ! 
wollol lk tn jor ob iaeued tows? tnotnat! wax) noltemomene 
bas sivie signe becrnd cowie olomuxo 10} see broil 4 
Tom @ebee) pina ait zlkeog omiype (iw dawg ino) naqe am 
Rats, cow) of ateritee soos 2itl anole okt: sail 08 2nwienony aa 
Aleeni=: brittle bootnel 298! ainadogmos beloo: videg hy ; 
fenortis.. débumey-gaiinine> ileme.s dinw ‘00% OMe a i 
how crv) dauewau 21) WU eyesea to si $9008. Groltiall ee 6: 7 
oi? wekdsy oaiteocroini shi seed -T timbaere stom.« met 
lo aed ci Iorite zien cog leone dnsengse baton fi r 
ued hogaris I zidi . not teane osolrisit- bE tw nod © 
nen ey ssrueg) setionl eich patho inant Alorwen Me 
+21 somos 2) jourign sd! oF joie nb 
eos sHihneqy s zabuloat hae olson eal, Aap 


eee 8S ni “re 
ky he th . ; 
» CSO Whee : 
ic ‘safle sical ot eee 


aereligge peg —inp 


Barty ty forwards) 


es) liv 


cera digs psa oy che man ie ska se ban a . tread solenot f » Se 
f. v wat heh {t 7 iS ai ig A ; ot vw 
h shsaagertbefonre ow 9 Toon lio 2 pone PRE H to ren 2 ats be AD. 


Wan Tie Dia 
¢ g evigtatre': 


ts oe ed pe ocean na ree 
chaiep gate secmerennnes ee 
a Seperpean terri 
4s yy se Mier Pe te i 
Wiser NS. haha 
. heniseroeg we Bhs Wk wine ios; Ln ys site 
) ne | ae Teva) : 


* 
ae 
ata 


¥ 
Uy 


INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DbotcnEsTER. DE 


Property Name Dudley Triangle 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which ts being continucd below. 


Architectural Description 


Its encircling verandah is in poor condition with attenuated Tuscan columns no longer supporting the roof in some 
instances and the roof, itself, missing parts or all of its entablature. This house is "alive" with all manner of projecting 
components including polygonal bays, oriels and gables. Still intact is its lot's low granite block, cap stone- topped 
retaining walls. 


One block south of Chamblet, off of Magnolia Street , is Magnolia Square. This cul-de- de -sac is bordered primarily 
by large Queen Anne houses with the noteworthy exception of 1/3 Magnolia Square. This house has the 
appearance of an Italianate school that has been adapted for residential purposes (further research needed here). This 
clapboard- clad house stands with its broad end wall gable facing Magnolia Square. It is composed of a 3-bay x 2-bay 
main block with a fairly extensive rear ell. Its center entance is flanked by 2-story octagonal bays. Above each bay is 
an occulus window. At the center of the attic is a tripartite window that contains clapboards. Its windows are fully 
enframed with cornice headed lintels. Its side walls' roof slopes exhibit pairs of pedimented dormers. 

Across the street at #14 Magnolia Square is an intact, hip roofed 2-family Colonial Revival with a front porch 
exhibiting clustered Ionic porch columns. Its main facade features a bow front and bowed oriel above the entrance. 
#17 Magnolia Square is a substantial Queen Anne/Colonial Revival clapboard and wood shingle clad residence 
with three-story corner tower. Situated on a high rubblestone basement, this house mises 2-stories to a low hip roof 
with a cornice entablature noteworthy for its low relief nbbon and swag motifs. 


Other buildings of note in this area include the Little Zion Church of God at Wayland Street , corner of 
Howard Street. This building was evidenly built as a synogogue c. 1920, but further information is needed here. 
Constructed of brick, this 3-bay x 6-bay rectangular 2-story building is enclosed by a flat roof. Difficult to categorize 
stylistically, this building's double doors open onto an open porch which rests on a raised brick platform. Above the 
main entrances are windows set within a pair of Renaissance Revival console keystone arches. Flanking these 
windows are long and narrow arched windows. Under each of these windows are panels with decorative 
checkerboard patterns (composed of marble?) This building 's main facade culminates in a low stepped parapet. 


West Cottage Street and vicinity contains several architecturally significant buildings. Its streetscape is intact 
between Dudley Street and Brook Avenue, lined as it is with brick row houses with octagonal bays at #'s 7-19 and 
16-26 West Cottage Street. #30 West Cottage Street , corner of Brook Avenue is a wood shingle clad 
Queen Anne residence charactenzed by an irregular form. It is notewortny for its well rendered front and side 
porches. Around the comer at #'s 88-100 Brook Avenue is a town house grouping unusual for the way its 
facades follow the curve in Brook Avenue These Italianate / Mansard / Panel Brick houses exhibit corbelled cornices 
and entrances variously set within saw cut bracketed door hoods and brownstone arches. The mansard roofs of #'s 
88,90 and 92 appear to be missing. 


Further west on West Cottage Street is an interesting group of four Queen Anne/Romanesque row houses at #'s 
74-80 that feature paired entrances set within brown and white stone voussoir edged arches. Octagonal bays appear 
as a pair at the center of this row as well as at either end of this group. A continuous band of brick work panels 
appears between the windows of the first and second floors. At the top of each oriel is an omamental swansneck 
scroll . 
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VEN Y FORM C NUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
D0 ety ESTE bb) 
Property Name: Dudley Triangle 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued- 


The mansion of the infamous James Swan was also located in this area (more research 1s nested + pinpoint the exact 
location---Kirker and Orcutt are vague as to its site). Swan, a native of Fifeshire . Scotland -2me to Boston at an early 
age, worked for a time as a clerk, participated in the Boston Tea Party in 1773 and was worded at the Battle of 
Bunker Hill. He later became adjutant general of the Commonwealth but dunng the 1780s. *as forced to flee to 
France because of his inability to honor substantial debts. His wife , Hepzetah Swan, was <re of the original Mount 
Vernon Proprietors on Beacon Hill . Swan paid off his debts, recouped his tortune and ret=ned 10 the U.S. during 
the mid 1790s. In c.1796-he hired the architect Charles Bulfinch to design 2 great wooden >o fronted country house . 
Swan had purchased this land as early as 1780. The estate had been formerly owned by Nztanie! Hatch, a Tory, who 
had his property confiscated by the State. Orcutt , in reference to the Swan Manson, noted at" “its site was 
imposing being upon a ledge of rocks". Swan's Bulfinch-designed mansion was described :s an "elegant and very 
expensive house". Swan's property also encompassed a “road house", two stables, a hay Io’: with a servants chamber 
and a pidgeon house. Swan's years on Dudley Street were brief but his heirs owned this pr-cert. unul 1857 when 
both the house and its French Louis XVI furnishings were sold at auction . In 1825, Mrs S«2n entertained Lafayette 
here while her husband James languished in a debtor's prison in Paris. Later owners includ=i Nathaniel Augustus 
Barrett and Mrs. William H. Cilley. Like the aforementioned Taylor House. the Swan House was tom down during 
the 1890s, ironically at the height of the Colonial and Federal Revival's populanty in the B-ston area. All of this 
discussion of extinct 18th century landmarks is meant to show that a precedent had long ag> been set for this area's 
Status as a section of upscale suburban and later urban masonry residences during the mid t< ‘ate 19th century--a 
period of time for which there is ample physical evidence still in existence in this part of Do-thester. 


In a sense, the story of the Dudley Triangle's history as a modem neighborhood begins wit: the construction of the 
| Captain Robert Chamblet Hooper mansion in 1845. Hooper built his Italianate, cupola topped mansion on or near the 
site of the present St. Paul's Roman Catholic Church at the comer of Hartford and Lingard Streets. Before discussing 
Hooper, it should be noted that in 1850, Hooper's neighbors in the Dudley Tnangle area inc aded members of the 
Loring, Sargent, Cunningham , Monk and J. P. Clapp families. Additionally, there were seen unlabeled dwellings 
in this area. Magnolia Street existed as Myrtle Street, Quincy Street extended only from the >.oxbury line to Columbia 
Street (Road), Blue Hill Avenue is not shown on this map but was located on the other side +f a stream that seperated 
Dorchester and Roxbury. West Cottage Street started out as a drive way leading northwest rd from Dudley (then 
part of Stoughton) leading to the Monk place. Howard Street is shown on the 1850 Map as © >rming a triangular area 
With Quincy and Myrtle (Magnolia) Street. Returing to Robert C. Hooper (1805-1869), it scould be noted that he 
| Was born in Marblehead, the grandson of "King" Hooper, a well known merchant Robert -ooper was educated at 
Phillips Academy and graduated with Harvard's Class of 1822. After Harvard, he traveled =e world on his father's 
ships. Robert Hooper made his fortune building and selling ships, and by wading sugar anc »ther commodities in 
Boston. He also traded on and owned a share of Central Wharf and built Consuution Whe~. Hooper's Dorchester 
| @state was called Oakland . 


This 20- acre estate was bounded by Dudley and Hartford Streets. In 1869, the vear of his ceath. Hooper ranked 
among Dorchester's wealthiest men with his house alone valued at $40,000.00. Between 1*70 and 1911, Hooper's 
heirs gradually subdivided his estate which covered a sizeable percentage of the Dudley Tnz-zle zrea. Lingard 
Street was first known as Hooper Street. During the late 1870's-80's, Robin Hood Street, Chamblet Street 
and Half Moon Street were laid out through the Hooper estate. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
VDogene SEL p-¥= 


Property Name: Dudley Triangle 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued-- 


Magnolia Street, which was extant by 1850. is one of the streets in the Dudley Tnangle section that show the 
greatest range of historic domestic architectural styles. The oldest house on this street, and for that matter in this area , 
appears to be the Greek Revival farm house at 186 Magnolia, corner of Quincy Street. It does not appear on the 
1850 map but was probably extant by 1855. In 1869, it was owned by Elizabeth P. and Richard K. Vaughan . At that 
time this house was valued at $3500 and its stable and shed were assigned a valuation of $500. 


Interestingly enough, masonry row housing as well as wood frame dwellings were built in this area between 

1870-1890. Between 1870-74, the red brick group of bow front Italianate /Mansards was built at #'s 6 to 24 

Magnolia St (originally Myrtle StreetO. Early owners (1874 Atlas) included George Smith at #6; Anne G. 

Greenlaw at #8 ( presumably a relative of carpenter William C. Greenlaw who lived at #37 Blue Hill Avenue), James 

D.K. Willis lived at #10; Ruth H. Martin resided at #12; Robert B. Gnffin, salesman and commuter to work at 34 

High Street, Boston lived at #14; L.V. Morey is listed at #16; Alexander Mc Donald owned #'s 18 to 22; and #24 
Was owned by an A.L. Hitchcock, salesman. 


Another Magnolia Street masonry row is #'s 177 to 185 Magnolia Street located towards the western end of 
this thoroufgfare. Built between 1884-1894 in the Panel Bnick/Queen Anne style, early owners included Mary R. 
Price-#177; Mary L. Quincy-#179; Martha Clark-#181; and S.B. Pierce-#183. 


The Benedict Fenwick School at #150 Magnolia Street, near the center of this thoroughfare was built in 1912 
from designs provided by James E. Mc Laughlin. Its 80,632 square foot lot had been owned by the City of Boston 
since at least 1874. Magnolia Square off the west side of Magnolia Street was carved from the Hooper estate during 
the 1890's. #1,3 Magnolia Square looks like a c.1860s school house that was adapted for re-use as a 
residence-further research is needed here. This building's main facade was originally onented towards Magnolia 
Street and was turned to face Magnolia Square between 1898-1910. An Adam Foncar owned this house during the 

| 1890s. The remaining houses on Magnolia square represent a speculative development by architect and builder G. 

| Fred Osgood of the Boston architectural firm of Gardener and Osgood. Examples of this firm's work include the 

Queen Anne/Colonial Revival houses at 14 and 17 Magnolia Square . Built in 1898, both houses were originally 

_ owned by G. Fred Osgood. 


| Continuing northeasterly is Chamblet Road, off the west side of Magnolia. #2 Chamblet Road , the dilapidated 
| Queen Anne in need of preservation action, was built in 1895 by architect and builder J.G. Eaton for Mary W. 
Wooley, widow of William Wooley.A later owner was Emma P. Best. ; 


9 Chamblet Street represents a late work by Boston architect William Gibbons Preston who while still in his youth 
designed the Museum of Natural History Building at Berkeley and Newbury Streets in the Back Bay.(now Louis') as 

_ Well as the first segment of the Hotel Vendome on Commonwealth Avenue and also worked extensively in Savannah, 
| Georgia. This house was built in 1896 by and for James D. Mc Clellan, carpenter, 19 Wareham Street and 166 

_ Devonshire Street in Boston (probable cost of the land for this house was $10,000.00). 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
VPovryeEsten. 7B) 22 


Property Name: Dudley Triangle 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued- 


Hartford Street was set out during the late 1880s over what had been part of the Robert C. Hooper estate. The 
early 1890's seem to have been a time of considerable house construction activity on this street. #27 Hartford 
Street was built in the early 1890's foran A.A. Whitney. By 1898, an A.A. Roberts owned this house. William F. 
Palmer owned this house during c. 1905-15 and in 1908 built an “auto shed" on the premises--surely one of the first 
garages in Dorchester and worth mentioning because the building department materials contain an original, 
well-detailed 2-color drawing of this garage . Palmer's occupation is never listed and he is listed as having died on 
September 29, 1909. Later owners were a T. J. and A.C. Barry. #32 Hartford Street (comer of Lingard) was 
built in 1892 from designs provided by A.P. Clifford who was also the original owner and builder. Later owners 
included Annie E. Bradbury (1894), Sarah E. Parker (1898), and Mary Phippen (early 20th century). #33 
Hartford Street, built during the early 1890s, like #9 Chamblet Road, represents the work of local carpenter J. D. 
Mc Clellan. A later owner was Margaret Kelley (1910s, 20s). The Queen Anne at 44 Hartford Street , dating 
from the.early 1890 s, was built for an Elizabeth B Mc Quarmie. Further research is needed to determine the 
construction date of the little jewel of a house at #54 Hartford Street which looks to date to around 1870. For many 
years, Elizabeth L. Fernald and Henry W. Fernald , clerk lived here. #38 Sargent Street, the well preserved Stick 
style house was built c.1880 on a multi- lot tract that had been owned by a William Gray Jr. in 1874. Owners of this 
house include an M. P. Gifford, (1890's) and Emma F. Stedman (1910s). 
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7 ies 
Massachusetts Historical Commission IGN - IZE ies 
&) Boylston Strect 


Boston, Massachuscltts 02116 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 


Place(neighborhood or village) 
Photograph 
(3° x3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) Dorchester 
Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
(0 continuation sheets. 


Name of Arca Mccting House Hill 


Present Use residential , 


ecclesiastical, school 


roll negative(s 


Construction Dates or Period 1790-1930 


Overall Condition fair to good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Lyceum 


torn down. 
Acreage 


Sketch Map Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
| inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion pect is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 

nort 


Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March, 1995 


————————— EOE 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural. structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
Mecting House Hill encompasses some of Dorchestcr's most architecturally significant residential, ecclesiastical] 
and institutional buildings. The principal focal point of this area by virtuc of its siting atop Meeung House Hil! 
and its distinctive Colonial Revival stecple is the First Parish Church.This church overlooks Dorchester Park 
which is crisscrossed by paths and contains a Civil War Monument in the form of a granite -obelisk on 
plinth.Just to the west of Dorcheter Park is a small tnangular park called Eaton Square. On the south side of 
Eaton Square is massive granite St. Peter's Roman Cathoilc Church (long shom of its onginal steeple. the 
other high profile ecclesiasucal landmark in the area.Historically, Meeting House Hill was bounded roughly by 
highways to its west, north and east-- currently called Bowdoin, Hancock and Freepon Streets, 
respectively---and by the large planting arca of the Great Lots to the south. Geneva Avenue and Park Strect form 
the approximate modem , southern border of the Hill because their generally east-west routes are on a level 
plain lying closest to the gradual incline of the Hill.For the purposes of this survey, Meeung House Hill 's 
historic area has been divided roughly in half with the southwestem area called Ronan Park West.The 
southwestern half of the Hill which includes Ronan Park, tends to represent post 1870 development, «hile the 
survey area called Meeting House Hill speaks to the area's late 17th-mid 19th century development (with some 
stylish and substantial post -1875 housing on Potosi and Percival Streets included in this area). The Meetng 
House Hill Area also encompasses the gritty urban streetscapes of Bowdoin and Coleman Streets. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 
Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 
Meeting House Hill was onginally called Rocky Hill due to pudding stone out croppings on its eastern slope. 
Although the bulk of Dorchester's 17th century dwellings were located on Allens Plain , now Pleasant Street and 
Vicinity, and at Savin Hill, Meeting House Hill was not totally devoid of structures. The settlement's school house 
stood on Winter Street before 1668, while at least two settlers, George Proctor and John Holman, maintained 
homesteads on the Hill's lower slopes. By the early 1700s, Meeting House Hill was Dorchester's only fully 
developed summit. This development was inextricably bound with the c. 1673 relocation of the First Parish 
Church from the comer of Pond and Pleasant Streets to the top of Meeting House Hill. The meeting house 
bolstered the Hill's prominence and centrality in town affairs. In 1743, the third meeting-house of the town was 
built, replacing the earlier structure. It was located a little south of the present First Parish Church; the Soldier's 
| Moriument marks the spot of its eastern entrance.This building was 20 or 30 feet long, 46 feet wide and had a 
tower 14 feet square and a steeple that was 104 feet high to the weather vane. At that time, the law required that 
each citizen should take part in or contribute to "raising the Meeting -hows". This Meeting House was enlarged in 
1795 by dividing it along the ridge-pole, moving one-half of it fourteen feet, and the tower and steeple seven feet, 
and uniting the two parts by new materials. 


_ By the end of the 18th century, roads entirely encircled Meeting House Hill. Adams Street (then Lower Road) 
connected the First Pansh with Quincy.Hancock Street, on the northeast side of the hill dates to the mid-late 17th 
century. By 1804, Dorchester Avenue , a Federal period toll road connected Meeting House Hill to Lower Mills to 
the South and Boston to the north. Judging by the scale of the Federal houses of this area, Meeting House Hill 
enjoyed an unprecedented period of prosperity during the early nineteenth century. (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY andor REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases- 1794, 1830,1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918,1933 
Boston Directories: 1870-1945; Krim, Arthur, "The Three Deckers of Dorchester", BLC publication 
Orcutt, William Dana, Good Old Dorchester, 1893; Tercentenary Committee Dorchester Old and New 1930 
Sammarco, Anthony M., "Lyceum Hall hosted lectures, dances, school classes, masses, 6/15/1990; 
"Thaddeus Mason Hams: A devoted historian reaps his reward", 5/14/1993; "Meeting House Hill's 
Safford-Blake, paved way for 19th c. women doctors" 11/4/94, At Dorchester Academy, proper voung ladies 
learned needlework, 11/5/93, Dorchester Comm. News; Tucci, Douglass Shand, The Gothic Churches of 
Dorchester, 1972 


a Recommended as a Natonal Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7192 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISS°ON 
Office of the Sccretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Dorcert ESTER. (DL 


Property Name: Meeting House Hill 


Indicate each item on inventory form which 1s be:ag cortnued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 

The beginning of the pastorate of Rev. Thaddeus \fasor. Harnis (1793-1835) ushered in a kind of spiritual and 
cultural "golden age” on Mecting House Hill” the: was not, however without controversy. 

Rev. Harmis's congregation became embroiled in che "Great Schism" , an early 19th century religious controversy 
which divided Congregational churches along liberal anc conservative theological lines .The liberal Unitarians 
remained on Meeting House Hill while the more orthodox Trinitanans established a new or Second Church at 
Codman Square under the Reverend John Codmn in 1806. The Reverend Harris was born in 1768 and was 
graduated from Harvard in 1787. According to Crcutt, he was remembered "for his abilities as a scholar, writer, 
poetic sensibility, keen wit and genial nature". A‘<r his retirement from preaching in 1835 he devoted the last decade 
of his life to researching the history of Dorcheste:. 


The First Parish Church of 1743 and 1795 was *:njured in a violent storm" of September, 1815 and was replaced 
during the following year by a new house of worship . In one newspaper account of its dedication, it was noted that 
"The edifice is finished in a masterly manner. an< is an bonor to the town. The steeple in particular, is considered a 
most beautiful specimen of architecture. makes z graceful appearance, and, from its elevated situation, as well as its 
towering height, is seen to advantage from the ne: zhbornng towns." The present wooden First Parish Unitarian 
Church on Winter Street was constructed in 1897, bw the architectural firm of Cabot, Everett and Mead of 
Boston.This firm was responsible for the Renaiss:nce Revival Arlington Public Library (1892).Rising to a height of 
120', the steeple of the First Parish Church is as 2 major landmark on the Dorchester "skyline". Against all odds, 
given the dense residential development of the nra- of -the- century,this church, together with the Dorchester 
Common and a handful of Federal penod houses provides a glimpse of an early 19th century rural center. The date 
of the Dorchester Common's ongins is unclear bz local histories all note that it has long been used as a park. 
Although Eaton Square , adjacent to the common on the west, has a Victorian sensibility due in part to its cast 
iron fountain and proximity to St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church (1872), it was, in fact, the center of the community 
at the time of the Revolution. Located on Eaton Square was Eaton's Tavern , before which the Dorchester wagonners 
assembled on the eve of the forufication of Dorchester Heights. By the early 1830s the Eaton Tavern had been 

| removed and an ornamental park was set out on rs site. The present cast iron fountain may be a successor to the one 
given c. 1840 by Emily Fifield in memory of Thendore Lyman, Mayor of Boston from 1834-35. 


During the early 19th century, Meeting House Hi!: assumed an architectural identity recognizeable as a prosperous 
residential quarter with handsome Federal houses built on principal streets such as Church, Winter, High, East and 
| Adams Streets. For example, the c. early 1800s William D. Swan house at 8 Church Street exemplifies the kind 
of handsome Federal 5-bay, double pile residence that was being built for the gentry of Meeting House Hill. In his 
youth, Swan was employed as a mechanic. While still a voung man, he taught in the public schools of Dorchester, 
Charlestown and Boston. Later in life he became = book seller with the firm of Hickling Swan and Brewer and was 
"one of the prime movers in publishing Worceste:'s Dicdonary." He published many schoolbooks , including the 
popular Hilliard's Reader. 8 Church Street remaired in the Swan family until the turn-of-the-century. During the 
1910s and 20s, it housed the Catholic Club of Derchester. By the 1930s, it was owned by the Thomas B. Kelly 
family of Kelly's Funeral Home. 


It was during this penod that Meeting House Hil! began to figure prominently within the annals of American 
women's history. In 1804, Judith Saunders and C-emintina Beach purchased from William and Frederick Pope a 
house and a quarter acre of land on “the corner of the road from Milton to Boston and the road to the seashore" or 
What is today the comer of Adams and East Stree. The house was built by lumber merchants and sold for $4,500.00 
to be used as a young ladies' boarding school (com unued |. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DorcetEeEsterr ee 


Property Name: Meeting House Hill 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Sull standing at34 Adams Street , this five bay, double pile Federal building housed Mrs. Saunders and Miss 
Beach's Academy from 1804 until 1846. The Academy's curriculum included "Reading, Writing, English Grammar, 
Anthmetic, Plain Sewing, Embroidery, Tambour, French Language, Painting, Geography, including the use of the 
Globes". The academy's high standards attracted girls from as far away as Mississippi and enrolled upwards of 
thirty-six boarders. The academy was described as "very spacious, the accomadations excellent and the situation 
admirable and remarkably healthy." A pew was reserved in the First Pansh Church for the young ladies of the 
school. 


The school is perhaps best remembered in antiquanan circles for the superb embroideries created by the girls, typically 
depicting Biblical or classically inspired stories as well as mourning scenes to memorialize deceased relatives.Mrs. 
Saunders died in 1841 and Miss Beach closed the Academy in 1846, moving to Hingham. The property passed to the 
May family. 


The Blackman House at 29 Adams Street was built in 1820 and was for many years the home of the artist 
Lemuel Blackman . His best-known work is a landscape of Meeting House Hill, painted during the early 19th 
century. During the Revolution, Blackman had been a soldier in Captain James Robinson's Company , which 
belonged to the regiment commanded by Ezra Badlam, Esq. 


In 1838, The Lyceum Hall (demolished) was built with contnbutions of the members of the First Parish Church. 

Dedicated in 1840, The Lyceum 's main facade was characterized by a monumental Ionic portico with a low 

pedimented attic. Erected just to the east of the First Parrish Church, its foundation was composed of puddingstone 

| quarried from Meeting House Hill's ledgy terrain. Throughout the nineteenth century, the hall was the site of 

_ educational lectures, demonstrations, dances, and military dnils.In this building, work tables were set up for women 

who cut cloth bandages for the army during the Civil War. After the war, it was used by local schools for mechanical 

arts, woodworking and other purposes. After the Depression, Lyceum Hall, once the scene of lectures by the famous 

educator Horace Mann and Harvard professors, as well as light entertainment by the Germania Band, fell into disuse. 

Offered to the then relatively new Old Sturbridge Village living history museum, Lyceum Hall was demolished in 

_ 1955 before it could be saved for posterity . The Lyceum Hall's disappearance is one of the great losses sustained by 
Dorchester's built environment during the mid-20th century. Its pillars, however, were salvaged and stored by the 
church. 


| The residence of one of the Lyceum Hall's building committee members, Oliver Hall, is still extant at39 Adams 

| Street. This altered Greek Revival house of c. 1840 was the home of cabinet maker Oliver Hall. He was a selectman 
for fifteen years , a town treasurer for ten years, and an assessor. He also served as the president of the Mattapan 

| Bank and was a director of the Dorchester Mutual Fire Insurance Company. 


The Greek Revival style was employed in the design of houses on the eastern segment of Church Street, originally 
called Highland during the nineteenth century. Further research is needed on the gable front houses numbered 75, 86 
and 90 Church Street. Probably built during the 1840s, these houses , together with granite gate posts, old stone 
Walls, mature trees and the narrow dimensions of Church Street constitutes one of the most unspoiled pre-Civil War 
streetscapes in Dorchester. This section of Church Street, during the mid 19th century was home to Brookses, 
Munroes and Glovers. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DeRtH ESTE le She 


Property Name: Meeting House Hill 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


The Meeting House Hill area also encompasses the northeastern slopes of Mount Ida (see also the Ronan Park West 
area). The section bisected by Percival Street was once part of the estates of the Percival and Cushing families. As 
early as 1800, a cottage inhabited by Rev. Thaddeus Mason Harnis of the First Parrish Church stood on the site of St. 
Peter's Roman Catholic Church. During the mid-19th century, the former Harris House was known as "Percival 
Cottage" , home to "Mad Jack" Percival , Captain of the frigate USS Constitution or Old Ironsides. Known for his 
heroics feats at sea, Percival , as a youth, joined the Merchant Marine and was impressed into serving on the British 
vessel "Epervier". Although escape from such servitude was rare, Percival managed the impossble and escaped by 
placing a revolver at a sentry's head. During the War of 1812, his service to the American cause was deemed to be so 
extraordinary that he was presented with a ceremonial sword by the United States Congress. After the War of 1812, 
Percival was sent to the West Indies to break the vice -like grip of pirates over trade in this region. 

Percival spent his later years on Meeting House Hill in the old cottage (demolished) at the corner of Bowdoin and 
Percival Streets. Percival died in 1862, the street named in his honor was subsequently set out over his acerage, anda 
discrete development of Italianate/Mansard residences overlooking Adams Street but numbered 5 and 6 Percival 
Street were built c. 1865-70 . These houses shared a circular rcul de sac/ driveway off of Percival Street . 


5 Percival Street has significant historical associations with Dorchester native Dr. Mary Jane Safford-Blake. 
Dr. Safford-Blake was among the first, if not the first women gynecologists in this country. She specialized in the 
care of the poor and indigent females of the inner city , which at that point did not mean Dorchester but the 
impoverished, immigrant inner core of Boston--the North, South, and West Ends and the South Bay area of South 
Boston. While living at 5 Percival Street during the early 1870s, Mary Jane Safford Blake became estranged from her 
husband James Blake and enrolled in medical school in New York. She attended Heidelberg University in Germany 
with friend and fellow medical student Isabel Chapin Barrows, the first woman opthalmologist in America. By 1874, 
Mary Safford -Blake was one of only two professors in the gynecological field at Boston University ; sheis listed in a 
catalogue as teaching a course called "Diseases of Women". By the mid 1880s, 5 Percival Street had passed from the 
divorced Blakes, to a Margaret Billings. Dr. Safford -Blake went on to conduct medical research and became involved 
-Inan effort to free Catherine Breshkovsky from a Tsarist prison. Known as "The Little Grandmother of the Russian 
Revolution" Breshkovsky dictated her memoirs through Safford-Blake's friend Isabel Chapin Barrows who spoke 
fluent Russian . Dorchester diarist Alice Stone Blackwell then edited and published Breshkovskys memoirs in her 
book "The Little Grandmother of the Russian Revolution". Safford-Blake traveled to Moscow and secured the "little 
grandmother's " release from prison. 
. 


‘Set back facing an ample lawn and providing a glimpse of a well-to -do mid-19th century gentleman's estate is 
(32 Percival Street. This Italianate house has significant historical associations with Dr. Benjamin Cushing, who 
by all accounts was a brilliant physician who served in the Union Army during the Civil War. Stationed at Fortress 
Monroe at Hampton Beach, Virginia , he retumed after the war to his Dorchester estate valued at $16,000.00 in 
-1869.By 1874, this 96, 267 square foot estate encompassed three large stables as well as 32 Percival. Built c. 1860, 
this house is all that remains of Mount Ida's nineteenth century "mansion house estates" that included the 
Harris-Percival, Capen and Harding-Collins houses (see Ronan Park West area). 32 Percival passed from Cushings' 
heirs at the tum-of -the-century to Mary E. Churchill. The Churchill family owned this house until at least the early 
1930s. 
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“INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Property Name: Meeting House Hill 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


St. Peter's Roman Catholic Church at 309 Bowdoin Street majestically presides over a complex 
encompassing a convent and rectory. This fine example of Norman Gothic Revival architecture was designed by the 
 preemminent 19th century Cathlolic church architect Patrick C. Keeley. Built in 1872 on the site of the Percival 
cottage, its construction represents a major water shed in Dorchesters' history. First and formost, the construction of a 
Roman Catholic Church across from the First Parish Congregational Church signaled a lessening, if not complete 
cessation of hostilities between Y ankee Protestants and Insh Catholics in Dorchester; during the mid- 1850s, an effort 
to establish a Catholic house of worship on Washington Street , near Codman Square, resulted in the destruction of 
the partially finished church by an anti- Catholic gang . The construction of St. Peter's meant that the Catholics of 
northern Dorchester did not have to travel to St. Gregory's R. C. Church at Dorchester Lower Mills to worship. St. 
Peter's was the vision of Father Peter Ronan . The puddingstone materials for the church were quarried on the 
church's lot which cost $12,000.00 to purchase. Constructed at a cost of $130,000.00, St. Peter's has a capacity of 
2500 people. The rectory on this property was built in 1885. Dorchester architect William Mc Ginty designed 
St.Peter's Convent and Parochial School at 307 and 280 Bowdoin Street , respectively, at the 
turn-of-the-century. 


Further research is needed on two impressive groups of row houses in this area. Both the Italianate/ Mansard 33 to 
97 Coleman Street and the Queen Anne/ Romanesque Revival 266 to 274 Bowdoin Street represent an urban 
house type never again constructed within this area. The 1874 Atlas shows Coleman Street lined on both sides with 
the vacant lots of projected row houses suggesting a construction date of c. 1875. These lots were part of a 
development bordering Clark, Coleman, Bowdoin and Hamilton Streets, but only the northwest sides of Coleman and 
Bowdoin Streets were built up with row houses. The Bowdoin group appears to date to c. 1890. 


Between 1890 and 1930, the remaining remnants of estates, side gardens and vacant lots were subdivided to 
accomadate residences ranging from the substantial Queen Anne and Colonial Revival residences of Percival and 
Potosi Streets to the three deckers bordering Fifield Street and parts of Church, East and Fox streets. 


1/3 Potosi Street ranks among the finest examples of the Georgian Revival style in Dorchester. It was built during 
the early 1900s on one of 15 lots bordering Potosi street owned by Edward Gately. Prior to Gately 's subdivision, 
this house's lot had been part of the Capen estate. By 1910, it was owned by Katherine L. Merrick. By the early 
1930s, F. A. York, President of the York Lumber Co. oowned this house and 4,000 square foot lot. 
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: 23-35 East St. 
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: 6-30 Fifield St. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 
Massachusctts Historical Commission pWN-e pWN-e as 
&) Boylston Strect 

Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Photograph 

3" x3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
io continuation sheets. 


roll negative(s 


‘Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 

it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
lion ere! is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north, 


USGS Quad Area Letter /-orm Numbers in Area 
BOSTON 
SouTH 


Town Boston. Massachusetts 
Place(neighborhood or village) 
Dorchester 


Name of Arca Ronan Park /Fields Crnr W. 


Present Use residential 


Construction Dates or Penod 1860-1930 


Overall Condition g0od 


Major Intrusions and Alterations 


Acreage 
_ Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March 1991 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
Ronan Park / Ficlds Corner West cncompasscs a sizeable portion of the residential arca west of the Fields 
Comer commercial arca and south of Ronan Park.Much of this area takes in the western and southerm slopes of 
Mt. Ida with Ronan Park situated atop Mt. Ida. Historically, this area has been considered part of Mecting 
House Hill, with Geneva and Park Streets as the southwestem boundaries. For the purposes of this survey, the 
arca south and west of Ronan Park will be considered seperately from Meeting House Hill. In terms of building 
matcrials, this is overwhelmingly an area of wood frame, onc-, two- and three- family houses. The arca's 
oldest houses, mid 19th century Italianate /Mansard dwellings, are situated along Arcadia Street - off Adams 
Strect. Longfellow Street is an exceptional strectscape of Queen Anne single- family houses facing ample front 
yards which , in a sense, represent a continuation of Ronan Park, just to the east. By far, it is three decker 
housing that best characterizes this area, with great stretches of these structures bordering Draper Street and 
Mount Ida Road (overlooking Ronan Park).For the purposes of this survey, the Ronan Park/Fields Corner 
West boundaries include Adams Street on the east, Charles Street, up to and including the Grover Cleveland 
School, Draper Street and the entire length of Longfellow Street on the west and Bowdoin and Manie streets and 
the northern edge of Ronan Park on the north (see attached map for more refined boundaries). 3,5 Charles 
Street, near Dorchester Avenue, at the extreme southern end of the district is an Italianate 6-bay x 2-bay house 
with a full length front porch (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

The Ronan Park /Fields Corner West area was historically an area of large, well landscaped estates. Today, Ronan 
Park sits atop Mt. Ida which prior to the late 18th century was called Bird Hill.Despite the fact than neither of the 
Bird Hill/Mt. Ida estates are still standing, it is worth discussing them in order to understand the evolution of 
Ronan Park , a public green space of vital importance within one of Dorchester's most densely built up residential 
sections. Situated just west of Meeting House Hill , a substantial portion of Bird Hill was purchased by the Rev. 
Thaddeus Mason Harris (1768-1842), minister of Dorchester's First Parish Church from 1793-1836. He was one 
of the town's earliest historians.Born in Charlestown, his family was among those displaced by the devastation 
wrought by the British in June of 1775 . He grew up in Lancaster and Worcester, MA. and after a stint as a school 
master, entered the ministry. In 1793 he accepted Dorchester's First Parish pastorate and proceded to developed a 
fine estate which he called Mt. Ida., an area still known for its panoramic views of Dorchester Bay. His estate was 
comprised of both gardens and pastureland and today is bounded by Bowdoin, Draper, Robinson and Adams 
St.The Federal style Harris House was located near Bowdoin Street on the site of the Ronan Park Playground. 
The carriage drive to the mansion was situated on what is now part of Mt. Ida Road.Dr. Harris died in 1842. 
After his death, his estate was purchased by Nahum Capen (1804-1886), a prominent bookseller and publisher. 
Born in Canton, MA., he was a partner in the publishing company of Marsh, Capen and Lyon in Boston and was 
later the area's postmaster, a position he held from 1855-1861.Capen is credited with the idea of iron mail boxes 
Strategically placed in neighborhoods.He also began the practice of free house to house mail delivery. The Capen 
estate was slightly less extensive than that of the Harms family being roughly circumscribed by what is now 
Bowdoin, Percival, Robinson and Norton Streets.The story of present day Ronan Park West really begins with 
the subdivision of the Capen and Robinson estates during the early 1870's.In 1872, the Capens' (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES. [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases- 1794, 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918,1933 
- Boston Directories: 1870-1933 
~W.D. Orcutt, Good Old Dorchester, 1893 
Sammarco,Anthony M.Dorchester Community News 5/14/1993-"ThaddeusMason Harris: A Devoted 
Historian Reaps His Reward 
Taxable Valuation of the Town of Dorchester, 1869 
Warner, Sam Bass, The Streetcar Suburbs 


L] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7/92 
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VENTORY FORM CO U N_S 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 


Property Name: Ronan Park /Fields Crnr W 


Indicate each item on inventory form which 1s being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


featuring slatwork railings and square posts. Although covered with vinyl siding, this house retains its siting and 
distinctive, onginal form. It is enclosed by a broad gable roof with a chimney at each end of the roof ndge. 


A more unusual manifestation of the Italianate Style stands at 126 Homes Avenue.This ca. 1875 2.5 story 
residence gambrel-fronted residence measures 3-bays in width with a side passage entry. Its edges are accented by 
narrow corner boards. Its windows are fully enframed and contain 2/2 wood sash. Its main facade opens on to a full 
length front porch with slat work railings and square Doric porch posts.The use of the gambrel roof in Italianate 
housing is a little discussed aspect of this style, appearing here and there in Boston neighborhoods in both brick and 
wood frame housing. The occasional use of the gambrel roof during the mid 19th century is curious given that this 
form is associated with 18th century Georgian architecture, with its widespread use resurfacing as part of the 
Colonial Revival of the 1880's and 1890's. 


The Italianate/Mansard Style is best represented in this area along Arcadia Street with a cluster of fairly well 
-preserved cottage -scale examples of this type at the comer of Draper Street.These wood frame houses include 17, 
21,23 and 25 Arcadia Street as well as 3,5 Draper Street.These T-shaped and rectangular houses exhibit full 
length front porches and massive, bell cast, hip on mansard roofs. 


Queen Anne style single family houses with ample front lawns form memorable streetscapes along Longfellow Street 
and Bentham Road. Set back facing grassing front yards , these houses ( 6 to 44 and 3 to 45 Longfellow 
Street) stand with 3-bay end wall regular and clipped gables to the street; their front porches' pediments containing 
low relief sun burst motifs over the entrance bays. More substantial Queen Anne houses appear along Bentham 
Road ( 13/15; 17/19 and 21/23); a continuation of Longfellow Street. 


Three-decker housing is ranged along Mount Ida Road overlooking the southwest side of Ronan Park, continuing 
northward to Bowdoin Street; noteworthy examples of this ubiquitous Dorchester house type includes: 49; 53; 57; 
61; 65 and 69 Mt. Ida Road. Rendered in the Queen Anne / Colonial Revival style, each of these 6-family 
three- deckers is characterized by flat, center entrance bays flanked by 3-story octagonal bays. These houses culminate 
in flat roofs with broad entablatures and bracketed cornices. 


Draper Street, between Robinson Street and Bowdoin Street is dominated by three-deckers situated on raised stone 
foundations with flat entry bays and corner polygonal bays.Good examples of these structures include:77; 81; 85; 
85; 89;93; 95; 97; 99; 101; 103; 1053107; 109 Draper Street. 


The Grover Cleveland School (ca. 1919-1927) at 11 Charles Street is the single major non residential 
building in this area. Constructed of red brick with cast stone trimmings, this restrained example of Georgian Revival 
institutional architecture consists of a long rectangular main block with an extensive L-shaped rear wing. Its Charles 
Street facade is treated as a center pavillion with lateral wings. It was designed by O'Connell and Shaw, architects of 
the Boston Fire Department Alarm Building (1925) on the Fenway and Immaculate Conception Convent (1930) in 
Malden. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
“DoecHEesTER. DM 


Property Name: Ronan Park West 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Born in Ballina Fauna , Ireland, Patrick A. Collins (1844-1905) would become the quintessenual American success 
story and 33rd mayor of Boston. Collins served as Mayor of Boston from 1902-1905. Itis not clear when he moved 
into his Ronan Park estate but he is definitely here by 1894. This house was a cupola - topped Italianate mansion that 
stood south of the Harns-Capen House and had been apparently erected in the 1870s for the George Harding family 
and was later lived in by a Rachel Gill before Collins bought this property ca.1890. By that ume Collins was nearing 
the end of a remarkable life that took him from immigrating from Ireland to Chelsea , MA in 1848 through vaned 
work experiences as a fish market employee, miner, carter and upholsterer. Collins opened his own law practice 
after the Civil War, became involved in the Democratic party and was a delegate to the convention of 1867. An early 
historic preservationist, Mayor Collins "stood against injures to the historical interests of the city, such as 
encroachments on the Common, tearing down the Old South Meeting House, changing Copp's Hill or the Granary 
Burying Ground". He died in office on September 15, 1905 and his funeral was held at St. Peter's in Dorchester; he 
was buried in Old Calvary Cemetery. Again, nothing remains of the Collins estate but his associations with Mt. Ida 
represent an important piece of Ronan Park's history. In a way his legacy as a hard working man lives on in the 
three -decker housing that was built on his former estate at 45 to 69 Mt. Ida Road that was built c.1910-18 for 
working class, mostly Insh commuters such as John J. Finley, pressman, at #45, Frank Blake, chauffer at #47, 
Thomas J. Wharf, auto mechanic at #65, John J. Cummings, waiter at #57 and Joseph J. Comfrey, foreman, at 
#61 Mt. Ida Road. It should be noted that during the 19th century the Capen and Collins estates were accessible 
from the nght angled intersection of Percival and Fox Streets. Mt. Ida Road extended as far as Mane Street by 1910 
and, of course, started out as the dnveway to the Harris/Capen estate. The remaining portion of Mt Ida Road was set 
out c.1915 and in 1916 the Capen House was torn down and Ronan Park was in place by 1920. 


Draper Street , an important street of well crafted, well designed three deckers evolved as slowly as Mt. Ida Road. 
In 1874, Draper Road extended only two blocks from Arcadia to Robinson Streets. By 1884, it s path extended just 
short of Homes Avenue. By 1894, Draper reached Homes Street. 89-109 Draper Street represent fine example of 
three- decker design. Perched on unusually high rubblestone basements and opening on to three- ter porches with 
monumental columns, these buildings add considerable interest and drama to the streetscape and although identical 
were not built all at once. By 1910, only 97 to 109 were built on what had been Mayor Collins’ land. By 1918, 89 to 
95 had been built. By the 1930's these houses were part of a larger , solidly Insh enclave with families like the 
Kelleys and Noonans at #97, the Mc Dermotts at #99, the Mc Nealy's at #101, the Lenanes and O'Leary's at #103, 
the Lynch's and O'Tooles at #105 and the Henneseys at #107. 


Today this area represents an extraodinarily vital and diverse community of Southeast Asians, Insh. Afro Americans 
and Hispanic, as well as students from a vanety of backgrounds. The glory days of the Bird Hill / Mt. Ida estates are 
over but the present Ronan Park with its playground, ample playing fields and spectacular views represents a real gift 
to the people of the city. Ronan Park was named in honor of Father Peter Ronan, pastor of nearby St. Peter's R.C. 
Church during the late 19th century. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION ET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
D dRcH ESTER DM 


Property Name: Ronan Park West 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative Continued 


sold a portion of the estate to the Catholic Archdiocese of Boston for the building of St. Peter's Church and its 
rectory and convent. The puddingstone used to build the church was quarried on the rock ledge at the comer of the 
estate. As it was cut, Capen allowed the builders to store the pieces on his property. Around 1870, Arcadia Street was 
carved from the John Robinson estate. The Robinson House stood on the site of the Telephone Co. building at Adams 
and Robinson Streets. Arcadia Street was originally called Auburn Street.(Aubum (Arcadia) Street is not listed in the 
Dorchester tax rolls of 1869) Still extant on Arcadia is a small but choice collection of Italianate/Mansard houses 
including the George T. Andrews House at 17 Arcadia Street, the F.W.A. Pike House at 21 Arcadia 
Street, the E.J. Perkins House at 23 Arcadia Street andthe Charles Blaney House at #25 Arcadia 
Street--all of these owners are listed here in 1874. 3 and § Draper Street, comer of Arcadia are part of this 
development and this cottage scale dwelling was owned by a James E. Swan from at least 1874 until as late as the 
1930's. 


During the last quarter of the 19th century the streets of Mt. Ida's southwestern slopes were gradually built up with 
multi family houses in the form of 2-family and three - deckers. A true, commuter middle class area evolved after the 
demise of Mt. Ida's hilltop estates during the 1910's. This development of "affordable housing", however was 
slow. Homes Avenue, for example, is shown as a development unto itself on the 1874 Atlas bordered by 24 vacant 
lots owned by the heirs of William Homes. By 1884, Homes Avenue appears to be actually set out rather than 
existing only on paper. At that time its streetscapes were still devoid of housing. By 1894, two houses interesting 
primaniy for their forms and current intact fabric were built at 122 Homes Avenue for Caroline Hausman (later 
owners included Edward A Huebner and Theodore H. Simpson) and 126 Homes Avenue ( built for Margaret P. 
Hunt with Hunts living here well into the 1930's). 


By far this area's premiere residential street in terms of aesthetics and consistantly high quality, if modest, house 
design is Longfellow Street. During the 1870's and 1880's it was a large 283,140 square foot vacant tract owned 
by Samuel P. Dexter and H.C. Wainwnght. By 1894 , Longfellow Street had been set out but only two of its 40 or 
so houses were built including #37 (A.C. Beckwith) and #45 (Alice M. Billings). By 1898, all of its houses are in 
place and the street, with its grassy median strip may be seen as an extention of Ronan Park or at least a charming 
approach to this hilltop recreation area. By the 1930's ,a sampling of Longfellow street occupants and their 
occupations reveals Richard A. Long, clerk, at #3, Francis P. Aieta, Supervisor of Attendance, Public Schools at 
#5, Catherine Hennessey, widow of William and Dennis J. Mc Carthy, chauffer at #15, Timothy J. Mc CArthy., 
painter at #22, John G. Wassiege, clothing cutter at #26 and Timothy J. Mc Carthy, painter at #30 Longfellow 
‘Street.. Bentham Road which links Longfellow Street with Ronan Park was set out during the early 1900's and 
‘like Longfellow street , its parcel had been owned by the Dexter and Wainwnight families prior to development. Early 
-OWners of the attractive Queen Anne houses at 15,19 and 23 Bentham Road include Margaret M. Yorke (19,23) 
and George B. Jeffrey (15). 


Retuming to the mansion house of Mt. Ida/Ronan Park it should be noted that Patrick Collins, mayor of Boston was a 
Telatively late entry into the rarified world of estate living in this area (continued) 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 


Boston, MA 02125 


See attached photographs 
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Style, Materials, Form 
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This list gives address ranges covered 
by the inventoried area. It is not a 
building-by-building data sheet. See 
narrative and photos for building- 
specific information. 
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FORM A- AREA 


JUN -10E 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Strect 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3° x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
fo continuation sheets. 


roll i. 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 

‘tt, Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been coinpleted. Label streets 

including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 

lion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north, 


Assessor's Sheets 


1YN) -IZE 


USGS Quad Area [etter Form Numbers in Arca 
Baston 
SOUTH DN 


Town Boston, Massachusctts 
Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester / Roxbury 


Name of Area Grove Hall 


Present Use commercial, residential 


Construction Dates or Period c. 1870-1940 


Overall Condition 200d 


Major Intrusions and Alterations 


—_—_—_—_—— 


Acreage 

Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 
Date (month/year) March, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
For the purposes of this survey, the Grove Hall area is bounded as follows: Blue Hill Avenue on the north west 
between Glenway and Brunswick Streets, Washington Street on the east, and Erie Strect, between Washin gton 
and Michigan Streets on the south. This area is bisected by Columbia Road. Architecturally, this area's greatest 
strength is its collection of early 20th century apartment buildings bordering Blue Hill Avenue, Washington 
Street and Columbia Road. Despite the economic decline of the Grove Hall area over the past few decades, this 
arca rctains impressive resources to stage a comeback as a healthy urban community. Bluc Hill Avenue, for 
example, still has the appearance of a dynamic. aesthetically pleasing urban thoroughfare with its view's of the 
Blue Hills to the south, proximity to Franklin Park on the west and succession of architecturally- distinguished 
apartments, commercial blocks and ecclesiastical buildings.This area's boundaries have been drawn to include 
Adath Jeshurun, the first synogogue of the Roxbury /Dorchester Jewish community. This synogogue's tall, 
domed towers are a major, memorable landmark looking northeast from the Washington StreeBlue Hill 
Avenue intersection. Washington Street's souih- west side is bordered by a "wall" of masonry apartments, 
mostly in the Georgian Revival style. Washington Sweet's northeast side, while lined with buildings of less 
consistent architectural merit, does include landmarks of considerable distinction, incl uding the Rennaissance 
Revival brick and terra cotta trimmed Fire Station #_ , the Gothic Revival Grove Hall Universalist 
Church (1894) and the Art Deco Jeremiah Burke High School. Columbia Road is characterized by a 


variety of building types and architectural styles. ranging from a substantial Stick/Mansard residence at 81 
Calumhia Raad thranoch 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

The name "Grove Hall" refers to a long lost Federal period country estate which stood atop an elevated knoll near 
the intersection of Washington Street and Blue Hill Avenue. Washington Street is a thoroughfare that has existed 
since the 17th century. Blue Hill Avenue was set out in 1804 as a toll road called the Brush Hill Tumpike. The 
mansion known as "Grove Hall" was built c.1810 for Boston merchant prince T.K. Hall, it was a large residence 
of sophisticated architectural design. It may have been inspired by 18th- century English country houses that were 
in turn inspired by the northern Italian villas of the Palladio. Ranged across Grove Hall's main facade were Ionic 
pilasters. The center entrance was surmounted bv an elliptical fanlight and opened on to a broad flight of stairs. 
Rising above the center of the main facade's roof line was a pedimented bay containing a lunette window. Ina 
sense this mansion house may have set a precedent for architectural urbanity that would evolve in the form of 
well- designed apartment and commercial blocks during the late 19th and early 20th century . 


Looking further back for a moment, much of the Grove Hall area was owned by Massachusetts Governor 
Increase Sumner during the second half of the 18th century. In 1799, the Sumner estate passed to his son William 
Hyslop Sumner who was among other things: a Harvard graduate, adjutant general of Massachusetts, developer 
and historian of East Boston during the 1830s and 40s and of Sumner Hill , Jamaica Plain during the 1850s, art 
collector, and nationally prominent horticulturia who was a founder of the Massachusetts Historical Society. It 
Was Sumner's interest in horticulture that lured Marshall P. Wilder to the Grove Hall area. Wilder, an avid 
horticulturist, owned this estate by at least the late 1830s. Wilder's house stood near the north -west corner of 
Washington St. and Columbia Road (continued). 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases- 1794, 1839, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918, 1933 
Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

Boston Landmarks Commission 1983 Fenway Survey Report (forms on 1910s and 20s apartments) 
Orcutt, William Dana, Good Old Dorchester 

Varrious authors, The Dorchester Book, Illustrated (1899) 

Tucci, Douglass Shand, The Gothic Churches of Dorchester, 1973 

Sarna, Jonathan D. and Smith, Ellen, The Jews of Boston, 1995 

Warner, Sam Bass, The Streetcar Suburbs. 1973 


O Recommended as a National Register Distnct If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7/92 
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Vv RY FORM C I TI HEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
PeecHts BER We Dit 


Property Name: Grove Hall 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description-Grove Hall continued 


substantial Queen Anne /Colonial Revival residences of the turn -of- the -century to the Craftsman style St. Marks 
Episcopal Church at 73 Columbia Road through the World War I vintage apartments such as 90-94 Columbia 
Road. The Grove Hall area also takes in the side streets of the triangle formed by Blue Hill Avenue, Washington Street 
and Columbia Road; an area noteworthy for its Queen Anne/Shingle style 2-family housing at 350-358 Seaver 
Street , Tudoresque and Classical Revival apartments at 6-14 and 9-21 Castlegate Street and Tapestry Brick 
2-family houses at 36-48 and 37-55 Pasadena Road. This area also includes the “ladder streets" in the sub area 
bounded by Columbia Road , Erie Street, Washington Street and Michigan Street. These streets seem to have been 
developed primarily during the 1880s and 90s with some evidence of earlier, Greek Revival / Italianate housing at 
10/12 Michigan Street, a Carpenter Gothic house at 16 Merrill Streetand an Italianate double house at 418/420 
Seaver Street (with noteworthy, heavy:door hood with bold brackets). Aside from these early survivors of less 
systematic development of these “ladder streets", this "sub area" excells within the realm of substantial, well detailed 
Queen Anne and Colonial Revival residences. Powellton Street possesses one of the finest streetscapes with 
pleasing porches displaying Colonial Revival treatments, Palladian windows and dormers capped by swansneck scroll 
and flaming finial ornamentation (including 2-28 Powellton and 3-27 Powellton. Other noteworthy Queen Anne 
/Colonial Revival residences include the trio numbered 40,44 and 48 Hewins Street, and Wolcott Street,with 
its predominantly Queen Anne housing stock. . 


Blue Hill Avenue and Washington Street are bordered by the most architecturally significant buildings.Situated across 
from Franklin Park, 612-624 Blue Hill Avenue , between Columbia Road and Ellington Street, is the former, 
Franklin Park Theatre, currently home to the New Fellowship Baptist Church and commercial concerns. This 
theatre's design shares much in common with the Strand Theatre with its center entrance featuring a broad arch above 
the street - level entrance. Both theatres exhibit classized, low -relief plaster details. The Franklin Park Theatre's central . 
segment exhibits a bracketed cornice which supports a low parapet from which columns rise at either end. While the 
Strand's commercial wings follow the great bend in Columbia Road/Hancock Street, Franklin Park Theatre's facade is 
entirely linear. Its 5-bay flanking wings feature storefronts seperated by pilasters. Continuing northward and crossing 
Columbia Road, is one of the great "place maker” buildings in this area, on the Roxbury side of Blue Hill Avenue. 

575 Blue Hill Avenue exerts considerable authority over the important intersection of Blue Hill Avenue, Seaver 
Street and Columbia Road via its distinctive form which fans out in a series of bow and flat fronts culminating in a deep 
Georgian Revival cornice with modillion blocks. Its facades exhibit high rock faced and rusticated stone basements, 
entrance porches with Ionic column -supported pediments. Monumental Ionic pilasters add power and grace to the 
exterior at strategic intervals. 


The fabric and design of the masonry buildings bordering Blue Hill Avenue's Roxbury (north) 

side are very intact and visually memorable as far as Warren Street. Building after building speaks to the fact that Blue 
Hill Avenue is a once and future great urban thoroughfare. Architecturally much of Blue Hill Avenue is characterized by 
apartments whose swell fronts constitute a rythmic repition of bowed masonry walls. Around the intersection of 
Washington Street and Blue Hill Avenue are several architecturally significant late 19th century masonry commercial 
blocks. This area's boundaries have been drawn to include the former Congregation Adath Jeshurun at 397 Blue 
Hill Avenue, which is a major focal point looking eastward from the Blue Hill Avenue/Washington Street 
intersection (continued). 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural description continued 


Moving northeastward along Blue Hill Avenue is 545-549 Blue Hill Avenue. This chastely rendered grouping of 
bow front Georgian /Classical Revival buildings called the Scollay Apartments exhibit continuous third floor sill 
courses and cast metal Classicized cornice which draws the eye to the church in the next block.The St John - St Hugh 
Parish Church at 543 Blue Hill Avenue is an imposing stone Gothic Revival church church whose main entrances 
are reached via stairs on either side of a high platform.The main facade features a four story corner tower which stands 
adjacent to a center gable segmment, which, in turm is adjacent to a one bay wall segment. Its side walls are pierced by 
tall pointed arch windows and the main body of the church 1s enclosed by a broad gable roof. Rather odd in its appeal is 
the planar main facade of the Public Welfare Building at 515 Blue Hill Avenue. Here modernism contends with 
weak references to the Classical Revival in the entrance enframents of this 4-story structure with its high, rusticated 
stone basement and brick upper floors.Névertheless, this is an intriguing building , in part because of the well balanced 
interplay of vertical, pier-like areas of brick work with cast stone apron panels beneath the single and double 

windows. This building was constructed in 1951 from plans provided by Thomas F. Mc Donough of 25 Huntington 
Avenue.497-505 Blue Hill Avenue is another architecturally distinguished bow front apartment block. Constructed 
of yellow brick , this group was built in 1898 from designs provided by architect Clark G. Tyler of 1-5 Court Square, 
Boston. Blending Georgian and Rennaissance Revival elements this group's entrances are set within arched openings 
flanked by corinthian pilasters. Just beyond these apartments the Grove Hall commercial district begins with a low, one 
story c.1920's cast stone and brick structure at 489-493 Blue Hill Avenue which exhibits omate, raised floral 
plaster detail at the center of its parapet. Crossing Cheney Street and still on the North side of Blue Hill Avenue is 
483-487 Blue Hill Avenue. Essentially two separate and abbutting buildings, these 4-story structures "read" as 
one large commercial/residential block even though up close these are clearly two separate building. By far. the most 
architecturally significant late 19th century commercial buildings in this area,these buildings exhibit characteristics of the 
Queen Anne style. Both building's facades’ are characterized by highly plastic surface treatments typical of this style 
with four 3-story metal oriels ranged across the main facades. None of the original store fronts are in tact. Further 
enlivening the facade are corbelled comices. This building culminates in a flat roof with high parapet. 


Continuing along the Roxbury side of Blue Hill Avenue are stuctures constituting a "mixed bag" in terms of quality 

“ design. The former bank building at 453 Blue Hill Avenue , now Beulah Pilgrim Holiness Church, is a solid, 
c.1920's Classical Revival granite bank building with its main entrance set within an imposing enframement of engaged 
and fluted round and square stylized Corinthian columns (Classicism which more than nods to the Art Deco for 
inspiration). These “columns" support a heavy entablature.On either side of the entablature are omamental Art Deco 
band s with incizeed (floral? fairly abstract ) detail. Moving eastward along Blue Hill Avenue is 638 Warren Street, 
comer of Blue Hill Avenue, which is in poor condition and in need of immediate preservation action as it is vacant and 
partially open to the elements. Built in 1898 by builder A.J. Drisco for an M.W. Hall, this building ranks among the 
Boston area's many fine examples of masonry commercial/business blocks with curved facades. Designed in the 
Georgian Revival style it stands with four story curved facade facing the Warren/Blue Hill intersection. Its windows are 
enlivened by prominent key and shoulder stones. Cast iron store front piers are still in evidence on the first floor. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Community: Form No: 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION DoceCAE STEER pDaJ 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Grove Hall 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Parts of its interior appear to be fire-destroyed. With its well-proportioned curved facade and unaltered storefronts it is 
too much of a local landmark to lose. The Grove Hall boundary line has been drawn to include one of this area's great 
architectural treasures, the synogogue at #397 Blue Hill Avenue known as Adath Jeshurun at 397 Blue Hill 
Avenue. Currently housing the First Hatian Baptist Church of Boston, Adath Jeshum 's design is reputed to 
represent Jacob Krokyn's Harvard School of Architecture student project. Jacob's father, Davis Krokyn was a local 
real estate agent and a founder of Adath Jeshurun. Architecturally, this synagogue's design blends Romanesque Revival 
design with a Middle Eastern sensibility manifested in the domes of the monumental twin towers of the main facade. 
These towers flank a broad end wall gable which exhibits an entrance loggia . The loggia is surmounted by a great 
arched window. In general, this building is constructed of red brick with yellow brick trimmings. Particularly 
noteworthy is the arched corbelling that appears beneath the eaves of the side walls and towers. 


The south side of Blue Hill Avenue between Columbia Road and Washington Street, like the north side, is characterized 
primarily by masonry apartments built during the 1910s. One noteworthy exception to this rule, is the Mansard 
commercial/residential block at 470-476 Blue Hill Avenue. This rectangular, four story, 4-bay x 3-bay brick 
building is enclosed by a straight sided mansard roof. Its first floor storefronts are boarded-over. Its second and third 
floors exhibit two-story polygonal bays which visually are carried through the roof line as tripartite dormers. These 
oriels flank pairs of windows with pedimented lintels containing incized Eastlakian detail. This buildings’ facades 
culminate in deep projecting Italianate cornices with closely spaced wooden brackets. The mansard retains its patterned 
slate shingles. 


More typically, the south side of Blue Hill Avenue is lined with three- and four- story apartment buildings whose great 
expanses of bowed, polygonal and flat facades form a compelling, near- continuous brick and stone timmed wall; a 
wall interupted by streets and a large vacant lot at the comer of Blue Hill Avenue and Seaver Street. A representative 
example of this type of apartment housing is the Tudoresque 484-490 Blue Hill Avenue. This four story masonry 
apartment building features polygonal bay-accented facades which continue around the corner to 
4-14 Castlegate Road. In terms of design influences, this building's entrance enframements nod to the Italian 
“Rennaissance and Tudor styles . Entrances are set deep within Tudoresque arches ; heraldic shields serve as key stones. 
Supporting the entrance arch are engaged columns with Composite capitals. Omamentation is confined to the entrance 
bays, elsewhere, windows exhibit simple bar sills and lintels. Some of the windows on the first floor exhibit 
Tudoresque drip lintels. 


Rounding the opposite corner from Blue Hill Avenue to Castlegate Road is the apartment complex at 496-500 Blue 
Hill Avenue and 9/15;15/17; 19/21 and 23/25 Castlegate Road. Here, walls undulate with three story bow 
frontsIts red brick walls are enlivened by belt,sill and lintel courses of rock faced granite and entrances are reached via 
low stoops ; front doors are set within broad, keystone granite arches. Particularly noteworthy are its molded metal 
cornices which exhibit dentils and modillion blocks (continue). 


Washington Street, one of Dorchester's oldest, most historically and architecturally significant thoroughfares, 
begins at Blue Hill Avenue. The west side of Washington Street, between Blue Hill Avenue and Columbia Road , like 
much of Blue Hill Avenue, is characterized by great expanses of masonry apartment walls. Many of these buildings are 
the same vintage (1910s and 20s) and bare similarities of massing and omamentation to the apartments of Park Drive in 
the Fenway section of Boston.The best place to experience the full sweep of this remarkable "wall" of white cast stone 
tnmmed red and tan brick work is looking northwest from Columbia Road. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Property Name: Grove Hall 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


The one exception to this apartment building rule is the one story cast stone-fronted commercial block at 3-11 
Washington Street which was built in 1914 by the Cornhill, Boston-based architect F.A. Norcross for Abraham 
Isaacs. Modified pilasters are interspersed between six store fronts. Its parapet exhibits raised plaster (?) shields, bell 
flower and other floral details. 


While the great strength of the west side of Washington Street is its unbroken stretch of masonry apartment facades, the 
east side's interest lies primarily in individual , non-contiguous buildings of considerable architectural and / or 
historical merit. Unlike the west side, the east side of Washington Street suffers from gaps in the streetscape (such as 
extensive parking lot of a fast food concession's at Washington Street and Columbia Road).Its building stock represents 
a more diverse collection of architectural ‘Styles. Situated in the heart of the Grove Hall Washington/Blue Hill 
intersection is Muhammed's Mosque No. 11 at 10 Washington Street. Evidently built as a Georgian Revival 
bank building during the 1950s, this structure's design and materials are compatible with older structures around this 
historic crossroads . Constructed of red brick with white stone trimmings, 10 Washington Street is a one story, 
rectangular structure which is enclosed by a flat roof. At the center of its 5-bay main facade is an entrance enframed by 
Donic pilasters , entablature and pediment. Its windows are flanked by wooden shutters and are surmounted by solid 
louvered fans.Above these fans are ornamental stone plaques. This building's edges are accented by quoins. The 
Prince Hall Masonic Lodge at 24 Washington Street is a rectangular one story brick glass and concrete 
structure whose architectural distinction lies in its design's ability to unmistakenly place this building's construction date 
in the late 1960's. Its main facade is divided into five bays divided by narrow concrete piers. The lower half of these 
bays is faced with textured concrete blocks while its upper half is covered with opaque and colored glass that constitute a 
mosaic-like effect. The "60's modern look" is completed by a concrete arch above each bay which suggests wave like 
motion. This building is not old enough for landmark status but is very representative of the public architecture of its 
period. The Prince Hall Masonic Lodge was initially founded during the late 18th century and was the first Afro 
American Masonic organization in the United States. The fire house called Engine 24, Ladder 23 at 36 
Washington Street is one of the great architectural treasures of the Grove Hall area. Built in 1898 and first occupied 
_ by Combination Ladder 6, this Renaissance Revival municipal building was designed by Perkins and Belton. 

Essentially rectangular in plan , this brick and terra cotta trimmed building rises three stories to a low hip roof covered 
with red terra cotta tiles. Its narrow 2-bay end wall faces the street . Judging by later brick work, the square headed 
garage bays originally culminated in arches that echoed the shape of the second floor windows: Above the garage doors 
are a pair of arched windows with raised and arched terra cotta lintel mouldings. On the third floor are pairs of small 
Square window which exhibit continuous terra cotta sill courses. A curious feature of the first story's side walls are the 
Gothic Revival pointed arch windows and lintel moldings on a building that otherwise looks to the Italian Rennaissance 
as a design source. Situated between the fire house and Jeremiah Burke High School is a long rectangular 1920's 
commercial block at 40-46 Washington Street. Containing six store fronts, this well-preserved commercial block's 
main facade is faced with cast stone and its side and rear walls are constructed of brick . Particularly noteworthy is its 
low parapet which is punctuated by six pediments containing heraldic shield-like motifs in high relief. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FORM TINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoecuestEee DN 


Property Name: Grove Hall 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


The Jeremiah E. Burke High School at 60 Washington Street ranks among the great Art Deco buildings in a 
city that has relatively few examples of this important 1920s - 40s architectural style. This high school is constructed of 
red brick with gray cast stone trimmings.It is an imposing institutional building completed in 1934 from designs 
provided by George E. Robinson. T-shaped in form, its main facade is divided into three segments: a three story, 5-bay 
entrance pavillion flanked by three story , 5-bay wings.Access to this building is gained via a broad flight of stone and 
concrete steps. The center pavillion is dominated by six monumental, fluted Art Deco piers interspersed between tall 
windows overlaid with ornamental bronze (?) tracery. These cast stone piers culminate in stepped capitals and impart a 
typically Art Deco streamlined sensibility to an otherwise very utilitarian institutional building. Rising behind the tops of 
these piers is a parapet with a cast stone band bearing incised Art Deco lettering which reads " Jeremiah E. Burke High 
School". The side wings of this school exhibit closely spaced , tall and narrow windows which are interspersed between 
brick piers. Monumental cast stone piers are utilzed again on the projecting center entrance pavillions of the side walls 
and consist of three rather than six cast stone piers. 


Completing the east side of Washington Street's collection of architecturally noteworthy non residential buildings is the 
Grove Hall Universalist Church at 64 Washington and Wilder streets. Built in 1894 from designs 
provided by Francis R. Allen in association with W.H. Bralvard, it is an an important example of the Gothic Revival 
style in Boston.It is also significant as an early work of Frances R. Allen who would later be a partner in the nationally 
important Boston architectural firm of Allen and Collins. The Grove Hall Universalist church, presently called the Holy 
Tabernacle Church, looks to the English Country Gothic for inspiration. It is constructed of Roxbury puddingstone and 
wood with medieval half timbering surface treatments. Judging by a period drawing of the church shown in Douglas 
Shand Tucci's The Gothic Churches of Dorchester, This church has been either reduced from about half of its original 
size or its long rectangular hip roofed nave was never built.This church stands with narrow gable end wall facing 
Washington Street. At the center of this gable is a clerestory which is surmonted by another, taller gable. At the center of 
this steeply pitched gable roof is a small octagonal platform with oculus windows which supports a pyramidal steeple 
and copper weather vane.The main, Wilder Street entrance is set within a broad gable with wide , splaid bare boards 
which shelter half timbering. Like all the wooden surfaces on this building this gable is painted white where as the 
‘architects’ original intention was to have contrasting dark hued barge boards with white, possibly stucco covered 

walls. The north and south walls of this church are divided into four bays by wooden butresses.Interspersed between 
these buttresses are pairs of windows set high on the walls and originally exhibited diamond shaped window 

panes. Tucci describes the Grove Hall Universalist Church as “an early marker of the charm and reticence which 
characterized Allen's work". 


The Grove Hall area also includes two residential sections containing single -and two-family houses, including the 
rectangular area bounded by Columbia Road, Michigan, Erie and Washington Streets and the triangular section 
bounded by Columbia Road, Blue Hill Avenue and Washington Street 


Michigan Street deserves further study for buildings than rank among the earliest in the area. Particularly noteworthy is 
the broad gable front Greek Revival /Italianate double house at 10/12 Michigan Street dating to the 1850s. Its broad 
facade gable features polygonal bays on either side of the main entrance. Situated above the center entry is an polygonal 
oriel. This house rises 2.5 stories from a high brick basement to a roof with brackets and gable returms. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DORCHESTER Dr 


Property Name: Grove Hall 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


The four identical Georgian Revival apartments at 15;19; 23 and 27 Washington Street add interest to the 
streetscape via the rythmic repitition of bow and flat fronts.Built in 1909, these 6-family apartments were built for 
Moris Rudnick by F.A. Norcross. Each building exhibits 3.5 story bowed components at either end of the main 
facade. These bows flank a flat entrance bay with deeply recessed entrances surmounted by heavy and plain 
entablatures. The first floors of these buildings exhibit rusticated brick work. Corners are accented by unusually narrow 
quoins. These buildings culminate in well-molded cast metal cornices with dentil and console bracket courses. 35 
Washington Street was built in 1925 for the Castlegate Realty Corporation from designs provided by Saul E. 
Moffie.This building's tan brick facade sweeps around a broad, curved comer wall to Normandy Street. Here, surface 
planarity is essentially uninterrupted by any ornamental excressences. This buildings standard size and triple windows 
exhibit keystone and shoulder stones which are flush with the brick work. The Georgian Revival stylistic qualities of 
this building are most evident in the entrance enframements which consist of a broken pediment with center um motif. 
53 Washington Street was built in 1916 from designs provided by A.J. Carpenter Jr. for Frederick J. Rockwell. 
Constructed of red brick with white cast stone trimmings, this three story, six family apartment building's exterior 
ormamentation speaks to Rennaissance and Tudor influences. 59 and 63 Washington Street were built as three 
story,14-family apartments in 1925-26. Each structure cost $ 40,000 to build and the original owner was the L.S.E.T. 
Company (??) of 20 Seaver Street Roxbury. The architectural firm responsible for these Rennaissance/Georgian Revival 
buildings was Winebaum and Wexler. These yellow brick apartments exhibit main facades surface ornamentation 
limited to string courses containing ocean wave-like detail and well molded cast metal cornices. 67 and 69 
Washington Street are yellow brick Classical Revival apartments built in 1925 from designs provided by architect 
W.L. Minor of 60 Pemberton Square, Boston, for Myers S. Corowsky. Here, main entrances are set within graceful 
arches which exhibit shield omamentation at the spandrels as well as well molded enframements and entablatures.Other 
key components in this dramatic expanse of masonry apartment facades are 95 and 103 Washington Street. Built 
in 1925, these 12-family apartments were designed by Silverman , Brown and Heiman of 51 Comhill, Boston for a J. 
Kinsky. Here, highly symmetrical Classsical Revival/ Georgian Revival elevations feature entrances set off by heavy 
cast stone Tuscan columns which support : substantial entablatures. The Park Drive-like apartment streetscape is 

continued around the northwest comer of Washington Street and Columbia Road with handsome Georgian Revival 
apartment buildings at 90; 94; 102; 104 and 108 Columbia Road. 90 Columbia Road (and possibly the 
other buildings in this group ) was built in 1925 for Greene and Shapiro of 90 Columbia Road from designs provided 
by Saul E. Moffie. The estimated cost of construction for #90 was $40,000.00. Judging by the building permits for 
other 12-14 family apartments in the area this seems to have been a pretty standard expenditure. These Columbia Road 
apartments constitute an unusually handsome grouping of three story yellow brick apartments. Here, entrances are, for 
the most part, situated on either side of 6-bay projecting segments and are flanked by fluted Tuscan columns which 
support broken scroll pediments with center urn motifs in high relief. In general, window lintels are of the Georgian 


and Federal style splaid key stone variety. (continued) 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FORM NTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary. Boston 


Community: Form No: 
VoeciyZsTek pa 


Property Name: Grove Hall 


Indicate each item on inventory form which 1s being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


81 Columbia Road is a rare surviving example of a pre-1890, single family residence. It is composed of a main block 
and perpendicular wing with a mansard rooted towered component at the center of the main block. Its walls exhibit an 
overlay of stick work . including saw-tooth fringe beneath the cornice of the tower. This property retains its Victorian 
era semi circular drive way. This house represents a miraculous survivor, somehow managing to escape the wrecker's 
ball for the construction of the ubiquitous Columbia Road apartment block. 


In terms of streetscapes. Hewins and Powellton streets are lined with Queen Anne/Colonial Revival hip roofed, 
facade gable residences. 44 Hewins Street is noteworthy for a swans neck scroll pedimented dormer. Hewins Street was 
developed in 1902-1903 by architect Frances G. Powell and developer C. A. Powell. The land of the houses bordering 
these streets cost $6,500.00 


The second residential section of the Grove Hall area, on the north side of Columbia Road mostly post dates-1900. 

The quartet of houses at 350 to 358 Seaver Street are noteworthy for their felicitous blend of the Shingle and Queen 
Anne styles. Essentially rectangular in form and nising to a height of 2.5 stories, these houses are enclosed by distinctive 
gambrel roofs with retardataire Stick Style bracing across the upper slopes of the gambrel. Built in 1906, the architect 
and original owner of these 2-family dwellings was W. H. Newcombe. 


Pasadena Road first appears as a proposed street called Pinckney Street on the 1894 Atlas. Judging by 8/10 Pasadena 
Road's building permit, these houses were constructed in 1903 by Frances G. Powell, the architect of houses on 
Hewins Street . 5 to 28 and 7 to 31 Pasadena Road are substantial facade gable houses with high granite block 
basements, Tuscan columned porches, bowed fronts and projecting gables. 


Supple Street is lined with the most recent addition of residences to this section. Built in 1926 by Phillip Glazer, from 

designs provided by architect S. S. Levy . 41 to 60 and 41 to 61 Supple Street are two-family Tapestrry Brick 

houses with fan lit Colonial Revival entrances, attractive patterns of blackened and red bricks and Mediterranean red tile 
roofs. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 


Property Name: Grove Hall 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being conunued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


While the section of the Grove Hall area south of Columbia Road was gradually being developed with single- and 
two-family houses during the last half of the 19th- century, the section north of Columbia Road retained the appearance 
of rural estates until as late as the World War I . The introduction of the electric trolley to this area during the 1890s and 
the construction of the Columbia Road Parkway in 1897 served to accelerate the development of the Grove Hall . This 
parkway connected Franklin Park and the Dorchester Bay waterfront : the first, the largest park in New England, the 
second, a yachting center of importance. The park median strip and lawn borders of Columbia Road dissappeared 
during the 1950s, but at the turn-of-the- centuy, this landscaped parkway served as an enticing introduction to inner city 
residence in search of the suburban residential ideal presented by the Grove Hall area. 


Boston's Jewish community played a major role in shaping this area from 1900 until the late 1960's. From the early 
1900's until the mid 1920s, the suburban center of Boston Jewery was in Dorchester and Upper Roxbury. As early as 
the late 1890s mostly Eastern European Jews from Boston's North End began to settle in areas bordering Blue Hill 
Avenue. One measure of the Jewish community's early growth in this area was the ability of only 140 families to raise 
the money necessary to fund the construction of the enormous Adath Jeshurun Synogogue at 397 Blue Hill 
Avenue, corner of Brunswick Street in the Grove Hall section. Indeed, the construction of this synogogue was 
an event of enormous importance for this area and like the first churches built in the Back Bay dunng the 1860s would 
serve as an enticement for Jews to set up housekeeping in the new apartments of Washington Street and Blue Hill 
Avenue.All of the founders of Adath Jeshurun were in the real estate business, including, Davis Krokyn, Nathan 
Pinanski, Joseph Rudnik, and Myer Dana. Adath Jeshurun's building campaign was launched in 1904 . Davis Krokyn 
served as the contractor and hired builder/ Frederick A. Norcross to work from designs reputed to have been supplied 
by Krokyn's son Jacob, then a student at the Harvard School of Architecture. The building campaign was launched in 
1904 and the new synogogue was dedicated in 1906. 


Representative examples of apartments built between the late 1890s and 1920 include (listed chronolgically by 
construction date) : the 3-family Renaissance Revival building at 495 Blue Hill Avenue built in 1898 from designs 
provided by Clarke G. Tyler for Fritz, Hurwitz and Brennan;t he Georgian Revival commercial /residential building at 
“638 Blue Hill Avenu built by A.J. Drisco in 1898, the Renaissance Revival 6-family apartment at 15;19;23 and 
27 Washington Street built in 1902 for Morris Rudnick from designs by Fred A. Norcross; the 6-family Georgian 
Revival building at 547 Blue Hill Avenue built in 1911 by C. A. and F. N. Russell, architects: 484; 488 and 
490 Blue Hill Avenue built in 1912 by architect Frederick A. Norcross; and 6-10 Castlegate Road, dating to 
1913 and designed by the Silverman Engineering Co. for Abraham Isaacs, to list just a few of the buildings in this first 
wave of apartment construction. 


By the mid- 1920s, the stable middle class Jewish population of Grove Hall and other areas along Blue Hill Avenue 
from Mattapan Square to Dudley street began to move farther out into the suburbs. This affluent group was followed by 
working class and lower middle class Jews who were attracted to the second wave of apartments being built along 
Washington Street, Blue Hill Avenue as well as some of the multi -family housing on side streets. By the late 1920s / 
early 1930s 77,000 Jews lived in the Dorchester/Mattapan area--roughly half of the entre Jewish population living in the 
greater Boston area. During the 1920s, the trend in construction along this area's major thoroughfares was toward 
apartments with more units and wider street frontage; a trend which served to “wall off" sections of one-and two-family 
houses and in the process creating a more urban structural density. Large apartments dating from the 1920's include 
59/63 Washington Street, built in 1925 for 14 families. The Boston architectural firm of Winebaum and Wexler 
provided the designs. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 
Community: 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION DeteHesred 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Grove Hall 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 

By 1874, two long and narrow hot houses were located behind the Wilder house. Wilder's property encompassd much 
of what is now the area bordered by Washington St , Columbia Road (then Columbia Street) and Normandy Street. 
Wilder commenced to utilize the former Sumner estate as experimental grounds for the hybndization of fruit. During the 
fifty years that Wilder owned this estate, he produced more than 1200 vaneties of fruits. It is said that on one occaision 
he exhibited 404 varieties of the pear. At one point, the Massachusetts Agncultural Club wanted to buy the rights to the 
Clapp Favorite Pear and rename it in honor of Mr. Wilder but the Clapp family refused the club's offer of $1,000.00. At 
least by that time, the club had already named a strawberry in honor of this important Grove Hall resident and, indeed, 
it was called the" President Wilder Strawberry" . Mr. Wilder also cultivated camelias in the hot houses on his grounds. 
Some of his better known camelias were the "Camellis Wilderi" , the "Mrs Abby Wilder", "Mrs. Julia Wilder " and the 
"Jennie Wilder". 

In 1850, the Grove Hall area was sparsely built -up with only six houses in the area including “Grove Hall", the M.P. 
Wilder house, as well as houses labeled "Mrs Wales (east side of Washington, north of Columbia), an A. Copenhagen 
(northeast corner of Washington and Columbia) as well as C. Hood and J.H. Bowman (south side of Columbia 
between Washington and the present Michigan Street) . Neither Erie Street nor any of the side streets between Erie and 
Columbia existed in 1850. 


By the mid 19th century, the old T.K. Jones estate, "Grove Hall" had fallen on hard times. No longer owned by the 
Jones family, it became a public house "resorted to by parties from Boston" who enjoyed sleigh rides in the area in 
winter and picnics in the summer. By the time of the Civil War, the mansion had-been remodeled for use by the Cullis 
Consumptive Home for patients suffering from tubercular disease."Grove Hall" was transformed into an 
Italianate/Mansard institutional building complete with porte cochere, towered center pavillion, new third floor, 
extensive rear wing and a mansard roof. The Cullis Consumptive Home was accessible to downtown Boston via the 
Highland Railway Cars-a kind of early trolley. Patients were greeted at the front door of the Home by a painted sign 
which read "Have Faith in God". 


The developement of Grove Hall as a residential and commercial district increased after Dorchester was annexed to 

- Boston in 1870, and the former estates of the Wilder, Seaver and Atherton families were subdivided into streets and 
house lots. By 1874 , the "ladder streets" between Colurnbia Road and Erie Street were more or less set out with the 
noteworthy exception of the area between Mermill and Washington Streets which was divided into two large tracts owned 
by Samuel Atherton and Anne B. Crane. By 1884, these tracts had been carved up into lots bordering Glenarm Street 
and Powellton Road.The street names in the section south of Columbia Street have changed significantly since 1874. 
Michigan Avenue is still called Michigan Avenue but Wolcott , Hewins and Seaver Street were called Rosalinda, 
Oakland and New Seaver Street, respectively. On the northside of Columbia Road in 1874, this area was still divided up 
into relatively large tracts owned by the Wilder, Dorr and other families. 


The oldest housing in the area borders the “ladder streets" with interesting examples of the Italianate styles scattered here 
and there throughout the area. 10/12 Michigan Avenue is a Greek Revival/Italianate double house with broad and 
bracketed end wall gable facing the street. It is one of the oldest dwellings in the area, appearing to date to c.1855-60. 
28/30 Michigan Avenue is a double Italianate house with paired and deep saw cut bracketed door hoods. #16 
Merrill Street is another survivor from the mid -19th century. It stands with narrow end wall gable facing the street. 
This house rises 2.5 stories from a Roxbury pudding stone basement to a gable roof. This gable is omamented with lacy 
gingerbread and the apex of the gable exhibits remnants of what may have been a king post. Wolcott Street, one block to 
the east is characterized by later development 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FORM HEE 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DPorxeenEsrTEet. DA 


Property Name: Grove Hall 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


67/69 Washington Street also date to 1925 and were designed in the Classical Revival style by W.L. Minor for 
Myers S. Corowsky.Representing the work of Silverman, Brown and Hieman, the 12-family 95/103 and 111 
Washington Street was built during the mid-1920s. 


By 1950, the Jewish population had declined to 70,000 and numbered less than 1,000 by the end of the 1960s as the 
population became increasingly composed of Afro Americans, Hatians and other Carribean island groups, Cape 
Verdeans etc. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 


cdo ty Wat ile 


feo wa01 tote 


WOr2IMMO?> JAR YT?*} * YT Ps a2 IAP 
| pitenl? vrmensed ont) Dou 


: 


ATR ORs aa | 


ea oe he pS lit 


Heh SOR same (draqort 
a ~ oe —= 


F Py rT 


A = IE eS pS 


| 
wolsd faut utod geri ys tty. tw fw mn ' hoes seat 
laws » 9 WTR, lavivovelit 


cl seni 1. Weve alia twist lesiz2xi3 od ai borigiesh sv9w bre £5O1 oi) ed cls joo ce woreda POOR 
12 bee £01\C0 vite RT od ap voit] bow awerd-.nennavhs bo siow whi a yl vaewonw ls 
Lit. , o> SOT we gates deod ow Ieee a 


 gtipan 2O50! of to tae ei ed O00, { rac 220) bsrsdenos bie N00, bawiiosd bes! counivcoy drivel alt BRO vet 
#0 qo banlliineadine x00 bes asia 2nsonomA OA To badegm > «gio cam onesod PORE 


‘ 
t 
. 


- 


Ve 
t ~ 
s * 
\ 
+ * 
f S 
- 
« 
“ 
* : « ‘ 
4 . a) 36 
a ~- 
e : . 
‘ ae 
7 ’ hes - 
“. ~ pa iru 
- = 
=e. é pa i 
4 a a 
: a 7 
> . ~~ ¥ ~~ is Pia 
bd =e. 
* bs wT « ee iad 
+, 
, = 
4 *y a ry sy ) . r —s. 
, : 
gf 7 ‘~ % é By - | ee) 
; 1 
4 ‘ve s Vi J wor a y= we 
: - ‘ as 
Oe # ; ; a 
* at = ° . 
v aft gi rf + ae an yee : 
, = id a i _ a = 7 ma Lore gee Dy 
i oy 
; ; tires ae 
= 
i 
. 
. 


iy 


CONTINUATION SHEET 


AREA FORM 
Massachusetts Histoncal Commission 
220 Mornssey Boulevard 

n, MA 02125 


Bosto 


oF i © os K 
RS , << 

7 

YA » 
#3 Ly ~ = S 
we a : “ ki vi 
~ y, > 4g, — = 
V rr, is . 4 


a 
+ 
bee 
a) 
gS 
— p20 
/ ' 
eo ne 
OH 53 
ms 
RAL ae 
o. 3 
3 UV 
oOo Vv 
37 
te 
O 


wap oun © ms Oe Area Boundary 


Prepared June 17. 1995 


D i 3 
KL Cae 


us 


Q ”y, vay, 
4, ms . 
. : . amiv ay 7 


ee 6 ta 3 — a ee a YS ee 
) te 7 renee: ease .: ae | ; 


, - ' THRO MOITAUY TIVO Veo aataa 
- - om RCS ANNH DD UrsiGietH 2 seu eeeM 
; i ATiiv 3! 1¥ 2rnom (KAT 

4 0 


80 
~ 


Pp 


. ‘<> SG Ge RS 


D 
Lp N v2 </ iN 
"> 4% . 4 “48 P 

A Z LN NX COR SS ix 4) . 
SEX ok A SOs x QS Vg, X\ y 

rN d Py ’ ¢ : 7 
© 
ONO 

> 


® 


Community 
NI 


»s 
dete eapbiensetine c ¥ : JaRadnot! 7 


OM ger. BHA - ~~ 


; ae th: 7a, as 
i can era | 
nates 1 .™~ 
Roe 
: he 4 


wh GOVE HALL 


MHC # Street Date Historic Name/ Bldg. Type Style,Materials, Form 
DN | 2 eee | 

1434-624 Ble HH AV, : 

ody soy (ble Hl AVagtee | 

430 CastlegateRd. 


eS eae ei aie ae anes Aes AE ae coe Vy Cv ease nicdipr av as auiade onan den Se tenab wd assideb 2 A620 <6tcic oc enxen® 


SS Sa sain eta Slo ale ano Vin Cig kate Woaiein rian a= amie ne SAH Mun mas maser seer Sak 846555 vier Gam nessa ay cae ebiecs sss sadeae cclesus cuss gesscnstesceceassapsseawsace suv recds casteaessnsscassecetecnccseescecs sdact cate sa eee eee 


ie 
Oo 
- 
= 
3 
c. 
© 
r°) 
a. 


ie Sor cee: ae ehh wp <abninm se ah<sbsbe~s -np— Sas eaten ws sSascas= wes Sh som se eans spaeueSas a osannsaeias ound cs ants o desis ewiene nese aeecrarnteecachs sneMsn den ceRedessntgsnaccasddaséanes ese cdercarmenavesssccscdscsscs,csveresecemrednceemessecsseuccccee 


as Seana ene eh eS = 5e SSN He ok Sean Sata WEle hs Aue ae dig = sabe nme an nee oie SRE ae ANSP =5 9 Seas An eSag= bio deine = CSErave ses ued see snewdune dev eeubeess sas cadences css coecepeup tees Suan Reeen puSubecmenavudhaes aenace'smce~saccseavaucunuasdebeeee eee 


Faia eR eran amen se sennsSenwasencne ces sen us ana ae isa ses tne soo newenensencune dn oan swan sans se snsuessusse suse o5S-ss0cho sa ccs e cans ens a dnetacssnasce cass sn aceses ocesnessstesssassec ser ces hesweedsdensuwascsccccsesses+cesessccccccunsncccecanstesacecscceceuedl 


ee EERE R aN SES en bn nine awk Sah aes Hae S ah ese oem ames Sip = iva J ssNes on de awe dade aban o a amese we wsUacesacea Gee aacwassenssesea soak s0abaes ease aecaacachsusdedscriscbeussunsssuses? de séasses ae 


eeeen meee aah Ren emnmnuny vapaashaanuSuwwdeses ene desessencewansesaensanies hos s0s sens ease es sana en n—seserers ss aen Sones rennennsedacecaseanraesacascseccccescnsnccasssncssaseesaseneans ews cecscnunssedceecessesaccsissucencsncesessserececacesadecvacdouec 


ethene Ea Cot ne Dt abe et ae Sr he Se. DE eae a eae 


mee see 


PASO rete Re Caan eSawarwn sees sisiscscesesesseeses swe vawenss news Ses annecnan gue senna racsusnsa hanes ces conptecncneess ens sssebsnsucswenssucswescesecsecesscececaes coms cena sesh tiansdaccaesechecevedvesusuenecedsasasadcascccpascessaunsdenavennua<s 


eS asaRae ag eae s==SSSS 62 ASF star m sewn Sansnariwensenuaen emnnacl son ensS66 beers e ese sann—sesuctesewavendent evs adesscsnacasshsantaehsccnstscssessacscaccecsasunvecssnsaaneddagcscsusstesancsusuccaces sceccasossscaccuseanwancuvecaaue 


066 Bee emi fe ome. 


8-48 Pasadena Rd. | 


POS ww arena n oh awa ee ona ah erence nw een n en enn ene nee cacccoce Sy Oe i i i a ee 
PROM Onan enn ecto lens cen eee conan woowns sweqenenea wesw se senwe ce ewmnesen see cases a cch wens ces ese sence neseescccss cc cesaceceec ccc ns cc ccc cnns cance nn ns canted cecnecececsencasccccucacccececoancecnaccccesq. 
Ka cenerae Seneneewecwec sever enencnennacsesensen aces ese sen ea nne ne enenen aes sees mamwn saree seas sanapecnesee cess ones ssesen esos sun csemaccensescescmesene=ssceene sess c cents ceccnssescscseccccccs ceccne sacecacesevecsaceececscoceccceacecescce. 


NS SS Es ie ee SS nts a 


RM SOUS Sik tediuod.. tf RRO Bie | aller ae) | 
ret 304-430 Seaver Stun ee (A en es ORE Oe iy. | 


eet riser BOs ASaeSedvenStaQOmfinwt- | 3 Jee Ye peel pena al AO ail 
ai lll Ble GOusiinole RAM: I a ee et 
11-63 Supple Rd. | 


RRR E ROR RS Benen men nse ones ramen ase ennn Sas oN ee¥ ana c na Saanasssenssscecuesss essere ansesness ten swnes ase asoacensh nes su sesenn as ss5seseces essen caneeaseenne cas snnencenracnaaneetsrncedesesdessccnccssaaccceucssvcenceacssnesceascossnaseqsecseccsaccaaas4 
See eran FSS esne seb ears sere se eseneansw cee essansecesacessesnances wenn dateuswencanasedes sa saeemsnseea sen Seong ences eee sores sand raeensecensessesabedsss scene ace sen ccncesesecess Seesnsassccncsananecenss cesses acnscssucssasnwacceandencacasanenacess 
pea anaes asad sea recenwcenponswccec arcs cacsoness = Wnessanccnnasnsenesnesseaehousccececssesssenceseceresecccsenen cc ensaeaesasssnesns nee sb enasescnse sednanncenenesenenscencansenesas cos nansueduessousecnusucseuccuccuscccsanssssenececduesesescucausceasas 


SanNt RS < Ste ne sae ees =ssegusnedesee eens wes acunen ns Pm e ssa se ces nns eens wer se guess cewesss ans ea snasseaese a sa585s 5s cess sews s nae men ss wawrncnnewascsuescesaeaeess saseeeecessnsechssos0sssediensatccnnescoeneeteecescacceseccnceucnanmcaccces 


Met fe )1-47 Wolcott St. i Sy Ee er sf 
18-46 Wolcott St. 7 | | 


Pecereenrarernen ees aesebosccwwmenenenceswcn nec ecc ewes ewww ewe enn nncunscaeeh ae sansscen nessa ncensccaeensnwes ssc wen ee ne cern eee nc cence cscs eas ce nnn c ces c ene cscs cece cece ese c ene e cco cacenegenccces 


{ 

sgt nee ncoce ened gp lakes ctrvoinie nk iciiglsie iceman) pant nndcesbeesnnce dango nnuamptbUodse | 
Hs | mere ou. This list gives address ranges covered ssi isi‘ | 

ER Mi ek ee ip te by the inventoried area. It is not a a maaan ih Gis? Nha 
building-by-building data sheet. See > ceeeeeeeescceesccteneneeteees phi Bos | 

narrative and photos for building- | 

| 


specific information. 


2 be : ' ; 4 >. i 4 ‘ fy 


mae4 


“Henne? 


wltea 7 Td r 5. “s rVUGA ED 
; : ; nanan) 
ey eee | . os wot Seah 


o ‘ Pious i 
7 eniag4 Tet! 
) 8) wa tot oe ~~, ' +s ? ee eo 
! 
| ivieM 
( Sees ——? ; e ’ ‘ —ee 
a # 
: 12 fh i” 
i» - pee : = : s+ he 2 a — 
: WA oapidoiM OF 
-o---- 7 . é sa} 
1 vi i} ie 
‘ - - —— + - 
— < — od —. - - << ~-- ‘ 
ie berm! 
4 tae — - ' — eae — o— 2 * . e 
Yorn! @ 
as oe) aatind dae a ee ee eee) es eee ote oa ~—— Tee ith * —-—) 
b = 
i : 
are eee Or tote Recep es ened «able fet mm hae oe oe a 
= Z " . , ( aa 7 
A ey Ped ow GF + RS aie serge rea aw ree ee ee | cee eee 
' 7 = 
3 I * } 
Bathe “1h wai del parece jibe ins bagged a sero lente 4 
* r ae e 
j oe ee Viaoe — i a By phonics dapalpiennien be reees tare iene hse —— 
= " —s" 
, ' ' . “ : 
- Z ‘ j tvs * ake : ; 
a Sa Gh wp ot ate > oe eer hewmen. pes hg St te menet yee = Ge et 5 he 
- 7 : 
i ~— the ed ee ee t+ Dh seas dea lar mae —. | 
= Lj 
rane ee ; 


td ld a BO tty ct ht ay ea $a 2y tad eat oe - 7" 
ie 
te 


hd —nge Gate —=_50 4 6 $4,(0dep eee ey o- wick ee St pee 
4 é ng i oF = 


_— + i 1010) eee Mba eee: Gee e+ tee are pede wee oy as : 


Oe 80 Ee fr. pe Gli then CR fey ee 
tf 


= = SOE = eee > me 


1) . 
a 


7 eee ean Oe pe cme Aeatetadematrven « 


nor. Ot ‘7 


al tae Fi i J 5 al 


FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 


USGS (Quad Arca] etter l-orm Numbers in Area 


a eS RBosmw 
Massachusctts Historical Commission UD ee By 
80) Boylston Strect 


Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Photograph 

(3° x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
(0 continuation sheets. 


roll Sig 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
\. Circle and number properties for which individual 
imentory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 


lon sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north, 


Town Boston, Massachusctts 
Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 


Name of Arca Mt. Bowdoin 


Present Use Residential 


Construction Dates or Period 1840-1920 


Overall Condition fair-g00d 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Relatively intact 
with exception of vinvl siding on some housing. 


Acreage 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization Boston Landmark Comm. 


Date (month/year) January, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continixition sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
Mount Bowdoin is situated near the center 4 Dorchesier and 1s bounded by Washington, Bowdoin and Eldon 
Streets and Geneva Avenue. For the purposes of this Area Form . the boundarics have been drawn to include 
intact housing stock dating from the 1840's -1920.This area :ncludes properties on either side of Bowdoin Ave 
(including Mt. Bowdoin Green) between Eldon ard Rosseter Streets, the south side of Eldon Street between 
Washington Street and Mt. Bowdoin Terrace (including 194 Washington Street), the west side of Mount 
Bowdoin Tcrracc, up to and including #9, Nottingnam Stree: between Bowdoin Avec. and #17 Nottingham 
Street as well as the apartments at 166/164 Rosseter Street (also #96 Bowdoin Ave.) This area also 
encompasses Mallon Road between #'s 28 and 42. 


This area's most compelling landscape feature is the oval parx containing 25,170 square {cet at the apex of the 
hill known as Mt. Bowdoin . This green space is surroundec by single and multi family residences which, 
despite alterations to fabric in some cases, sull conveys a sense of the upscale residential community that 
developed here during the second half of the 19th century. Bowdoin Avenue is the main focus of architectural 
interest . The earliest extant housing is clustered near the cenier of this thoroughfare,on the south west slope of 
this hill and includesthe double wood frame Italianaie dwelling at 41/43 Bowdoin Avenue which dates to the 
1840's. This house appears to have started out as a 5-bay x 2-bay center hall plan house that had an additional 
bay added to its north side at an undetermined date. Althouga covered with vinyl siding and missing a 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 
Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how. this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 
Mount Bowdoin was named for James Bowdoin, the Revolutionary War patriot and governor of Massachusetts 
during the late 1780's.As early as the mid 18th century. Governor Bowdoin summered on Dorchester's Mt. 
Bowdoin or Bowdoin Hill as it was onginallyv known. He was undoubtedly attracted to the panoramic views of the 
harbor and Blue Hills visible from atop the hill that would be named in his honor.The Bowdoin House was located 
on the crest of a secondary hill projecting from the lower southern slopes of Mt. Bowdoin. In fact, Bowdoin 
Avenue started out as a two-pronged driveway leading up the hill from Four Comers (Bowdoin, Washington, 
Harvard Streets intersection) to the Bowdoin house. The westemm "arm" of this driveway continued northward past 
Bowdoin's residence and over the Mount's upland pasture.This road represents present day Bowdoin Avenue. 
The eastern "arm" of Bowdoin Avenue ran directly past the governor's house and was renamed Rosseter Street 
during the late 19th century.Although the Bowdoin house is said to have survived until the Civil War, Boston and 
Dorchester atlases suggest that it was still standing as late as 1910 under the ownership of the Richard Robinson, 
James J. Costello and Walter F: Keen families. The site of the old Bowdoin house is currently occupied by the 
yellow brick Georgian Revival apartment building erecied in i915. In 1836, the Bowdoin estate on Mt. Bowdoin 
was subdivided into 90 house lots.Comelius Coolidge «as responsible for this plan while the surveyor was 
Thomas M. Moseley. Coolidge is perhaps best known és the architect of numerous Beacon Hill town houses 
dating from the 1820's and 30's. He was responsible for the charming row of red brick houses bordering the 
south side of Acorn Street as well as the Parkman House on Beacon Street near the State House. Coolidge may 
have been thinking of the Tontine Crescent or Louisburg Square (then in the early stages of its development) when 

he set out the oval park at the top of the hill henceforth known as Mt. Bowdoin Green. The 1836 plan shows a 

_ Small structure labeled "observatory" near the center of \{t. Bowdoin Green, although no description of this 


| BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see corzinuazion sheet 


| Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases- 1794, 1830, 185”. 1874.1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918,1933 

_ Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

Boston Public Library Architects Files 

City of Boston Building Dept.-permits 

Dorchester Community News-1/25/1991-Railroad, Pancramic Views Drew Wealthy Families to Mt. 
Bowdoin by Anthony M. Sammarco 

Oreutt, William, Good Old Dorchester, 1893 

Tucci, Douglas Shand, Built in Boston, City and Sudurt. 1978 


O Recommended as a National Register Distnct. It checked. you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7192 


s a fit oa 
oo _ & : 
} - 4a aa) an . 
| ee | | e 
; a : : ot iy sO ALS 
Sash Ae cele peinatonm te Ge YOTICIG 1430 T ITS 


nol? bre niobwokt someiiedW rd babrued 21 Gen eda) io mite el! wor Lolsule a nol iave 
Jbuloai ii ovine Ast snd goriebawed od! , rw land 20d Breeereque nls wrt .ovnoy A avowsd) Depa 
oth niebwoH loobia wets ai yauogeng 2obekate que et T ae b oyet) oy sb Joolv nel Fae 

nsewiiod tosve noble id eb duce olf wigs toe Bre aradcl fee row Coy S mobwod. JM gnibuto 


Qiirwnqunes YA isto dey Fee ws ERO SihltS haw Evan Py dbo how Laworowete Irruay mites Sere 


uetA lo obiK aw oe). Cosle 0 ascites # Mt] enibuladis caro! nichwyuk JIM bas lave aokgmides 
marino AIK Gad DVA nicbretl motes Seaie mangndY 7, LF gnu bu bee Of Qu sen T ea 
ovis ens eid T CavA diobroll ¥ gels) iee0ls WocaeH BOTA) fh) ono os Arlt ass Now aap koe 


©% ini BC a'* aerw lod beod noligm a 


*U io AOGK oF My bos} hu poet 12s me eee i.) 0 ai Disies! my wbonel sai Lie { a> wom ts aay 
oid asanablest clint Vint y bas signe 70 Sobn UTE es Paes 721g 2001 | ni bwod JM 269 nO u 

je) vir Innsha@es clsveqe MTT ie Genoese 4. <194 me 5 Ide 2086 o1to: 0) oni) of nO 

‘Tewiozolicons Yo eetiaot penny Oeil x: wun .A moles Sunes M2) aii bo Vial Drew oh gar’ oi y 


Yo ole jeow five ofl Mosagldgvowis 2idt ko vitnoo 3) use Boren ts 21 gov 4 ae eS a" 
alt of era rloutw suey e “yarns 1 €B\Rb in yoiliow> stemmibot ous) burr slduob odieshal b et ; je 
. lanuuibbe 116 bed Jesh) Sanh tuilg flee: ysdeo° Logis ¥ Vid 6 eh yo Dee 9480 ISB is | 

s gnizeinn baa gailyle bysn ai vb on Cquodulé smb tonianoiebee nc as ship 2 Hon a 

7 a 

toot, Sakina see ix] AVITASS ts 

sir'fo Teanerrgolrss solaris atin eovoks ova vidi wo eek) new ell io msmqolayaly ts ye 2 


a | ns 


" orteias: flogezdi %°* WT) te Oise Orie wn Trai ule Ol dnb zomeal, 1? bamen aa di 
IM 2hstanisied! ao butnamue mob" nod yor “OU SAddad db bith oti en ne AORN 
t tb weary Simian oe) tele Pe tite idvokay 2a” oA ‘rowed ‘iisnigito eae u A 3) . 
b noite Jaw sen0H niobiest! oT sonod zu at baries. od bluow seal Mid ecb) qate sxe! vita 
rinbwok toe nl sitet vi to 2sqol2 modiuoe wv woh pit ment griioojory Lit 
noigaita aiahwatl) gran wot mor Hist orld que aia wesvin begin) ow hie 
bess] trewiinen bounines vitwinb cil lo “ans” oslo soot ort OF (Rey seen 
‘sund' A, suobwot aib srnteyg ersesiger Boor 2att oft arama a eInwe set sero bin 
pee Tsapeecim boniaag scorn seudd eons og ant aay y Tis SUS A peter 
hep noueod oe 8 Livi abe fond bo'viviue ovadl a7 Die 2h es oS orlt tgucetil 
JieenidoA bands <9 ott To quite ot bau O18 fas | 
sib 7d beiquseo ying gi setod moebwoG blo. ot We 
niobwoll 2A no wastes niobwotl elt QER1 nl <lOl nibs 
20 Joyo valle oft side nal ait wi aldiencareon 288 
wevod mor. HiH aon auorom lathe te 
‘oft guenabrod esnvod Aor Bbabe | 
 . | ust qybitoeD seuoll anat only ribald ger ss wie 
* notlw Piingoloweb 21 lo eouele had ax) 
a eve nalg OES! oft niet 
bast aoUgtmry) On ‘ott mo aes 


INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Dotet Esree DP 


Property Name: Mt. Bowdoin 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


pedimented dormer, it retains its orginal Doric pilasters on either side of the center entrance as well as an Italianate 
door hood with heavy pendant brackets which may have been added a decade or so after its construction. A few doors 
to the south is another pre 1850 double house at 51/53 Bowdoin Ave., which is of a cottage- scale and like 
41/43 stands with its long, six bay main facade facing the street, its 2-bay end wall gable facing north-south. Paired 
center entrances open on to aa late 19th century porch with simple posts and tured balusters. Although covered with 
vinyl siding, this house retains its original T-shaped form and above all, the wavy Carpenter Gothic barge boarding 
on its pair of gable roofed dormers. Also dating to c.1840-S0 is the Italianate cottage at35 Bowdoin Ave. which 
has been altered by the addition of a one story, full length enclosed front porch. 


House construction activity seems to have been quite limited on Mt Bowdoin until its reactivation during the mid 
1870s as the result of transportation developments such as the coming of the New York and New England Railroad 
in 1872 on the northern edge of this area. Houses which may have been built with the early N.Y. & N.E. commuters 
in mind includes Stick Style / Queen Anne houses at 39 Eldon Street and9 Mt. Bowdoin Terrace. The former, 
is a 2.5 story clapboard clad house with intersecting gables and a recessed corner front porch noteworthy for its 
segmental arches. The latter house celebrates the turned wood work and Eastlakian elements popular dunng the 1870s 
and early 1880s. Particularly noteworthy at #9 Mt. Bowdoin Terrace is the small, covered balcony with turned 
posts projecting from the main facade's gable. Dating to1874, 7 Bowdoin Avenue is an Italianate vemacular wood 
frame house with a later encircling Tuscan columned verandah. This house is noteworthy for its unusually extensive 
rear ell, gable roof with paired brackets at the eaves and a surviving component of the original back yard stable. 49 
Bowdoin Avenue was evidently built during the mid 1880s and and represents a retardataire example of an 
Italianate/Mansard cottage. It retains its original slate shingle roof. 


Representing relatively rare survivors from Mt Bowdoin's late 19th century flowering as a center for stylish and 
substantial Queen Anne residences are 6 and 8 Bowdoin Avenue. #6 was built c.1890 

and features rustic rock faced first floor surface treatments, including substantial stone piers at the front porch as well 
as wood shingle covered upper floors and a massive hip roof which shelters its irregular form. #8 Bowdoin 
Avenue is an imposing, c.1880 brick and wood frame residence built for the prominent Hazard Stevens family. 
Known in its prime as "Crest Lawn", and designed by E.A.P. Newcomb, this house over looks Mt. Bowdoin Green 
and is charactenzed by unusually high brick first floor walls with wooden upper floors. Although this house has been 
altered by synthetic surface treatments, it retains its original irregular form, well crafted chinmey with ornamental 
brick work treatments, bold curvilinear wooden roof brackets and distinctive and complex hip and gable roof 
configuration. Other substantial houses dating from c.1890 include the towered Queen Anne Fitton House at 16 
Bowdoin Ave. (overlooking the green) and the very intact Shingle Style Lenihan House at 19 Bowdoin Ave. with its 
rustic stone and boulder first floor and wood shingle covered upper floors all of which lends considerable interest to 
the immediate streetscape. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
“Do RcecHEsreg 


Property Name: Mt. Bowdoin 


Form No: 
DP 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continucd below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Sadly, the Samuel J.F. Thayer -designed Mary F. Mallon mansion is no longer extant. Built in 1880, it stood at the 
comer of what is now Bowdoin Ave and Mallon Road. The editor of American Architect and Building News thought 
highly enough of the Mallon mansion's design to include a photograph of it in their Apnl 2,1892 edition. Currently 
occupying the former Mallon property are four 3-story,6-family apartments numbered 20,24,28 and 32 

Bowdoin Avenue. Although not in the same sophiticated design league as the Mallon mansion, these wood frame 
apartments, with the repitition of their distinctive, boxy flat roofed forms and handsome Colonial Revival detailing , 
nevertheless provide a charming backdrop for Mt. Bowdoin Green. These apartments were built in 1927 from designs 
provided by Eisenberg and Feer. 


Here and there in this area, well preserved middle class residences blending irregular Queen Anne form with Colonial 
Revival detailing survive to provide testement to the considerable house construction activity on Mt. Bowdoin during 
the early 1890's. AtS59 Bowdoin Avenue, a Colonial Revival porch with Tuscan columns and high relief plaster 
swag detail projects from a main block that is enlivened by the use of diamond-shaped shingles. #61 Bowdoin 
Avenue is noteworthy for its bowed and towered main facade which stands adjacent to an open, pedimented Colonial 
Revival porch. The main facade's gable exhibits a trio of attic windows arranged in an unusual stepped configuration. 
Virtually the entire eastern side of Nottingham Street from Bowdoin Avenue to 17 Nottingham St. is of interest for its 
progression of relatively substantial Queen Anne/Colonial Revival houses dating from the 1890's and early 1900's. 
Before this noteworthy streetscape comes to an abrupt halt at a large vacant lot , it culminates in the very intact 
Colonial Revival #17 Nottingham Street which was built in 1895 from designs provided by Charles E.Park 
.Here, the boxyness of its wood shingle covered form is relieved by a handsome, open Tuscan columned ,pedimented 
front porch and bowed bay on its southeastern wall. Its hip roof with exposed rafters hints at the Craftsman style that 
would be so popular a decade later. Perhaps the finest example of the Colonial Revival Style on Mt. Bowdoin is #62 
Bowdoin Avenue. This boxy, 2-story, hip roofed house retains its original clapboard sheathing as well as 
Connthian columned, plaster swag-ornamented front porch, comice headed lintels, modillion block cornice and 
pedimented center gable with well detailed Palladian window. Brief mention should be made of the felicitous design 
contn bution to the district made by the solid, well-designed c. 1910's Colonial Revival and Craftsman houses of 
Mallon Road between Bowdoin Ave. and Mt. Bowdoin Terrace. 


To noteworthy masonry apartments dating to the first quarter of the 20th century are encompassed within this area 
including the yellow brick, Georgian Revival 3- story apartment building at 96 Bowdoin Avenue and 164/166 
Rosseter St.. Situated on the site of the 18th century GovernorJames Bowdoin mansion, the present apartment 
complex follows the curve of Rosseter Street as it meets Bowdoin Ave.It acts as a "wall", defining the southern edge 
of the district, screening it from the view of vacant lots and drastically altered structures bordering Bowdoin and 
Washington Streets (known historically as the Four Comers). A second noteworthy masonry apartment is the 
U-shaped, 3-story apartment at 15/15A Bowdoin Ave. This well-cared for Rennaissance Revival red brick 
Structure, with its recessed court yard, provides a dignified back drop for the western side of Mt. Bowdoin Green. 
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VENTORY FORM CON UATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
DOtCneol tk. 


Property Name: Mt. Bowdoin 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


The Haszard house was called "Crestlawn". It was designed by E. A. P. Newcomb architect of mansion scale houses 
on Melville Avenue, Dorchester as well as the three turreted, 700 foot long Lowell R.R station (1871-78) on 
Causeway Street, now the location of North Station in Boston.Another Hazard House (owned by a D. L. Hazard) 
survives at 39 Eldon Street. Built c.1875-80, this well preserved Stick / Queen Anne house retains its on ginal 
form, materials and elements. By the mid 1890's Mary F. Mallon owned this house. Later owners included Marcella 
E. Hicks (1910's), and Charles Julian, meat cutter, during the 1930's. Around the comer from 39 Eldon Street, at 
9 Mt. Bowdoin Terrace, is another survivor from the early days of commuter rail accessibility. It was built c. 
early 1870's for a James A. Flinn (occupation?) while its second owner, William H. Gallison commuted to a job with 
a steam and gas pipe manufacturing company at 36 Oliver Street. Later owners included Thornton F. Stone, book 
keeper (1910's and 20's), John B. Loring, lawyer and insurance agent (1930's) and Phillip Carey, U.S. Army 
(1940's). Other substantial residences blending wood and masonry materials is the Shingle/Queen Anne house at 6 
Bowdoin Avenue (c.1890) and the Shingle Style house at 19 Bowdoin Avenue. The latter house was built on a 
Bellamy - owned lot c.1890 and its first owners were Mary and Charles Lennihan. Mr. Lennihan evidently made a 
comfortable living as a plumber with Henry Hussey and Co. (71 Kingston Street in downtown Boston) judging by 
the high quality craftsmanship of the wood shingle sheathing and expert placement of the rock and boulder covered 
first floor. Indeed, #19 Bowdoin Avenue is perhaps the best preserved of the extant substantial late 19th century 
housing within this area. 


Taking up where Cornelius Coolidge and Thomas Mosely left off in 1836 with the laying out of Bowdoin Avenue, 
the remaining streets of Mt. Bowdoin were set out between 1880 and 1900, including Eldon Street (early 1880's) the 
northern half of Rosseter Street (1882), Nottingham St. (1891-97) and Bullard Street (by 1898). 


Good examples of sizeable, intact Queen Anne/Colonial Revival housing dating from the early 1890's on Mt. 
Bowdoin include 59 Bowdoin Avenue, built in 1893 for John P. Dinand by S.H. Johnson, builder, and 61 
Bowdoin Ave, also dating from the early 1890's and built for a member of the Dinand family. Across the street at 
#62 Bowdoin Avenue is a house whose form and details attest to Georgian Revival influences. This house was 
built c.1890, on land owned by the heirs of an Edward A. Dexter during the 1870's and 80's. Its first owner was a 
Martha M. Keyser. By the 1910's, Charles J. Leonard, Superintendant of the Fields Corner R. R. Station lived here. 
Nottingham Street, forming the eastern edge of this area posseses a solid, well crafted collection of more or less intact 
Queen Anne and / or Colonial Revival residences, perhaps most notably 17 Nottingham which was built in 1895-96 
for a Miss Mary A. Suffa from designs supplied by Charles E. Park. Mr. Park was active in Boston architectural 
circles between 1890 and 1905. Examples of his more urban residential work is located in Boston's St. Botolph 
district. He was also responsible for the Canterbury Hotel and the Broad Exchange Building on Franklin Street, 
Boston (1903). 


One indication of the growth of Mt. Bowdoin during the 1890's was the construction of the Mt. Bowdoin Reading 
Room Building, which housed a branch of the Boston Public Library. Built c.1897 and still extant in relatively good 
condition at 194 Washington Street, this Queen Anne brick and wood frame structure was designed by the important 
Dorchester architect Edwin J. Lewis Jr. Mr. Lewis was responsible for numerous substantial residences on Ashmont 
Hill as well as other upscale Dorchester neighborhoods. Perhaps his best known Dorchester building are the Peabody 
apartments at Peabody Square, built in 1896-97, in other words a contmporary of the Mt. Bowdoin Library. By the 
late 1920's the Mt. Bowdoin Library building was evidently completely occupied for commercial purposes including 
Louis Scherer, baker and Thomas C. Lewis, engraver (1928 -c. 1940). 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DerecHeste Q. DP 


Property Name: Mt. Bowdoin 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 

structure has surfaced in the course of this research. Evidently,the sale of lots atop Mt. Bowdoin was initially slow 
but this was also the case with the sale of lots in developments in Boston suburbs such as Jamaica Plain and 
Roxbury. The financial "panic" of 1837 undoubtedly hindered prospective homeowners ability to secure mortgages. 
Mt. Bowdoin figured prominently in the celebration of Dorchester's 225th anniversary of settlement on July 
4,1855.Salutes of cannon were fired at sunnise,noon and sunset by the Boston Light Artillery from Mt. Bowdoin and 
Commercial Point. Dorchester native and U.S. Congressman Edward Everett was the guest of honor at these 
festivities. 


Early development (1840-1875) on Mt. Bowdoin is associated with at least two carpenter/developers: 

Robert M. Lapham, active in Dorchester building trades between the 1840's and as late as the 1890's and William 
Hunt . The latter was busily constructing residences along the western side of Bowdoin Ave and eastern side of 
Washington Street during the 1870's. Still extant from the earliest phase of development are dwellings on the 
southwestern side of Bowdoin Avenue midway between the top of the hill and the site of the Bowdoin house. 
#41/43 Bowdoin Ave. is a 2-story Greek Revival/Italianate house whose lot was sold by James Weld of 
Dorchester to Robert M. Lapham, carpenter on November 2, 1843, suggesting that this house was built in the 
spring/summer of 1844.(Norfolk deeds Book 144, Page 24). Other buildings of similar vintage probably built by 
Robert Lapham include the Carpenter Gothic cottage at 51/53 Bowdoin Avenue and the Italianate cottage at 35 
Bowdoin Avenue. Dunng the 1870's and 80's Samuel S. Spear owned #51/53 (no occupation listed). 

It was owned but not occupied by Albert AS. Chittendon, collector from the 1890's -1920's. 


After the Civil War, house construction activity on Mount Bowdoin accellerated as the result of the coming of the 
New York and New England Railroad. The Mt. Bowdoin Railroad station was located at the northwestern edge of 
this area ,opposite the intersection of Washington Street and Eldon Street. 

The introduction of commuter rail to the area evidently set the stage for local carpenter William Hunt to purchase 
house lots bordering Washington St. and Bowdoin Avenue. In 1874, Hunt built the substantial Italianate house at #7 
Bowdoin Ave. for himself and his family. In 1868, he was listed as living on Washington Street "near the depot". 
Hunt's heirs owned 7 Bowdoin Avenue until c. 1890, passing to J. Annie Bense around 1900 and remaining in her 
family until carpenter Harry A. Kleberg purchased this property during the early 1940's. Hunt is said to have built 
four other houses on Bowdoin Avenue, further research is needed to identify these residences. 


Mt. Bowdoin's early houses tended to be of modest,cottage scale.During the 1880's and 90's more substantial 
Tesidences were built in this area. Unfortunately the most substantial of all, the c.1880 Mary F. Mallon mansion was 
taken down in the 1920's to accomadate four 6-family apartments (see below for more on these apartments). William 
Bellamy and General Hazard Stevens are credited with building the first two "modern" houses on Mt. Bowdoin, 
meaning that these houses had plumbing and gas light. Although the Bellamy House is located outside the boundaries 
of this survey area, the c.1880 General Hazard Stevens house is still extant at # 8 Bowdoin Avenue. Overlooking the 
north side of Mt. Bowdoin Green, this Queen Anne house has been altered by the application of vinyl siding and 
modem shingles, although it does retain extensive sections of well crafted bickwork. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
MATTAPAN 


Property Name: Mt. Bowdoin 


Form No: 
Ber 


Indicate each item on inventory form which 1s being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


During the 1910s and 20s, masonry apartments were built here and there on Mt. Bowdoin, but never in significant 
numbers. The earliest apartment complex built in this area is 96 Bowdoin Avenue/164- 166 Rosseter Street. Built in 
1915 from designs provided by Samuel S. Levy (active c.1905-1930), this yellow brick Georgian Revival apartment 
building stands on the site of the old Govemor James Bowdith house. Its onginal owner was the Modern Building 
Co./Benjamin Chertook,lawyer, 73 Tremont Street . He was also an early resident of this building. A sampling of 
renters living here during the 1930's includes Samuel Cerier, owner of Cener's Lunch, 2 Bowdoin Street; Joseph 
Handelmann, employee of the Superior Tea Co. and Allen Hunwith, tailor. 


Facing Mt. Bowdoin Green on the west side of Bowdoin Avenue, the U-shaped apartment at 15/15A 

Bowdoin Avenue was built c.1919-27. A sampling of tenants living here in 1935 reveals a high percentage of Jewish 
residents living in the area by that time , including: Louis Abelman of M. Abelman and Son store fixtures, Jacob P. 
Strachman, optician, Morris Segal, salesman, Morris Landfeld. builder, and Donald Stahl, lawyer. 


Directly across the green from this apartment are four, 6 family wood frame apartments numbered 

20,24,28 and 32 Bowdoin Avenue. These Colonial Revival, 3-story multi family structures were built in 1927 from 
designs provided by Boston architects Eisenberg and Feer. These apartments stand on the site of the c.1880 Mallon 
estate. Among the tenants living here in 1935 include Phillip F. Baggish,employee of the Steam Division of the EEI 
Co., Timothy A. Daly, carpenter, Isadore Menzer, produce, David Goldstein, sales manager and Jacob Leppo of the 
Leppo Mfg. Co, upholsterers. 


The Mt. Bowdoin area suffered a reversal of fortune during the 195's-70s, but during the 1980s , the Mt. 
Bowdoin/Glenway Neighborhood Housing Services loaned over one million dollars to local homeowners for home 
improvements. Through its programs, the group has fixed up vacant and substandard housing in the area. Joel 
Scwartz, director of Mt. Bowdoin/Glenway Neighborhood Housing Services, along with Helen Horner, a longtime 
Tesident and advocate for Mt. Bowdoin and John Cleckley, a developer and resident have saved architecturally 
-Significant structures while acting as a conduit for neighborhood investment. Although the investment of funds in 
inner -city neighborhoods has not been a common occurrance in recent years, there is still much work to be done by 
Way of securing vacant buildings, preserving historic fabric and constructing new housing on vacant lots that would 
compliment existing housing in terms of form, materials and elements. 
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AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property Address 
Dorchester Mt. Boyloia 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
°220 Mormsscy Boulevard Atea Form No. 


Boston, MA 02125 | Annes weld Orcas abe 


ome men eRe: Area Boundary Circled properties -- 
Prepared June 17, 1995 See attached photographs 
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_... 41/43 Bowdoin Ave. 1843-44 Robert M. Lapham Ho.+carp.shop _ 
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9 Mt.Bowdoin Terr. c.1870's 


29 Eldon st. 
_22 Mallon Road 

26 Mallon Road 
_30 Mallon Road 
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¢€.1910-17 
C.1910-17__ 
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Historic Name/ Bldg. Type 
MAS ee 
: undeterminned/residence 
_undeterminned/residence 
_undeterminned/residence 
undeterminned/residence 


James Barrett House 
_.1874 William Hunt House/stable _ 


-"Crestlawn"/ Hazard Stevens Ho. 


| Bessie Ladd House 
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nt 54 Bowdoin Ave. ¢.1885-94 A.C. Kendall House 
es 2 5 Bowdoin Ave. '¢.1870's___undeterminned/residence sn QA/wd/T-shaped 
pe 29.Bowdoin Ave. 1893: Dinand-Mc Manus House 
m. 60 Bowdoin Ave. ¢.1885-93 _undeterminned/residence L 
= 61 Bowdoin Ave. ¢.1885-1893 John P.DinandHouse 
Bs 62 Bowdoin Ave. _c.1885-93 Martha M. Keyser House 
_..64 Bowdoin Ave. _c.1885-93. _undeterminned/residence. 
xa! 6 5. Bowdoin Ave. c.1885-93  _undeterminned/residence 
66 Bowdoin Ave. ¢.1885-93 _undeterminned/residence 
_..87 Bowdoin Ave. ¢.1885-93 _undeterminned/residence 
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71 Bowdoin Ave c.1900-09 _undeterminned/3-decher 
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D.L, Hazard House 
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_.QA./wd/rectang. __ 


_Craftsman/wd/rectang. _ 


Style, Materials, Form 
aaa a ee 
Q.Anne,wd/rectang. 
_Q.Anne/wd/Cross-shped 
| Q.Anne/wd/T-shaped 
_Q.Anne/wd/Cross-shaped | 
Q.Anne/stone,wd/irreg. | 
Ital./wd/L-shaped 
(QAnne/brk,wd/irreg. | 
_Q.Anne/wd/Cross-shaped | 


Col. Rev./wd/rectang. 
QA./Col. Rev/wd/rectang. 


Q.Anne/vinyl/ireg. 
‘modern ranch/wd/rectang. 
_Stick-Q.A./wd/irreg. 
Q.A./wd/rectang. 
Craftsman/wd/rectang 
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Historic Name/ Bldg. Type 


~¢.1910-17 
_€.1910-17 


Undeterminned/3-decker 


_undeterminned/residence _ 


Style, Materials,Form 
{> Lies in 


Col. Rev./wd/rectang. 


Craftsman/wd/rectang. 


36 Mallon Road €.1910-17 _undeterminned/2-family _Q.Anne/wd/rectang. | 
8 Mallon R _€:1910-17 _undeterminned/2-family QA./wd/rectang. | 
.€.1910-17 _ undeterminned/2-family Craftsman/wd/rectang. 
conus 4 Nottingham St. ¢.1892-97_undeterminned/residential ___Q.A./Col._ Rev./wd/rectang. 
Mion 3) 3.Nottingham st. __c.1892-97._undeterminned/residential ___Q.A./Col. Rev./wd/rectang, 
aie S.Nottingham St. __¢.1892-97 _undeterminned/residential ___Q.A./Col. Rev./wd/rectang, 
6 Nottingham St. | €.1892-97 undeterminned/residential = Col. Rev./wd/rectang. 
fest /3 Nottingham St. '¢.1892-97 | undeterminned/residential = Q-Anne/wd/T-shaped | 
eee” Nottingham st.___¢.1892-97 _undeterminned/residential _Q.Anne/wd/irreg. ss 
usu, 10 Nottingham St. '¢.1892-97 undeterminned/residential Col. Rev./wd/rectang. __ : 
osu J1 Nottingham St. .¢.1892-97 undeterminned/residential = Q.A./wd/irreg. 
: 12 Nottingham St 1 892-97 undeterminned/residential ‘Col. Rev./wd/rectang 
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FORM A- AREA 


(YN - ILE 
Massachusctts Histonace] Commission IYN)-1YE 
80 Boylston Strect 
Boston, Massachusstts “12116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on bac« with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over th:s space. Attach additional photos 
(0 continuation shée:s. 


roll : auve(s | 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number preperties for which individual 
inventory forms hav: been completed. Label streets 
including route num>ers. if any. Attach a continua- 
lion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north, 


Assessor's Sheets 


USGS (Quad Areal etter l‘orm Numbers in Area 
Bo STON) DG 
SouTtH 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 


Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 


Name of Arca Field's Comer 


Present Use commercial/ 


residential 


Construction Dates or Period c. 1840 -1940 


Overall Condition fair-g00d 


Major Intrusions and Alterations 


Acreage 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization Boston Landmarks Comm 


March, 1985 


Date (month/year) : 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
For the purposes of this survey, Field's Corner is primanly a lincar concentration of masonry commercial 
hocks ranged along Dorchester Avenue between Gibson Street to the south and the Adams/Dorchestcr Avenue 
intersecuon on the north. The clevated tracks of the MBTA Rcd linc run east-west through the northern portion 
o this area. This area extends northward along Adams Strect as far as the New England Tclephone Company 
building at175 Adams Street , corner of Robinson Road. The northern -most Dorchester Avenue property 
coatained within these boundaries is the Greek Revival cottage at 1428 Dorchester Avenue , a gable fronted 
center-entry house measuring 3-bays in width. Perhaps the strongest case for a historic district at Field's Corner 
can be made for the collection of commercial buildings bordering the great X-shaped intersection formed by 
Adams Street and Dorchester Avenue. The focal point of this arca is the 4-story One Fields Corner 
Building (also known as the Lenane and Ligget Building at 1448-1456 Dorchester Avenue) on the south 
side of Fields Corner. Its great curved facade overlooks the Dorchester/Adams Street intersection. Its triangular 
form and facades characterized by ornate cast metal onels and cornice as well as elaborate entrance 
er!ramements in the Georgian Revival style make a strong design statement. On the east side of this intersection 
is the massive 4-story brick Field's Building storage facility, a landmark at Field's Corner since the late 19th 
ceatury. Otherwise, the Adams/Dorchester intersection is surrounded by low,rectangular, one story commercial 
buildings of moderate design interest with stylistic references to the Art Deco, Classical and Colonial Revival 
stvies (see 195-207 Adams Street, 215-223 Adams Street and 1432 Dorchester Avenue.) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

The junction of Adams Steet and Dorchester Avenue known as Fields Corner, prior to the Civil War, was almost 
enurely residential in character.Although Adams Street dates back to the 17th century, Dorchester Avenue was set 
out as a turnpike in 1804. Since the late 18th century, most of the area was owned by the Robinson family. The 
Rodinson House, built in 1787, stood at the corner of Adams and Robinson Street where the Telephone Company 
building is located today. John H. Robinson (1809-1883) is credited with not only the early development of 
Field's Corner but of Harrison Square, now known as Clam Point. Robinson was a Selectman for the Town of 
Dorchester and a Representative to the State Legislature for many years. He was very active in and supportive of 
the First Parish Church. By nights, Fields Corner should have been named Robinson's Corner but it was, in fact, 
named in honor of Isaac and Enos Field who kept a general store there. At one point Field's corner was known as 
Dalfymple Junction.Robinson inherited a large tract of land west of Dalrymple or Field's Corner bounded by 
Adams, Robinson, Arcadia and Ditson Streets. East of Dorchester Avenue his land "reached down to tidewater." 
Prior to 1840, he farmed much of this land but during the mid 19th century he began to subdivide his estate for 
rexdental development. The introduction of the Old Colony Railroad east of Fields Comeer in 1844 evidently had 
a great deal to do with opening this area up to development. Robinson's Adams Street estate was known for its 
numerous fruit trees, and indeed, he was a member of the Massachusetts Horticultural Society. His wife, Elizabeth 
Clapp, was the sister of Ebenezer Clapp who authored the History of Dorchester in 1859. At the time of 
annexation to Boston in 1870, Robinson owned $87,000.00 worth of real estate. Although the Robinson house 
was demolished during the 1920s to make way for the Telephone Company building at 181 Adams Street, the 
Rooinson family connection, however tenuous, lives on in the commercial block situated on the northeast side of 
Field's Comer in the form of the stucco- covered structure with the Italianate window surrounds that was owned 
by the Robinson heirs until well into this century (see 1439-1441 Dorchester Avenue). 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES. [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/A tlases- 1794, 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898,1910,1918,1933 

Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

Deechester Community News 1/7/1994-"Field's Comer: Commercial Hub Has Residential Roots" by 
Arthony Muitchell Sammarco. 

D«echeter Community News 9/7/1993- "History: William Taylor Adams was author, teacher, statesman" 
by Anthony Mitchell Sammarco 

Wemer, Sam Bass, The Streetcar Suburbs 


[| Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Cniteria Statement Form. 7192 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Doeeresrer V® 


Property Name: Field's Corner 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


On the north side of the Adams/Dorchester intertsection is the historic Robinson Block at 1431-1437 
Dorchester Avenue. This 2-story rectangular structure exhibits curved comers, smooth stucco surfaces on the 
upper floors and 2nd floor windows (singles, doubles and tripartite) with comice headed lintels in the Italianate 
manner. This building 1s enclosed by a flat roof with a well molded and fairly deep cornice. This building projects 
into this intersection and overlooks a tnangular, cement paved park. Visible from the Fields Comer intersection. 
looking northwestward along Adams Street is the architecturally significant, High Victonan Gothic Municipal 
Building at1 Acadia Street and 193 Adams Street. This 3.5 story H-shaped building is costructed of red 
brick with granite tnmmings, its roof line characterized by a series of steeply pitched gables. Built as Police Station 
No. 1 ca. 1875, this building is one of the most important landmark buildings in the area. 


Continuing southward along Dorchester Avenue, this thoroughfare is lined with pnmanly 2-story commercial 
buildings which are rectangular in form and exhibit Classical Revival and Art Deco elements i.e. 1443-1459 
Dorchester Avenue,( with 1921 date plaque), the Howard Building at 1486-1492 Dorchester Avenue 
(with exceptional cast stone Art Deco detail, particularly at the parapet), 1485-1491 Dorchester Avenue 
(V-shaped commercial block with angled Deco piers and date plaque at Faulkner/Dorchester comer which reads 
1920), and 1493-1501 Dorchester Avenue (rectangular Art Deco/Tapestry brick commercial block with cast 
stone tiimmings). 


Any Field's Comer historic district should include F.M. Lowe's Theatre at 1524-30 Dorchester Avenue 
(comer of Park Street ). Currently housing a furniture store and other commercial concerns with residential upper 
floors, this stucco - covered, 3-story structure "fans out" from its corner, exhibiting 13- bays on the Park Street wall 
and 7 bays along Dorchester Avenue. This building blends elements of the Craftsman and Colonial Revival styles 
and incorporates two earlier houses still extant on this site. Particularly noteworthy is the main entrance at the Park 
Street / Dorchester Avenue corner with its broad and wide segmental arch containing leaded glass panels in a sun burst 
motif. 


This area 's boundary lines are drawn to include parts of two streets adjacent to Dorchester Avenue as well as the 
Dorchester block between Chnistopher and Gibson Streets. Charles Street, on the north side of the Field's Comer 
MBTA station contains the Grover Cleveland School (11 Charles Street), a large brick and cast stone timmed 
Georgian Revival early 20th century school building noteworthy for its tasteful design. A few yards to the east on 
Charles Street is 3/5 Charles Street, a double Italianate house which stands with long, 6-bay side oriented 
perpendicular to the street. Retaining integrity of form and siting, its end wall gables face east and west. 


At the southem end of this area the boundary is extended east along Christopher Street to include the interesting brick 
utilitanian structure at 15 Christopher Street (T-shaped, center entrance w/ Italianate bracketed door hood, center 
gable, and monitor on hip roof). This structure may well be the brick building labeled "garbage plant" on the 1898 
Atlas. The southern boundary for this area might also be extended along Dorchester Avenue to Gibson Street 
(1566- 68 Dorchester Avenue)-a streetscape which includes well crafted Queen Anne three deckers and brick 
commercial/apartment blocks. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 
aoe : é Community: Form No: 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION D cecvESTeEr De 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Field's Corner 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative- 


The great architectural treasure and most highly visible, placemaking landmark at Field's Comer is One Fields 
Corner (1448 Dorchester Avenue-and in more recent years known as the Lenane Building). This National 
Register masonry building with its wealth of applied cast stone ornasment and copper bays was built in 1906 from 
designs provided by T. Edward Sheehan, local architect credited with three- decker design at 2 and 8 Montello Road . 
Originally owned by Bemard J. Devine, this building contained a branch of the Dorchester Trust Company for many 
years. By the 1930s it contained Sargent's Hat and Cap Store, Louis K. Ligget Drugs (and is still known by some 
local residents as the Ligget Building) as well as tenants on the upper floors. At the extreme southem end of this area 
at 1560-1566 Dorchester Avenue and 4 Gibson Street, a building "to be occupied for stores and tenements" was 
erected in 1912 for Julia Gordon by A.J. Carpenter Jr. of 39 Dunreath Street (together with mechanic Bernard 
Gordon). By 1933 the commercial enterprises within this building included Solomon Fingerman, clothes presser, 
Home Owners Plumbing and Heating Co. and Wheeler's Variety Store. 


It was during the 1920s, however, that Field's Comer came into its own as a center of modern one- and two- story 
commercial blocks. Several of these cast stone and tapestry brick flat-roofed structures bear date plaques attesting 

to their construction during the prosperous 1920s. Built in 1920, 1485-1489 Dorchester Avenue features casta 
stone facade and well-preserved parapet detailing. It replaced a cross-shaped house that had been owned by Jacob 
Foster and his heirs during the late 19th century. By 1933 this 4-store structure housed the Boston School of Music, 
Hyman Becovsky Hardware and Samuel M. Maninn 's Jewelery Store. The 5-store, cast- stone - fronted commercial 
building at 1443A Dorchester Avenue bears a date plaque of 1921. Its owner, Myer Dana hired architect Henry 
F. Bryant of 334 Washington Street, Brookline to build this structure. In 1923, what had been the estate of Benjamin 
Clapp in the late 19th century, succumbed to commercialization in the form of a one- story 6-store brick and cast stone 
faced building. Gabriel Backer of Haymarket Square, Boston commissioned the architect Arthur O. Bottomley to 
design this structure. Tenants of this block in 1933 included Staty Hadjiannis, baker, Charles M. Hatch, barber, a 
Chinese laundry, Frank Panico's shoe repair, Morris Berkovitz, tailor, Balkin's Variety, a real estate association, and 
Rodman's meat market. The point of listing all these small businesses is to underline the fact that this was a vital, self 
sufficient commercial center during the first decades of this century with little need for residents to look to downtown 
Boston or elsewhere for essential services. The Howard Building at 1490-92 Dorchester Avenue isa brick 
structure with exceptional cast stone facing exhibiting stylized Art Deco motifs. It was built in 1928 for David Rubin 
by Eisenberg and Feer, a Comhill , Boston- based firm that was quite prolific in the Dorchester building trades 
during the first quarter of the 20th century. In 1933, the Howard Building contained an S.S. Kresge Department 
Store. 


Several buildings in this area underline the fact that residential construction around this area was such to warrent a 
new school (Grover Cleveland School at 11 Charles Street ,built in 1925 by O'Connell Shaw. 

The former Dorchester Theatre complex aty 1526-30 Dorchester Avenue also speaks to the rapid build up of 
ther area by the time of World War I. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
“DoRtH ESTE R D.C 


Property Name: Field's Corner 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continucd below. 


Historical Narrative Continued 


Another influential resident of Field's Corner during the mid-late 19th century was William Taylor Adams a.k. a. 
"Oliver Optic" wniter of children's stories such as the "the Boat Club Series”, "Young Amencans Abroad" and The 
Boat Builder Senes". William Taylor Adam's house was an elaborate towered Italianate mansion which stood where 
the ramps to the Field's Comer T Station are located today (1479 Dorchester Avenue). 


Few wood frame residential structures survived the late 19th century commercialization story of Field's Corner 

This area includes 3,5 Charles Street, alate 19th century, Italianate wood frame 6-bay , two pile house which 1s 
rectangular in form style and provides a glimpse of what the housing stock along Dorchester Avenue must have been 
like before the onslaught of one and two story commercial blocks built for the street car service and automobile trade 
in the 1910s and 20s. One of the oldest structures in this area is the former Police Station #1 Building at 1 
Arcadia Street. Built ca.1875, this building may represent the work of City architect George Clough. Its High 
Victorian Gothic surface treatments and steeply pitched gables are reminiscent of the Seaverns Street Police Station of 
similar vintage in Jamaica Plain and is representative of the City of Boston providing municipal buildings for its newly 
acquired neighborhoods. In 1874, 20 structures and numerous vacant lots lined Dorchester Avenue from Field's 
Corner, southward to Park Street. Leavitts, Clapps, Keens, Leonards, Jenkins, Fosters, Whiton's and Harris' lived 
along this stretch of Dorchester Avenue. A black smith shop was located a few feet from the west side of Park Street, 
a Metropolitan Railroad Horse car depot stood south of Foster Street and otherwise this area was overwhelmingly 
residential. 1428 Dorchester Avenue is a Greek Revival cottage which predates 1850 and has survived , albeit 
adapted for reuse as a commercial property. It may well be the oldest structure in this area. Further study is needed to 
determine if earlier houses have been absorbed or are encased in early 20th century commercial blocks as is the case at 
the former Dorchester Theatre and apartments at 1526-1530 Dorchester Avenue where the gable roof of an 
Italianate house is clearly visible on the Park Street side of the Theatre/commercial/residential building. 


Fields Comer experienced an extensive building boom during the first quarter of the 20th century which swept away 
forever the residential character of Dorchester Avenue's streetscapes. Something of the pre -1900 Dorchester Avenue 
Streetscape is in evidence at 1484 Dorchester Avenue. Presently containing the Boston Fish Market, this 
c.1890's wood frame, wood shingle 3-story structure with double bowed oriels stands in marked contrast with the 
sleeker more stream lined commercial blocks of the 1920s. During the 1920s and 30s 1484 Dorchester Avenue 
contained the "Spic and Span Deli"; Max Levenbaums's Mens' Furnishings; Hyman Levenbaum Insurance; as well 
as Cornelius J. Doherty , Chauffer and Charles H. MacKay, tailor. Since the 1890s Patrick O'Hearn's Field's 
Building has been a major Field's Comer Landmark at 1444 Dorchester Avenue. This very large brick 
structure seems to have been utilized primarily as a storage facillity and is labeled as such on the 1933 
Boston/Dorchester Atlas. It occupies the former site of Enos Field's store shown on the 1874 Atlas. By the early 
1930's, Patrick O'Hearns Fields Building ( at street level) contained Peter T. Vallas, Baker, Field's Chain Department 
store and a hairdressing salon. 
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Dorchester etd 5S Corney 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Mornissey Boulevard Arca Form No. 
Boston, MA 02125 
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Area Boundary O Circled properties -- 
Prepared June 17, 1995 See attached photographs 
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Style, Materials, Form 


_.175 Adams St. 
: 182 Adams St. 
184 Adams St. 
190-194 Adams cu Eu 
193 Adams St. 


1196 PAGalits Sle eee at 
195- 207 Adams St. 


dies cep Sune Was vaeaesisdnns Shak taNedspuel¢suaadesds ceucuvesn bade s¥aasiccs¥assys sobs ceeuwcsuncccctersso=s 


i ei a= - see ans Mie Nes Vad oe oh ah Sneak o <A ss hem dws das arb ae stawas =U USas wo eb aw hees es oss vesdavanss umscsssuse seca cess css doses tice ccheecrecansacsnss cumeusadet togdossec ee cee rsaesnebaccsh cesses ebancconep=anbas dugenrseonavsipabaiesssmsavaessederedeseccd cme 


21 5- Sha Adams st. 


Seeeew wee we Gn asec ssecrn hast eonasaccaes cen scere cannon ene Mvccennen ens ase ncb swans saw nse en stan ee sees ser at ena e nese y nee see abana sonnet atone water cares cen cns sens censeceser as cnnerncscces sees sce sec chcemececenccen cas nasentn cs cnc es ceuscansesaceccceccecsocccnvccecusces 


Seen eww enwehncennwen sn sey aon ne cece senennen sens sec aD 050 cece e ns sneer ness seg encom estes nc enene ns mans saan neces ceseessencceceasenssssce rence acess nccensrasnesccrcensteccnecs cece cetccseseccewoccsn se ceswpacccoscenseas cances cacceesccednccacusescsscsacscccsccecercscaracae 


“laze Dorchester Av. 


1431 -37 Drchstr Av 


4 432 Dorchestr AV 


wemewe renee fetes nen nnn pence nnn n nen ce ee wn cn senna ncce enn e rene ane n wen en enn ge cman ns nsec cee ssen ener enn enese ns cone sete eee ete e cee e nee er ene s ewe cen cee cere ce es cence ewa cere eer ecn reer sens neces ene ceepewe ccs n eee c an nc ns cee ence ane ee cnnsenenccenescccceccecceececececceeee 


: Dorchester Av 


eee th ahs Easmiyrusbse MmSesnsewesrenwennwes 50s se ounduesesteewnrcgasnsesbe son tarsencesseesesvenseesen such davssseusececusscss cous esbecveccesestvcc ces wn cetenn sneendecas scnbassnnsnssmsanese lacanpmecewetesoewasewas ensbenuesieuncdeedasbwesdencaudedscoesletcaus 


: Dorchester Av 


oe enn newt hn were enn nn sane n nn ne neem nn nner e tenn nnn en nee renee amen eeee nn ae anne nnn en ene eeeee ten nne enna tenn nen n angen nas cent cance ene ne nee en nese nena nace ene en enna ccenn nn ee sence nescence eee were eens eed ee cere ene nnen eee ee cee cae e ene cee enone eee cence cacee seen eeeeeeceneceee 


2 1445-59 Dorch Av | 


moc ee ne re nah wenn nen nnnnnb anne enn nn nee nen nnn e een ene n eee ene e nner teen nena rene en nn ne anne nen enn eres anne ene n anes e nena eee n enc en serene cece nee ee ene e sane cree anne sete nee eee ee een ene e sete ee need cee eeceeee nnn cece nen ese e eee ce eee eececnne cen cecsenecececcseceeeeee 


' 1448-74 Dorch Av | 


SER RSECRSS My ASE an te caeny eek esn sen aes ane tances aonsenes ecw senweswnn a onnen asp sasu alse se ccesaresceaeersecnsohc cbesaseede ces wseessncn ses cecnen stances cers connate nccnensess Sane scenes cencensccsonecscceanbas senecencesoqscececieussusbeuseuesansensceseacsaswadceskesassse<<-) 


'1463/67 Dorch Av | 


PRONE SSSR ed Sa cersn owen se wenasneeeees ceca nes ces snes acces ceneseeneose neat ge asen anes ssce sone tceeseessees acnesssesb ers nc cen cece en ccewenccececencsseescccennse nes esee aueen sees cese cesses cosccecsese ccnceencneoncencessscserascsaccccsccoceconecccucecsueacenscecssoseecen= 


©1480 Dorch Av. 


oshes céncoe seesecenesacbostecsnareanenentecnenrscesscncnanosescnncneneecobscnaaseeeaseenascnenanensnencacasccugeccsetecteeeecsseaesassteerteseenecaserearsgeesseetasacsacereseesecenescnesesse cea oon ewer en ns tence anew se tesee aus sonsncecsseeecesececsnenssessecsss 


1482-92 Dorch Av | 


st reew cree Po ncensnce nn npecec eens ener ee ne nesen nnn ne nn cence enn snw een sen anny ae ner cane sane nan cer ennn cere nan scenes aan ene rene ae sc ccn sce nen c nes en esas new enecsens ne reecenanse nee en ene cn et ec ence nance nape nce ae nee c eee n ne cece ns nec cece ee cee cence cena ccenceceescceccecceee= 


?1485-91 Dorch Av : 


ome en cease haem ewenwrec gas cces cess connceserc ees ww wen nnennensecwncan ccc ccgsces ences ene sececeesecsereenscces ec eeeh en nece eae es eens eceneceswnces ses ceceeceescn wenn secncwees cesece cer esewses sens cceccsccwcccccenccnn cece scececec cesses cccecceccccccccsccccccceccocscescecs 


1493-1501 Drch Av 


paocaneracd oneencersnnatconecccencacecerenacssnnacc-oescconasaccnannarentaentacesrercoanacncnannnananassncacacenpescavenccnenecnensannvssssenserecccacesnesansennesecanceucaranesses ween sesncsseegeannasncnaanacacannessscenecetaanennncacnnaseescnssnessneserennan ee 


: 1496-1508 Drch Av. 


seeececece Nie alae a Gee es nea Gann men adaae Saar aaesan nah pm nnnn nnn enn nnn n ew nnn nn nn nnn ewes ene e dee nn nn een ee nn wenn n nn ene een een nn cn ee nsec eee ece menses ee nes none nen nc ene n anne eee ethennesnenn cece eens mene eee nen ceeenceen conc cenecencce cnc eccceceeces 


? 1503-09 Dorch Av | 


jececcsecee Slee ete ee eee eee eae n neem ence nn eh on new n ne nee e renee e ene ene e enone none ce eee nee n ns cece encore eee cee scene ene n enn ween mgr e ne cae cece ne ane ene cn en enon cece ee cece en cence ne ececececeneseseeeses 


-1510-14 Dorch Av | 


ewecccoces. pc A ae poe rem ace a ee ae tr ee a e 


'1516-29 Dorch Av : 


sceccccee sereecenesencbessesteassantacarnsneescnnrcassanrsnssnstansracsebeassaceessscaansseaneseesanseeeaseeeteeseeseeterersatssessessteeeeiseeeteaaetseeeeaneseeenseesecssetetessseesessensech eee ccreccccscnceseecsace cere nnecececcssconeccocsceseces+ cee cccces 


: 1524-30 Dorch Av : 


seesccces pee ase See elo ce CA ealnes FCN Earlene er mans ener np an dare aenanen ctfag ane cenens su nae enema sce; asennnneresta7qnrereee ens asesse=ette Semen seaveessev secon ss enemecweswccoececcccscencovaceccoscsncasesa 


/1532 Dorch Av 


peewcch sod hoc esse ceccccseseccocccceceneescn cece scent wescmsceseeenewe ssa nac ga seesess sass ceseeces ences s ssemasen week swee cc cer sccce sen cec cent cn snes sec cewenee reser cecccsecnesenensns sc ccececcnccccencccsccer ere cencccncnncasscnnsecnesccecececcseccecccccceswcecseccccccece 


1534/36 Dorch Av | 


Na a en oan eh chi bag on nw na beh cen avn csvncceralagat <slnuceNespseswa verte cestescash svc covequsanaaeomaes7 aan Saeed inde senna vauGenesune susagdsenka as acess ah ialncaandscscsunacasnasqucepchacsaetens ava neosscorentennedeeseneea enone 


?1538/40 Dorch Av : 


statseen af ensnsceesntnenpennteececeenatenctncneecsnscentansseteceaaneananapanaacnascsrseccaccasencsatantcccecsaeiecescreesecnaeaecsrsasnccecensnesecsasetaecsrscaeneresasetarataenasasnncenaseeeeesiascannananacsnenecscanenteterenenececeeaseeneeseneceensensceeeeenes| 


: 1542 Dorch Ave. 


1544 Dorch Ave. 
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-1548- 58 Dorch Av | 
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_1560- 68 Dorch Av. : 
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This list gives address ranges covered 
by the inventoried area. It is not a 
building-by-building data sheet. See 
narrative and photos for building- 
specific information. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 


USGS Quid Area Letter J-onm Numbers in Area 


eye Boston 
Massachusctts Historical Commission (4-19 E ple 
80 Boylston Street 


Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
10 continuation sheets. 


roll Bes 


Sketch Map 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate . 
north, 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 


Piace(neighborhood or village) 


Name of Area St. Ambrose-Fields Crnr E. 
Present Use eccelsiastical, residential, 
industnal 


Construction Dates or Period c. 1860-1940 


Overall Condition fair- 200d 


Major Intrusions and Alterations 


Acteage 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


March, 1995 


Date (month/year) , 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [_] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
St. Ambrose /Ficlds Corncr East is a residential enclave of modest scale houses on the eastern edge of the 
Fields Corner commercial district. The focal point of this arcais St. Ambrose Roman Catholic Church 
which stands at the corncr of Adams and Dickens Street at the western edge of the distnct. For the purposes of 
this survey, this area is bounded by thc MBTA Red Line tracks on the east and south, Adams Street on the west 
(including 241 Adams Street), and very irregular boundary line on the north which takes in the south side of 
Leonard Street, from Adams to Gordon Placc, turning north on Gordon Place and extending along the back lot 
lines of Duncan Street as far as Duncan Terrace, then turning south along the west side of Duncan Street, 
extending behind #'s 42-78 Leonard Street and jogging northward behind #'s 43-51 Clayton Street, extending 
across Clayton and behind 38/40 Gniffin Court to the MBTA tracks. 


In this area, architectural sigificance hinges to a great degree on the design menits of the modern Gothic Revival 
St. Ambrose Roman Catholic Church and its Georgian Revival rectory. To the east of the church complex is a 
collection of mid-late 19th c. vernacular housing, of interest mostly for their siting, form, scale, and 
associations with the laboring class whose living accomadations are often by- passed in historic architectural 
surveys in favor of the more elaborate upscale housing of local gentry. 


The earliest housing in the area is located on and near Adams Street with c.1860 housing still extant at 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

Historically, The St. Ambrose/ Fields Comer East area has been characterized as an area of modestly scaled 
workers housing bordered by the Fields Corner Commercial district on the west and neatly circumscribed by the 
great bend in the MBTA subway tracks to the east and south. This area occupies a flat plain that is situated between 
Mt. Ida and Dorchester Bay. It is situated between the upscale residential areas of Harnson Square to the east and 
the middle class houses west of Fields Corner. The area east of Fields Corner built up slowly, despite the fact that 
Dorchester A venue was set out as early as 1804 ,ceased to be a toll road in 1834 and the Old Colony Railroad was 
set out in 1844. Fields Corner was named for two brothers, Enos and Isaac Field who ran a general store at the 
intersection of Adams and Dorchester Avenue. The slow development probably had to do with the fact that this 
area was neither a prime hilltop with picturesque views nor was it situated right on the coast. The railroad in this 
area encouraged the development of light industry like the Beacon Lithographic Co. and Nashua Card Co. at 60 
Clayton Street (extant by 1884). The 1850 Map of Dorchester shows a cluster of houses along Adams Street at 
the western end of this area. #241 Adams Street is apparently one of the houses shown on the 1850 map and is 
probably the oldest structure in the area. This Greek Revival, cottage scale dwelling has historical associations 
with Seth Williams. He was engaged in the leather trade at Pearl, commer of Purchase in downtown Boston. 
Williams was numbered among those who took advantage of the commuter rail road at Harrison Sq. By 1874 this 
Station at the southeastern comer of this area was in place, serving both the workers of St. Ambrose/Fields Comer 
East and the wealthy home owners of the Mill St./Clam Point area. The Shawmut Branch R.R. intersected with 
the Old Colony Railroad right at Harrison Square.Dickens street is evidently the oldest street in this area, linking 
Adams Street (west) with Harrison Square (east).(continued). 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES. [_] see continuation sheet 
Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases- 1794, 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918, 1933 
Boston Directories: 1870-1945 


Metropolitan Boston, A Modern History, V.5, 1929 Alan Langtry editor. 
The Gothic Churches of Dorchester-Douglas Shand Tucci, 1972 


[ ] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7192 
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INVENTORY _ FORM_C INU N_ SHEET 


Community: 
“Doget ESTER De 
Property Name: St. Ambrose/Field's Crnr E. 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


9,11 Dickens Street is a wood frame dwelling that encompasses three structural components which are ranged 
horizontally along Dickens Street. This house's form and proportions speak to the idiosyncratic construction 
approaches of local carpenters and builders. 9,11 Dickens Street nses from a pudding stone foundation, retains its 
saw cut, bracketed Italianate door hood and is enclosed by a gable roof. To the rear of this house is an unusual 19th 
century 3-story wooden stable which is in poor condition. Another early house in this area is the Greek Revival 
cottage at #241 Adams Street which stands with its end wall gable facing Adams Steet . It is the only residential 
building situated on the block bounded by Dorchester Avenue, Adams Street and the MBTA Red Line tracks (the rest 
of the buildings on this tnangular parcel are part of the Field Corner Commercial area. 


The Italianate Mansard style is well represented in this area in the form of single family cottages bordering Clayton 
Street, including #'s 43, 65 and 67 Clayton Street. Particularly noteworthy is the row of Italianate Mansard 
workers cottages that extend from 42 to 78 Leonard Street.These 1.5 story, single family row houses exhibit 
2-bay main facades with two dormers per building. These buildings stand in various states of preservation (mostly 
altered in some way) and constitute the most interesting streetscape in this area. Here and there are other pockets of 
interesting , modest cottages including mid 19th century wood vernacular dwellings on Gordon PI. (off Leonard 
Street), Duncan Terrace and Duncan Place. It should be noted that the large, old willow tree on Duncan Street, 
just south of Duncan Place, should be preserved in the interests of maintaining an important natural "place maker" 
which provides relief within a fairly gritty urban streetscape. 


In terms of late 19th century historic styles, 13,15 Dickens Street represents a double house which, despite its 
vinyl siding, retains Stick Style treatments at the attic gable, including barge board treatments with large circular 
bosses and incised detail. 


60-68 Dickens Street represents an important exception to this area's wood frame, cottage scale mule in terms of 
representative housing. Here, three contiguous yellow brick apartments dating to the first decade of the 20th century, 
Serve as "gate way structures" to this area, situated as they are next to the MBTA railroad bridge at Clayton and 
Dickens Street. Originally, 64 and 68 Dickens Street had stores on the first floor (now exhibiting infill 
materials). In terms of design, these apartments represent pretty standard fare for any Boston neighborhood but are of 
interest here because of their anomalous position within an area of small wood frame dwellings. Their appealing 
design qualities include key stone arch entrances, copper - paneled 2-story oriels (64 and 68), bow fronts (64 and 68) 
and boldly rendered corbeled cornices. 


Situated along the east side of Clayton Street, adjacent to the MBTA Red Line tracks are several brick and wood 
industrial buildings, the most noteworthy of which is the former Beacon Lithographic Co. at 60 Clayton Street. 


Returning to the St. Ambrose Roman Catholic Church complex at 240 Adams Street, it should be noted 
that the present church was built ca. mid-1980s replacing the original church which was consumed in a fire. The 
onginal Gothic Revival church was built between 1915 and 1921 from designs provided by Dorchester architect 
W.H. Mc Ginty. The rectory next door was constructed in 1928-1929 under the leadership of Father 
Harrigan.Constructed of brick and granite and designed in the Georgian Revival style, this rectangular building rises 
three stories to a flat roof. At the center of the main facade is an open brick entrance porch which projects from a 
recessed 3-bay wall. Flanking the entrance bay are 2-bay wings. This building's facades are enlivened by boldly 
rendered windoe lintels with wedge shaped lintels accented by granite keystones and corer stones. This building 
culminates in a molded metal comice accented by modillion blocks and surmounted by a low parapet.Set back fifty 
feet from the street, this building contains about twenty rooms. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
VottH Este R~ ex 


Property Name: St. Ambrose/Fields Crnr E. 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


The present St. Ambrose Roman Catholic Church at 248 Adams Street , built during the mid 1980s , evokes 
something of the design sensibility of the onginal church. The original church 's main facade featured square pinacle 
topped towers flanking a facade gable with three entrances set within pointed Gothic Revival arches as well as a great 
arched window at the second story, the upper portion of which contained a rose window. The old church was "in the 
English Gothic Style, built of brick with granite tinmmings." The current church evokes the English Gothic stylistic 
sensibility via a single square pinnacle topped tower. It is constructed of brick and exhibits granite timmings.It is in 
the form of a Latin Cross. The rectory of St. Ambrose, however, survives from the construction of the original 
church complex and dates to 1928-29. The rectory is situated at 236 Adams Street and its main facade is set back 
SO feet from the street. It is designed in the Georgian Revival style. Possessing an irregular form, its symmetrically 
fenestrated nine bay facade exhibits a recessed three bay central bay which 1s fronted by an open porch. The gray 
granite timmings are quite emphatic with windows set off by large key and comer stones. This building culminates in 
a deep modillion block cornice , low parapet and flat roof. Together with the church, St. Ambrose rectory provides a 
memorable introduction to an area of modestly scaled dwellings which constitute a gritty working class residential 
section on the eastern edge of the Fields Corner commercial district. 


Historical Narrative continued 


9/11 Dickens Street is one of the oldest houses on this street. Extant by 1874, it was apparently built by John 
Colter, carpenter, who may well have been responsible for the construction of a number of houses in this area. Colter 
lived here until at least 1910. By the early 1930's an Andrew J. Supple, machinist lived here. Colter also owned the 
interesting Suck style double house next door at 13/15 Dickens Street which was built c.1880. A John A. 
Chisholm, carpenter, lived at #13 Dickens in 1933, continuing Colter's link with the local building trades. Leonard 
Street 's housing stock represents a "mixed bag" of mostly altered rectangular, T and L-shaped 1.5 and 2.5 story 
dwellings with little in the way of omamentation with the exception of Italianate saw cut door hoods. The most 
memorable streetscape in the area consists of the 1.5 story Italianate/Mansard row at 42-78 Leonard Street with 
their narrow front yards, narrow 2-bay main facades, straight sided mansard roofs with pairs of cornice headed 
dormers. These houses provide a kind of "back bone" for the district and proudly emphasize the working class 
character of the area. This row was extant by 1874. At that time four of the units were owned by Charles S. 
Greenwood and six of the units were owned by John Mc Donald, while the remaining houses were the property of a 
variety of individual owners. Leonard Street was not cut through to Adams Street until the early 1900s, initially 
running westward from Clayton Street as far as Duncan Street. Leonard Street was finally cut through to Adams 
Street after the demise of William Gordon's green houses which stood on the north side of the present day St. 
Ambrose Rectory. Gordon Place, off the north side of Leonard is all that remains of the Gordon name in this area 
and its workers houses deserve further study as possible housing for Gordon's green house workers. Boston 
Directories shed little light on the owners and/or occupants of Clayton Street's collection of single- family 
Italianate/Mansard cottages: 43 Clayton Street was built by 1874 and was originally owned by a J. Hunt. By 
1884 Bedford, Ma real estate broker Orrin W. Fiske owned this house, evidently as an investment property. By the 
1930's an electrician named Patrick A. Brown. 
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VENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Community: Form No: 
—DoettHEesTre R DR 


Property Name: St. Ambrose/Field's Crnr E. 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative 


owned 43 Clayton Street. Another Italianate /Mansard cottage on Clayton dating to at least the early 1870s is 

65 Clayton Street. Boston Directories did not list occupations for this house's early owners including Jonathan B. 
Mathews (1870s), H.B. Warren (1880s) and James Chambers who owned this property from the 1890s untl at least 
the 1930s. Similarly, information on owners of the L-shaped Mansard at 67 Clayton is sketchy with a Jonathan 
Sully owning this property during the 1870s, the heirs of T.W. Hoxie owning it in the 1880's, and vanous Wiltons 
(George H. Wilton,clerk, owning this house from the 1890's until at least the 1930's. Apartment living was 
introduced to this area during the early 1900's in the form of three contiguous multi family brick buildings at 60-68 
Dickens Street. Residents included widow's, retired persons and shoe workers. 


The St. Ambrose Roman Catholic Church site, during the 1870s-early 1900s represented a microcosm of the 
rest of the neighborhood. During that period, the double house and stable of Edward F. Pierce occupied the future 
church's site while the rectory's land contained the T-shaped house of Horace M. Holt. By the 1880s, Pierce's 
property encompassed six wooden structures plus a large stable. By 1910, C. Eaton Pierce owned seven wooden 
structures and two stables on the site of the future church. The first St. Ambrose Church was built under the direction 
of Rev. John H. Harrigan beginning in 1915. Rev. Harnigan had organized this church in 1914. It was designed by 
Dorchester resident W. H. Mc Ginty who lived for many years on Percival Street. By 1915, the lower church was 
completed and ready for occupancy. The upper church was begun in 1920 and completed in 1921. The onginal 
church contained an organ by Hook and Hastings of Waltham. The stained glass windows were made in Munich. 
The current church was built during the mid 1980s. 


The rectory at 236 Adams Street was built in 1928-29. Containing about 20 rooms, the rectory encompassed an 
office, reception room, dinning room and kitchen. The second and third floors contained apartments for the clergy. In 
1929, 4,000 parishoners belonged to St. Ambrose parish. 
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:248 Adams St. i 


258 Adams St. 


: 13/15 Dickens St. 
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This list gives address ranges covered 
by the inventoried area. It is not a 
building-by-building data sheet. Sze 
narrative and photos for building- 
specific information. 
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FORM A- AREA 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission IYN-14 Pere | 


80 Boylston Strect 
Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll negative(s 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
| inventery forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 

| north. 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 
Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 


Name of Area Mill Street / Clam Point 
Present Use Residential 


Construction Dates or Peniod c. 1830-1910 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations modern suburban 


housing along Everdean 
Acreage 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 


gh: rei Bee Wee! a = © 7) gt =a wees eee ae ——--- i? we eee 
4 O0 7, | ene ees ee : 
ql [ 7 7 tf ' : 6 ' 7 
; is : i. i! Dep » e jo a ; 7 
z Y, oh —_ f 7 1c 
- a , a ® 
in) of aii A ores to wid eat let 2 -# NDIA AN 
inmaainiens’ >? lieirtatelPl eyeaiey 
“ : os 12 ft te 
7 OLS alo rt eee 
; ANAaeAi P- i, {ei baal a awoTt esha a5 
ak ene aeaaraniereameaeds Ye i 7 


A i, PA A 


___ Ao wy hoawhodda ran psa . 7 


Be «Sie wider bru doold "2 
Vie 10) airs de bee mt wWew ond agen 
YA bas So real new . | 


Oe ee re re 


10 net a Pa itA soTA to omal 


arr ee | Qs) "4 LAONN, ‘ \ b¥ rbd, IAA * sft fy 
{ | +. SOVRRRG, Haver tiian, sh yy LAE 
leprobies Al el) froteT \ b yyy 


ee. Mio Paes wi ai 


et et te en eR NN MA a aS SY ce NN 


G10 i DESL bores w 2vied nodcuniennD ; 
ee: ee pee: ner 
asi boog ____. wodibagl HeyovO 
tas - 
eee! AM el RR NEN — v3 
f ibs | . bre «non A 
uadiydive momar snout A bas ssomuinl wy! bal ) 


‘e i 
Seed iblhisciieadeetleares raanipbeCaeetbett ADDL pe cacesidingnine — WBETTIAA, 


EE. WE histone > | 
avian) pala | mpd rome i biegeoh ner ty alga 


Pas eee in) ; 


sen cto) > 


AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
Architecturally, the Mill SUClam Pt. Arca is most noteworthy for its collection of substantial Italianate and 
Italianate Mansard residences. A number of these houses retain amplc lots, stables, granite gate posts, mid 
Victonan dniveway configurations . Indeed, this arca might be said to have the most cohesive, intact colllection 
of mansion-scale mid- 19th- century housing in Dorchester.That this area has maintained such a high degree of 
Victonan charm has a great deal to do with its oasis-like isolauion, surrounded as it is by railroad’tracks (west 
and north), the Southeast Expressway / William T. Mornscy Boulevard (north and cast) and Victory Road on 
the south. To further clarify the boundaries of this area for the purposes of this survey, it is circumscribed by 
the back lot lines of Park Street on the north (just short of Freeport Street), the back lot lines of Everett Street on 
the cast, the back lot lines of Mill Street, Ashland Street and Blanche Strect (as far as #30) on the southcast 
while the southern boundary follows a rather irregular path up and down lot lines bordering Blanche, Green 
Hill and Mill Streets (technically Victory Road is the southern boundary of this area but its building stock tends 
to be undistinguished mid- 20th- century residential, commercial and light industnal structures). The western 
side of this area borders the New York, New Haven and Hartford /Old Colony Railroad tracks. 


In terms of architectural styles, a handful of houses with Federal and Greek Revival characteristics are located 
here and there along Park, Everett, Ashland and Mill Streets.The Italianate style in this area is usually employed 
in tandem with the mansard roof and is typically located along Park , Ashland and Everett Streets. Very 


cuhctantial Italianate Mancard hancino ic lacated in the vicinitw af Green Hill and Mill Streetc 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

The Mill St/Clam Point area figures but little in the annals of Dorchester History until the 1830s. Dorchester 
historian William Dana Orcutt notes that during the 1630s and 4's,the southerly part of Harrison Square was 
called "Captain's Neck" or "Hawkins Neck" in honor of Captain Thomas Hawkins, a prominent ship builder, 
navigator and large landholder in Dorchester. One of the freemen of Dorchester and a member of the artillery 
company, Hawkins died in 1648. During the 18th century, the Tileston grist mill was constructed on Tenean 
Creek just inland from Dorchester Bay and the westerly end of Mill Street (now part of Victory Road) was cut 
through from Adams Street as the mill's access road. 


The story of Mill Street / Clam Point's intial residential development in the 1830s, is closely linked with 
economic development at Commercial Point to the east, now the site of the Boston Gas Company gas tanks. 
Until early 20th century landfill, Clam Point was partially seperated from Commercial Point by a body of water 
called Barque Warwick Creek.Clam Point, in turn, was seperated from the rest of Dorchester by the meandering 
Tenean Creek, another body of water lost to landfill and highway projects. While Commercial Point's 19th century 
architectural appearance has been completely obliterated, Clam Point, in contrast, is one of the most intact mid- 

_ 19th- century residential areas in Dorchester. Its building boom of the late 1840's and 50's was triggered 

_ primarily by the arrival of the Old Colony Railroad to this area in 1844. This railroad linked Boston with Plymouth 

_ and opened up Clam Point to residential development by affluent commuters. 


As with Port Norfolk, Clam Point has significant historical associations with the important mid 19th century 
_ architect Luther Briggs who designed several houses in the area and is credited with the layout of Mill, Ashland, 
_ Park, Beach and Everett Streets. 


- BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases-1794,1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898 1910,1918,1933 

Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

"Clam Point"-Boston Landmarks Commission publication-BLC files 

Orcutt, William Dana, Good Old Dorchester, 1893 

Vanous Authors, The Dorchester Book Illustrated, 1899 

Old Time New England, S.P.N.E.A. Winter-Spring, 1977 Vol. LX VII, Nos 3-4-Luther Briggs, by Ed 
Zimmer; Anthony M. Sammarco, “History: Before the gas tanks, there was thriving Commercial Point" 
-DCN- 10/8/1993 


[| Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Cnitena Statement Form. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
“Do Mert ESTE DS 
Property Name: Mill Street/Clam Point 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


development of modestly scaled Queen Anne houses borders Blanche Street. The Stick Style, popular during the 
1870s and early 1880s, is surprisingly well represented for an area that was was substantially built up by the 1850s. 
A full- blown Stick Style house, complete with overlays of vertical and horizontal boards, fret -work at the front 
porch's transon and turned posts stands at 15 Blanche Street. Other noteworthy Stick houses in this area include 
8 Everett Street and 50 Everdean Street. The Colonial Revival, so prevalent elsewhere in Dorchester 1s 
virtually absent at Mill Street/ Clam Point and is relegated to a few elements at 88 Mill Street and 22 Elm 
Street. The Craftsman style is represented in a rather modest way at 20 Elm Street. At 9 Park Street, a 
Tapestry Brick house that would appear more at home on Pasadena Road in the Grove Hall section of Dorchester, 
was built on the site of an earlier house during the 1920s. 


The oldest houses in the area are 19 Ashland Street (by 1830) and #32 Mill Street which was built in 
1831. At first glance, 19 Ashland Street appears to be an Italianate house of the 1850s but its brick portion 
pre-dates 1830. Standing with narrow brick gable to the street, its wooden lateral additions form a T-shape. Evidently 
, this house was built as a 5-bay house, two pile brick house. 32 Mill Street isa 5-bay , 2 pile late Federal, farm 
house possesses a center entry and is enclosed by a gable roof. Another c. 1830 Federal house worthy of further 
study is the L-shaped wood frame structure at 13 Everett, corner of Elm. 


The most substantial house in this areais 21 Mill Street, one of the most extraordinary Greek Revival houses in 
Dorchester by virtue siting, design, massing, and elements. It is the center piece of an area of high quality mid-late 
19th century houses which includes #'s 26/28 Mill Street (Stick Style), 29 Mill Street (towered Queen Anne), 
30 Mill Street (Stick Style) and 19 Mill Street (brick and wood Italianate). #21 Mill Street is composed of a 
3-bay , double pile main block with perpendicular wing. It is situated near the center of an ample corner lot, part of 
which is enclosed by the sweeping curve of Ashland Street. Shaded by "ancient" trees, this house provides a glimpse 
of Mill Street/Clam Point at the beginning of its development as an early “rail road suburb" of Boston. Stylistically, 
this house is Greek Revival verging on the Regency style, with its center pavillion , wide corner boards and 
pedimented gables. The Federal style is alluded to in the lunette windows of the attic. Both this houses's main (Mill 
Street) and Ashland Street facades feature Ionic columned porches. More modestly scaled Greek Revival housing 
appear at 7 Everett Street and 1 Ashland Street. 


The most substantial example of the Italianate style in this areais 31 Mill Street. Set on alow, pedestal-like rise, 
this house 's main facade exhibits a tall and narrow center pavillion which projects from a 3-bay, two pile main block 
with perpendicular one- and two- story ells. A chamfered and bracketed verandah encircles its northeast comer with 
a front door at the center pavillion set within a well molded segmental arch. To the rear of this house is a large, 
_Temarkably intact stable. 


Cupola-topped Italianate / Mansard residences provided mid-century home owners with harbor views and present-day 
residents with distinctive, "place making" residences situated amidst still-ample tree-shaded lawns. 


23 Park Street is characterised by T-shaped form and rusticated walls, with porches at the front and sides. Its 
_ porches feature chamfered and bracketed posts. Rising to a height of 2.5 stories this handsome house is enclosed by 


a bracketed, bell cast mansard roof with square cupola.. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DP Oates Tre DS 


Property Name: Mill Street /Clam Point 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Similarly, 40 Mill Street possesses a_ three -bay, two pile main block with a perpendicular wing. The edges of 
the center pavillion and main block are boldly outlined with modillion blocks. This house culminates in a hipped roof 
with octagonal cupola 


Unfortunately, the cupola -topped house at 44 Mill Street (1872) has been greatly altered by vinyl siding, but 
enough of its onginal siting and form survives to place it within its period of construction. 


In addition to the aforementioned cupola-crowned show places, well-preserved, less ornate examples of the 
Italianate/Mansard style are still extantat 2 and 14 Everett Street. Built in 1859, 2 Everett Street is 
noteworthy for its well- rendered trimmings, including molded window and door enframents, guilloche comice 
molding and scroll profile dormer enframents. In recent years, a later, enclosed, two- story porch addition has been 
removed and the main facade has been expertly recreated. The Italianate/Mansard house at 14 Everett Street isa 
substantial , T-shaped residence that was adapted for reuse at the-turm- of -the- century as a summer hotel. 


The Queen Anne style tends to be represented in the Mill Street area by modestly scaled residences that were built in 
clusters along northeastern Mill Street ( 4-18) and along Blanche Street ( 2 and 6) are fairly well preserved 
examples of compact, well crafted c.1890 Queen Anne housing ). The one truly substantial, exhuberant Queen Anne 
residence in this area anchors the southwest comer of Mill and Ashland Streets--20 Mill Streets stands on an 
ample, hedge- lined lot, its distinctive corner tower, encircling veranday and swepping gambrel profile presiding over 
an intersection at the heart of an architecturally distinguished node of residences. 


Mill Street / Clam Point was substantially developed with residences by 1900. Occaisionally, three-deckers were 
built on the side yards of older houses bordering Ashland Street but little in the way of early 20th century domestic 
architecture is in evidence in this area. One exception to this nule is the boxy, Tapestry Brick two-family that was 
built at 9 Park Street c. 1925-30. All that remains of an earlier house on this lot are granite gate posts. 
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NVENTORY M CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Sceretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DORCHESTER DS 


Property Name: Mill Street/Clam Point 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 

In 1800, the Commercial Point peninsula was purchased by Joseph Newell and Ebenczer Niles. Initiatally, mills and 
manufactories were planned for Commercial Point but opposition from the owners of the old Tileston Mill forced 
Newell and Niles to commence shipbuilding at the Point. This enterprise was short lived and no physical evidence 
remains to document Newell and Niles wharves, ware houses, and residences.In 1832, a syndicate was formed by 
Boston businessmen for the promotion of whale and cod oil at Commercial Point. The principals involved were 
Nathaniel Thayer, Elisha Preston and Charles O. Whitemore. This syndicate owned 20 schooners , of which the" 
Belle" and the "Preston" were built on the Point. The most famous ship associated with Commercial Point was the 
"Charles Carroll" which the Dorchester whaling fleet acquired in 1832. Built in 1828, in Newburyport, this ship 
returned from a four year trip to the Pacific with 2,000 barrels of sperm oil and large quantities of whalebone. 


It was against this colorful backdrop of whaling and fishing at Commercial Point that the Mill Street Clam Point area 
began to be built up with residences during the early 1830's. Although the whaling and fishing industry at 
Commercial Point lasted until only 1840, the coming of the Old Colony Railroad through the area in 1844, insured 
that Mill Street/Clam Point's house construction would continue and in fact escalate during the years leading up to the 
Civil War. Just as no physical evidence remains of the early 19th century Newell and Niles years at Commercial 
Point, no above ground evidence remains to document the Thayer, Preston and Whittemore cooper shops, stores for 
hardware and ship chandlery. 


32 Mill Street and 19 Ashland Street represent the oldest extant housing at Mill Street/Clam Point. Both houses 
appear on the 1831 Map of the Towns of Dorchester and Milton. The Federal Style residence at 32 Mill Street was the 
home of Elisha Preston, a merchant involved in the West India Trade and one of the major figures in the Commercial 
Point whaling industry. Originally occupying a large tract of land which remained in the family through the 1870's, 
by mid -century this house was the residence of John Preston, the owner of a chocolate and cocoa mill located on 
Commercial Point. As late as 1874, the Preston House was the only house on its block. This estate encompassed a 
stable and formal gardens. By 1884, Charles H. Nute, partner in Folsom, Nute and Newell," tailors trimmings' 
owned this house.This house remained in the Nute family until at least 1910. From c.1915 until at least the early 
1930's, this house was owned by Mrs. Julia F. O'Neil. 


19 Ashland Street is one of two remaining brick Federal style houses in Dorchester. Built c. 1830 for a member 
of Dorchester's Withington family, it was evidently purchased by Nathaniel F. Safford, counsellor, at some point in 
the mid 19th century. From 1874 until 1898, Sarah K. Safford is listed as its owner.Later owners included William 
Small (early 1900's, Hazel L. Tomlinson (1910's) and, by the early 1930's a D. Santoro, is listed as this property's 
owners. 


4 Everdean Street is said to date to the early 1830's but a closer , on site study, is needed to ascertain the date of 
this much altered residence. (continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Sceretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Doren ESTER. bs 


Property Name: Mill Street / Clam Point 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


A major surge of development occurred in the Mill Street and Commercial Point areas after 1844. In that year, the Old 
Colony Railroad was opened for travel between Boston and Plymouth . Mill Street/Clam Point's local train station 
was located near the present MBTA underpass at Park and Beach Streets at Harrison Square. Ashland, Park, Everett 
and Elm Streets were surveyed by Dorchester architect Luther Briggs, Jr. during the early 1840s. Between 1845 and 
1870, this street grid was built - up with monumental residences, several of which were designed by Briggs and 
retain their onginal appearance, as well as siting on large, deep, heavily landscaped lots. Briggs' career as an architect 
is closely tied with developments bordering the Old Colony Railroad line in Dorchester. He lived for many years at 
Port Norfolk, Dorchester, a neighborhood served by this railroad line. Like Clam Point, Port Norfolk encompasses 
several Briggs-designed buildings Additionally, he was the architect of Old Colony President Nathan Carruth's 
mansion (demolished) atop Carruth's Hill, Dorchester. He is known to have designed several town houses in the 
South End section of Boston , including the South End Historical Society headquarters at 532 Union Park. 


The architecturally significant Greek Revival mansion at 21 Mill Street provides physical evidence of families of 
considerable means living in this area during the late 1840s. It was built for Elisha T. Loring c.1848. Bom in 
Barnstable, MA in 1804, Loring was active for half- a -century in the tin and copper trade with South American ports. 
He owned a fleet of vessels which developed into the National Dock Company, located at East Boston. Elisha Loring 


~ owned 21 Mill Street until his death in 1889. Loring's heirs owned this property until they sold it c. 1895 to Franklin 


King of E.F. King and Company, wholesale druggists. King's main residence once stood next door on the site of the 
present Byme playground. In addition to being a wholesale druggist, King was active in the paint and oil trade and 
was a major Boston area real estate developer. King Square, Dorchester was named in his honor. King died c. 1900 
and this house was subsequently purchased by Francis W. Wilson, consulting engineer. By the early 1930s, this 
property may have been operated as a boarding house with Mary Budzinski, widow of Paul, renting out rooms to 
Phillip Budzinski, Arthur F. Jewett, manager, Elmer V. Toomey and George Wickstrom, clothing designer. At some 
point during the early 20th century, King's no longer extant residence on the Byme Playground parcel was operated 


_ as the Massachusetts Homeopathic Hospital. This conversion from home to hospital reflects the decline of 
_ Clam Point as a bastion of well-to -do commuters. Prior to the introduction of landfill for the Southeast Expressway 


Dorchester Bay was located only one block from 21 Mill Street and surely the hospital's location attracted recovering 


_ patients. 


_ Mill Street/Clam Point's Greek Revival housing has suffered over time from alterations or have dissapeared without a 
_ trace. The asbestos shingle covered Greek Revival residence at 1 Ashland Street was built c.1850 and was owned 


by Woodmans (1850s), Reids (1870s), Prestons (1880s), and Gilrains (1930s). 7 Everett Street is a Greek 


_ Revival house attributed to the architect Joseph C. Howard. It appears on the 1859 Walling map labeled H.S. Bleney. 
_ By 1870, this house was owned by a Robert Pierce. During the 1880s and 90s, it was owned by the George Lovett 

_ trustees. Around the turn- of -the -century, it was owned by Charles P.Wright whose office was located at 19 

| Exchange Place , Boston. August G. Roedel, decorator, lived here by 1910. Evidence that there was a sizeable 


Italian community living here by the early 1930's is reinforced by home owners such as Anna, widow of Antonio 
Scalia who is listed at 7 Everett Street in 1933. The Late Federa I/ Greek Revival residence at 13 Everett Street 
dates to the c. mid 1840's and was the home of Axel Dearborn, owner of an iron forge at Commercial Point and 
manufacturer of car axels, cranks and locomotives. By 1874, this house was one of several properties in the Mill 
Street/Clam Point area owned by wealthy Boston and Dorchester businessman Franklin King. From the 1880's until 
at least 1910, Eliza M. Carr owned this house. By the World War I era, Morris Herwitch (1918) and Frank L. 
Metcalf, variety store owner owned 13 Everett Street. 
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VENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoRcHESTER Dg 


Property Name: Mill Street / Clam Point 


Indicate each item on inventory torm which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


While Mill StreeUClam Point continued to evolve at mid- century as a genteel community of villas with 
well-landscaped grounds, a gntter world of forges, a chocolate manufactury as well as lumber and coal yards, was 
thnving to the east at Commercial Point. On the western side of Mill Street/Clam Point, a local commercial center 
had been established at the Harmson Square depot which included the Mattapan Bank, a bowling saloon, the 
Mattapan Library and a provisions store. 


By mid-century, Mill Street was well on its way to being the premiere residential street in the area. Already standing 
were Italianate houses at 31, 33, 37 and 41 Mill Street which provided over very deep lots with generous, 
uniform set backs from the street and rear property lines bordering the commuter railroad tracks. 


#31 Mill Street's owner during the 1850's was a B. Converse.Its lot originally encompassed that of 29 Mill Street. 
This house is said to have been remodelled by architect Luther Briggs, Jr. during the 1860's. By 1874, George K. 
Guild of the George C. Richardson Co, 178 Devonshire Street, Boston owned this property. Evidently, 31 was a 
summer residence as his principal residence is listed as 30 Chester Square in Boston's South End. During the 1890s 
and early 1900s it was owned by Austin W. Wheeler who was engaged in a "feather and bedding" concern at 63 and 
65 Hanover Street, Boston Street. By the World War I era, Bertha and Abraham A. Schimmel owned this house. Mr. 
Schimmel' bedding business was called the Metropolitan Mattress Company at 47 Wareham Street, Boston. By 
1933, this house was occupied by Agnes and Joseph Mazdinski, furnace repair, Frank S. Jones, type writer repair 
and Grace and Everett Houghton. 


#33 Mill Street was built in 1844 (placque on house) , possibly for a T. S. Mitchell. By 1874 it was owned by a 


_ Benjamin F. Wilson and during the 1880s and most of the 90s, it was owned by jeweler James M. Longstreet. 


Boston restauranteur August Dierkes family owned this house from the 1890s until at least the early 1930s. 


Built in 1848, 37 Mill Street 's owner during the 1850s was an I. Robinson. By 1874, it was the home of Josiah 


_H. Carter, partner in the Boston real estate firm of Bames and Carter. Later owners included E.T. Milliken (1884), 


William H. Schiff , President of W.H. Schiff and Co., "manufactureres of chemicals and colors" (1890s), Edith 
Greenseid (1910) and Emma C. and William H. Thayer, treasurer, shoe and leather Mercantile Agency, 183 Essex 
Street. 


41 Mill Street was owned by an H. D. Morse during the 1850s. During the 1870s this house's ownership is 


unclear. From the early 1880s until c.1900, Dollie E. Foster owned this house. During the 1910's a watchmaker 
_ named Joseph Maysles owned this property. Directory listings for 1933 reveal that 41s occupation status followed 


the neighborhood trend toward multi- occupancy, representing the impact of the Depression and the unfeasibility of 
a single family maintaining a mansion scale residence . By the early 1930s, Annie Markaskie, Mrs. Paul Dary, Mrs 


_ Ida Duke and Mrs Francis V. Mackin are all listed at this address. 


Park Street was also developed as a street of large Italianate residences during the late 1840s and SOs. Extending 
eastward from the depot at Harnson Square to the wharves of Commercial Street and Dorchester Bay, Park Street was 
lined with nine structures by 1859. Among these buildings was the Luther Briggs -designed Charles Jenkins House at 
23 Park Street. This house was remodelled by Briggs in 1866. During the 1860's and 70s, Rebecca T. and Theron 
V. Shaw lived here. He was a business partner in a shoe and leather trade along with Joseph C. Lindsley of #25-27 
Park Street and Rufus Gibbs who lived at 8 Elm Street during the 1880s. 
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VENTORY FORM CONTINUATION EET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DorcHEsrehr.~ DIT) 
Property Name: Mill Street/Clam Point 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Later owners of #23 Park Street included Luther D. Shepherd, dentist, 100 Boylston Street, Boston, (1880's), and 
James W. Calnan, liquors, 321 Tremont Street and 98 Pleasant Street (1890's). From the early 1900's until at least 
the early 1930's, #23 was the residence of Rose D. and John J. Murphy, treasurer, Star Manufacturing and 
Producing Co., 69 Shirley Street, Roxbury. 


_ The much altered Italianate house at 25/27 Park Street is attributed to Luther Bnggs (early photographs are said to 


show entrance and window treatments similar to those of #23 Park which is a documented Briggs-designed house). 
It was built during the 1850's for Joseph C. Lindsley, ardent abolitionist and president of one of Boston's leading 


_ shoe and leather businesses. This house is said to have served as an underground railroad way station for Afro- 


Americans escaping slavery. Another Briggs-designed house ts 2 Everett Street, corner of Park Street , 
which was built in 1859 for Benjamin Manson. The Greek Revival /Italianate residence at 13 Park Street was 
owned by a Mrs. E.H. Preston during the 1850's and during the 1860's-80's was the property of insurance broker 
John J. Loring of Loring and Clark, 15 Kilby Street, Boston. From the 1890's until the 1920's, this house was 
owned by Hannah F. Abbott and her heirs. By 1933, Mrs. Mary Giacobbe owned this property. 17 Park Street is 
an Italianate house that was owned by a C. Ranstead during the 1850's. By the late 1860's, it was owned by Rachel 
and William Everett , partner in Williams and Everett looking glasses and picture frames, 294 Washington Street. 
Rachel Everett lived here until the early 1900's. Margaret Norris, widow of Frederick owned this house by 1910. 


During the Depression, Mary Klepaki, Gino Boldrighini, "lab" and Ernest A. Sofulis, chef resided at this address. 


During the mid- 19th- century, more modest Italianate style houses were built along Elm and Ashland Streets. 


9 Ashland Street, for example was the home of bookkeeper Thomas J. Allen from the 1850's to the end of the 


century. Partially intact is a node of middle class Italianate housing on Elm Street between Ashland and the railroad 


tracks. Still extant from the mid-century are the homes of Pierces (#6 Elm Street), Whitons (#5 Elm Street) and 


Andrews (#2 Elm Street). 


& 


The area east and south of Mill Street was not developed until after the Civil War. During the 1870's and 1880's, the 


_ Preston estate was subdivided into house lots and three imposing residences were built on the south side of Mill 
Street. The substantial mansard house at 42 Mill Street was built c.1870 for Charles F. Burditt, a dealer in 


hardware and cutlery whose business was advertised as the "Largest Builders' Hardware Dealers East of New York". 
Adjacent to the Burditt House, at 44 Mill Street, is a mansard-roofed residence with a domed cupola and period 
carriage house. This house was built around 1872 for Albe C. Clarke, a successful Boston attorney and a long- time 


_ Dorchester resident who moved from Port Norfolk to Clam Point. Clarke, along with Elisha Loring of 21 Mill Street 


were staunch opponents of the annexation of Dorchester to the City of Boston in 1870. Across Greenhill Street at 
40 Mill Street is a hip roofed, hexagonal cupola -topped Italianate of c.1882. It was built for Boston businessman 


William H. L. Smith. Later owners of #40 Mill included an Esther W. Smith (turn -of- the- century), Bartholomew 


J. Crowley, treasurer, 239 South Street (1910s) and Mary E. Crowley (1920s and 3's). After the Burditt family 's 
Tesidency at 42 Mill Street ended around 1900, this house passed to Bessie O. Howell (1910s), Isabel A. and 
James Mc Henry , saleman (late 1910s) and Pauline and John Nelson , vice president of John Nelson Co., carpenters 
(1930s). 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoRCHESTER DS 
Property Name: Mill Street/Clam Point 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Luther Briggs was not the only important local 19th century architect whose work is represented at Mill Street / Clam 
Point. The Stick style 26-28 Mill Street was built for Mary E. Noyes c.1879 from designs provided by Dorchester 
architect John A.Fox. Fox's work is well represented in the Ashmont section of Dorchester. 26-28 Mill Street 
occupies the site of earlier Noyes family houses dating back to the early 19th century. 


By the 1880's, the Preston lands east of Mill Street had been broken up into house lots and overlaid with a grid of 
streets encompassing the eastem end of Ashland, Greenhill, Everdean and the upper section of Blanche Street. 
Onginally called Harrison Street, Blanche Street was intended to run to Ashland Street. Its path was altered to tum 
west at a night angle, running one short block to Everdean Street. 6 Blanche Street was built c.1890 over what 
was intended to be the eastern extension of Blanche Street. Its original owner was John Small, designer. From the 
early 1900s until at least the early 1930s, it was owned by Thomas S. Connorton of Police Division 2. Blanche 
Street was built up with modest Queen Anne houses exemplified by 2 Blanche Street built during the early 1890s 
for Carne A. Wright. Abbie F. and Walter A. Bemis resided at 2 Blanche from c.1898 until at least the early 
1930s. Walter A. Bemis was a manager for the New England Buff Co., 95 Albany Street , Boston. The oldest 
house on this streetis 15 Blanche Street. Designed in the Stick Style and built for Sarah B. Cutler by 1884. it 
was later home to Dexter J. Cutler of D.J. Cutler Coal and Wood Co., 420 Freeport Street, Commercial Point, 
Dorchester. From the 1910s until at least the early 1930s, this property was owned by Margaret T. and Roderick H. 
Mac Neil, carpenter. Also built during the early 188's is the substantial Queen Anne house at 43 Mill Street which 
was built for Boston businessman Erastus Willard. 


Boston and Dorchester Atlases provide evidence to suggest that Mill Street/ Clam Point enjoyed growth as a summer 
_ Tesort during the 1890s. By 1898, 14 Everett Street had been converted from a private residence to a summer 
hotel called the Russell House. It was built in the Italianate Mansard style during the 1860s for S. Packard Freeman 
of Freeman and Co., cotton brokers. The late 90s marked the time that the Frank Humphreys' house at 3 Mill Street 
(demolished) was converted into a summer lodging house called Ellsmere. The Ellsmere property, in addition to a 

_ Mansion, encompassed two small houses, two stables, as well as Ellsmere Hall which was attached to the larger of 

_ the two stables. Unlike the Russell House, Ellsmere was waterfront property located directly across the street from 

_ the Dorchester Yacht Club on Freeport Street , between Mill and Park Streets. The yacht club was extant by 1894. 


_ As late as the 1890s, an architecturally ambitious residence was constructed at 29 Mill Street, corner of Ashland. 
_It was built for Washington Libby Krogman, salesman. Krogman is listed in 1890 as a boarder at 90 Pembroke Street 
in Boston's South End. By 1894 he is listed as the owner of 29 Mill Street.. By 1910, Thomas F. Mc Manus lived 
_here. By the Depression -era, Ursula Raulinaitus, widow of Andrew is listed at this address. The style and substance 
of 29 Mill Street was an anomaly compared to Clam Point's more modest turn-of-the-century Queen Anne houses 

_ built along the northern end of Mill Street near Freeport (Commercial) Street. Representative of speculator built 
housing from this period is 18 Mill Street. During the 1870's its lot was part of the William H. Boynton estate. 
Built c.1890-94, #18 Mill Street was one of four contiguous houses owned by James H.Stark and Frederick J. Stark 
The former was president of the Photo Electrotype Company while the latter 's occupation is listed as Cashier, 477 
Washington Street. The Starks were the owner-residents of the unusual brick Gothic/Italianate house at 252/254 
Grampian Way in the Savin Hill section of Dorchester.By the World War I -era Mary A. and William A. Rumpf 
owned 18 Mill Street. Mr. Rumpf was a commercial merchant at 157 Federal Street, Boston. By 1933, Patrick J. 
Galvin, auto mechanic owned this property. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DerpcenesrTeR vs 


Property Name: Mill Street/Clam Point 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which 1s being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


On the Victory Road- end of Everdean and Blanche Streets , small Queen Anne houses on lots of less than 2,000 
square fect completed the 19th century residential development of the Mill Street , Clam Point district. These dwellings 
include 20-30 and 19-35 Blanche Street as well as 74 to 84 Everdean Street. Here and there, 
three-deckers were built on the subdivided lots of earlier housing. The Colonial Revival three- deckers at 18,20 

and 22 Everett Street were builtin 1911 by Ambrosio Piotto. 


Dunng the first quarter of the twentieth century, this area became less of a Yankee Protestant stronghold as the 
wealthy Lorings, Kings and Humphreys passed from the scene and middle class Italian , Irish and Polish families 
purchased Mill Street / Clam Point's commodious residences. During the 1930s the trend seems to have been toward 
the creation of rental units in the larger houses, undoubtedly in response to the grim economic realities of the 
Depression. The decline of this area as an exclusive enclave of affluent commuters was also tied to the continued 
industnalization of Commercial Point and the gradual filling in of Barque Warwick Cove, Tenean Creek and the 
Dorchester Bay waterfront. The construction of the Old Colony Parkway (Morrissey Blvd.) and the Southeast 
Expressway (1950s) served to further distance Mill Street / Clam Point from the waterfront. 
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Property Address 
Mill Strack [CLAM 


Community 
Dorchester 


AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Mornsscy Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02125 
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FORM A- AR Assessor's Sheets USGS Quad Area Letter lorm Numbers in Arca 
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Massachusctts Historical Commission 14-14 souTtH 
80 Boylston Strect 


Boston, Massachusetts 02116 


Town Boston, MA 
Place(neighborhood or village) 
Photograph 
(3° x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) Dorchester 


Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 


buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left NameofArea_ King Square 


side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll | Construction Dates or Period 18th c.-1920 


Overall Condition good 


Present Use residential 


Major Intrusions and Alterations 


Acteage 


Sketch Map Recorded By ___ Edward W. Gordon 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Organization Boston Landmarks Comm 


Date (month/year) March, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
The King Square /Dix Strect arca represents a narrow, but sizcable cross-section of east central Dorchester 
extending from King Squarc, westerly to Dorchester Avenuc, taking in the entire length of Parkman Street and 
the eastern and western segments of Dix Street. Modest mid 19th century Greek Revival/[talianate dwellings 
lend a rural village sensibility to the streetscape, while the great historic architectural strength of this area is the 
development of substantial Italianate / Mansards bordering the eastern segment of Dix Street . Additionally, well 
crafted Queen Annes arc located on and around the King Square cross roads at Neponsct and Adams Streets. 
The Dorchester Avenuc end of this district features everything from an 18th -century dwelling (6 A/6B Parkman 
Strect), to a Greck Revival farm house (1623 Dorchester Avenue), an ensemble of Queen Anne/Colonial 
Revival 3-deckcrs (1600 to 1606 Dorchester Avenue) as well asa Craftsman style church at 1620 
Dorchester Avenue. 


The oldest house in this area, although not located on its orginal site is the | House at 6A/6B Parkman 
Street. This center chimney 5-bay , 2-pile, 2.5 story, clapboard- clad, frame dwelling exhibits a center entrance 
with Late Georgian enframents consisting of simple pilasters and pediment with return eaves. Its windows are 
set within raised moldings and contain 2/2 wood sash. This house is enclosed by a broad gable roof with a 
relatively massive chimney at either end of the roof ndge. Further east along Parkman Street are Italianate 
dwellings of note, including the wood- shingle covered upright and wing house at 12 Parkman Street and 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of th 
community. 

King Square refers to the Adams Street/Neponset Street cross roads and was named in honor of Boston merchants 
Franklin and Edward King who lived in nearby Harrison Square (Clam Point). Today, this area "feels" like it is 
at a fair distance from the coast but up until the early 20th century the eastern side of King Square bordered Tenean 
Creek which flowed into Dorchester Bay. An off shoot stream of this creek meandered through what is now the 
eastern sections of Parkman and Dix Streets. 


In the 17th century, the King Square area was part of the vast area south of Meeting House Hill known as the 
Great Lots. The oldest house in this area is #6 Parkman Street which may date to as early as the late 18th century 
and was moved to this lot between 1874 and 1884. (Further research is needed here).Otherwise most of the 
houSing in this area post dates the Civil War. As late as 1850, there were only three houses and the Third 
Universalist Church which stood at the southwest corner of Neponset Street and Victory Road. Founded around 
1850 and known as the Harrison Square Unitarian Church from 1875-1894, the church was later moved to 1620 
Dorchester Avenue, comer of Dix Street and was renamed Christ Church of Dorchester. Additionally, the 1850 
map of Dorchester shows the Greek Revival houses owned by J.W. Foster at 1623 Dorchester Avenue and R. 
Alden at 26 Neponset Avenue. Originally a farm house, 1623 Dorchester Avenue was the southern most of 
four c. 1840s houses owned by Eatons and Fosters on the west side of Dorchester Avenue. It passed from the 
Fosters to Annie Murphy at the turn-of-the-century. By the Depression era, J.and N. Ryan owned this house. 

26 Neponset Avenue is another survivor from the mid-19th century. It was owned by Ruel Alden from the 1840s 
until the 1880s. Between the 1890s and the World War I-era 26 Neponset was owned by Francis Loring. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases-1794,1830,1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918,1933 

Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

Tercentenary Committee-Dorchester_1630-Old and New-1930 

Tucci, Douglas Shand, Built in Boston, City and Suburb, (1978) 

Tucci Douglas Shand, The Gothic Churches of Dorchester 

Taxable Valuation of the Town of Dorchester, 1869 

Dorchester Community News, September 24, 1993, "Eddy and Sons Made Refri gerators in Dorchester for 
70 Years"-by A.M. Sammarco 


L] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Critenia Statement Form. 7192 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Seceretan’, Boston 


Community: 


DoeRe+t ESTER Dai 
Property Name: King Square 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued. 


22 Parkman Street with its 3-bay main facade, front door with heavy bracketed door hood and polygonal bay . An 
interesting Greek Revival /Italianate cottage is located at 36 Parkman Street. This 1.5 story 3-bay x 2-bay structure 
features a Center entrance which is surmounted by a door hood consisting of bold scroll brackets and flat roof. The 
Greek Revival Style 1s represented by a pair of pedimented dormers. 


The Italianate Mansard Style is well represented in a remarkably intact development of substantial 2.5 story L and 
T-shaped houses whose 3-bay main facades feature center entrances and open front porches with champfered posts 
and brackets. These houses 80-100 and 77-95 Dix Street along with 367 Adams Street are enclosed, for the 
most part by bell cast mansard roofs with some hip roofs in evidence.95 Dix Street is perhaps the best preserved of 
this collection of Dix Street Mansards. 


The Queen Anne style is also well represented in the King Square area, particularly around the King Square cross 
roads of Neponset and Adams Street. Here, in typical Queen Anne fashion, form constitutes the bulk of the 
architectural significance with well crafted clapboard and wood shingle sheathing along with well molded omament 
thrown in for good measure. For example, the Stephen C. Higgins Funeral home at 4 Neponset Avenue is a wood 
shingle covered 2.5 story residence noteworthy for its highly plastic surfaces which include a main facade with two 
story bow front surmountedv by deeply overhanging gable. Next door at 4,6 Saco Street, corner of Neponset, a 
multi- family house displays a long rectangular form whose boxyness is interrupted by polygonal bays and low 
pitched over hanging gables with lunette windows on the Saco Street facade. Also at King Square (25 Neponset 
Avenue) is a well preserved Queen Anne house of highly irregular form which retains clapboards, shingle apron 
Seperating the first and second floors and a comer tower with conical roof cap and slate shingles intact throughout. 
The asymetrical massing, odd window placement and predilection for encircling verandahs with turned elements is 
embodied by 373 Adams Street. 


Interspersed with the earlier Italianate housing of Parkman Street are less substantial examples of the Queen Anne 
style than at King Square, but what these houses lack in scale they make up for in the exhuberance of their turned 
porch elements and wood shingle surface treatments. 33 Parkman Street stands with two bay end wall gable 
facing the street It may infact be an Italianate , side-hall plan house "updated" by an unusually fancy encircling 
verandah with slatwork rails, well turned posts and a wealth of sawcut ginger bread detailing. #10 Parkman 
Street stands with three bay main facade to the street, its main facade combining a Stick Style overlay of vertical and 
horizontal boards with clapboards and well crafted octagonal shingles. 


The western boundary of this area has been drawn to include 1623 Dorchester Avenue, a Greek Revival farm 
house on the west side of Dorchester Avenue which stands with 3-bay end wall gable facing the street tappears to be a 
side hall plan.). Christ Church Unitarian , an Edwin J Lewis Jr.- designed church at 1620 Dorchester 
Avenue isa 1.5 story, L-shaped church characterized by rugged walls of uncoursed ashlar granite. The church 
Stands with front gable facing Dorchester Ave. Small tripartite windows are set high in the side walls. Attic gables are 
faced with half umbering. The rythmic repitition of closely spaced dormer windows with steeply pitched Gothisized 
gable on both roof slopes strike a picturesque note. The entire structure has a pleasing, romantic Medieval appearance 
and deserves further study as a little known example of Edwin J. Lewis Jr.'s work. 
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VEN Y FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
b LIST SFER Ba pe 


Property Name: King Square 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description 


Also included in the extreme western section of the King square area are some noteworthy three deckers on western 
Dix Street and along Dorchester Avenue. #15 Dix Street represents a well preserved three decker with a main 
facade dominated by a pair of polygonal bays , culminating in a ddep, bracketed comice. This building was 
constructed in 1905 from designs provided by Timothy J. Lyons. #14 Dix Street across the street features a two 
tier Tuscan columned front porch and a distictive, boldly curved corner . This is a "true" tnple decker with porches 
front and back . It was built in 1910 from designs provided by Patrick J. Lyons Jr. The attractive ensemble of three 
deckers at 1600 A and B, 1602 A and B ,1604A and 1606 Dorchester Avenue were built c. 1918-1920. 
Painted green with white trimmings and octagonal bays, these early 20th century multi family structures serve to 
visually define the western edge of the King Square area. 


The eastern segment of Dix Street, near Adams Street, is noteworthy for its discrete development of substantial 
Italianate houses and Italianate/Mansards built during the early 1870's. (includes #'s 77-99 and #'s 80-100 
Dix Street. Typically, these houses are large boxes with center entrances, open porches, and Italianate Window 
enframents. Mansards and hip roofs are the norm. THese houses face fairly ample front yards. These houses 
represent something of a unique historic resource in Dorchester. Rarely does one find such a concentration of houses 
of this type and scale presented in such a self conscious planned development. 


Parkman Street is an earlier cross Street (extant by c. 1860) and its resources tend toward modest facade gable and 
facade gable with lateral wing Italianate cottages and houses. Occasionally, Queen Anne house appearing as evidence 
of later plot subdivisions. #33 Parkman Street is a good example of a vernacular Queen Anne house with a well 
crafted front porch. Returning to the Italianates, an interesting L-shaped house of this style stands at #22 Parkman 
Street while a charming Italianate cottage borders the cul de sac called Parkman Place. 


Somewhat awkwardly included in this western section of the King Square Area is Elm Lawn , a cul de sac off 
Centre Street with no direct street connections with the rest of this area. Elm Lawn "backs up" to Dix Street properties 
included in the King Square area. Its narrow green space, literally a shared lawn with roadways on all sides , is one 
of the little known treasures of Dorchester. It boasts a small but choice collection of Queen Anne houses with irregular 
forms and well crafted elements,most notably the Edwin J. Lewis Jr.-designed house at 2 Elm Lawn. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
PoRcnyesTver 


Property Name: King Square 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which 1s being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


By 1918, 26 Neponset Street was owned by William H. Pelton and by the 1930s was the residence of T. J. and M. 
E. Keane. 


Dorchester Avenue was originally the turnpike that connected Boston to Lower Mills. This toll road was set out in 
1804 but for four decades it was the "free" thoroughfares of Washington Street to the west and Adams Street to the 
east that had the heavier traffic. The King Square area began to be developed with housing after 1856 when horse 
drawn omnibuses began to run regularly along Dorchester Avenue. 


In 1850, the area between Adams Street and Dorchester Avenue was devoid of housing and side streets with the 
exception of housing bordering the aforementioned avenues. Parkman Street was cut through from Dorchester 
Avenue to King Square by 1874 and it is along this east-west thoroughfare that the earliest houses in this area are 
located. Parkman Street tends to be characterized pnmanily by Italianate houses of the 1860s and 70s whose 3-bay 
main blocks are invariably onented to the street and mav have rear or side ells rendering these structures either L - ot 
T-shaped. 12 Parkman Street 's lot, by the late 1860s contained the house and shop of Edward Mc Lean 
(sometimes spelled Maclean). The Mc Leans lived here from the 1860s until at least the early 1930s. Between 1874 
and 1884, the Italianate house at 22 Parkman Street was built for a C.S. Batchelder. By 1910, an Annie 
Ferguson lived here and by 1933 A.S. and A. I. Mac Intyre owned this property. 


The Italianate House at 26 Parkman Street has significant historical associations with Darius Eddy.In many ways 
Parkman Street could have been named Eddy Street because Darius Eddy's sons lived at 28, 30 and 33 
Parkman Street during the late 19th century. 33 Parkman was the home of George Eddy who was active in his 
father's refrigerator business until c.1900. Darius Eddy was a well known manufacturer of "refrigerators" or ice 
boxes as they were then known. As early as 1847. Darius Eddy established the "Eddy Refrigerator" in King Square, 
Dorchester. He established his company on Gibson Street near Fields Corer to produce ice chests or wooden boxes 
with metal linings that held ice to keep food cool. Eddy Refrigerators were known for their high quality craftsmanship 
which encompassed fine quality wood and lining and sides with steel. The original Eddy factory was destroyed by 
fire in 1872. Eddy subsequently built a new and more modem facility at the corner of Adams and Gibson Streets. 
Eddy Refrigerators were marketed to be "dry, sweet and clean" and designed "to protect the health of the family", in 
the circulation of cold, fresh air through the refrigerator. After 1872, Darius Eddy took his sons Lewis, Isaac and 
George Eddy into the business.The Eddy Co. remazned in business until after World War I ,at which time the Eddy 
Refrigerator, although still noted for its quality craftsmanship could not compete with electrified refrigerators.This 
company had been living on borrowed time and customer loyalty for several decades and was sold to Andrews and 
Goodrich. By 1918, a T. Lodge Eddy lived here in this T-shaped house with three stables at the rear. By 1933, a 
John W. Hunter owned this property. 


The Italianate cottage at 36 Parkman Street was built c.1870 and was variously owned by J. R. Howard (1870s), 
Henry L. Emerson (1890s) and Fannie A. Lowney from resided here from the late 1890's until the 1930s. 


Dix Street 's development represents a case of two cul de sacs cut through at opposite ends of this area finally meeting 
in the middle after the demise of several large estate at the center of the block. The eastern end of Dix Street is by far 
the more interesting of the two cul de sac/drivewass. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
DoRcnESTE P_ 
Property Name: King Square 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Further research is needed here but it would appear that the Vinson family responsible for setting out Mellville Avenue 
in 1863 should also be credited with the development of a discrete enclave of substantial Italianate and 
Italianate/Mansard houses from 77 to 99 and 80 to 100 Dix Street during the early 1870's. 96 Dix Street, 
over time was owned by Vinsons, Murrays,and Colbys. 80 Dix Street's owners included Emily J. Newhall 
(1870s and 80s), whose family had, for decades, owned a large farm near the northeast comer of Ashmont and 
Adams Streets. Margaret and Elizabeth Harrigan owned this house at the turn-of -the-century while Ida C. Johnson 
lived by the World War I -era . Catherine C. Chaisson lived here during the early 1930s. 


Although located at 367 Adams Street, the Vinson-King House was evidently built at the same time as the Dix 
Street houses judging by similarities of form and design as well as original ownership by theVinson family. During 
the 1880s and 90s it was owned by M. A. King and from the turn-of-the-century until the World War I -era this 
Italianate/Mansard residence was the home of Isabel G. Frost. By the early 1930s, it was owned by Bertha F. 
Parsons. 


On the east side of King Square is an Italianate/Mansard house that has been a defining landmark on the square by 
virtue of its distinctive, boxy form and bell-cast mansard profile since the time of construction c. 1870-73. Built for 
King Square livery and boarding stable owner Mozart A. King, 354 Adams Street was moved to the north a few 
yards c. 1880 to accomadate the setting out of Howe Street.From the 1870s until c. 1920, this house rubbed elbows 
with Mozart A. King's stables which encompassed three contiguous structures (demolishd). Just to the north of the 
stables was the Darius F.Eddy & Sons Refrigerator Manufacturing Co. This property had passed from the Kings to 
Minnie A. Mason by the early 1930s. For many years, 354 Adams Street has housed the Stephen A. Higginson 
Funeral Home. 


Neponset and Adams streets, at King Square, became the focus of a small building boom during the 1890s. Triggered 
primarily by the introduction of the electric trolley, several large Queen Anne houses survive to attest to the prosperity 
of the mid- to -late 1890s , including the exuberant, ornately rendered residence at 2 Neponset Street. Built on one 
of four vacant lots owned by Jonathan Howe in 1884, it was standing a decade later. Caroline B. Tanner , the 
original owner lived here until c. 1920. By the 1930s, it was owned by Virginia T. Green. 


King Square Stable -owner Mozart A. King built the Queen Anne house at 373 Adams Street c. 1890-94. Passing 
to Mary E. Pettee c. 1895, its stable was built in 1899 from designs provided by Charlton W. Allen, a developer and 
architect of Wellesley Park. By 1933, Esther W. Pettee owned this house and stable. 


The four-unit Queen Anne house at 10 /12 and 4 /6 Saco Street was built c. early 1890s and provides evidence 
of residential development probably directly linked with the introduction of the electric trolley. Part of Jonathan 
Howe's 4-lot tract during the 1880s, this multi-unit residential building was owned by Josie E. Worthen from the 
time of its c.1890 construction until at least the Depression-era. Saco Street was set out c. late 1870s and originally 
terminated in the marsh land bordering Tenean Creek, one block to the east of this property. 


Further research is needed on the cul de sac called Elm Lawn at the south east corner of this area. Set out c. 1890 as 
a park with an appearance similar to that of Centervale and Tremlett Parks, in the Melville Ave. area, Elm Lawns 
handsome Queen Anne houses and landscaped park diserve further study. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
“DoRcHtE STE 


Property Name: King Square 


Form No: 
Nis 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


The boundary lines of the King Square area have been drawn to include significant 1890s-1920s development 
bordering Dorchester Avenue. One measure of the impact of this turn -of -the- century building boom on the area was 
the construction of Christ Church of Dorchester at the corner of Dix Street and Dorchester Avenue in 
1894. Organized May 13, 1852, as the third Unitarian Society, it was known from 1875 to 1894 as the Harrison 
Square Unitarian Church. The present stone and half-timbered Gothic Revival building was built from designs 
provided by the important Dorchester-based architect Edwin J. Lewis, Jr. By the 1890s, the focus of Dorchester 
development was moving from east to west, with new residential developments evolving in the vicinity of Melville 
Avenue. The relocation of this church to Dorchester Avenue probably represents an effort to serve the spiritual needs 
of the new home owners to the west of King Square. 


During the first quarter of the 20th century, three-deckers were built along Dorchester Avenue and the western end of 
Dix Street. Pre-dating World War I, the three-decker numbered 15 Dix Street was built in 1905 for George N. 
Douse from designs provided by Timothy J. Lyons, Dorchester architect . Built on the former grounds of the Joseph 
Dix estate (1860s and 1870s), its land passed to J.H. Farrar by 1884. Interestingly, architect Edwin J. Lewis , Jr. 
owned 15 Dix's lot , along with two others, at the turn- of-the-century. Mary A. Curley owned this three-decker by 
1910. During the Depression-era 15 Dix was owned by T. and M. O'Flaherty. 14 Dix Street dates to 1910 and 
was built for Anna E. Lally . Patrick J. Lyons, Jr. was both its architect and builder. 


Built on the former Mary E. Carven estate between 1918 and 1920, 1600 A, 1602, 1604 and 1606 
Dorchester Avenue form a "wall" of Queen Anne three-deckers that defines part of the western edge of this area. 
1606 Dorchester Avenue ,the first of this quartet was standing by 1918. Originally owned by Ellen V. Byme, 
during the early 1930s, 1600 and 1602 were owned by Louis J. Reynolds; 1604 was owned by C.A. and A.G. 
Murphy and Ellen V. Byrn owned 1606 Dorchester Avenue. . 


By 1925, the King Square area was completely built up, having developed from a community of farmers and estate 
owners at mid-century to a street car suburb well-served by commuter trains and trolley lines. 
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AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Mornissey Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02125 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 
NENTS 
Massachusctts Historical Commission IY) - (7E 

80 Boylston Strect 

Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
fo continuation sheets. 


roll ia: 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
lion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


USGS Quad Areal etter T’orm Numbers in Arca 
Besrea) 
Ne 


Town Boston, Massachusctts 
Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 


Name of Area _ Mellville -Wellesley Parks 


Present Use Residential 


4 


Construction Dates or Period c. 1870-1920 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization BostonLandmarks Comm 


Date (month/year) May, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
Mellville Avenue/WellesleyPark ranks among the best places in the Boston area to study unusually stylish 
and substantial suburban houses dating primarily from the last quarter of the 19th century. This area is roughly 
bounded by Park Street on the north, Gibson Park on the cast, and Lyndhurst Streets on the south and 
Washington Strect on the west. Included within these boundaries is the cavalcade of commodious, unusually 
architecturally ornate houses that border Melville Avenue between Washington and Wellesley Park as well as the 
discrete enclaves of upscale housing bordering Tremlctt Park, Centervale Park and Paisicy Park. Above all, this 
area includes Wellesley Park, which ranks among the most extraodinary Late Victorian suburban developments 
in the United States; substantial, pnmanly Qucen Anne and Queen Anne/ Colonial Revival houses border a 
large oval green . The great, unbroken sweep of Wellcslcy Park's irregular forms, omate detailing and complex 
roof configurations represents an extrodinary survival within a neighborhood which has seen considerable 
socio- economic change. Lyndhurst Street also has its share of noteworthy, well designed Victorian era housing 
but not with the same consistency of Mellvile Avenue or Wellesley Park. This area's great strength lies in its 
late Victonan housing whose architects did not err on the side of restrained conservatism evident in so many 
Boston suburbs. This is one of the few areas in greater Boston that approaches the exuberant form and 
omamentation, if not always vibrant color schemes associated with San Francisco's famous "Painted Ladies". 
Indeed, if the Boston skyline had been near enough to serve as a backdrop for Wellesley Park's Queen Annes, 
this area would nval San Francisco's famed "Post Card Row" in terms of visual impact. (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

Melville Avenue/Wellesley Park's historical significance lies primarily within the annals of late 19th century 
Boston area street car suburb development. Its upscale, unusually elaborate residences have significant historical 
associations with City of Boston architect Arthur H. Vinal and other prominent architects of the period 
1880-1910.Additionally, this area encompasses the Dorchester Academy, an important local 19th century 
educational institution that was founded in 1831.This area also has important, if somewhat tenuous historical 
associations with the Walter Baker & Co. Chocolate via the Walter Baker heirs' ownership of land that was carved 
up into Paisley and Centervale Park's during the 1890's. 


During the 17th century, the Mellville Avenue/Wellesley Park Area was part of the Great Lots.This vast area of 
pasture, woodland and marsh land was located south of the primary areas of Puritan settlement at Allens Plain , 
Savin Hill and Meeting House Hill.The Gibson Playground at Boumeside Street, Park St and Dorchester Avenue 
represents a remnant of the Town Field purchased by the Town in 1693 with the money left by Christopher 
Gibson for the support of the schools. Gibson came to Dorchester in 1630 and remained in the Town until 1646. 
At that time he settled in Boston and became one of the founders of the North Church. He was a soap-boiler by 
trade and was a prominent figure in the community serving as a selectman in 1636, 1638 and 1642. Gibson died in | 
1674 , willing a potion of his estate for "the promotion of learning in the Town of Dorchester." Part of Gibson's 
legacy was used to buy the Town Field which was used for many years as a cow pasture.It is difficult to say when 
the Gibson Playground acquired its current configuration, but certainly by 1874. It is interesting to note that during 
the late 19th century, community activist Amos R. Storer expressed concer that the Gibson field had fallen into 
the hands of destructive parties (continued). 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES’ [_] See continuation sheet 


Dorchester Maps/A tlases- 1830, 1850,1874,1884,1894, 1898, 1910, 1918 and 1933 

Boston Directories- 1870-1933 

Mellville Park Neighborhood Association, "Mellville Park House Tour Guide Book" 1979 
Robertson, Adelaide M., " The Story of Wellesley Park", 1959 

Tucci, Douglas Shand, Built in Boston , City and Suburb, 1978 

Warner, Sam Bass , Streetcar Suburbs 

Sammarco, A. M., "Eleanor Baker's Life One of Priviledge, Charitable Acts", Dorch. Comm. 
News. , 11/8/91 


[] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7192 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
YPotcHESTEI(e Ie) 
Property Name: Melville Ave/Wellesley Park 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being cont:-ued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


In gencral, all of the streets and eliptical parks in this are2 zre bordered by single- and two -family residences of the 
1880s-carly 1900s. The oldest structure in this area is the <ormer Dorchester Academy at 18 Lyndhurst. Built in 
1831, this temple- form building exhibits a main facade dominated by monumental fluted Tuscan columns which 
support a low, pedimented attic with heavy entablature anz lunette window. Rising from the center of the roof is an 
octagonal cupola. Consisting of a rectangular, clapboard -z!ad main block, this building once had extensive rear ells. 


The architecturally distinguished residences of Melville Avenue are located primarily between Washington Street 
and the MBTA Red Line rail road tracks. One of the earliest houses in this linear development is 35 Melville 
Avenue, designed by and built for City of Boston architect Arthur H. Vinal in 1882. This house is arguably one of 
the finest upper middle class streetcar-suburb residences built in any Boston area suburb. Compact, yet 
assymetnically massed , this Queen Anne house is enclose= by steeply pitched and intersecting hip roofs. Still intact 
are its slate shingles and terra cotta ridge tiles. The main facade features a rare use of masonry materials in an area of 
overwhelmingly wooden buildings. Access to 35 Melville Avenue's main entrance is reached via an open front porch 
with low rusticated brownstone railings. Rising from thes: railings are short squat Romanesque Revival coloumns 
Which support broad segmental arches. Projecting from its main facade is a narrow gable roofed bay. This gable 
contains raised lattice work detail. To the left of this gable 1s a polygonal oriel with bell cast , finial topped roof cap. 
Around the comer, on the east wall is a more grand oriel «hich presumably lights a stairway. Enlivened by stained 
glass windows and enclosed by a canopy-like cast metal roof, this polygonal oriel is a particularly noteworthy 
feature. In general, and in typically Queen Anne fashion. this house's walls are pierced by windows representing a 
vaniety of shapes includimng standard size, arched and an cmately enframed oval attiuc window on the Allston Street 
side. According to architectural historian Douglas Shand Tucci, * 35 Melville Avenue is part of one of the most 
sumptuous ensembles in the city of late nineeenth century sreet-car suburb architecture.". This ensemple or group of 
mostly Arthur Vinal -designed Queen Anne houses includ:s 29, 33, 37, 39 as well as 35 Melville 
Avenue.(39 Mellville Avenue is attributed to Vinal). Particularly noteworthy is 33 Melville Avenue which 
Was designed by L. Underwood in 1886. This Queen Anne house is characterized by an asymetrical form and a 
pleasing blend of materials including granite block basemest brick chimney with omamental niche (Allston Street 
facade), clapboard -clad first floor and wood shingles on the upper floors. Memorably addressing the Allston 
Street/Melville Avenue comer is a three story tower with conical roof cap and copper weather vane. Its Melville 
Avenue porch features well turned porch elements. 


In contrast to the desely massed streetscapes Arthur Vinal was creating around the Allston Street/Melville Avenue 
intersection, Tucci notes that "several other architects at the other end of the street (near Washington Street) were 
developing a more spacious variant with mor generous setbacks and circular drives leading under porte cocheres to 
large barns." The precedent for houses on more spacious los was introduced to the section of Melville Avenue near 
Washington Street in 1879 by E.A. Poe at 6 Melville Avenue. This house represents another compact yet 
asymetrical Queen Anne house clad with clapboards and pezerned shingles. The apex of its facade gable is 
ornamented with fairly intricate stick work. By far he most spectacular example of a commodious house on an ample 
lotis 10 Melville Avenue.This Stick Style house represents a miraculous survival. It is the type of large Victorian 
residence that, because of prohibitive heating and maintainance costs survives only in period photographs. Together 
With its extensive front lawn, old copper beech trees, and meandering drive way, this house exemplifies the type of 
estate that has all to frequently dissapeared from the Dorchester scene. Designed by George Meacham in 1880, 10 
Melville Avenue is a fine example of an asymmetrical Stick Style house which rises 2.5 stories from a granite block 
basement to an intersecting gable roof. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DotctesvTeR DO 
Property Name: Melville Ave/Wellesley Park 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued- 
gable's Palladian window strikes a Colonial Revival note. 


Further to the east 92 Melville Park (1890) isa Qucen Annc house noteworthy for its asymmetncal form which 
includes a large corner tower which is enclosed by a bell-shaped roof. To the left of the tower is a steeply pitched 
gable which surmounts a trio of small, square attic windows. On the first floor of the Melville Avenue facade is an 
open front porch with paired Tuscan coloumns which nse from granite block piers. Rising from the east side of the 
hip roof is a paneled, yellow brick chimney. 98 Melville Avenue, corner of Upland Avenue was built 
c.1895-97 and represents a mariage of High Georgian gambrel roofed form with Federal style bow fronts 
symmetrically located on either side of the center entrance pavillion. Once again, this is a design that eschews an 
archaeologically correct interpretation of the Colonial Revival style in favor of mixing sub styles of this popular 
architectural mode. More or less rectangular in form, the center pavillion projects slightly from the main block and 
exhibits an open front porch with paired Tuscan columns and modillion block-edged pedimented roof.The main 
entrance is flanked by attenuated pilasters and sidelights. Above the entrance porch is a tripartite window and at the 
center of the roof is a gambrel gable containing a tripartite window with raised and well-molded enframements. This 
house represents a sub-trend in Colonial Revival domestic architecture of the mid 1890's that derived inspiration from 
the Massachusetts Pavillion at the Chicago World's Fair of 1893, which in tum was inspired by the design of the old 
gambrel roofed Thomas Hancock mansion which once stood atop Beacon Hill next to the State House. Although the 
Hancock House was torn down in 1863 it was and is one of Boston's best remembered “lost landmarks". This 
house was a much-studied Colonial touchstone for late 19th century Boston area architects. 


Topographically the residential park squares or ovals of the Melville Avenue / Wellesley Park area are situated on the 
flat plain that runs from the base of the Washington Street ndge to Dorchester Bay. In general the residential enclaves 
and thoroughfares of this area are bordered by mature trees. Scattered around this area are large and “ancient " copper 
beech trees like the ones at 10 Melville Avenue which complete an unspoiled glimpse of an 1880 suburban Boston 
estate or the enormous copper beech at the Washington Street end of Lyndhust Street which serves as a 
memorable, "placemaking" natural feature which dates to at least the early 19th century.Also included within this 
areais the Gibson Playground, a recreational area which is essentially a large, flat, oper field with trees at its 
periphery and a c.1920's park house of little architectural distinction bordering Dorchester Avenue, nearly opposite 
Gibson Street.This playground contains wooded spectator stands and a baseball field at its Park Street and Dorchester 
corner. 


Wellesley Park was set out in 1897-98 and is charactenzed by a broad oval green surrounded by two dozen 
houses. The prevailing architectural style is Queen Anne. These houses are all constructed of wood, rise to a height of 
2.5 stories, exhibit street-facing gables and in many cases one and two story porches. Occasionaly corner towers with 
pyramidal roof cap project from rectangular main blocks. A high percentage of these houses are well maintained and 
painted with appropriate Late Victorian paint colors. It is difficult to single out buildings around the park as being of 
particular architectural significance since Wellesley Park as a suburban residential enclave is in many ways greater 
than the sum of its parts. Noteworthy residences and groups of residences include 40 and 42 Wellesley Park 
East , 24; 26; 30; 32 Wellesley Park East and 27; 29;31;33 Wellesley Park West . 


Both 40 and 42 Wellesley Park East are rectangular 2.5 story residences rendered assymetrical by a polygonal 
three story corner tower. Both house feature two story front porches and possess three -story polygonal commer 
towers. While number 40 's tower culminates in a flat roof, number 4 2's tower is crowned by a truncated and 
nibbed pyramidal roof cap.Both houses exhibit attic windows with elaborate enframements. Number 40 's double 
attic windows are set within a swans neck scroll with center urn eframement.The octagonal shingles of the attic are 
cared over to the third floor of the tower. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston . 


Community: Form No: 
WOCcit sit Ze) 


Property Name: Melville Ave/Wellesley Park 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Its front porch exhibits paired Ionic columns which rise from stone piers. Particularly memorable are the attic surface 
treatments of 42Wellesley Pask East which encompass double windows with raised enframements featuring 
lonic pilasters and entablature as well as an ornamental balcony. Above these windows are a pair of high relief plaster 
laurel wreaths which ornament a broken pediment. The entire attic gable is enlivened by a covering of diamond 
shaped shingles which contrast with the rectangular shingles of the lower floors. 


24; 26; 30 and 32 Wellesley Park East represent rectangular 2.5 story late 1890's 2-family houses. The 
porches, second floor porch railings and projecting gables of these Queen Anne houses constitute a pleasing, rhythmic 
Tepition of forms, adding interest to the parkscape by virtue of their similar designs. 32 Wellesley Park East 
deserves recognition for its extrodinarily beautiful painted surfaces with the raised , well crafted diamond shapes 


27, 29,31, 33 Wellesley Park West , on the other hand, represents the diversity of Queen Anne design utilized 
by Wellesley Park's architects. Number 27 is an asymmetrical wood shingle clad residence with a front porch 
featuring short and paired Tuscan columns situated on wood shingle clad piers. The columns support a broasd 
arch.Particularly noteworthy is this house's picturesquely rendered roof line. Rising from the center of the porch roof 
is a polygonal dormer with finial topped pyramidal roof cap. To the left of this dormer is a higher, narrow, seeply 
pitched gable containing an oriel window wsith curved corners. Number 29 exemplifies the gambrel roof variation 
on the more typical A-shaped gable. Number 31 is a rectangular residence rendered assymetrical by a three story 
polygonal tower with a flat rather than pyramidal roof. Number 33 represents the boxy Queen Anne house with 
overhanging front gable that appears with considerable frequency around Wellesley Park. 


Before considering this areas three small residential parks mention should be made of Upland Avenue which is a 
north-south street between Paisley and Centervale Parks and Wellesley Park. This thoroughfare is built up with 
stylish and substantial Queen Anne and/or Colonial Revival residences. Particularly noteworthy is the c.mid 1890's 
10/12 Upland Avenue. This T-shaped Colonial Revival residence celebrates the gambrel roof profile with 3-bay 
side walls culminating in broad, overhanging gambrels. The 3-bay main facade features a projecting center pavillion 
which also culminates in a gambrel roof with a deep overhang.Particularly noteworthy is the main facade's full length 
front porch with granite block piers which support short, square posts. The lower half of these posts is smooth the 
upper half is fluted. The posts capitals consist of egg and dart moldings. Porch railings feature well-tproportioned 
Georgian Revival balusters. The projecting center porch roof pediment is noteworthy for its beautifully carved swans 
neck scroll which is superimposed against an eliptical fan. Like 98 Melville Avenue mentioned above, this house 
illustrates the 1890s penchant on the part of architects for blending Georgian and Classical elements in creative but 
non archaeologically correct Colonial Revival designs. 


Bordering the east side of Upland Avenue are Paisley and Centervale Parks.Set out during the mid 1890s, the 
thoroughfare called Paisley Park is currently completely paved with asphalt. Its narrow oval park strips dissapeared 
at an undeterminned date. Compared to Centervale Park, Paisley is more densely built -up, its front lawns are smaller 
and its housing is less ornate. Nevertheless, Paisley Park has its share of noteworthy turn- of- the- century two- ‘ 
family houses. 4 Paisley Park was built between 1894 and 1898. Noteworthy as an assymetrically massed Queen 
Anne house it retains original clapboard and wood shingle fabric. Enclosed by intersecting gables, a three- story 
tower with ornamental panels and conical roof cap is situated at its northeast corner. (continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Dol ¢H ESTER. WD 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


More typical of Paisley Park residences are 5 and 7 Paisley Park. The former is a rectangular, 2-story, two- 
family Queen Anne house with broad street facing gable.Its originally open first and second floor porches were 
enclosed at an undeterminned date. The latter is a rectangular, 2-story, two family house which is enclosed by a hip 
roof. Projecting from the center of the roof is a double dormer topped by a swans neck scroll. Indeed, the south side 
of Paisley Park is characterized by every other house being enclosed by a hip and gable roofs. 


Centervale Park was set out c. 1890-1894 and is noteworthy for its two narrow eliptical parks bordered by fairly 
substantial residences of considerable design ment. Particularly noteworthy is 2 Centervale Park which isa 
square, two story rectangular Colonial Revival house. Built c.1894-98, this house, like so many others in this area , 
illustrates the non archaeologically correct phase of the Colonial Revival suburban house. Instead of its main facade 
having symmetricalbow fronts , this house's recessed center entrance is flanked by a bow and a flat bay. The bow is 
surmounted by a pedimented gable which is much wider than that of the pedimented gable above the flat bay. The 
broader gable contains a Palladian window while the narrower gable contains a modified Palladian window with wide 
pilasters taking the place of windows flanking an arched window. The main facade's gables project from a hip roof. 
This house's edges are accented by Ionic comer boards. Access to the main entrance is gained via an open, Tuscan 
coloumned porch. The c.1900 7 Centerval Park ranks among the most intriquing and unusual stylistic hybrids in 
Dorchester. The Queen Anne, Colonial Revival and Bungalow styles converge at 7 Centervale Park to form one 
handsome, cohesive design. This L-shaped, hip roof cottage in typically Bungaloid fashion features a roof slope that 
sweeps down to enclose an open front porch with tall rubble stone piers which support paired Tuscan, Colonial 
Revivalcolumns. The Queen Anne style is in evidence in the broad, polygonal bay of the main facade and above all, in 
the modified, one story tower with distinctived bell -shaped roof cap.This tower rises from the intersection of two hip 
roof segments. 5 Centervale Park represents a relatively rare Melville Ave/Wellesley Park area foray into the 
Shingle style. Covered with a "skin" of dark brown shingles, the architect of this boxy rectangular house utilized the 
gambrel roof in a manner more aligned with the Shingle rather than Colonial Revival style. At 5 Centervale, the main 
facade's roof slope sweeps down over the front porch. Interspersed between the shingle covered porch posts are two 
dimensional, boldly curved Georgia Revival balusters. At the center of this roof slope is a gambrel containing a 
projecting, square oriel lit by a tripartite window. A curious, retardataire feature for a house of the early 1900s is the 
arched Stick Style bracing and modified king post which appears at the apex of the side wall's gambrel. Representing 
a variation on a straightforward front gable design is 10 Centerval Park. Built between 1894 and 1898, this 
house is noteworthy for its deeply recessed front porch with Colonial Revival porch elements, bowed oriel at its 
southwest comer and broad gable which contains a double, recessed attic window which is flanked by curved, wood 
shingle clad walls. The lower floors are clad -clapboards and edged by narrow comer boards. The aforementioned 
houses speak to the diversity of late turn-of -the century architectural styles and combinations of styles bordering 
Centervale Park. 


Bourneside Street, a north-south street located between the Gibson Playground and Paisley-Centervale Parks 
serves primarily as a fine backdrop for the ample expanse of the recreation area's lawn. Its Queen Anne/Colonial 
Revival houses, built for a solid middle class citizenry, are perhaps viewed to best advantage from Dorchester Avenue 
looking west across the playground. The houses of Bourneside Street represent well-crafted two family dwellings that 
barely hint at the architectural treasures situated to the west of their back lot lines. 


Situated to the west of Wellesley Park is Tremlett Square, another residential park noteworthy for its felicitously- 
designed collection of Queen Anne and/or Colonial Revival residences built during the 1890's and early 

1900's. Tremlett Square is perhaps most memorably approached from the west, walking along Tremlett Street, 
down the steep slope of the Washington Street ndge towards this long eliptical green space. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoeokeeHnesTere DO 
Property Name: Melville Ave/Wellesley Park 


Indicate each item en inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Evident from this elevated vantage point is the pleasing way the houses bordenng the corners of the eliptical park are 
stepped back from the street in a way that gradually reveals one house after another. The tree-dotted eliptical "square" , 
itself, extends eastward over the beginnings of a flat plain that extends to the sea. Each house faces a lawn which is 
slightly more ample than those of Paisley and Centervale Parks. 


In terms of architectural design, Tremlett Square's houses represent fairly individualistic approaches to the Queen 
Anne, Shingle and Colonial Revival styles. On the south side of this park, 35; 37; 41 and 43 Tremlett Square 
provide a "snap shot" of typical middle to upper middle class housing ranged around this green space. At 35 
Tremlett Square. a lower gambrel roof slope sweeps down to partially shelter the three bay main facade and open 
front porch with Colonial Revival elements. The overhang of this L-shaped house's roof slope is supported by boldly 
curved brackets. Contributing to the Medieval sensibility of this house are its dark brown wood shingle covering and 
pair of dormers with steeply pitched gable roofs. 37 Tremlett Square is another boxy, L-shaped housde whose 
main facade represents a playful employment of bowed walls. Situated to the nght of its Tuscan coloumned entrance 
porch is a one- story bay whose bowed form is echoed in the second floor oriel; an oriel which rests atop the roof of 
the entrance porch. Situated between the second floor bow and a standard size window is a key stone-edged oval 
window. This hip roofed house's clapboard-clad walls exhibit narrow corner boards. Its main facade's single roof 
dormer is surmounted by a splaid arch roof cap. 41 Tremlett Square represents another whimsical foray into 
Colonial Revival design via the Queen Anne style's disregard for standard window size, shape or symmetrical surface 
placement. This L-shaped, hip-roofed house is clapboard -clad and edged with narrow comer boards. Opening onto 
the Tuscan - columned front porch is a sidelight - flanked main entrance and a Palladian window above the entrance 
bay. Its single dormer is surmounted by a semi-circular, finial-topped arch with a roof configuration that continues 
the arch shape.43 Tremlett Square provides further evidence of the popularity of the gable front , Queen Anne 
residence. This assymetnical house features a Colonial revival entrance porch with paired and attenuated Tuscan 
columns which support a pedimented roof with a heavy entablature. Its steeply pitched gable features a modified 
Palladian window. Pairs of gable roof dormers project from the long, side roof slopes. Situated at the head of 
Tremlett Square is 21 Waldeck Street. This boxy, essentially rectangular hip roofed house exhibits a highly 
symmetrical main facade.Its handsome Tuscan columned entrance porch is flanked by two storfy, 2-bay bowe fronts. 
At the center of the second floor is a tripartite window which opens on to a porch with slat-work railings. This house 
is crisply accented by base, side, fascia and Doric corner boards. 


Mention should be made of Tremlett Street which runs eastward from Washington Street over level ground to a 
point four or five houses before Hooper Street where the land abrubtly slopes down to the level land containing 
Tremlett Square. Hugging the side of this steep hillside is the assymetrical, towered house at 23 Tremlett Street. 
Painted in colors appropnate for a Queen Anne house of c. 1885-93, this house is composed of a T-shaped main block 
and three story round tower at its northeast corner. Its front porch exhibits well tured posts, saw cut post bracing 
Omamented with circular bosses and punched and cut railing balusters. Its main block is enclosed by a broad 
Street-facing gable with double attic windows recessed within curved walls. The remaining houses on Tremlett Street 
tend to be earlier than those of the mid 1890's Tremlett Square houses by 5-10 years and almost uniformly represent 
vanous approaches to Queen Anne architectural design. 


Finally, Lyndhurst Street, the southern most street in this area runs between Washington Street and Allston Street. 
In several instances, its housing represents a continuation of the fine late 19th century suburban residential design 
bordering Melville Avenue. Particularly noteworthy is 92 Lyndhurst Street at Aliston Street. Occupying an ample 
comer lot, this mansion-scale residence is essentially rectangular in form with its long 3-bay main facade facing 
Lyndhurst Street. Its walls are sheathed with clapboards and it is enclosed by a hip roof. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoClrt ESTER PO 
Property Name: Melville Ave./Wellesley Prk 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Projecting fron its west wall is a low, pedimented and projecting off-center gable. Its main facade is composed of two 
story bowed segments which flank a flat entrance bay and polygonal second story oncl. 92 Lyndhurst Street's 
front door opens onto a full- length front porch with short, paired and clustered Ionic columns. These columns rise 
from tall rock faced stone piers and support a flat modillion block edged porch roof. Its main facade's roof features a 
bank of dormer windows. Designed by A.B. Pinkham in 1899, Tucci notes that its interiors are "among the most 
lavish and unusual in the city". 74 Lyndhurst Street is more typical of this thoroughfare's houses. It is an 
assymetrical Queen Anne house which is covered with a wood shingle sheathing, much of it applied in decorative 
patterns. Its main facade exhibits a full length open front porch with unusual narrow and flared posts, U-shaped 
bracing and spindle work transoms. Its main facade features a flat entrance bay and two story polygonal bay. Its east 
wall displays an off center polygonal bay which is surmounted by an overhanging second floor with saw tooth fringe. 
The smaller of the main facade's two gables features a sunburst pattern of shingles. 55 Lyndhurst Street, in terms 
of relatively large scale, compact yet highly plastic form and attention to ornamental details is on a par with Melville 
Avenue residences of the 1880's. This hip roof house is essentially rectangular in form with projecting porches and 
bays.The slender, well turned posts and spindle balusters of the front and shallow, polygonal second floor porches 
strike a decidedly Queen Anne note.Projecting from the northeast corer is a square, pedimented one story bay with 
vine and floral stencil detail which may represent a restoration of original detail. Projecting from the center of the main 
facade's roof slope is a sentinel-like polygonal bay with pyramidal roof cap. A more substantial and extraodinarily 
omate Queen Anne house is situated at 41 Lyndhurst Street. This house celebrates mass- produced saw- cut 
details, its architect and/or builder lavishing the main facade with a variety of wooden elements. Characterized by an 
assymetnical form and enclosed by intersecting gables, this house exhibits lively front and second floor porch 
treatments. Its front porch features well-turned posts and transom spindles as well as a gable exhibiting a punched and 
cut sun burst motif, pendants and a finial at the gable's apex. The secod floor porch , like that of the first floor 
displays two- dimensional bowed balusters with low, ball-topped posts. At the center of this railing is a single turned 
post with an ornate floral capital. Springing from this capital is a short post with curvilinear bracing with pendants and 
circular punched and cut floral detail. This post supports a square attic oniel with a double window set within a broken 
scroll pediment with flaming urn. Projecting from the east wall is a two story polygonal bay which is surmounted by a 
side gable. Situated at the corner of Lyndhurst and Washington Streets is a cluster of large turn of the century Queen 
Anne / Georgian Revival apartment buildings at 6 and 12/14 Lyndhurst Street and 544 Washington Street. 
These three story buildings are constructed of brick with rock faced brownstone tnmmings. The Greek Revival temple 
form house at 18 Lyndhurst Street (see earlier description) was moved to accomadate these apartments from its 
original location facing Washington Street. 


The only non residential building in the Melville Avenue/Wellesley Park area is the Dorchester Municipal Court House 
which was builtin 19 at 510 Washington Street, between Melville Avenue and Tremlett Street from designs 
provided by 

Blending elements of the Rennaissance, Georgian and even Egyptian Revival styles, this T-shaped, two- story court 
house's posseses a long rectangular main block.Its main facade is divided into three parts: broad, free stone-faced 
center entrance bay with monumental portico reached via flight of broad stone steps.Its entrance bay is flanked by 
2-bay brick segments with free stone employed in the high basement and window trimmings. Its entrance bay is 
dominated by a portico composed of six monumental Egyptian Revival columns with carved papyrus leaf capitals. The 
Verticality of these columns serve as a foil for the overwhelming horizontality of the main block's massing. Its center 
entrance is set within well molded Renaissance Revival enframements which include a broken pediment containing 
high relief nbbon and swag detailing. This building is enclosed by a flat roof and culminates in a Georgian Revival 
parapet with rectangular openings containing balusters. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DeoRtH ESTER Dv 


Property Name: Melville Ave/Wellesley Park 


Indicate each item on inventory form which 1s being continued below. 


Historical Significance continued 


Storer noted that "the Gibson field is used by Norfolk, Suffolk and Middlesex Counties for baseball, foot ball, fruit 
stealing, and general profanity, - a Aind of learning which Chnstopher Gibson never contemplated. There never was a 
more flagrant violation of the sacred trust than in the use which has been made of this land during the last twenty 
years. It should have yielded and might have yielded, fifteen hundred dollars to the schools of Dorchester." 


By the mid 18th century, one of the very few buildings in this area was Intervale, Walter Baker mansion which stood 
on Washington Street at the corner of Park Street. No longer extant and located just outside the boundaries of this 
area, Intervale was the birthplace of Dorchester Academy. The Academy's original building is still extant within this 
area. Constructed by an unidentified builder, the Baker Mansion's first recorded occupant was Lieutenant Governor 
Oliver .He left this house soon after the close of the Revolution. Colonel Benjamin Hitchborn bought it in 1781 and 
occupied it as a summer residence untl his death in 1817. International luminanes such as General Lafayette and 
Presidents Jefferson and Madison were entertained during Hichborn's occupancy. By the time of Hichborn's death, 
this area represented the northern outskirts of the village at Codman Square. The Codman Square area became an 
important focus for the spintual life of Dorchester when the Second Congregational church was founded in 1806 by 
John Codman. By 1830, James Penniman occupied the Walter Mansion. According to Dorchester histonian William 
Dana Orcutt , Penniman was " a well -known merchant and was closely identified with the interests of the town. He 
Was especially interested in the Dorchester Academy and did much to encourage it. For the first six-eight months of 
the Academy's existence, classes were conducted in a room of the Penniman House as it was then called." Before 
continuing with the story of Dorchester Academy it should be noted that Walter Baker acquired this house c. 1840. He 
was the grandson of James Baker who started a chocolate industry in Dorchester in 1780. This business passed to 
Walter's father in 1804 and Walter Baker entered into a partnership with his father in 1818, taking full control of the 
company upon his father's retirement in 1824.Walter Baker & Co. chocolate became a household word in both 
America and Europe. Walter Baker died in 1852. His widow lived in the old Georgian house at Washington and Park 
until her death in 1891.The Baker estate included the land of Paisley and Centervale Parks in the Melville 
Ave-Wellesley Park area. 


Dorchester Academy was established in 1831, in the Greek Revival temple form structure still extant at 18 
Lyndhurst Street. As previously noted, the beginnings of this important Dorchester educational institution lie in the 
Oliver-Hichborn-Penniman - Baker House. Its first board of trustees was composed of the Second Church's Rev. 
John Codman, president; James Penniman, treasurer; Joseph Leeds, secretary, and Thomas Tremlett. The first 
principal was the Rev. Dr. Riggs who later was a missionary in Istanbul. By 1832, this school had 108 pupils 
enrolled. Orcutt notes that "the trustees spared no pains to make the academy a model in every way, their attention 
being equally divided upon the branches of study and deportment." The Dorchester academy building was converted 
into a private residence by c.1890 and was moved to its present lot at 18 Lyndhurst Street during the 1890s to 
accomadate apartment buildings.In recent years, one of its rooms was converted into a private theatre in which to 
screen an extensive collection of silent movies from the 1910s and 20s. 


By 1850, this area was still open countryside and farm land with no cross streets. Melville Avenue was surveyed by 
architect Luther Briggs and set out from Washington Street to a point representing about half its present length in 
1863 and was completely cut through to Dorchester Avenue by 1874. Until as late as 1880, this area represented 
primarily the extensive back lots of houses bordering Washington Street. Reading from north to south from Park 
Street, this area's lots included Eleanor J. W. Baker's 1600 square foot tract which extended eastward from 
Washington Street to Gibson Field. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Do ktt ESTER BO 
Property Name: Melville Ave/Wellesley Park 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continucd below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Covering what is now Tremlet Street and adjacent lots was the Alexander Beal estate. This estate was followed by a 
much smaller tract at Melville and Washington ownedby an N. A. Leigh . The south side of Melville Avenue , near 
Washington Street was bordered by a long rectangular tract owned by the heirs of Thomas M. Vinson. 

The Vinson tract stretched from Washington to Allston Streets. Lyndhurst Street was set out along the center of 
Edwin H. Sampson's land and also extended back to Allston.The heirs of Thomas Vinson owned land on both sides 
of the railroad tracks , including a cul de sac that lead to Mellvile R.R. Station , now the site of the Shawmut Red Line 
M.B. T. A. Station. Today ,Wellesley Park occupies most of what was the easterly half of the Thomas Vinson heirs’. 
land.Paisley and Centervale Parks as well as Upland Avenue were set out over two large parcels owned by the estate 
of Walter Baker. 


Melville Avenue, sometimes locally referred to as Melville Park, despite its lack of mid-street green space, was 
built -up with unusually ornate residences during the late 1870s and early 1880s. The lavishly detailed Queen Anne 
house with its unusual stained-glass window at 35 Melville Avenue, comer of Allston Street, was designed by the 
then city architect of Boston, Arthur H. Vinal, as his own home. Vinal was also responsible for the design of 
neighboring houses, apparently as Douglas Shand Tucci notes "to stimulate development and control it carefully by 
establishing the street's character." Vinal designed 29, 35, and 37 Melville Avenue and is credited with the 
design of 39 Melville Avenue by Tucci. Additionally, the towered,well-detailed house at 33 Melville Avenue 
was designed by L. Underwood in 1886 and together with the Vinal-designed residences "constitutes one of the most 
sumptuous ensembles in the city of late nineteenth-century streetcar-suburb architecture.". Arthur H. Vinal 
(1854-1923) was Boston City architect during the mid 1880s and while serving in that position was responsible for 
many public schools, engine houses, police stations throughout the city including the Boylston Street Police and Fire 
Station, comer of Hereford Street, Back Bay (1884) and the Joy Street Police Station, Beacon Hill (1888). He also 
designed many houses along developing Bay State Road including 58-60, 158-164, 166, 196-202, 204, 207-213 and 
a 10-unit apartment building at 96. Vinal was also the architect of 493 Commonwealth Avenue and the "Colonial" 
apartments at 382 Commonwealth Avenue, both dating from 1895. From the late 1870s through the 1890s,Melville 
Avenue's new residences became home to affluent Boston businessmen. Listed below is a roster of early owners and 
architects responsible for some of Melville Park's exceptionally well-designed houses: 


2 Melville Avenue was built ca. 1885-93 for Louisa M. Smith who lived here during the 1880s-early 1900s. 


3 Melville Avenue was built in 1881 from designs provided by E.A. Poe Newcomb, perhaps best known for his 
enormous, three-turreted Second Empire Lowell Rail Road Station (1871-79) which was tom down in 1927 to 
accomadate the Boston Garden. 


4 Melville Avenue was built ca. 1875-83 for M. L. Merrhew, treasurer of an unspecified company located at 43 
Milk Street. By 1894 this house was owned by Annie S. and Edward F. Dunham of Clotman, Dunham, boots and 
shoes, 112 Summer Street. 


6 Melville Avenue was built in 1879 from designs provided by E. A. Poe Newcomb, architect of 3 Melville 
Avenue . By 1884, this building was owned by the Second Parish Church of Codman Square, Dorchester and 
evidently served as a rectory. 


10 Melville Avenue was built in 1880 by George Meacham, designer of Boston's Public Garden in 1860. It was 
originally owned by John W. Field of J.W. Field & Company, leather, 105 Smith Street, Boston. 
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NVENTO FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DetcHESTER. De) 


Property Name: Melville Ave/Wellesley Park 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 

12 Melville Avenue was built in 1883-84 for Sarah C. and Benjamin B. Whittemore, Insurance, Kilby Street, 
Boston. It was designed by the aforementioned Boston City architect Arthur H. Vinal. This house's builder was 
H.P. Caseman of Neponset. 


17 Melville Avenue was built ca. 1885-93 for an unidentified owner and represents the work of E.L. Clark, 
architect and F.D. Morrell, builder . 


18 Melville Avenue was built ca. 1885-93 for Nellie and William Terhune manager of "Boot and Shoe Recorder, 
11 Columbia".The Terhunes lived here until at least the early 1900s. 


20 Melville Avenue was built ca. 1885-93 fora George O. Lamphear (occupation?). 


24 Melville Avenue was built ca. 1885-1893 for Mary E. Mansfield. She is also listed as the owner of this vacant 
lot in 1884. 


25 Melville Avenue was built ca. 1885-93 for Clara F. Pierce. 

27 Melville Avenue was built ca. mid 1890 from desi gns provided by Maine architect E. B. Blaisdale. 

28 Melville Avenue was built in 1891 for Hester W. and Robert Brown Jr.. Brown was also the architect of this 
house and its builder was Julian H. Mason. The cost of this house's land, which had been owned by the Pettingill 
family in 1884 was $4,700.00. 

29 Melville Avenue was built ca. 1884-93 for Juliette N. Spaulding from designs provided by Arthur Vinal. 


30 Melville Avenue was built ca. 1875-83 for an H.M. Rogers. By 1894, this house was owned by Helen R. 
and Edward S. Farwell who commuted to an unspecified business at 13 Bromfield Street, Boston. 


31 Melville Avenue was built ca. 1885-93 for Annie J. Weston. 


32 Melville Avenue was built ca. 1875-83 for Emily K. and Charles F. Bush who worked for an unspecified 
company at 387 Washington Street, Boston. 


33 Melville Avenue was built in 1886 for Joseph Breckenridge, foreman, 31 Hawley Street, Boston. Designed by 
architect L. Underwood, it was built by R.M. Parks. 


34 Melville Avenue was built between 1875 and 1883 for Horatio B. Alden, Secretary of the India Mutual 
Insurance Company, 17 Congress Street, Boston. 


35 Melville Avenue was built and designed by and for Arthur H. Vinal in 1882. By 1894, a W.T. Sullivan lived 
here. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
“DererteEsrerR DO 


Property Name: Melville Ave./Wellesley Prk 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


36 Melville Avenue was built ca. 1885-93 for Royal Whiton, General Manager and Eastern agent for the 
Ogdensburg Transit Company & Canada Atantic F.F. Line, 260 Washington Street. 


37 Melville Avenue was designed by Arthur H. Vinal c.mid 1880s. By 1894, its owner was Sophia B. Adams. 


38 Melville Avenue was built c.1875-83 for Julius Pratt, insurance agent whose offices were located at 55 Kilby 
Street, Boston and the Field Building, Dorchester. Evidently Pratt lived at 19 Beach Street , Clam Point, Dorchester 
during the 1890s while retaining ownership of the Melville Avenue house. 


39 Melville Avenue has been attributed to Arthur H. Vinal and was built for Charles W. Bartlett of Bartlett and 
Anderson, a law firm at 31 Hawley Street, Boston. It was built ca. 1885-93. 


41 Melville Avenue was built ca. 1885-93 for Albert Eaton, clerk , 256 Federal Street, Boston. 


Standing at the southern entrance to Wellesley Park, 56 Melville Avenue was built c. 1899-1909.This house's 
land was owned by W.H. Haddock and C.W. Allen in 1898. Haddock and Allen were the developers of Wellesley 
Park during the 1890s. Haddock was a carpenter who was probably responsible for the construction of this house. 
During the 1910s this house was owned by Harnet A. Greenwood. By 1933 it was occupied by Harry Mandelstam, 
lawyer, 294 Washington Street, Boston and George A. Vail of Vail's Buffet Lunch. 


92 Melville Avenue was built ca. 1885-93 and was owned by the Fuller (1890s), Thompson 1910s) and Lawler 
families (1930s). 


98 Melville Avenue was built on land that owned by the Walter Baker Trust in 1894. By 1898, this house was 
owned by Helen H. and Elisha B. Worrell, lecturer. By 1918, this house was owned by Caroline M. andAmbrosio 
Piotti; President of the Piotti Contracting Company. 


Set out over the former Vinson farm, Wellesley Park , first appears on a plan of September 1, 1897 which shows 
houselots on the east and west sides of a one acre oval park extending back to Upland Avenue and the Shawmut 
Branch of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad, respectively. Developers Haddock and Allen, together 
with civil engineers Frank A. Allen and Charles F. Dexter were responsible for the lay-out of this remarkable enclave. 
Clayton W. Allen is listed as an architect on Boston Building Department permits while W.H. Haddock was a 
builder. Actually, both Haddock and Allen are listed as the builders of Wellesley Park houses . Wellesley Park's 
detached wooden houses, for all their lively Queen Anne surface treatments and boxy forms, occaisionally made 
asymetrical by corner towers, are essentially middle class houses that do not begin to approach the complex forms and 
profuse omamentation evident in the upper middle class residences of Melville Avenue. Wellesley Park may be seen 
as a descendant of the urban park "squares" designed by Charles Bulfinch at the Tontine Crescent in downtown 
Boston (mid 1790s) or Louisburg Square (1830s) on Beacon Hill. A more direct protype for Wellesley Park may 
have been Chester Square in the South End (1850s). Further research is needed on the work of Haddock and Allen. 


_ By 1898, fourteen houses and eighteen vacant lots bordered Wellesley Park. Lots cost between $4,000.00 to 
$5,000.00. Judging by a sampling of building permits, Haddock and Allen were the builders and onginal owners of a 
fair number of these houses, including 32; 38: 42; 44 / 50 Wellesley Park West ;41 Wellesley Park East. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoRreeHEes TEX DO 
Property Name: Melville Ave/ Wellesley Prk 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


26 Wellesley Park was built in 1898 for Harvey Wait of Third Street, South Boston. It was designed by C. W. 
Allen and built by Haddock and Allen. 27 Wellesley Park East was built in 1899 for George T. Richards from 
designs provided by A. Warren Gould. Richards is also listed as this house's builder. 57 Wellesley Park East 
was standing by 1898 and was originally owned by Andrew Erickson, sail, tent and awning maker. 


Wellesley Park, has been. the subject of preservationists' concerns twice in its existence. During the early 1900s, 
Haddock and Allen almost spoiled what is probably their greatest creation. Although the new homeowners had been 
assured by the developers that the center piece would remain open space, they were amazed to discover the 
commencement of house construction activities and surveyors taking measurements on the park oval. Following a 
meeting of all Wellesley Park residents, Haddock and Allen were unsuccessfully approached about their concerns for 
this green space. The residents brought their concerns about this incipient encroachment to the attention of Alderman 
Frank Brand of Melville Avenue and the matter was subsequently taken up with the City of Boston Board of 
Alderman. The Aldermen told the residents that the City had no money to buy the land but if the residents were 

willing to buy the park and give it to the City of Boston, the City would keep it as an omamental park . The Aldermen 
promised that this park would never be utilized for the purposes of recreation or strolling. According to Adelaide M. 
Robertson of 56 Wellesley Park, writing in 1959, "The money was subscribed for the purchase of the center piece 
of land by every home owner, each one paying an equal amount. A lawyer by the name of Smith who lived in the 
Nickerson home, but not an owner, offered to take care of the legal side of the transaction." 


By the Fall of 1908, all of the money had been collected from the Wellesley Park residents for the purchase of this 
land. To celebrate this achievement, a banquet was held at the Hotel Thorndike which once stood on Boylston Street 
Opposite the Public Garden. During the spring of 1909, the City began to transform the park from an ordinary field 
into a center plot that was shaped, curbed and seeded along with the planting of young maple trees and gardens; new 
side walks were put in with green lawn and curbing. Beautiful tulip beds blossomed every spring and towards the end 
of May they were replaced with other flowering plants. According to Miss Robertson, "a gardener was stationed here 
four or five days a week in the summer to weed, water and mow." Each resident was assesed for the park 
maintainance work performed by the City; this was called a Betterment Tax and was payable in equal amounts over a 
period of years. 


The names of those who paid for the park included east side residents: E.A. Uerbach, Charles Brandt, Edwin E. 
Buzzell, L. Isabelle Cohen, Isaiah Hinckley, William Houseman, James H. Robertson (father of Wellesley Park 
historian Adelaide M. Robertson), G. Carlton Russell, Howard G. Salisbury, Daniel J. Sullivan, Charles H. Wait 
(committee leader), Charles S. Wentworth and Frank T. Fuller; west side residents included: John F. Dacey, Mary 
H. Erickson, John L. Farrell (treasurer), Henry H. Green, Hosea Harden, Eliot D. Jacques, Ellen M. Murphy, Ada 
M. Nickerson, Frank R. Thurston, Solomon Weiscopf, John C. Weston, Arthur H. Woodcock and Alex Mc Kinley. 


Ongoing since c. 1970 has been a second effort on the part of residents to preserve the unique architectural heritage 
and landscape features of Wellesley Park through the exterior and interior restoration of the houses and a renewed 
interest in the maintainance of the center piece. In 1979, the Melville-Park Neighborhood Association sponsored a 
tour of ten houses in this area which included a Haddock and Allen -designed house on Wellesley Park . 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Form No: 


Do 


Community: 


DokcHesTEs& 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Wellesley Park, however, was not the first residental park enclave in this area. By 1894, three other parks, including 
Tremlett Square, Centervale Park and Paisley Park were either in the planning stages or well on their way to 
complete development. 


Tremlett Square represents a continuation of Tremlett Street which was set out through the Alexander Beal 
estate between 1874 and 1884. By 1884, Tremlett Street extended as far as Hooper Street. 12 Tremlett Street 

is evidently the Beal House shown on the 1874 Auas and moved back slightly to the north to accomadate Tremlett 
Street; this atlas shows the Beal stable (demolished) straddeling the path of Beal Street. By 1894, Tremlett Square 
and been set out and was bordered by nineteen houses, representing the first park square to be completed in this area. 
Jacob Brodie, manager of the National Supplly Company, 45 Temple Place, Boston owned a number of properties 
around this square in 1894, including 37 and 46 Tremlett Square along with lots on either side of these houses. 
43 Tremlett Square and 46 Tremlett Square were extant by 1894 and owned by James N. Clark (occupation?) 
and Gertrude E. Mormis, respectively. By 1910, Tremlett Square was completely built up with middle class Queen 
anne and Shingle Style houses. 


Centervale and Paisley Parks, on the east side of Upland Avenue were set out between 1891 and 1894 over part 
of the extensive Walter Baker estate. In 1891, Eleanor Jameson Baker , widow of Walter Baker of the Baker 
Chocolate Company died at Intervale, her mansion (demolished) at the corner of Park and Washington streets. Mrs. 
Baker's heirs, capitalizing on transportation improvements of the 1890s such as the electric trolley as well as 
proximity to the existing New York, New Haven and Hartford commuter line, set out these residential park enclaves. 
Centervale Park was originally called Intervale Park and its two narrow eliptical parks are shown for the first time 
on the 1894 Atlas. In that year, three houses were extant bordering this park including, 6 Centervale Park owned 
by the Baker heirs, 17 Centervale Park, owned by Louis S. Galloup, employed by the C. E. Cummings & Co., 
furniture dealers and 15 Centervale Park which was owned by Mary S. and Charles B. Tolford an electrician with 
a business at 182 Freeport Street, Dorchester. Walter S. Baker owned the remaining 12 lots. By 1898, four more 
houses had been built along these green spaces, including, 1 Centervale Park, home of Jennie A. Reidel, 2 
Centervale Park, home of Isaac H. Eddy, partner in the famous Darius Eddy & Sons Refrigerator Co. at 336 
Adams Street, Dorchester. Mr. Eddy grew up on Parkman Street in the Kings Square area. 3 Centervale Park was 
owned by Robert Riedel, furrier and 10 Centervale Park, home of Agnes Mc Carthy, widow of Daniel. By 1910, 
Centervale Park was completely built up with houses targeted for economically secure, middle income home owners. 


The last of these residential enclaves to be developed, Paisley Park appears on the 1894 Atlas as a street containing 
two narrow eliptical green spaces bordered by undeveloped land owned by Walter S. Baker. Unlike Centervale Park, 
the majority of Paisley Park's houses were built to accomadate two families. Paisley Park's houses have fewer 
pretentions to "cutting edge" design and were evidently intended for a slightly less affluent clientel than the 
predominantly single family homes of Paisley Park. Today, Paisley Park's green spaces are no longer extant . Further 
research is needed to determine when these parks dissapeared or if they were ever set out. By 1898, the north side of 
Paisley Park was completely built-up, while the south side remained undeveloped. In 1898, Paisley Park's houses 
included, 4 Paisley Park, owned by Jabiet W. Murray (occupation?); 6 Paisley Park , owned by Estella A. 
Howard; 8 Paisley Park,owned by Catherine O'Neil; 10 Paisley Park ; owned by Celine and Elizabeth A.D. 
Bassett, 12 Paisley Park , owned by Charles H-Buxton clerk, 26 Franklin Street, Boston; 14 Paisley Park , 
owned by Mary C. and George G. Lazzarro, hairdresser; 27 State Street, Boston, 16 Paisley Park, owned by 
Emily and Aaron Wolfson, employee of the New England Railroad; 18 Paisley Park , owned by Henry W. Stone 
of Leopold Sporting Garment Manufacturers, 37 Essex Street and 20 Paisley Park, owned by Charles H. Noone. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Derecewn2@sTreR, pu 


Property Name: Melville Ave/Paisley Park 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


By 1910, Paisley Park was completely built- up with the houses; the majority of the dwellings on the south side of the 
"park" were owned by Gideon L. Davidson, builder. He was probably responsible for the construction of the dwellings 
numbered 11 to 21 Paisley Park. Mr. Davidson's own house was at 9 Centervale Park, then called Intervale 
Park. In 1910, 27 Paisley Park was owned by Melvin F. Gilpatrick (occupation?). 31 Paisley Park was occupied 
by James Slattery, printer and William F. Slattery, insurance broker. 35 Paisley Park was owned by John G. 
Rheinhardt, (occupation?). Paisley Park's early residents were of Irish, Italian, Jewish and German backgrounds, 
many of whom may have been the first generation of their families born in America or may in fact have been born 
outside of this country. Paisley Park undoubtedly represented the fullfillment of a dream to live in the suburbs, far from 
the urban density of Boston neighborhoods like the North, South and West Ends. 


Adjacent to Centervale and Paisley Parks on the west, Upland Avenue was also developed on Eleanor and Walter 
Baker heirs land between 1891 and 1910. One of the grandest houses on this street is 10/12 Upland Avenue which 
was built ca. 1894-1897 for Flora A. Moulton and Mary Moulton, teacher. By 1910, this house was owned by 
Frances Meisel, president of the Meisel Press and Manufacturing Co. at 944 Dorchester Avenue. 21 Upland 
Avenue was one of several properties in the Melville Avenue/Wellesley Park area built and originally owned by real 
estate engineer Charles F. Baxter. This Colonial Revival house dates to c.1894 and is reputed to have Lincrusta 
wallpaper in the vestibule and a mahogany fireplace mantle in its parlor. 


Lyndhurst Street was set out during the 1880s. Lined with the houses of the middle and upper middle class, this 
street possesses a fine collection of Queen anne houses. 92 Lyndhurst Street represents one of the largest residences 
built in the Melville Avenue/Wellesley Park area. Built for a wealthy and as yet unidentified home owner, it was 
designed in the Queen Anne/ Colonial Revival style by Boston architect A.B.Pinkham in 1899. That a large, 
richly-detailed residence was built at this location has to do with its proximity to the enclave of ornate houses around the 
Allston Street corner on Melville Avenue designed by Arthur H. Vinal during the 1880s. It is said that this house was 
built by craftsmen and artisans frfom the Chickering Piano factory in the South End. Lavishly appointed within, this 
house is reputed to have an alabaster fireplace with ceramic logs in the parlor, Lincrusta wallpaper on the library's walls 
and a pressed, hand painted ceiling in the dinning room. 55 Lynhurst Street was built in 1892 by and for builder 
Joseph H. Beals from designs provided by Thomas L.Barlow. Further research is needed on the houses of this 
interesting street. 


The only non-residential building in this area and representative of early 20th century growth more directly associated 
with the Codman Square area is the Dorchester Municipal Court Building at 508-512 Washington Street. It 
was built in 1925 by Thomas O'Connor and Co. from designs provided by Mulhall and Holmes. 


The Melville Avenue/ Wellesley Park area , like Carruth's Hill and Ashmont Hill, is a fascinating example of the type of 
"railroad suburb" suburb that evolved before the later "street car suburbs" of post-1890. Melville Avenue, in particular, 
is illustrative of an enclave designed for families of considerable means whose heads of households commuted to white 
collar jobs in downtown Boston, enjoying the proximity of the New York, New Haven and Hartford Commuter train 
which was introduced to this area in 1870. By the 1890s, the electric trolley and the partitioning of Walter Bakers' 
extensive Intervale estate made this area accessible to a more middle class clientel of home buyers. By 1910, this area 
was substantially built up with housing, that in many cases represents the best in ca. 1875-1900 suburban residential 
design by the leading architects of the day, including Arthur H. Vinal, A. B. Pinkham E. A. Poe Newcomb and A. 
Warren Gould.Further research may show a trend after 1930 toward subdividing a number of the larger single family 
residences into apartments. Further research may show a trend after 1930 toward subdividing a number of the larger 
single family residences into apartments. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Snel Pahoa Ka Boston 
Massachusctts Historical Commission IZN-10E Soutu DV 
80 Boylston Strect 


Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Town Boston, Massachusctts 


Place(neighborhood or village) 
Photograph 
(3” x3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) Dorchester 
Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 


{0 continuation sheets. 


roll Br) s Construction Dates or Period c. 1840-1920 


Overall Condition g00d 


Name of Area Franklin Field North 


Present Use__ residential 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Vacant lots in 


section bounded by Nightingale, Wales,Talbot 


Acreage 
Sketch Map Recorded By ___ss Edward W. Gordon 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 5 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual Organizatton __ Boston Landmarks Comm. ___ 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets | 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- Date (montvyear)s = _ March; 1995 ee 


lion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north, 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions or completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
Franklin Ficld North, 1s roughly bounded by Blue Hill Avenuc on the west, Glenway Strect (southwest sidc) 
and Fowler Street (both sides) on the north, the New York, New Haven and Hartford R.R. tracks on the east 
and Talbot Avenue on the south. For more accurate boundaries, sec the attached map. This area is pnmanily 
characterized by mid-sized to substantial late 19th / carly 20th century Qucen Anne and Colonial Revival houses 
with several mid- 19th- century dwellings along Harvard Street, the oldest thoroughfare in the area. The 
boundarics of this area have been drawn to link high profile, institutional buildings situated at its comers. 
Anchoring the northeast corer is the Beth El or Fowler Street Synogogue at94 Fowler Street. It 
was built in 1910-1912. Although in very poor condition, with its great center dome partially destroyed and 
interior in ruin, the outer walls of this large, Classical Revival edifice still constitute a noteworthy design. 
Anchoring the northwest corner at2 McClellan Street is the Mc Clellan School, a large Georgian Revival 
building builtin 192 from designs provided by Anchoring the southwest corner is the Chai Odom 
Synogogue (1922) at #103 Nightingale Street. This synagogue is noteworthy for its boxy, rectangular 
form (4-bays x 10 bays) and main facade which effectively mixes tall, tapered Egyptian Revival window 
enframements with Neo Adamesque entrance treatments.The southeast corner at Talbot Ave. and Wescott Street 
is devoid of an architecturally significant "anchor" building. This area is bounded on two sides by substantial 
green space, including Franklin Field on the south side of Talbot Avenue and Franklin Park on the west side of 
Blue Hill Avenue.(continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

The Franklin Field North Area did not begin to develope as a densely built-up residential area until as late as the 
1890's. Harvard Street is the oldest thoroughfare in the area, part of a system of roads that dates back to the 17th 
century. Blue Hill Avenue, which forms this area's western boundary was set out as a Federal period toll road 
called the Brush Hill Turnpike in 1804. The 1850 Map of Dorchester and Milton shows a half dozen houses in 
this area including #184 Harvard Street, a c.1840s Carpenter Gothic cottage which is labeled R.F. Hanet. #184 
was the only house on the south side of Harvard Street in this area during the mid 19th century. No longer extant 
on the north side of Harvard Street are houses belonging to the Pierce, Gleason and Greenwood families. The 
northern portion of the Franklin Field North area contained the houses of the Abbott , Bangs, Bowman and Mc 
Clellan families. Franklin Park, the largest component in Frederick Law Olmsted's Emerald Necklace system of 
Boston Parks was set out in 1883.This 527 -acre park, located partly in Dorchester and partly in Roxbury , 
encompasses an 18-hole golf course and zoological garden". In a sense, the Franklin Field North area had already 
long been associated with horticulture because of the prescence of Charles Greenwood's farm at the corner of 
Glenway and Harvard Streets (mid 19th c), now the location of the Sarah Greenwood School at 180 Glenway 
Street. Franklin Field was set out as a park in 1892 and prior to purchase by the city, this tract was called the "Peat 
Meadow". Franklin Field is described in Dorchester Old Dorchester Old and New as "probably America's oldest 
playground, for it contains 77 acres available for baseball and other sports." By 1911, one of these "other 
sports" was weekly horse racing conducted by the Dorchester Gentlemen's Driving Club. Chartered in 1890 but 
not officially organized until 1899, the club was composed of Dorchester men "who enjoyed racing their horses in 
a competitive manner for awards and recognition". Originally, the weekly races were held on Blue Hill Avenue 
between Talbot and Callender Streets but as Blue Hill Avenue became more of a major traffic artery, the club 
petitioned the city of Boston to allow them to grade a portion of Franklin Field for a (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases- 1794, 1830,1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898,1910,1918, 1933 
Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

Various authors, The Dorchester Book Illustrated, 1899 

Sama, Jonathan D. and Smith, Ellen The Jews of Boston, 1995 

Dorchester Community News, 15 April , 1994- "Franklin Field Once Served as Speedway" 

by Anthony Mitchell Sammarco. 

Berry, Lawrence F. , Greenwood Memorial Church, 1936 


L.] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7192 


; A voarly, otsiieduillnees Taian fel MONT ADeNG JASU TORTS 

_ Oday 3a nislliws 2nave wiles Ys Bris) Hb owls Hit eset saniine! Sa lewtoscue \ononosiidins 
(nbm teowrlluds) 62 YewrtD Jaow ont no sunovA UH oul ¥d tebe! vidqeot 7) ine bios aii 

oe Jans ottt ao voloe SUS Inetinah bas io “eH a0 oY welt adh itor 90) tte (oo! od) teat? yawned b 


ylang 2t aun eit pein bodoats orlt S02 9) cboued sews 7 iT no sonny A tomer & 

esenent isvivas leinoioD Bem ead noov]) yvruinc AOL yvhao WET ore) ban cdi of bose Lin yd -basrpaiians 

efT cons on) Eo g@orort!) Melle of) Jooue nevisrt gael. eu! bywmoe> «01 -bie iaveR 

eyoirie anim bepheghye RaisGus | anoupiiant lilo deel Ani) of novicb aso coved et eet ler 

H1.teowe@ olwOW POs sunogonyZ footle isiwod go TA io i! 2 tarmow lesortnon Tae 

tee hayonlesb yilamiag onrob tolrao tong 2h) ier ecHtibane Yocy; y dade! ‘S70t NIOCT te Haare 
gizeb ydhowekMr ® abut ine (lee ooalit yo tnvivell Gage ogi! ert? tt: allew 1200 of 

” i's ae: eos aawel @ foods arilsiD oM od ni tse%%e antlei > ° IEAM. Izow rinon orl f mre , a. 

mobO tam 0 81190 102 jovedivee wD annofonA yd hebiy > eegmeb oe) ped cia bli 
taliigauion Nee eat yahewsin + ongognn re aidT oats olagas git E01’ CSOT) a 
voboiw levine Mates) bovoqn! lle) cox ylavioelie dotiw obsoc! Y réliow ber al OFZe 


eeu tones Dae aw deeb ts 9 Jesolieoe sf T cinoma Sansune ou rsomnebA voll sitive air 
ipioedim wd dpe er wo Lotytecd ai ane eulT .yntblied “yorbons” sneoU erg ylinwi vations gs ts. 

by abw teow ot ne eet etittoers | bos ounsv A todis T lo baz dintoe of] ro > ee pines sable 
(bounsags), AM 


J ange | a the : oly - An 
ised nORMNTINES 9. lel SV TT ASSAM Re 


WAV Yo tne bashwvtadt 3c) oF estalen trv ciel work Bea byw wit eer. om 

ant ve wel as Bien Wnaieobres ou-tinid loanab \a an sqolsvab ab fies! lon 
AIT) ost) ohobend Bete dn} eben Oo m NPE e to eg sors of on geallguesods 2 
heer Hor heireg boiell & ee nav ioe ntrw rebniod rinlaow Hae i) ene! eae ‘suneh 20 

Ai tomo mawob Ud & awore (dM bas eteodtod loge G2 ofl DORI oT (hikide 
MEI% st90cblh AA boledal vi tion s2anoo cidioD iaigsq ug ADbBI o x aswel § 
ingixe regectobt jenanes i02i bien 27) gonub gorge aint ai tome bay ust! | jo sina Meo ach me: 
aT 2aplingtt- boos? bas lf) 279 f8 af: oF grngnaied Zevon ows ae coeper a 
A Une netwolt , lpg a of i lgagouced ep no tpn uf are Br es 0 © tion 


2. Oe orshe soutdoot wa ng ang nal petit wth pane 
Lr | NohoadaGd ai gineq ae i Ue 
sgbeenin bettie: doi Dlg oder! ot ome ani "nebagg oo & bai a Sasa 

jo vemos ot is gal elboeesnnwis baal) Wo.saedest Go! owl! a ! 


oe. ‘tewnalD O81 se foudst boovenser’) teu of e 110i taser 
jal" on} bolino caw Ramen , ee Oe ae 1 bra-£ee 
Jeabie Se epons N + 299 #5 ~] D k 


fb eae7ort sia gore | 
Aging A HH acl no ks 


ny Rae 
Ae Bis i) 


i 
" a eth 


Vv Y FORM CON U ON_ SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretar. Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Do euesrer DV 
Property Name: Franklin Field North 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Evidently, the oldest property in this area is the Carpenter Gothic cottage at 184 Harvard Street. This gable 
fronted, side passage house overlooks a broad front lawn. Its front porch timmings and gable barge boarding 
incorporate acorn mouls. Italianate and Italianate/ Mansard housing is pretty much confined to Abbott Road with the 
most substantial Italianate house in the area situated at 31 Abbott Road. Although covered with asphalt shingles, 
this house retains its distinctive pedimented gable form and elements including a polygonal front porch with console 
bracketed arches. This porch is flanked by square bays with deep bracketed eaves. Completing the formal surface 
finishes is a center, pedimented gable at the main facade. Noteworthy Italianate /Mansard housing on this street 
includes #6 Abbott Road with its early 1900's 2-story Colonial Revival front porch. The main entrance is set 
within a paneled polygonal bay. Its 3-bay x 4-bay main block retains its clapboards (in badly weathered condition) 
and is surmounted by a straightsided hip roof. Further down the street at #26 Abbott Streeti s another large 
Italainate Mansard with stucco wall covering and windows with Italianate comice headed lintels. This house is 
enclosed by a straightsided mansard roof paired and pedimented dormers 


In this area, the Stick Style generally appears in the form of isolated elements within Queen Anné housing. #70 
Bernard Street, for example, stands with 2-bay end wall gable to the street; its interest mainly lies within its attic's 
lively diamond shaped shingles and boss-ornamented barge boards. Further down the street at #'s 80,82 (the more 
intact of the two) and #'s 86,88 Bernard Street are twin houses with 6 bay main facades, scalloped shingle 
banding beneath the eaves and center,scalloped shingle-covered gables with barge boarding ornamented with incized 
tectangles. Also blending the Suck with the Queen Anne style in a memorable way is 186 Harvard Street with an 
end wall gable that combines a lower apron of shingles with curvilnear raised board ornamentation. 


The Queen Anne style is scattered about the area and is best represented on Charlotte Street. 

Situated off Blue Hill Avenue, near Franklin Park, its streetscapes speak to the incredible vanety of structural forms 
inherent in popular 19th century architectural styles with towered, intersecting gambrel, and boxy hip roofed structural 
configurations. In a sense, Franklin Park is continued down this street via its grassy, hedge- bordered front yards. 
The wood shingle covered #28 Charlotte Street is one of the finest examples of a towered Queen Anne/ 
Jacobethan style house in the city of Boston. Its front porch with all the exuberance of a San Francisco Queen Anne ( 
exotic Turkish arch, well turned balusters and posts as well as turned work in the transoms) links such visually 
disparate structural components as a conically capped comer tower and Medieval Revival bay which culminates in 
board and batten gable weatment. These treatments, including splaid eaves are repeated in the center dormer. 

Another Charlotte Street Queen Anne of note for its asymmetrical form is the towered residence at #44 Charlotte 
Street. Here, a Tuscan columned porch wraps around the off- center tower and north west comer. The tower 
culminates in a distinctive bell cast shape,adding to the overall interest in the streetscape. #35 Charlotte Street is 
a very substantial Queen Anne/Colonial Revival house noteworthy for its paired bow fronts, full length front porch 
with paired Tuscan columns, onginal front door with large oval pane and leaded glass side lights as well as a stained 
glass window on a side wall. 


Easily the most dramatically sited Queen Anne house is 686 Blue Hill Avenue (near Mc Clellan Street). Situated 
on a high rise overlooking Franklin Park, this wood shingle covered house is noteworthy for massing that 
encompasses towered and polygonal forms. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEE 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary. Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DrrerEste e_ DV 


Property Name: Franklin Field North 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description-Franklin Field North 


Kingsdale Street, boasts an interesting collection of Queen Anne style housing, including #48 Kingsdale Street, 
with its encircling verandah displaying clapboards and wood shingles, turned posts and transom elements, as well as 
2-story polygonal bay at the street-facing gable. This house retains a sense of a Victorian garden setting. #'s 53 and 
55 Kingsdale Street, speak to the variety of ways a basic, boxy , "end-wall gable to the street" Queen Anne can be 
enlivened by projecting entrance bays, one story comer bay and two story octagonal bay. The double attic window is 
recessed deeply with curving, wood shingle covered side walls, is a picturesque Shingle Style element. 


Across the street is the altered, but still architecturally significant, Shingle/Colonial Revival 56 Kingsdale Street 
with its sweeping roof lines, projecting center pavillion with arched bracing and tall stair hall window to the left of the 
porch with its carved , broken scroll Colonial Revival enframents. 


Across Glenway Street from the Sarah E. Greenwood School at #185 Glenway is a Queen Anne/Shingle style 
house whose street-facing gambrel exhibits a great sun burst detail. 


Artfully blending Queen Anne form with Colonial Revival elements is 37 Bernard Street. Standing with gable end 
to the street, this house features a full length Tuscan columned front porch, off center bow front and a pedimented 
gable with a Palladian window set within a broad, semi circular arch. This arch springs from short, stocky, over size 
balusters. Marking the curve in Bradshaw Street as it meets Charlotte, the large Queen Anne/Colonial Revival house at 
50 Bradshaw Street exhibits a front porch with paired Tuscan columns and a number of secondary masses, 
specifically bowed and polygonal bays --all of this enclosed by an intersecting gable roof with well rendered Palladian 
window on the main facade's attic gable. 


The Colonial Revival Style, like the Queen Anne style, is best represented in the Franklin Field North Area on 
Charlotte Street. #38 Charlotte Street is a fine example of Georgian Revival, near-mansion scale residence 
composed of a 3-bay x 2-bay main block with full - length Tuscan columned front porch, pedimented center pavillion 
which is flanked by bow fronts. Its edges are accented by Ionic pilasters while Doric pilasters accent the edges of the 
center pavillion. This roof is enclosed by a low hip roof. Paired and pedimented dormers appear at the roof slopes. 
#62 Charlotte Street, corner of Bradshaw Street, combines relatively rambling Queen Anne form with Colonial 
Revival elements, serving as a fine "gate way" structure to the architectural treasures of Charlotte Street. 


Another well rendered Colonial Revival house is #42 Bicknell Street. This 3-bay x 2-bay residence features a full 
length front porch with high rusticated stone piers which support Tuscan columns. The center entrance is flanked by 
narrow sidelights and is set within a well molded enframement. One story polygonal bays flank the front door. At the 
second level what had been a large segmental headed window has been converted into a porch door and is flanked by 
onel windows. This house's edges are accented by Ionic pilasters. At the center of the main roof slope is a pair of 
dormers with broken scroll pediments. 


Perhaps the most extraodinanly eclectic house in the Franklin Field North Areais 51 Bicknell Street 
with its memorable blend Richardsonian Romanesque (broad rusticated brownstone and yellow brick entrance arch), 
Queen Anne window shapes, broad Shingle style end wall gable at the main facade and Chateauesque hip roof. 


Although this area was essentially built up by the time of World War I, the boxy, hip roofed rectangular house at 166 
Harvard Street, with Colonial Revival elements and exposed, Craftsman Style rafters attests to trends in both local 
and national building trades around 1920. 
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Architectural Description continued 


Noteworthy, non- residential architecture in this area include a church, two schools and two synogogues. St. Leo's 
Roman Catholic Church at # 96 Esmond Street was built in the Rennaissance Revival Style in 1902 from 
designs provided by an undetermined architect. 


The Georgian Revival William E.Endicott School at #2 Mc Clellan Street was builtin 1906 from designs 
provided by James E. Mc Laughlin. The Georgian Revival Sarah Greenwood School at 18 Glenway Street was 
built on the former Charles Greenwood farm in 1919. The Greenwood School was designed by Funk and 
Wilcox . 
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Property Name: Franklin Field North 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative 


speedway and grandstand.In 1912, President John F. Kennedy's grandfather, Mayor John "Honey Fitz" Fitzgerald 
won the silver cup at the one- seated carriage races on Dorchester Day. The Dorchester Gentlemen's Driving Club 
continued to race at Franklin Field until the rise of the automobile by 1920. Undoubtedly the proximity of these parks 
and the activities of the Dorchester Gentlemen's Club figured in the building boom which took place along the streets 
north of Franklin Field around 1900. Actually an earlier residential development was set out c.1870 (and "in place" 
by 1874) in the triangular section bounded by Harvard, Blue Hill Avenue and Wales Street (including Abbott and 
Vesta Road). Once part of the William E. Abbott farm which was oriented to the Brush Hill Turnpike (Blue Hill 
Avenue), this tract encompassed a "house, stable, shop, com barn and one -half of a barn on 27 acres." This 
residential development was, with its substantial I talianate/Mansard residences, architecturally comparable to and 
contemporary with the eastern portion of Dix Street in the King Square area. Survivors from this earliest phase of 
relatively large scale residential development include the Italianate Helen C. Dove House at 31 Abbott Street , 
which judging by style may be the earlest (c.late1860) house in this development. By the 1910s this was the home of 
Mrs.Claude F. (Marie C.) Morand and by the early 1930s was the residence of Samuel and Bessie Rosemark. Mr. 
Rosemark was the treasurer of the Mayflower Colonial Shops and was associated with the Boston Parlor Frame Co. 
at 53 Wareham Street. Other relatively intact houses from the 1870s Abbott development are 6 and 26 Abbott 
Street.(both extant by 1874, the former lived in by Smiths , Sumners, Bowens and the latter by Marks', Hayes', and 
Hildreths). Of the three streets in this development, Abbott Street provides the most evidence of the 1870s streetscape 
of [talianate/Mansards while Vesta Road is largely lined by the three deckers of later, turn of the century development. 
Wales Street presents a mixed collection of 1910s and 20s brick Georgian Revival apartment buildings as well as 
housing from the old Abbott development of the 1870's such as 40 Wales Street which was owned by a Morse & 
Hardy in 1874 and later by Whitneys from c.1880 until at least the early 1930s. 


Most of the residential development in the Franklin Field North area dates from c.1890 to 1910. This area developed 
from south to north. The houses bordering Bemard, and Kingsdale Streets in the southern portion of this area 
represent slightly earlier, sparsely ornamented historic architectural styles than that of the more formal and substantial 
housing north of Harvard Street. For example the Stick / Queen Anne house at 70 Bernard Street was built c.late 
1880's. Its land had been part of the Mt. Bowdoin Land Association's multi- lot tract (1870s) which was quite 
extensive, with lots bordering either side of Glenway, Bernard, Glen, York and May Streets. During the early 1880s 
its lot was part of the less extensive Gooch tract and by the late 1880's, a Charles O. Wheeler lived at #70 Bernard. 
From the early 1900s until at least the 1930s, Winifred L. Sinnott, book keeper (1910's) owned this house, renting all 
or part of it to John A. Cunningham, an inspector of milk for the City of Boston. Also dating to the late 1880s and 
standing on a Mt. Bowdoin Land Association lot is the Queen Anne 48 Kingsdale Street which was built for an 
E.F. Tiden and lived in by Frederick F. Noonan, photo engraver by the early 1930s. Kingsdale Street was set out by 
1874 and was originally called Coolidge Avenue. Across the street at 53/58 Kingsdale Street isa Queen Anne 
house built in 1895 for a J. H. Dufill by a C. Hodgdon, architect and James H. Hutchins, builder. 


The area south of Harvard Street has the lion's share of multi- family dwellings in this area with three deckers, now 
mostly altered, bordering Nightingale, Kingsdale, Browning and Kerwin Streets. Perhaps the most intersting example 
of a multi- family house in this areais #40 Kingsdale Street. Exhibiting a three Tuscan columned porch with 
distinctive "chamfered" bays, #40 was built in 1909 for and by Herbert S. Ray, builder from designs provided by 
John S. Ray. 
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Historical Narrative continued 


North of Harvard Street, housing bordering north-south streets such as Esmond , Bicknell and Gleason Streets seems 
to have been largely a product of the mid 1890's building boom. For example, 51 Bicknell Street, a well 
designed Queen Anne/Shingle/Richardsonian Romanesque hybnd, was built in 1895 for M. Varnum Swift by H.F. 
Purinton, architect and James H. Davidson, builder. Over 15 years later, Bicknell Street was still being built up with 

_ architecturally significant homes, including 30,32 Bicknell Street which was built in 1913 for an S. Rubentein 

_ who lived at 85 Quincy Street. It was designed in the Colonial Revival Style by the Silberman Engineering Co. 


_ Although Blue Hill Avenue is bordered by mostly large apartment buildings from the 1920s exhibiting designs of 

_ moderate interest, a free- standing, wood frame Queen Anne house high on a rise at 686 Blue Hill Avenue, 
represents a remnant of the old Thomas C. Wales estate. The Wales House actually stood behind #686. The Wales 
heirs sold their land to William Donaldson et al during the 1890s. In 1900, 686 Blue Hill Avenue was built by 
William Donaldson from designs provided by architect Nathan Douglass . It was built as a 2-family dwelling. Owned 
_ for several decades by the Bossert family of the Bossert Electric Construction Company this house was owned by 
Samuel M. Pearl, physician , by 1933. 


Glenway Street. together with Bernard Street forms a major north-south artery in this area and here and there it 
is bordered by housing that approaches the style and substance of the streets to the west. 109 Glenway Street is a 

_ Substantial Queen Anne residence that was built for architect James D. Mc Kay. Although Mc Kay designed several 
houses in this area, including 51 Charlotte Street, A. B. Pinkham was #109 Glenway's architect. Pinkham 
designed 96 Lynhurst Street in the Melville Park section of Dorchester, cited in Douglas Shand Tucci's Built in 
Boston as having one of the most lavish interiors in Boston. Further study is needed on housing between Glenway, 
eastward to the New York New Haven Railroad tracks. Built -up between 1895 and 1915, this area was part of the 
_Mt Bowdoin Land Association lots shown on the 1874 Atlas. (includes Brenton, Roxton, Maybrook, York, Harlem 
and Fowler Streets). 


Charlotte Street is by far the most architecturally significant street in this area with house, after house representing 
_ Well crafted and well designed "pure" and hybrid examples of the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival styles. Charlotte 
Street was set out between 1894-1898. During the 1870's, it was part of the Bicknell/Williams tract. By c. 1890 it 
_ Was part of a large rectangular, 531,998 tract that stretched southeastward from Blue Hill Avenue and was owned by 
William Minot Jr. et al, trustees.Boston Building Directories' listings of the 1920s and 30s reflect the trend toward 
Ownership in westemm Dorchester and Mattapan by members of the Jewish community who moved here from the 
North End , West End ,north slope of Beacon Hill and the Dover street section of the South End 


_ An early example of upscale housing on Charlotte Street is the Colonial Revival residence at 38 Charlotte Street 
that was built for and by Joseph F. Mills in 1896. Grocery Co.Inc., at 60 Fulton Street. Mills was already living in 
the area at 22 Nightingale Street. By 1910, Charles A. Smith of Smith Brothers, 1211 Washington Street lived here 
and by the early 1930's, it was owned by Barnett Kuposky. A major example of the work of Dorchester architect 
Samuel J. Brown stands at 28 Charlotte Street. Built for Ferdinand N. Triffit in 1898, this towered Queen Anne 
house was owned by an Elizabeth F. Pinkam (wife of architect A.B. Pinkham?) during the 1910s and by provisions 
dealer Samuel Polimer by the early 1930's. #28's architect, Samuel J. Brown was responsible for unusually robust, 
Well crafted and fancifully designed Queen Anne houses elsewhere in the Boston area including, the Mitchell House 
on Walnut Street, between Highland Avenue and Austin Avenue, Newton (1885), the Fottler house at 389 
Washington Street (1900) , and 102 Ocean Street at Ashmont, Dorchester (1899). 
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Historical Narrative 


By the 1920s, most of the lots in this area had been built -up with residences. 166 Harvard Street , a Craftsman 
Style house of the 1920's was built on a portion of the once extensive George E. Nightingale tract. It was designed 
by architect Harry M. Ramsay (office 50 Bromfield Street) and was onginally owned by Louis Segal who is listed as 
the mechanic involved in the project. 


Two of Franklin Field North's most important historic resources are its houses of worship and schools. Two 
synogogues provide evidence of Franklin Field North's once thriving Jewish community (early 1900s-early 1950s .) 


Discussion of Franklin Field North's synogogues should be briefly prefaced by a look at the important role Boston's 
Jewish community played in shaping this area from 1900 until the late 1960's. From the early 1900's until the mid 
1920s, the suburban center of Boston Jewery was in Dorchester and Upper Roxbury. As early as the late 1890s 
mostly Eastern European Jews from Boston's North End began to settle in areas bordering Blue Hill Avenue. One 
measure of the Jewish community's early growth in this area was the ability of only 140 families to raise the money 
necessary to fund the construction of the enormous Adath Jeshurun synogogue on Blue Hill Avenue and Brunswick 
Street in the Grove Hall section. By the mid 1920s, the stable middle class Jewish population of Franklin Field and 
other areas along Blue Hill Avenue from Mattapan Square to Grove Hall began to move farther out into the suburbs. 
This affluent group was followed by working class and lower middle class Jews who were attracted to the new 
apartments being built along Washington Street, Blue Hill Avenue as well as some of the multi -family housing on 
side streets. By the late 1920s / early 1930s 77,000 Jews lived in the Dorchester/Mattapan area--roughly half of the 
entire Jewish population living in the greater Boston area. By 1950, the Jewish population had declined to 70,000 and 
numbered less than 1,000 by the end of the 1960s as the population became increasingly composed of Afro 
Americans, Hatians and other Carribean island groups, Cape Verdeans etc. 


Organized during the 1910's, #103 Nightingale Street was built as the Chai Odom Synogogue in 1922. Its 
congregation moved to a Queen Anne mansion at 77 Englewood Avenue in 1968. No architect has been identified for 
the 1922 synogogue on Nightingale Street. Franklin Field's Chai Odom was built on what had been part of the 
Elizabeth Floyd tract during the 1870's, later passing to Newhalls (1880s'), J. Frank Pope (1890s) and Marion Wolf 
by the 1910s. In 1898, a large wooden building owned by Pope, covered this lot. 


Anchoring the northeast corner of this area is the large Fowler Street Synogogue or Congregation Beth EI at 
# 94 Fowler Street.The beginnings of this synogogue lie in the middle of the early 1900's when a small group 
of Jewish families in the Mt. Bowdoin district organized a congregation and in 1910, purchased land on Fowler 
Street, two blocks from Mount Bowdoin Station. Beth El's Fowler Street Synogogue was dedicated in September 
1912. During the 1920s, Beth El was among the Dorchester congregations that became less conservative, abandoning 
their late Friday evening services and choirs as well as youth activities, hymnals and family pews. This move away 
from the Conservative Movement in the 1920's was a reflection of the change from the needs of a more tradition 
bound middle class exiting the area to a more liberal working and lower middle class constituency (continued). 
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NVENTO FORM CONTINUATION SHEE 


\ALASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
“Dokert ESTER DV 


Property Name: Franklin Field North 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Description continued 


Turning to the schools in the area, The William E. Endicott School at 2 Mc Lellan, comer of Blue Hill 
Avenue was built in 1906 from designs provided by James E. Mc Laughlin. As early as 1874, a wood frame school 
house had been situated on this lot. The Endicott serves to anchor the northwest corner of this area. Situated in the 
heart of this distnct is the Sarah Greenwood School at 18 Glenway Street. It was built in 19 19 from 
designs provided by Fink and Wilcox. It stands on the site of the old Charles Greenwood farm. Charles Greenwood 
was born in 1832 , the son of Artemus and Sarah Dudley Greenwood. The large Greenwood farm was located on 
Harvard Street between Waterlow and Gleason Streets, running back to Mt. Bowdoin.The Greenwood homestead, 
129 Harvard Street, was a white clapboard house, set back from the street, near what is now Greenwood Street. This 
farm also had a "well-kept" barn and a "fine herd of cows". "Charlie Greenwood was a bachelor, farmer , milkman, 
and real estate operator who was a liberal contributor to the Harvard Congregational Church. 
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AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Form No. 


Area 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 


220 Momissey Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02125 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 
Massachusctts Historical Commission KASS PAS 

80 Boylston Street 

Boston, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll se 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 


USGS Quad Areal etter Form Numbes in Artz 
Rosow 
soutTH Dede hin the eo 
Town Boston, Massachusetts 


Place(neighborhood or village) 
Dorchester 

Name of Area St. Marks/Mather Street 

Ecclesiastical, 


Present Use 


residential 


Construction Dates or Penod c. 1840-1930 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community’. 
The focal point of this relatively small area is St. Mark's Roman Catholic Church. The boundaries of this area 
have been drawn to include architecturally significant residential structures on the north and south sides of the 
church complex. This area is bounded by Dorchester Avenue on the east, Roseland Street as far west as Santuit 
Street on the south, the back lot lines of St. Marks (Samoset Street) and on the north by Mather Street.The focal 
point of the area , as well as the most highly visible landmark is the Gothic St. Mark's Roman: Catholic 
Church (1915). Also situated on the St.Mark's property is a Georgian Revival rectory (#20 Roseland 
Street), as well as a Georgian Revival convent and Gothic Revival St. Mark's Roman Catholic School . These 
buildings are surrounded by play areas and parking lots as well as landscaped grounds along Dorchester 
Avenue. To the south of the church complex, bordering the south side of Roseland Street are well-crafted Queen 
Anne / Colonial Revival 3-deckers at 15 to 31 Roseland Street. Ranged along Cheverus Road, on the north 
side of St. Mark's is a group of eight 2-family houses (#'s 5 to 37 Cheverus Road) which constitute a 
streetscape made memorable by the rythmic repetition of boxy, wood shingle clad, gable fronted forms. This 
area also encompasses Centre Avenue (not to be confused with Centre Street, which curves north eastward at 
the western end of Centre Avenue).Centre Avenue offers a very diverse collection of housing, ranging from 
Italianate /Mansard residences in various states of preservation. (The T-shaped Italianate Mansard at 17 
Centre Avenue retains its clapboards and bell cast mansard roof). #'s 3 and 15 Centre Avenue blend 
Suck work elements with Queen Anne form.Particularly noteworthy is the well crafted Queen Anne with Stick 
Srule (cantinued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

This area ‘s boundary lines have been drawn to spotlight the Industrial School for Girls on Centre Street 

and St Marks Roman Catholic Church complex on Dorchester Avenue between Cheverus Road and Roseland 
Street The housing in this area might have otherwise been included almost as an after thought to provide a context 
for the church and schoo! but as it turns out encompasses some architecturally significant late 19th /early 20th 
century housing, particularly within the realm of three deckers. Dorchester Avenue, the eastern boundary for this 
small area was set out as a toll road as early as 1804. Centre Street was part of an east-west system of roads that 
Was in place by 1830, stretching from Mattapan Square to Commercial Point via Norfolk, Centre and Mill 

Streets. The oldest building in this area, interestingly is an institution rather than a residence. The Industrial School 
for Girls at 252 Centre Street was founded in 1853 and evidently occupied the present substantial brick 
Italianate/Mansard residence from the 1850's until at least the 1930's. The school was built for "girls ten to fifteen 
years old [ who] are recieved here, and trained in good conduct and habits of self-support. Parents or guardians 
must put them under the entire control of the managers for a fixed time. On leaving the school for service, the girls 
are generally placed in country families, where they may still be controlled to a certain extent by the managers." 
The girls typically came from "broken" families affected by death,desertion, drink or crime. The Industrial School 
staff was charged with sending the girls to public schools, training them in home economics with a special 
emphasis on sewing.The school's goal was to "turn out...competent and attractive women". When the school was 
founded the Centre Street section near Dorchester Avenue had only a handful of farm houses in the area owned by 
Nixons, Gorhams,Hildreths and Withingtons.The Industrial School for Girls is believed to be the oldest extant 
charitable institution in Dorchester. Its still ample grounds provide a remarkable glimpse into a world of the 
Victorian era's less fortunate in an area that at the time of the school's founding was far removed from the densely 
settled sections of the town. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases- 1794, 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918,1933 
Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

The Gothic Churches of Dorchester, Douglas Shand Tucci, 1972 

Built in Boston, City and Suburb, D.S. Tucci, 1978 

Taxable Valuation of the Town of Dorchester, 1869 

The Dorchester Book, Illustrated, 1899, G.H. Ellis , printer, Boston 


[ ] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Cniteria Statement Form. 7/92 
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Vv O O ONTIN ON SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DotenesteR Dw 
Property Name: St. Mark's/ Mather Street 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


barge board treatments at #15 Centre Avenue. The three bay main facade exhibits a small, open front porch with 
curvilinear bracing and square posts and a two story polygonal bay with scalloped shingles projects from the left bay . 
This building is enclosed by a broad gable roof with attic walls covered by scalloped shingles. Additionally, small 
sawcut brackets appear beneath the eaves. Centre Street, forming the northem edge of the district , is noteworthy for 
the large, brick Italianate/Mansard institutional building at 252 Centre Street. Formerly the Industnal School for 
Girls, this brick structure is composed of a main block and west ell. Projecting from the center of its three bay main 
facade is a small, enclosed entry with mansardic roof. This distinctive straight sided mansard roof profile is echoed 
in the roofs of the main block and side ell. Miraculously, given the New England climate, most of the slate shingles 
are intact. The main block's massive mansard is surmounted by a mansard roofed cupola. Narrow, fully enframed 
double windows with angled and bracketed wooden lintels pierce the walls of the three bay main facade, otherwise, 
single, narrower than standard sized windows are the rule. This house is situated at the center of a relatively ample, 
75,000 square foot lot. Also noteworthy along Centre Street are Queen Anne 3-deckers with robust, well crafted 
porches at #'s 227, 229 and 233 Centre Avenue. 


Returning to St. Mark's Roman Catholic Church complex it should be noted that the parish commissioned Charles 
Brigham of Bngham, Coveney and Bisbee to design the church. Built in 1914,Douglas Shand Tucci described this 
church's interior in The Gothic Churches of Dorchester_as "austere and lovely and very dervitive of All Saints' 

( Ashmont )." Brigham , Coveney and Bisbee were the architects of the enormous, domed Chnstian Science Church 
in the Back Bay. This complex also encompasses a Georgian Revival rectory as well as a convent and school. 


Mather Street, the northern-most street in this area deserves further study as a thoroughfare that began as a country 
lane leading to a few farm houses by 1850. The historic resources of this street, including a Greek Revival front 
gabled house and several stylish and substantial Italianate/Mansard houses were discovered late in the survey 
process. This thoroughfare's residences between numbers 8 and44 and 19 and 47 Mather Street deserve 


closer inspection. 
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Vv FO ONTINUATION SHE 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Do Rett ESTE DW 


Property Name: St- Marks / Mather Street 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 

In between the founding of the Industrial School for Girls during the 1850's and the construction of the St. Mark's 
Roman Catholic Church complex at the time of World War I, the area immediately around these institutions followed a 
familiar pattern of large farms being sub-divided over time into ever smaller house lots until by 1900, this area was 
densely built-up. 


Somewhat confusingly, this area contains a Centre Street and a Centre Avenue. The former is the old road that runs 
east from Codman Square, jogging northward as it nears Dorchester Avenue. The latter dates to c.1870-73 and at 
only a single block in length is hardly an avenue at all, running between Centre Street and Dorchester Avenue. Centre 
Street may have started out as a driveway running westward from Dorchester Avenue to the Italianate residence of 
Henry M. Snell at 12 Centre Avenue. He was a merchant, whose company was located on Devonshire Street in 
Boston. In the 1869 Taxable Valuation for the Town of Dorchester, Mr. Snell's then very new home is valuated at 
$4,500.00 and is listed as being on "lot #3" near Centre Avenue. It is evidently the oldest house in this area. By 1894, 
Elmer E. House, dentist owned this property. His heirs owned it up until c.1920. By 1933, a G. Zuffaute owned this 
house which by that time sat on a lot that had been reduced from 11,539 square feet in 1918 to 5,813 square feet by 
1933. Another early house in this area is the Elizabeth Field house , a substantial T-shaped Italianate / Mansard at 17 
Centre Avenue , comer of Centre Street. She is listed as a widow in the 1874 Boston Directory. For a time during 
the 1880's and 90's, the heirs of Nathan Carruth owned this house. Nathan Carruth was the first president of the Old 
Colony Railroad and owned extensive real estate holdings, particularly in the Ashmont section of Dorchester. Later 
owners included Bailys (1900's) Austins (1910's) and Mongets (1930's). At the opposite end of the block bounded 
by Centres Avenue and Street and Dorchester Avenue, an Ira Marbury, plumber owned a sizeable lot with a Queen 
Anne House built by 1884 and a stable which stood near the middle of this block. The Marbury house is now #1675 
Dorchester Avenue. A second structure, evidently a house on the Marbury property ,was standing at 233 
Centre Street by 1884. 233 Centre Street was transformed into a triple decker by 1894. It was owned by an F.M. 
Bantwell in 1894 and became part of a trio of triple deckers by 1910. By 1933, the diverse mix of people in the area 
is underlined by the names of this trio's residents: William Ramsden at 227, J. O'Neil at 229 and Samuel Barowitz 
at 233 Centre Street. 


Centre Avenue was almost completely built up by 1894 with a c. late 1880's Stick/Queenn Anne house at 

3 Centre Street built for Edward W. Upham, salesman, 18 India Wharf and no doubt a member of the old 
Dorchester family for whom Uphams Corner was named. By the early 1930's the Yankee Uphams had sold this 
house to Irish policeman Daniel P. Duggan. As early as c.1890, a policeman from Station #11, Leroy W. Dinsmore, 
built the Queen Anne house at 15 Centre Avenue. 


5/7 to 35/37 Cheverus Road represents a late addition to this area dating to the 1920's and provides more 
evidence of the growing density of certain sections of Dorchester during the first three decades of the twentieth 
century. Built on the former farm land of Withingtons and Sargents (mid-late 19th century), these 2-family houses 
had an overwhelmingly Irish ownership by 1933. As early as 1918, the future path of Cheverus Road is indicated on 
the atlas of that year by broken "proposed" street lines. Undoubtedly attracted by the proximity of St. Mark's to their 
residences, these homeowners included Wards, Leahys, Walls (C.J. Wall, clerk, 104 Kingston Street, 17 Cheverus 
Road), Corbetts, Kellys, Rileys (Harold V. Kelly, controller, 259 Washington Street, 27 Cheverus Road), 
Sullivans and Cosgroves (Margaret L. Cosgrove, teacher, Eliot School, 37 Cheverus Road). 


Further research is needed regarding Mather Street which appears on the 1850 map as cul-de-sac leading to the 
farm houses of W.Holmes, J. Foster and R.M. Weymouth. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Sccretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
D oe cpHesrTetd DW 


Property Name: St. Marks/ Mather Street 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative-St. Marks, continued 


Turning to the evolution of the St. Marks Roman Catholic Church complex at 1740 Dorchester Avenue (rectory 
at 20 Roseland Street) it should be noted that by 1874, the future site of the church complex consisted of the 
Joseph Sargent house lot and a vacant tnangular parcel to the south owned by the heirs of Edward Foster. Roseland 
Street would not be set out until 1900-1910. By 1894, William A. Fitzpatrick, John Driscoll and Harnet Withington 
owned this site. John Dniscoll's house is shown as located next to the future entrance to Cheverus Road. Between 
1900 and 1910 a wooden predecessor church was built near the comer of Roseland and Dorchester Avenue and the 
brick rectory at 20 Cheverus Road is extant. By 1910, St. Mark's property encompased 35,000 square feet. 

St. Mark's Church was built in 1914 by the architects of the great domed Chnistian Science Church in the Back Bay : 
Brigham, Coveney and Bisbee , with Charles Brigham the principle architect of this design. This firm was 
responsible for St. Paul's Natick which was built in 1919. During the 1920's, the church complex embraced three 
contiguous lots containing 74,560 square feet (church and convent), 4,000 square feet (rectory) and 55,154 square 


feet (school). 
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Prepared June 17, 1995 See attached photographs 
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252 Centre st. 
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FORM A- AREA 
Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll ee 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion Eo is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Assessor's Sheets 


Massachusctts Historical Commission V2N -IYE 
80 Boylston Strect 


USGS Quad Area letter lonm Numbers in Area 
BOsTo 
Town Boston, Massachusctts 


Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 


Name of Arca Port Norfolk 


Present Use _ residential ,commercial 


Construction Dates or Period 1845-1900 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations A.T. Stearns 


Lumber co.site east_of Taylor demolished. 


Acreage 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) Apmil, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
Port Norfolk is located ai the southeast comer of Dorchester. It is divided into two well- defined segments by 
the MBTA Red Line / O!d Colony Railroad tracks.The segment on the west side of the railroad tracks is 
bounded by Neponset Boulevard on the west, Redfield Strect on the north, the railroad tracks on the east and 
the back lot lines of Taylor Street properties on the south. The second and larger of the two segments is a 
peninsula bordered by Pine Neck Creek on the west, the Neponset River on the south and east and the railroad 
tracks on the north. This area 1s primanly noteworthy for its relatively large collection of Greek Revival and 
Italianate housing.Al though Port Norfolk's mid 19th century housing retain integnty of siting and elements, it 
has, for the most part, been altered by the application of modern sheathing matcnals and changes to onginal 
form and fenestration. 


During the second half o: the nineteenth century, industrial sections evolved along the shores of the Neponset 
River. Although the northern section (bordering Ericsson Street) retains a half a dozen structures associated 
with the old Putnam and Company Nail Works, the eastern industrial section is completely devoid of A.T. 
Stearns Lumber Co. buildings, but does retain significant remnants of granite block bulk heads associated with 
Laban Pratt's Lumber business. Port Norfolk posesses a modified grid plan; its streets tend to be lined primarily 
with 2.5 story upnght and wing homes with both Greek Revival and Italianate detailing with the ocassional 
Carpenter Gothic house with steeply - pitched gable and irregular plan and rectangular , L, or T-shaped 


Italianate /Mancarde with hell cact mancard nrafilec 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

Port Norfolk was called Pine Neck in the 17th century. During the 17th and 18th centuries Port Norfolk and 
Commercial Point ,to the north, attracted mariners and fishermen. Pine Neck contained a pine-coverd hill 
surrounded by marsh. Post Norfolk's documented history in the seventeenth century is minimal largely because 
there were vfew , if any families living there. The Minot, Pierce and Tolman families all owned pasture lands on 
Pine Neck (Port Norfolk}. maintaining their houselots in the Neponset area. The Edmund J. Baker Map of 
Dorchester and Milton of 1831 shows Port Norfolk devoid of housing. The coming of the Old Colony Railroad to 
Dorchester in 1844 opened Port Norfolk up to residential and commercial development. Luther Briggs. the noted 
mid 19th century architect was hired by Edward King, the president of the Neponset Wharf Company to survey 
and lay out lots along Pine Neck Road, now Walut Street. This street was improved with 278 loads of 
gravel.Briggs went on to extend new streets on the neck including Fulton (Lawley St.) , High (Port Norfolk St) 
and Taylor St Walnut Steet was also extended and for a time was called Union Street. The present street system 
at Port Norfolk was more or less in place by 1859.Briggs is credited with the construction of several houses at 
Port Norfolk including his own Greek Revival house at # 20 Water Street (behind 118 Walnut St) . Luther 
Briggs Jr. was born in Pembroke , Ma.in 1822, son of a ship builder and descendant of generations of 
Shipwrights. He was educated at a private school in Pembroke and later attended Hanover Academy .In 1839 he 
went to work as a draftsman for his uncle, Alexander Parris, Boston's leading architect and engineer at that time. 
In 1842, Briggs left Parns’ office to work for another important Boston architect, Gndley J. F. Bryant. Bryant 
opened in his own architectural office in 1844 .Surviving drawings from the 1840s indicate that Biggs was 
interested in the picturesque, Gothic Revival architecture featured in the pattern books of A.J. Downing. Briggs 
moved to Port (continued : 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester {aps Atlases-1794,1830,1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898,1910,1918,1933 

Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

Old Time New England, S.P. N.E. A. Vol. LX VII, Nos. 3-4, Winter Spring 1977, Ed Zimmer article on 
Luther Briggs. 

Boston University Study on Port Norfolk-1977, BLC files 

W.D. Orcutt,Good Old Dorchester, 1893 

Downing, A.J., The Arckitecture of Country Houses 


[| Recommended as a 'sational Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Critena Statement Fem. 7192 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
Do Per este 


Property Name: Port Norfolk 


Form No: 
DA 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Representing a departure from the paradigmatic side- hall plan rule 1s 2 Lorenzo Street which exhibits an entrance 
at the center of a broad street facing gable. Its center entrance retains its saw cut scroll door hood and is flanked by 
octagonal panelled polygonal bays. Bordering the north side of Tavlor Street, between Rice and Oakman Streets is an 
interesting but altered collection of T and L-shaped Greek Revival /Italianate houses with the most substantial of the 
group located at the corner of Rice and Taylor Streets. 2 Rice Street is a gable fronted, side passage dwelling, its 
Greek Revival detailing includes the entry's Doric pilasters, heavy Donc pilaster and entablature. 


Woodworth Street , from an architectural and landscape perspecuve is the most interesting of the streets west of 
the rail road tracks at Port Norfolk. Notew orthy houses on the southwest side of Woodworth Street include: the 2.5 
story, T-shaped Italianate /Mansard at 22 Woodworth Street, with its encircling verandah and straight- sided 
mansard roof with its slate shingles intact; and the greatly altered, cottage scale, L-shaped carpenter Gothic house at 
20 Woodworth Street (retains curvilinear barge boarding at eaves); 17 Woodworth Street is a 2.5 story, 
T-shaped Italianate house is situated substantially below the grade of the street Its 2-bay end wall gable faces the 
street. The prominent central gable bay is omamented with cornice headed lintels, cornice returns and bracketed 
eaves. By far the most architecturally significant group of buildings in the areais 5,7,9,11 Woodworth Street / 
62, 64, 66 Walnut Street. Here, four unusually stylish Italianate / Mansard row houses stand contiguous with a 
three- story Italianate commercial structure numbered 62,64, 66 Walnut Street. This commercial brick and 
brownstone component exhibits unusually formal surface treatments including comers and center pavillion set off by 
brownstone quoins. 


Turning to the eastern segment of Port Norfolk it should be noted that the small tnangular park bordered by Water, 
Redfield and Port Norfolk Streetsprovides a village common-like introduction to this section of Port Norfolk. The 
streets on the east side of the railroad tracks at Port Norfolk are bordered pnmarily by L and T-shaped, wood frame, 
2.5 story Greek Revival , Italianate and Italianate/Mansard houses which stand with narrow end wall gables facing 
the street. Walnut Street between Franklin and Water Streets posseses some of the oldest houses in Port Norfolk. The 
1850 Dorchester Map shows 5 structures on the east side of this segment of Walnut Street. Particularly noteworthy 
is 83 Walnut Street, a 2.5 story, "upright and wing" house sited perpendicular to the street. It stands with narrow 
, 2-bay end wall gables facing Walnut and Taylor Streets. [ts main entrance 1s located at the center of its 3-bay 
southwest wall. This entrance opens on to a porch with original fluted Tuscan columns. Situated at the corner of 
Walnut and Redfield Streets is 102 Walnut Street, a 2.5 story front gable Italianate house characterized whose 
asymmetrical massing is set off by an encircling veraiidalt Franklin Street ,bordenng the railroad tracks is 
bordered by intact, L-shaped Italalianate /Mansards at 12, 18 and 20 Franklin Street. 18 Franklin Street is 
noteworthy for the retention of its 19th century landscape features including granite block retaining wall and cobble 
Stone pathway. A noteworthy exception to the typical single family, 2.5 story, wood frame dwelling rule in this area 
is 86/88 Walnut Street, corner of Franklin Street. This hip roofed,9- bay x 4-bay multi- family building is 
constructed of brick, exhibits polygonal bays at its corners as well as at the center of its side walls 
(continued). 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
VorceaSsre e 


Property Name: Port Norfolk 


Form No: 
“Dr 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Description 

The substanuial Greek Revival residence at 5 Rice Street is another Port Norfolk house that was extant by 1850. It 
was owned by Henry Blanchard, physician, during the 1870s and 80s (and probably earlier since Blanchard was 
active in the local political scene during the 1840's as an opponent of the Old Colony Railroad's construction)) while 
his heirs owned this house until at least 1910. Later owners included a Lulu F. Jones (1910s and a Sarah Little (by 
1933). 


The Italianate /Mansard house at 17 Woodworth Street had been built by 1874 and the owner during the 1870s 
was restaurant owner Ira Bruce. An S. Meldrum owned this house during the 1880's, while Bridget Daly, widow of 
William Daly lived here from the 1890's until at least the 1910's and members of the Daly family lived here until at 
least 1933. 2 Woodworth Street was extant by 1874 and was owned by prominent Suffolk County figure Thomas 
F. Temple who was the Suffolk County Registrar of Deeds and was a vice president of the Old Dorchester Club 
which was incorporated in 1890 for "the promotion of acquaintance and social intercourse among the residents of 
Dorchester." The club house building is still extant at the corner of Pearl and Pleasant Streets. Temple's widow Sarah 
lived here during the 1910s. 


Further research is needed on the unusually architecturally - sophisticated complex at § - 11 Woodward and the 
contiguous 62/64/66 Walnut Street. The Woodworth Street properties represent four Italianate /Mansard row 
houses with ornate trimmings which are attached to a high style Italianate business block along Walnut Street. The 
temptation is to attribute these well-designed buildings to the work of Port Norfolk resident Luther Briggs, but further 
research is needed here. These buildings were extant by 1874 and were all owned by the Dorchester Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company. This company owned 62-66 Walnut Street until at least the 1920's along with the row 
houses at 5 and 7 Woodworth. Early non fire insurance company owners included an Albert O. Smith (#9) and a 
Susan F. Davis (#11) in 1884. 


The introduction of the Old Colony Railroad to Dorchester in 1844 bisected the Port Norfolk section and marks the 
beginning of industrial /commercial expansion along Port Norfolk's Neponset River shore line. By 1850, two 
Wharfs and several boat slips flanked the railroad tracks at their point of entry to Port Norfolk. According to the 
Taxable Evaluation of the Town of Dorchester for 1869,Taylor Street was lined with the lumber companies of Laban 
Pratt and Albert T. Stearns. Pratt's business encompassed a counting room, stable, "lumber buildings" and two 
Wharfs ( all that remains of Pratt's lumber business are granite block bulk heads and shore retaining walls). Both 
Pratt and Albert T. Stearns of Stearns Lumber Company are cited by William Dana Orcutt as being among" the 
several active businessmen who moved to Dorchester and did much to build up the easterly part of the town," soon 
after the construction of the Neponset Tumpike. 


The Albert T. Stearns Lumber Company, next door to Pratt's company on the north, also has little physical evidence 
of a once thriving business with the noteworthy exception of the c. mid 19th century Greek Revival brick office 
structure at 98 Taylor Street. This structure is labeled "office" on the 1910 Atlas. The half dozen Stearns buildings 
that once stood across Taylor Street have all disappeared although several foundations appear to have survived amidst 
the underbrush. 


Much more intact is the former Putnam Nail Co./ George Lawley & Son Inc. Shipyard buildings on the north side of 
Enicson Street, including the 3-story, 4-bay x 25-bay red brick industrial structure currently housing Seymour's Ice 
Cream at 12 Ericsson Street. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COSMIMISSION 
Office of the Secretar, Boston 


Community: 
Deter Ssrek 


Property Name: Port Norfolk 


Form No: 
DX 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which 1s being continued below. — 


Historical Narrative continued 


Norfolk, Dorchester in 1852. He spent the vears 1852-1855 engaged in government contracts. Beginning in 1855, 
his residential contracts increased and among his commissions was the Charles Jenkins House at 23 Park Street, 
Harrison Square. In the late 1850's and 6('s Bnggs designed pnmanly in the Italianate style. Widely employed in 
American domestic architecture from the 1840s through 1860s, the Italianate style, as populariized by Andrew 
Jackson Downing, was charactenzed by Iow-pitched. heavily bracketed roofs, asymmetrical informal plan, square 
towers (villa type) and often round arched and cornice headed windows. Bniggs carried on an active architectural 
practice into the 1880's and served as a consulung architect until his death in 1905. Further research is needed to 
identify other Briggs-designed housing at Port Norfolk The 1850 map of Dorchester indicates that members of the 
Trask, Hill, Spear, Clark, Costar and Moore families owned houses at Port Norfolk (as well as several other families 
whose names are illegible on the 1850 Map. The east ide of Walnut Street, between the railroad tracks and Water 
Street was pretty much built up with housing which is still extant including the Greek Revival house at 83, the 
Gothic Revival cottage at 9 3 and the Italianate house a1 101 Walnut Street. 


By 1874, 83 Walnut Street was owned by C.A. Southworth whose business is listed as "patent medicines". The 
south side of Smith's house overlooked Laban Smith's Wharf which was associated with a lumber business. The 
above ground remains of Pratt's granite block shore line retaining walls and bulk heads are still extant 
and should be preserved within any future water front development on thois site.By 1894, #83 Walnut Street was 
owned by an S. Worcester Hayden who owned a Port Norfolk based dry goods and grocery store located between 
Walnut and Taylor Streets. By 1898 #83 Walnut Street had been absorbed into Laban Pratt's Lumber Co. This house 
remained Pratt property until c.1920. By 1933, a William and A.G. Campbell (occupations?) owned this house, a 
survivor from Port Norfolk's mid 19th century residenual development. 


Lumber merchant Laban Prattowned 20 Franklin Street , an Italianate /Mansard house extant by 1874 and owned 
by Pratt until at least 1918. Pratt's own residence was 102 Walnut, an Italianate house of irregular form prominently 
Situated at the comer of Walnut and Water. Pratt owned this property from at least 1874 until the 1910s. By 1859, 
Pratt owned two wharfs: J. Lothan's (sp?) and Cox's Wharf. Between 1884 and 1894, Pratt built the double brick 
Queen Anne apartments at 86/88 Walnut Street ona portion of his house lot. 


Isaac W. Bradbury lived in the ca. 1860 Italianate /Mansard at 12 Franklin Street. By 1884, John C. Dagget lived 
at #12 while later owners included: Martha G. Taylor (1910s), Chauncy C. Hathaway, President of the N. Hathaway 
Co., 32 Charles St. (Boston?-1920s) and Alessandro Balboni, lab worker (1930 s). 
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VENTOR O CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
Doreen esTer 


Property Name: Port Norfolk 


Form No: 
DA 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


According to the 1869 Taxable Valuation of the Town of Dorchester, Stearns' Taylor Street business encompassed 
"an old counting room" (possibly #98 Taylor Street?), lumber building, two stables, Plar:ng mill and counting room, 
dry-house, moulding room, a block of 5 tenements, a large shed and a wharf. " It would sem likely that the currently 
vacant Stearns site on the water side of Taylor Street would provide fertile ground for arertaeologists to yield 
significant below ground remains of the Stearns Lumber Co. which was thriving well int> the 20th century. Stearns 
was among those who were called "the friends of annexation " when it became clear dunzg the 1860s that Dorchester 
might soon be absorbed into the city of Boston. Stearns was, in fact, on the Committee o7 Annexation and no doubt 
saw Dorchester's inclusion within Boston's city limits as being beneficial for his lumber >usiness. 


Finally the northem tip of the Port Norfolk peninsula has also been associated for many vears with local industries. 
The General Isaac Putnam Nail Company began the manufacture of horseshoe nails at Neponset in 1860 and by 1869 
was Clearly located on Ericsson Street at Port Norfolk. In 1860, thirty- three tons were mznufactured during the entire 
year\; by 1890, nearly ten tons of nails were produced on a daily basis. According to the i869 Taxable Valuation of 
the Town of Dorchester , the Putnam Nail Co. at what is now 12 Ericson Street encompassed a “Horse Nail and 
Curtain Fixture Factory", Engine House, Blacksmith shop, Counting-room Building, 2 lumber buildings, a Dry 
House, Oil factory building and store house, 5-tenements (presumably for company workers) and a 37,00 ft wharf 
along with marsh, beach and flats. The 1874 Atlas indicates that the Putnam complex encompassed 120,000 square 
feet of solid ground and 149,916 square feet of flats together with a large Nail Shop, Eng:ne Room, machine shop, 
office , four stables and two unlabeled buildings. By 1894, a gas holder was situated on he Putnam premises. By 
1898, the Putnam Company encompassed 435,000 square feet. The Putnam Company property passed to the 
Magnesia Co. of Massachusetts during the early 1900's--property which included 19 buiidings of stone, wood and 
brick along with the circular gas holder. The Magnesia Co. was a shortlived enterprise, replaced by 1918 by the well 
known George Lawley and Son Inc. Ship Yard.During the boom years of the 1920s, Lawiey's Boatyard was 
building beautiful yachts such as the "Yankee" of America's Cup fame. By 1933, the Lawiey Corporation 
encompased 30 buildings. Today, Seymour's Ice Cream occupies the large late- 19th -centzry brick utilatarian building 
at 12 Ericson Street. Further research beyond the scope of this survey is needed to identify structures from the 
Putnam, Magnesia Co. and Lawley periods. Clearly several small brick and granite buildings to the east and north of 
the main ice cream plant date to the mid 19th century. This property represents one of the most intact, historically 
significant industrial/commercial sites in Dorchester . 


By 1904, Charles Cotting's coal yard and Sheldon 's Boat yard joined other enterprises ai Port Norfolk bordering the 
Neponset River (both of these concerns are no longer extant). During the early 1900s, the marsh by Pine Neck Creek 
had become a playground. About 1910, a bridge was constructed over the railroad tracks <t Redfield Street. It was 
necessary to raise the level of Woodworth Street to facilitate the approach to the bridge. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
Dotet&sSTER— 


Property Name: Port Norfolk 


Form No: 
DR» 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


The Humane of 1938 destroyed nearly all of Port Norfolk's old trees, natural features which complimented and 
enhanced the picturesque qualities of Luther Bngg'smid 19th century housing. Dunng World War II LCI landing 
craft , rather than Bermuda racers were produced at Lawley's Boatyard in three shifts a dav. Railroad service to Port 
Norfolk was discontinued during the 1960 s which together with the proximity to the Southeast expressway has 
rendered Port Norfolk as an isolated neighborhood cut off from the rest of Dorchester. On the other hand, such a 
distinct sense of boundaries may account for the relative stability of the neighborhood 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 


USGS Quad 


Areal ztter l‘orm Numbers in Arca 


ie Boston 
Massachusctts Historical Commission IZN— I4E DY 
80 Boylston Street 


Boston, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3" x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to lef 


side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
(0 continuation sheets. 


roll negative(s 


: 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 

\. Circle and number properties for which individual 
iwentory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 


\ion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
forth, 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 
Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 


Name of Arca Neponset Village 


Present Use residential 


Construction Dates or Period _c.late 18thc- 1920 


Overall Condition fair-g00d 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) March/1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
The Neponsct Village Arca's boundarics are consistent with the street configuration shown on the 1850 Map of 
Dorchester. This 1s bounded by Neponsct Avenue on the cast, Chickatawbut Street on the north, Glide Street on 
the west and Minot Strect on the south. Also included within this area is the southern portion of Plain Street, 
which historically was part of the Chickatawbut / Minot Streets development. Additionally, this area includes 
the side streets off Minot Street, including Dunn's Terrace, and Gilmartin and Wenlock Roads as well as Hallet 
and Stock Strects (sce attached map for more specific boundarics).This arca also includes structures on the cast 
side of Neponset Avenuc between 364 Neponset and Holbrook Avenuc.This arca is very layered in terms of its 
development and deserves the kind of in depth research that might yicld the names of carpenter /builders .During 
the 1830s and 1840s, this section of Dorchester was a thriving village/port on the Neponset River and there is 
much that could be Icamed about the make-up of its population at that time from deed research. Neponset 
Village encompasses the largest number of pre-1830 buildings of any area in Dorchester (Meeting House Hill 
being a close runner up for this distinction.) Scattered here and there along Minot St, Chickatawbut St. and 
Neponset St. are truly vencrable dwellings with all or parts of their structures dating back to the early 19th 
century; in- depth research might uncover several structures or parts of structures surviving from the 18th 
century.One probable candidate for a late 18th century construction date is the old Bicknell House at 51 
Minot Street -an L-shaped, cottage scale house with a gambrel roof and center chimney. This house actually 
represents a part (an ell?) of a larger house. A half dozen Federal (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

Neponset Village began to assume an architectural identity recognizable as a densely- settled village / port on the 
Neponset River by the early 1830's. Today, land fill has placed a fair distance between Neponset's streets and 
the river. Thus this area's once close reationship with the Neponset River is not readily apparent. The marsh land 
and Davenport Brook which once bordered the south side of the village and limited the extent of this area's streets 
Was gradually filled in over time. Set out as early as 1633, Adams Street linked the main settlement on Allen's 
Plain in northern Dorchester (Pleasant Street) with the Neponset River and points south. Adams Street passed 
through Neponset Village and was this area's link to docks on the Neponset River. To the north of this area was 
a creek -bordered marsh.During the 17th century , this area was part of the Great Lots, lying south of the common 
and planting land on the slopes of Meeting House Hill. Evidently, settlement in this area was discouraged 
although Pierces , Minots and Tolmans built houses in and near this area as early as the mid 17th century. South 
of the gate leading to the Great Lots at Adams and Hancock Streets there was no tight system of roads with only 
Adams Street and Washington Street, further to the west, as north-south arteries. 


George Minot, an elder of the church built a house on what is now Chickatawbut Street c. 1640. This street was 
named for the chief of the" Massachusetts" Indian tribe. In 1621 Chickataubut signed a treaty with the English at 
Plymouth. Orcutt notes that "the (Minot) house was typical of the construction of those early days, -a wooden 
structure with its frame solidly filled with bricks, either for durability or to make it bullet proof." George Minot, 
the builder of the house was one of the first settlers of the town having been part of the party that sailed into 
Dorchester Bay on the Mary and John in the spring of 1630. 


“BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [[] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases-1794, 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910, 1918, 1933 
Boston Directories :1870-1945 

Orcutt, William Dana, Good Old Dorchester, 

Various authors, The Dorchester Book Illustrated, 1899 

Tercentenary Committee, Dorchester-Old and New-1630-1930 


O Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Cnitenia Statement Form. 7192 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Scerctary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DeecHest ei DY 


Property Name: Neponset Village 


Indicate each 1tem on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


buildings are located in this area. A noteworthy cluster of Federal dwellings borders the east side of Neponset 
Avenue.Sited perpendicular to the street, these houses are enclosed by hip roofs and include 364, 366/372, 378 
and 384/386 Neponset Avenue. On the west side of Neponset Street, at the north comer of Chickatawbut 
Street, is the most stylish and substantial of these Federal period houses, 361 Neponset Street. This L-shaped 
house stands with formal entrances set within graceful semi- circular arches on both its street facing sides. Essentially 
4-bays x 3-bays, this house's main block is enclosed by a low hip roof. Its edges are accented by narrow comer 
boards. Its windows are fully enframed and contain 6/6 wood sash. Further to the west along Chickatawbut and 
Minot Streets are other survivors from the Federal Period including the U-shaped 30 Chikatawbut Street . 39 
Minot Street is a relatively substantial Federal wood frame house which is composed of a 5-bay , double pile main 
block with rear ells that give this structure a Y-shaped configuration. Next door at 33 Minot Street is another 
5-bay , double pile Federal house which retains fairly extensive rear ells. Both 33 and 39 are enclosed by low hip 
roofs. 


In general, Chickatawbut and Minot Streets' streetscapes exhibit the full range of historical house types from Federal 
Craftsman styles. Wood is overwhelmingly the building material of choice. Oddly enough there are little or no 
"pure" Greek Revival houses in this area , with the exception of the much altered, T-shaped and vinyl- siding- 
covered 23 Chikatawbut Street and the L-shaped, side hall plan 41 Glide Street, even though Neponset 
Village was a thriving port during the 1830's--a time which coincided with the temple form plan's rise in populanty. 
The persistence of the Georgian plan is noteworthy in this area. In Neponset Village, the gable fronted, side passage 
form is generally blended with Italianate details (brackets, door hoods etc) suggesting that it was not until after the 
coming of the Old Colony Railroad in 1844 that house construction activity in the area began in earmest. Good 
examples of these Italianate houses includes 38 Minot Street and 43 Chikatawbut Street. 


The Carpenter Gothic puts in fleeting appearances at 19 Plain Street (steeply pitched gable with characteristic 
barge boarding and in this case an L-shaped form) and103 Minot Street (5-bay , double pile cottage with steeply 
pitched center gable). Although covered with vinyl siding, the Carpenter Gothic, $0 Minot Street retains its 
Original irreguiar form and steeply pitched gables. 


The western segment of Minot Street is representative of this area's streetscape's. In considenng 89 tol107 Minot 
Street , one finds an Italianate 2-bay x 3-bay cottage with street facing gable and full length front porch at 107, a 
small, U-shaped Gothic Revival cottage at 103, an Italianate 5-bay x 2-bay wood stands with broad, east-west facing 
end wall gables with return eaves at 99, a 5-bay x 2-bay Federal/Greek Revival house with pedimented east-west 
facing gables, an Italianate cross-shaped double house with 5-bay long wall and paired center entrances opening on to 
the steet at 93/91 and an Italianate / Queen Anne house with intersecting gables and irregular form at 89 Minot 
Street. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Dott} ESTER. by 


Property Name: Neponset Village 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description, Neponset Village continued 


The Italianate style is well represented in this area and generally takes the forms of 3-bay x 3- or 4-bay 

main blocks with L or T-shaped forms with end wall gable facing the steet or as single or double houses with long 
5-bay facade facing the street. Saw cut hoods over main entrances, bay windows both octagonal and polygonal as 
well as gable roofs with return eaves and arched attic windows are all characteristic of this style. Noteworthy 
examples of a single -family, side- hall plan, L-shaped Italianate house stands at 74 Chickatawbut Street and 12 
Plain Street. The latter 's property includes an unusually large barn suggesting this was once part of a more 
extensive farm. Side streets like Hallett Street and Sylvester and Wenlock Roads are almost entirely built 
up with austerel y omamented Italianate wood frame housing. 8 Sylvester Road, for example is a side hall plan 
Italianate with street-facing end wall gable which retains its late 19th century stable. 72/74 Minot Street and the 
two houses directly to its rear (4 and S Wenlock Road ) constitute an cluster of Italianate workers housing 
noteworthy for their remarkably intact form and fabric.# 72/74 Minot Street is a 5-bay x 2-bay double house with a 
polygonal bay on its Wenlock wall. Its paired entrances open on to a front porch with turned Queen Anne porch 
elements. The two houses to the rear are more straight forwardly Italianate with boxy, rectangular forms and saw cut 
door hoods over paired doors. 


Diminuuve examples of Italianate / Mansard cottages are scattered about this area but impart a considerable charm to 
the streetscape of Stock Street. 8 and 10 Stock Street are side hall plan, 2-bay x 3-bay main blocks with 
Octagonal bays at the main facades and formal, cornice- headed window lintels; both houses retain saw cut door 
hoods with pendants. These houses are enclosed by hip on mansard roofs. Substantial double Italianate/Mansard 
housing is located at 3/5 Sylvester Road (U-shaped) and at 5/7 Wenlock Road (T-shaped). 


The Queen Anne style is well represented in this area by mostly plain, unadventurous (design and 
craftsmanship-wise) examples of this popular late 19th century mode. The towered Queen Anne house tucked away 
at the end of Dunn's Terrace , east side (off Minot Street) approaches the style and substance of housing of this 
type on Ashmont Hill, but this house represents an exception rather than the rule. Neponset Village Queen Anne's 
were built for working and middle class families and are devoid of the stained glass, terra cotta detail and well carved 
tnmmings evident on Mellville Avenue and Wellesley Park. Nevertheless, these houses add interest to the streetscape 
via form, tumed porch elements, polygonal bay windows etc. 


A more representative segment of this area's Queen Anne's is to be found on Minot Street . Particularly noteworthy is 
the streetscape showcasing houses of this style at 63 to 79/81 Minot Street. All of these houses exhibit 
street-facing gables in one form or another, be they overhanging (69/67) or with an additional smaller and lower 
gable projecting from a larger gable (75/77). 63 Minot Street exhibits the most pretentions to formal rather than 
vernacular style in its self conscious asymetricality, side porch with champfered posts and brackets, overhanging 
second floor and lunette window at its low pitched gable. 


1-4 and 5-8 Holbrook Avenue represent a unique (to this area) foray into Queen Anne workers housing with 
two, long rectangular 4-unit rows of wooden, clapboard clad structures bordering a cul de sac called Holbrook 
Avenue (off Neponset Street). These structures exhibit broad end wall gables with wood shingles. Four single shed 
roofed dormers create a rhythmic repitition of disunctive forms on the main facades' roof slopes. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Do @cyessrew DY 


Property Name: Neponset Village 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Three-deckers and Craftsman style 2-family residences represents later "infill" housing in this area. Lacking 
characteristic front and back porches, three- decker is a misnomer of sorts for 49 Minot Street but nevertheless, 
this three family building exhibits the rectangular form and verticality that is typical of three decker design. This 
verticality is emphasized by the three story polygonal bay at its main facade. This structure culminates in a deep 
cornice with small, paired brackets. 


Craftsman style housing in this area tends to be two stories in height, rectangular or T-shaped in plan and generally 
appears in groups of threes and fours such as at 11,15 and 19 Chickatawbut and 75,77,79 Chickatawbut Street 
as well as 40 Glide Street. 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Sccretary. Boston 


Community: Form No: 
“Do kerEesreie DY 
Property Name: Neponset Village 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


called "Squantum".. An onginal setler of the "Squantum" section of Quincy, Minot was made 2 freeman in 1634 and 
was a representative to the General Court in 1635 and 1636. Elder George Minot died December 24,1571 and was 
buried in the Dorchester North Burying Ground at Upham's Corner. The Minot House was deszroyed by fire in 
November, 1874. 


The Bicknell House at #51 Minot Street appears to be the oldest house in the area. Its cente chimney gambrel 
roof form suggests a pre -17&) construction date (the popularity of the gambrel as a New Engiand roof type dating 
trom 1700- 1780). The Bicknell House originally stood on the "Upper Road" and represents on'y a part of the 
original structure. During the late 19th century this house was owned by the Josiah G. Hentz family. Hentz was a 
photographer who lived in Boston and apparently summered here. Lelia Rollins lived here from World War I until at 
least the early thirties. D.P. Neville owned this property, renting it to Stephen J. Donohue, saleman and Joseph 
Hawes, chauffer, by 1933. 


During the early 19th century, Neponset Village began to develop as a trade center close to the mouth of the Neponset 
River. By the early 1830's, a dense concentration of buildings had evolved around the Minot / Adams Street 
intersection. One gauge of the community's growth by 1831, was the petition on the part of Neponset Villagers to 
the town for the establishment of a public school. Chickatawbut Street, evolved as early as c.1640 from a driveway 
leading to the Minot House. Judging by the early housing on this street , Minot Street was probably extant by 1800. 
According to Orcutt, Neposet Village contained 24 families by 1831. During the 1820s navigaton on the Neponset 
River for the purpose of trade was gaining momentum with lumber, Quincy granite, and Dorchester grain and coal 
among the chief cargos being transported on the river. Neponset Village, positioned as it was a: the head of 
tidewater, enjoyed considerable prosperity as a port during the second quarter of the 19th centur.. Orcutt notes that " 
the navigation of the river attained maximum height in 1833 when 74 vessels, aggregating six thousand tons, 
unloaded their cargos at Neponset Village, at the head of navigation, besides many vessels which sailed up the river 
empty to be loaded with granite to be transported elsewhere." Navigation on the river was practcally ruined when a 
granite bridge, evidently with low clearance was erected in 1837. Neponset Village's importance as a port lingered 
on into the 1840's. In 1839, a grain store was built at Neponset Bridge by Micah Humphrey. Ee imported his grain 
from New Y ork and took back leached ashes, which were sold at Long Island in Boston Harbor to be used for 
enriching the land. 


The remarkable cluster of Federal vernacular houses on Adams Street between Minot and Chickz:awbut Streets, 
including #'s 361, 364 / 366, 372 and 378 Adams Stree date from the first three decades of the 19th century 
and attest to Neponset's prosperous years as a port. The last two mentioned Federals evidently influenced the 

_ Orientation of later buildings on this street as the Italianate house at 384/386 Adams Street 22d the Queen Anne 
housing at 1-4 and 5-8 Holbrook Avenue (a cul-de sac) were both sited perpendicular to the street. The 

_ Federal houses bordering Adams Street are believed to date from 1820-30-deed research is needed to confirm this 
date range. #361 Adams Street was the home of Jonathan Butterfield, insurance agent by the 1860's. By 1884 
this was the residence of Horauo N. Glover, "starch, gum and thickenings" manufacturer. Glover's factory was 
located at Mattapan. This house remained in the Glover family until just after World War I. By 1933. George H. 
Littlefield, physician, lived here. At the mid-century mark, #364/366 Adams Street was the residence of Captain 
Jonathan Spear ; During the late 19th/early 20th century, the heirs of a Mary Simpson owned this property. By 
1918, #364/366 Adams Street was owned by James H. and J.P. Ripley and its tenants include Mrs. Nellie Mc 
Cann and Frederick S. Lawson. salesman (continued). 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Do RertEsTer DY 


Property Name: Neponset Village 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Natrrative continued 


The adjacent Federal house at 372 Adams Street is labeled "Mrs. Childs" on Se 1&N> Map of Dorchester 
passing to Peter F. Municr, moulder, by the 1860s. A Joseph Munier 1s listed here by 1910. By 1918, Catherine A. 
and Daniel Holleran, hackman lived here. Mrs. Holleran lived here unti] 21 least He eariv 1930s. 378 Adams 
Street completes this quartet of early 19th century houses bordering Acums Sirez:. [t apoears on the 1850 Map 
labeled Mrs. Hildreth. It remained in the Hildreth family unul c.1895. 8y 188. James Claffey, mason lived here. 
From c. 1910 until at least the early 1930s, Annie and Patrick Mc Gourts. pedlar. i:ved here. 


30 Chickatawbut Street, which appears to encompass 18th century stucturai components, also dates from 
Neponset Village's glory years as a prosperous port of the Federal Penoad. By 184 1t sas part of Roswell Gleason 
the Brittania ware manufacturer's extensive Dorchester real estate holdings. From ¢. 1&8 until c.1920, this property 
was owned by Horatio N. Glover and his heirs. The Glovers owned sever2! houses :n th:s area including the Federal 
house at 361 Adams Street and the Greek Reviuval house at 23 Chickatawbut Street. In 1898 Horatio N. 
Glover is listed as the owner of the Horatio N. Glover Company at 355 River Streex. Marapan. By that time, this 
company manufactured "British Gums and Gum substitutes as well as dextrine. 33 Minot Street , another Federal 
house, was for many years owned by members of the Pierce family, lonz associated with this area through the old 
Pierce house of the 1650's at 24 Oak Street. From c.1880 until at least 1933, this house was owned by the Samuel 
G. Wood family. Another survivor from the days when the Neponset River figured sigmificantlv in the fortunes of 
this village is 39 Minot Street. 61 Minot Street, an L-shaped Federe] farm house 1s 2 reminder that agriculture 
as well as trade figured prominently in the economy of this area. During the early-mid £9th century it was the farm of 
William Marshall. From c.1870-1933, Hammonds, Popes, and Ripleys owned this property. 48 Glide Street at 
the far western end of this area, is a Federal house long associated with the Benjamin C. Bowker family, Bowker was 
a carpenter and his son Ben Jr. was a clerk at Quincy Hall. Between 1884 and 18% th:s house was moved fom its 
Orginal location at 82 Chickataubut Street, commer of Glide Street to its present loc2zton. #88's present site was once 
occupied by the Bowker stable. Bowker's heirs owned this property unt! c.1910. By 1918. Stephen A. Crook, 
carpenter, lived here. 


In 1844, the Old Colony Railroad was set out through this area, seperating Neponse: Village from Pine Neck , later 
Port Norfolk. The coming of the railroad evidently encouraged population growth in this area just at the time when 
its importance as a port was on the wane. By 1850, aproximately 70 structures were located within the boundaries of 
this area. Claps, Cranes, Bowkers, Hills, Pierces, Spears, Hildreths, Wilsons, \finots, Forbes and Pillsburys were 
among the families who lived here at mid century. Surviving houses representanve of the mid 19th century include 

_ the Italianate house at 384/386 Adams Street owned by the Otis Wright heirs during the late - nineteenth -century 
_ and the Greek Revival/Italianate house at 43 Chickatawbut Street which wes caned by Thomas W. Pillsbury, 
Carpenter, from the 1860s until at least the 1870s. 


23 Chickatawbut Street is ac. mid -19th century Greek Revival dweliing that %as c~ned bv Nathan Holbrook, 
| Proprietor of the Neponset House Hotel . Holbrook and his heirs owned this house from ¢.!870 until c.1920, 

| evidently renting to to the Horatio Glover family during the 1890s. By 1933, a Kathleen V. Kelly lived here. 
Another Greek Revival dwelling dating from 1850 is 51/53 Chickatawbut Steet. By 1874. it was owned by 
Nathan S. Cleveland who worked for The Daily Advertizer newspaper at 27 Court Street in Boston. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Doe tttesTelu est 


Property Name: Neponset Village 


Indicate each item on inventory form which 1s being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Two doors west of 23 Chickatawbut Street was the site of the First Baptist Society's in Dorchester's church. It 

stood at the head of Narragansett Street on Chickatawbut on the site of present day Bowman Street. It was organized 
on June 7, 1837 with services initially held in Neponset Hall. The Chickataubut Street church was built in 1838 and 

seems to have existed as a church on this site until c.1892 (further research needed). 


Although Lower Mills is more generally associated with furniture manufacturing, Neponset Village was host to at 
least one cabinet making concer . William Adams, cabinet maker, lived and presumably worked in the Gothic 
Revival house at 50 Minot Street from at least 1850 until c.1885. Another Gothic Revival dwelling dating from 
the mid 19th century, is 19 Plain Street. This house is shown on the 1850 Dorchester Map and dates to the days 
when Plain Street "dead ended" not far from a marsh bordered creek. From at least 1850 until c.1885, this house 
was owned by Benjamin P. Eldridge whose occupation in 1874 is listed as "state police". By 1894, this house was 
owned by Daniel De Lury, gardener. By 1933, Patrick W. Price, pnnter lived here. During the 1890s until at least 
c1920, William D. Curtis, Vice President of the Dorchester Fire Insurance Company at Port Norfolk, lived here. 103 
Minot Street is a Greek Revival / Gothic Revival cottage which stands at the western most edge of this area. In 
1850, it was owned by an S. Crane and by 1874 was the property of Eliphaz W. Arnold, clerk at #30 Beach Street. 
By 1884, Daniel Proctor, associated with a business at 2 Fanieull Hall Market, lived here. His heirs owned this house 
until c.1910. During the late 1910's until at least the early 1930's, Robert R. Logerstrom, carpenter owned this 
house. The Italianate house next door at 107 Minot Street was the western most dwelling in the old Neponset 
Village area. Although it does not appear on the 1850 Dorchester Map it must have been built c. 1850-60. Next door 
to this house at #113 Minot Street (not included in this area) is the beginning of an early 20th century suburban 
development which was set out over Edward Bangs' farm land and would encompass Charlement, Chelmsford and 
Franconia Street, in addition to Minot Street. It was the residence of A. H. Conant, collections clerk, North National 
Bank, 111 Franklin Street, Boston. Further underlining the fact that this area was a village of artisans is the Italianate 
house at 6 Wenlock Road which was the residence of George Berry, blacksmith, during the mid 19th century. 
After c. 1880, it was owned by the E.F. Taylor and later John Leeping families. Mr. Leeping was a carpenter. 


Neponset Village, between 1870 and 1930 gradually became more integrated with surrounding suburban housing 
developments. For years, Neponset Village had had distinct limits, hemmed in as it was by river and creek marsh on 
the north and south and eventually by the railroad tracks on the east. Despite inroads made by suburban housing in 
and around this area, Neponset Village still retains its village "feeling" which can be seen inthe “hand made", 
pre-balloon frame era qualities of its earliest dwellings, odd set backs of houses from the street, mature trees, 

still -ample lots, narrow side steets, etc. 


During this later period, some house lots were further reduced in size to accomadate new housing. The Queen Anne 
and triple decker housing in this area represents this further "whitteling down" of once ample tracts. For example, 
$4 Minot Street was built c.1870 on farm land that once sloped southward to the Neponset marshes. It was built 
for E. Frederick Washburn, owner of Washburn and Co. seeds. 


During the 1880s, the late Italianate vernacular houses at 86 to 96 Minot Street were part of two large tracts of 
land owned by George W. Partridge and Daniel Pickering. Pickering and Partidge apparrently hired H.P. Oakman, 
Carpenter, to build these houses. Oakman lived at 86 Minot Street. 70/72 Minot Street was built c.1890 on 
land that had been owned by an N.W. Holt and S. White. By 1894, Charles A. Adams, confectioner lived here. 
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AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property Address 


Dorchester N2ponszet Ul 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 


220 Morrissey Boulevard Area Form No. 


Boston, MA 02125 
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—*—-* —-+ — Area Boundary © Circled properties -- 
Prepared June 17, 1995 See attached photographs 
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Aped” NEPOWSET Village, PoR<testeze. MA 


MHC # Street Date Historic Name/ Bidg. Type Style,Materials, Form 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 


USGS Quad Aree Leser Form Numbers in Area 


Bi BOSTON 
Massachusctts Historical Commission IZN-HE Dis, 
80 Boylston Strect 


Boston, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 

buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
‘10 continuation sheets. 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 

it, Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
lion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 


Town Soston. Massachusetts 


Place(neighborho.: or village) 


Dorchester 
Name of Area ~terce-Onkton Streets 
Present Use resudenual 
instituu onal 
Construcuon Dates or Penod 1652-1930 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions a-d AKeratons very intact 


Acreage 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Organization _—_ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year Apnl, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual inszriaszons For completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
The Pierce/ Oakton Street area's boundaries have been drawn to showcase the Pierce House, an extrodinary 
survivor from the mid 17th century. The Pierce House at 24 Oakton Street has been variously ascribed 
dates of 1640 and 1652 and needless to say is the oldest structure in this area. The Pierce House is a primary 
example of a first period dwelling. The frame of the house 1s of Massachusetts black oak. It is a two and 
one-half story salt-box with an integral lean-to . This house measures 6-bays in width and two piles in depth. It 
is noteworthy for its distinctive end wall gable profiles with sweeping roof lines. This house chronicles over 
two hundred years of structural evolution beginning with its mid 17th century wood frame and continuing 
through decorative alterations to main facade doorways (ca. late 18th c. pedimented enframents). The massive 
brick center chimney was replaced by a narrow 19th century chimney: original leaded glass was replaced with 
6/6 replacement sash. This house was acquired by SPNEA in 1968 and is an important component in this 
organization's collection of study houses. 


The Pierce -Oakton area is circumscribed on the north by the back lot lines of Pierce Street between #'s 10 - 48, 
on the east, by an irregular line that takes in the side lot lines of 48 Pierce Street, 41 Pierce Street, 46 Oakton 
Street and 51 Oakton Street. This eastern boundary basically skirts the edge of a hillcrest that slopes down to 
Plain Street in Neponset.The southern boundary follows the back lot lines of 35-51 Oakton as well as the north 


_ side of Delmont Street , running along the school yard of the Thomas J. Kenny Elementary School and the front 
vard af an altered Italianate hance at 70 Nelmoant Street The wectern houndary doec not take in the madern 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

The Pierce House at 24 Oakton Street was one of a handful of houses built in the southen portion of 
Dorchester during the initial phase of English settlement. The majontv of Dorchester's house lots were located in 
the northern portion of the town in areas like Allen's Plain (Pleasant Street) and Savin Hill. This southern portion 
of Dorchester encompassed the Great Lots which were primarily designated by the town selectmen as planting and 
meadow land.Early records provide evidence that house construction in these southern Great Lots was 
discouraged but nevertheless, the Pierce House was built at some point in the mid 17th century for Robert Pierce 
who is said to have come to Dorchester on the ship Mary and John in 1630. Pierce built his house on a hilltop, his 
boundary lines running about 40 rods wide from north to south from the tidewater on the east. He is said to have 

| owned extensive lands to the west of his house while his land bordered Minot family land a short distance to the 
south. Robert died January 11,1664. 24 Oakton passed to his son Thomas who built a barn on the estate in 1696. 
Thomas married Mary Fry of Weymouth; this union produced 9 children. By the close of the 17th century, the 
Pierce family holdings to encompassed about 70 acres of upland pasture, meadow, "mead", and woodland. This 
estate passed to Thomas' son John in 1706. John Pierce was known as a sportsman, particularly adept at killing 
wild geese and was active in the work of the Church. John Pierce died in 1744, leaving this house to his son 

| Samuel who in turn bequeathed it to Col. Pierce. Pierce achieved notonety for his first hand account of the Boston 
Massacre. Prior to the onset of war , he resigned from a commission under George III to accept a commission of 
Lt. Col. in the Colonial Militia. Col. Pierce hosted 38 soldiers in his home on February 5,1776. It was Col. 

| Samuel Pierce who was responsible for adding a spacious parlor to the nght lateral wall of the house in the third 

| quarter of the 18th century.Samuel Pierce's son Lewis inhented the property from the Colonel at an unspecified 
date. A veteran of the War of 1812, Lewis Pierce "modemized" portions of the house's interior, living here until 
his death in 1871. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases- 1794, 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918,1933 

Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

N. R. nomination , The Pierce House, date?, BLC files 

| W.D. Orcutt, Good Old Dorchester, 1893 

| Various authors,The Dorchester Book Illustrated, 1899 

Dorchester Tercentenery Comm., "Dorchester Old and New, Tercentenary, 1630-1930", Charles Publishing 
Taxable Valuation of the Town of Dorchester, 1869 

Cummings, Abbott Lowell, The Framed Houses of Massachusetts Bay 


[ ] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7192 


ahiG 
| | eee 7 ep en a mot PUSIDAAC JASUTISTRS 

cy Mavernitie's Seb seititioy Loate eo eS sare Ad howls haw tovatns anor . y Syn bration: Iswrystinpede 
manibours me scuoh sate of! secre Gl avyonh nad svat mmabmed g6or8 to? pol deO ape 
“tecinoae Yiauonn’ aeided jevet? notde® Af ws seuoll gavel f oc! © yuo A). bim ort eee 
Viemtg & at such mao Sa) .com acl) ot pitas eobls ePe) vic2 oi 2czoitoon bas Seal bane ODAE We 
brn Gi t ot Tengeael eioeurloceenM Ww 21 sence aff QO orneal oc) jniilawh bono tzits to fq 

iL tttqob at eal ow! bee Mini aves Osyaanom sein y opieties) leyolati ne iiw xod-tiee yoke ia 


Tove saloons seen oul) Boel toon onic (sawe ili y colle ene iw bin ovina eid att wl vithowok 
Qniundiee. Oe OU Dow Cw nie t Dior alt hi wh ane aa 1 ro loanoiis ewe ‘ nn 
tees od T (omer Botiternios- lr Ble! £9) EOD eiue«) jem of enoveth vumooet my 
{iw bosalqn ecu eral Botees! kai ahocrononies dees MIL weorrne | beosiqn sw yonmninis ims 
21 GO? INSIST! fc 2) bas SC oi ANIMAS vd SAL sve ooo! gud T lee dee +hhs rat 


ie tf noises gn S oi 
: = 


fe ~ OL 2% noowied tage wort. +> 20! WO Wopd am vd tine ad? no bod oe awn gon rorke- i u 
POLIGO Of JInope ott TP Jomi2 sok Bh Wy xin ml ahined) ae vota lt oni re wlergsmi tas ya, a 
i Gwrob each. hell teri « “ abo x efits vileviead visheod cisize> aul . toave | me ic : 


fi7jon odd 26 Lew ee aete 10-25 to coil told = oi) evolbal yambaved crorltuee od T oen0gsA 
inci! ont brs logge yaetneres ty mh A Lesion T of? to bra bootie ort! greole soit , areas 


eralvowrn ari at PAle bri gee rue, ea meabewy al T rw tance) OC oc «rrwrel atonmitat 


yosite noite 932 [5] J 1a 
20016. Wrote bovivote i) set ot eetebys sen cid: wrod gabon) sperus oh les tasewogbwsh 


ryt 


{eo noth fete on nj tied eserod to ltboed 6 kn enbasw foot? coldaOD Mins ‘ 
fH Getesol ssw Mot pean a bained) lo ainojan eT tnsmeaiiied tleiigntl jo secede ao ah 
AotMoy mation ani fh ay ¢ Lar (send tusees!) nie aaa adi 201: ai ger londs am 

bate gertinaiG am Romtioatse nen? oi ee beatarrgranty Ying caiag ore ani 2001 peo) och be i > 2 
: nen te) yao) mortione seedl)or nolan: cnc entvont sat sonst nm Shivcrg 
net nodedh 10) guar ATT tern seh ot LIOR omee is Miu § b oor] pois é 

viet yc itiet eo mayo Fit sie sores] DEOL ot avio\ bre mall q ind ce 4 
a oO btee af at geome ad? on stews uli incr? stuine oh ity ss Debiw cher OF 3 sas F 

oat os sonndelbetstide t Binal vious) oni bowstnod best ai yori aif Yo Taare sna . 
AY ni sa a tu oniee wasted, aoa zi od be heib2 


“ert ycrmiee tit) atl YW cabs ort YE esnblirts 2 baqubowy pout nisl ET COW wort cud bein s 
anit -banthoov thas. * gnobsom . PIS TC (POOGNS Oe #308 lod eh 
gnilliad In obs y : asw 33731 arte nO ce "eerOaT O8 DS 

' Noe 20 oO seat Sout) 2 20 Ot oreitos Sew Dank: 

home oft Yo inne B idl 20) oval aes se) 
—O feiee mae BK 
JoD eave tT 


he M4 Eset 2 ‘hy a : a % i 
- a " lite 


a 


wit 


! 


VENTORY FORM CONTINU ON SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Dovecr Estrela Bhs 


Property Name: Pierce-Oakton 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Adams Street Branch of the Boston Public Library building at 682-690 Adams Street, but does include Queen Anne 
three deckers at 663; 667;671; 675 Adams Street and an unusual Queen Anne vernacular wood frame house at 
664 Adams Street . 664 Adams Street is noteworthy for its irregular form, narrow 2-bay gable end to Adams 
Street, intact encircling verandah and towered segment with pyramidal roof cap on the Pierce Street facade. 


Aside from the Pierce House, this small area is distinguished for its collection of Queen Anne houses and the 
Thomas J. Kenny Elementary School (20 Oakton Street), a U-shaped Federal Revival brick and cast stone 
2.5 story school building. It s12-bay main facade is flanked by narrow projecting wings. This school building 
represents a relatively rare foray into the Federal or Neo Classical Revival style. While many Boston schools of the 
first half of the 20th century were built in the more robust sensibilities of the Georgian branch of the Colonial 
Revival, here the main entrance is marked by attenuated Ionic columns and narrow Doric pilasters, while cast stone 
panels exhibiting Federal swag and urn motifs appear above the secondary entrances.This school was built in 1926 
from designs provided by John M. Gray. 


Pierce Street encompasses a varied collection of “upright and wing" 2.5 story, Italianate houses at the eastern edge of 
the area, including 44 and 48 as well as the stucco covered (modern alteration) 18 Pierce Street. The largest 
Italianate house in this area is the rambling, much altered Daniel Harwood mansion at 20 Delmont, which onginally 
had frontage on Adams Street and started out as an L-shaped 2.5 story house with gable roof and return eaves and 
has, over time, become much more irregular in form. Noteworthy Queen Anne residences along Pierce Street 
include: 41 Pierce Street, with its texturally rich surfaces over typically irregular Queen Anne form: e.g. high 
rustic rubble stone walls, smooth clapboards staggered-butt shingles at the attic. 24 Pierce Street is a text book 
example of the Queen Anne style, with its asymetrical massing, plastic surfaces that expand to accomadate towers 
with narrow and wide pyramidal roof caps as well as encircling verandahs with Classically derived porch elements. 
Clad with regular and diamond shaped shingles, it is enclosed by acomplex series of intersecting gables dormers and 
towered elements. The front gable boasts a Queen Anne sun flower motif in high relief. More restrained and harking 
back to Italianate T-forms and side hall plans is the Queen Anne house at 34 Pierce Street, a 2.5 story residence 
which stands with broad, overhanging gable facing the street. The Adams Street border of the district takes in three 
deckers with distinctive bowed corners and Queen Anne bays 663; 667; 671; 675 Adams Street. The 
Craftsman style of the 1910s fills the developmental "gaps" between the Queen Annes with solid, boxy, 2-family, 
2.5 story examples at9 ; 11; 15; 19 Pierce Street, 31; 33; 35 Pierce Street and 10 and 38 Oakton 
‘Street. 
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VENTORY FORM CO NUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
DoRentesre e. 
Property Name: Pierce St / Oakton Avenue 


Indicate each item on inventory form which 1s being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Lewis Francis Pierce, son of Lewis owned this house from 1871 until the time of his death in 1888 at which tme it 
sed to his son William . This house remained in the Pierce family until 1968 when the Society for the Preservation 
of New England Antiquities acquired the property. 


The story of the small area surrounding, the Pierce House that has been outlined for the purposes of this survey 
represents a fairly standard pattern of development for Dorchester. Throughout the 17th, 18th and first half of the 19th 
century this area remained primarily farmland . The transportation improvement of the 1840s (the introduction of the 
Old Colony Railroad in 1844) had a minimal effect on the development of this area (nearby Neponset Village, not with 
-standing which did experience significant growth as a trading center during the early 1830's). The oldest house in 
this area after the Pierce House is the former Daniel Harwood House , now in greatly altered form at 20 
Delmont Street. Built c. 1860, the Harwood house faced Adams Street , had an ample front yard and U-shaped 
driveway and encompassed a large stable and glass "Hot House". Its Italianate form is still in evidence despite later 
additions. The Harwood property stretched northward from Minot Street to Oakton Avenue.Harwood Is listed as a 
dentist at 109 Boylston Street in Boston. By 1915, the glory days of the Harwood estate were over and its land is 
shown as being subdivided into 15 house lots bordering Adams, Vale and Delmont Streets. 


After the Civil War , Pierce lands were subdivided into fairly ample house lots. In 1874, Oakton Avenue is shown as 

a cul de sac extending west from Plain Street and basically was the driveway to the ancient Pierce homestead at 24 

Oakton Avenue. At that time the Pierce farm was a still-large, 358,720 ft tract, although four house lots are clearly 

outlined on the north ade of Oakton Avenue (including the Pierce house's lot) indicating that the Pierce family was 

embarking into the real estate business. A few Italianate houses were built on Pierce Street during the early 1870s, 

including the J.Beecher Hoxie House at 48 Pierce Street which was built for a clerk and by the 1930's had 

_ passed from the Hoxies and Fays to Timothy Callahan , plumber.House construction activity in the area seems to be 

| fairly neatly bracketed beteen 1884-1894 . This building boom was preceded in the early 1880's bv lot sales with 

Lewis Francis Pierce being the principle grantor. For example, the land for 34 Pierce Avenue was purchased by 

| 1884 by an S. Albee with house construction taking place around 1890 for a family named Galvin. A Michael Galvin, 

_ book keeper, lived here until at least the early 1930's. Similarly, an F.A. Perkins bought a house lot from the Pierce 
Farm by 1884; and within the next decade, Augustus C. Richmond, local contractor, built 41 Pierce Street. 


The towered Queen Anne house at 664 Adams Street by virtue of its distinctive form is, after the Pierce 
Homestead, the "place maker" structure in this area. It was built c.1880 for an E. Downing and overtime was owned 
by Ardelle A. Mosely (1890s), Edward L. Knapp (1910s) and Charles F. Porfert, carpenter by the 1930s. Adams 
Street has been included as the western boundary of this area to call attention to two groups of well rendered 
3-deckers with classical elements. These groups include 668; 672; 676 Adams Street and, on the west side of 
Adams Street, 663; 667;671; 675 Adams Street. The latter group were built on part of the old Souther farm 
that bordered Adams Steet and stretched from Beaumont Street to Elmer Road. Elmer Road started out as the 
driveway to the Carruth estate, just to the west of the Souther property. 663; 667; 671; 675 Adams Street 
were built by 1918. Early residents included: M.M. Foster at 675; H.S. Clark at671; I. G. Davis at #667 and 
C.G. Richmond at 663 Adams Street. Rounding out the story of the Pierce / Oakton areas development are a 
trio of 2-family bick Georgian Revival residences at 35,43 and 51 Oakton Avenue built dunng the 1920s. 
Residents of these houses during the early 1930 s included John Freeman and Charles C. Grant at 35; Ferdinand E. 
Breed, Police sargent and Harry J. Mc Tiernan at 43 and John E. Freeman, sports writer and Arthur F. Wallace, 
manager, 420 Boylston Street. 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Sccretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Wo bert ES rete IPEL 
Property Name: Pierce/Oakton 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


In terms of non- residential buildings, the Thomas J. Kenny Elementary School and its grounds comprise part 
of the southem edge of the district and straddles a significant drop in the grade between the level of Oak Street and 
Delmont Street to the south. The Kenny School was built in 1926 from designs provided by John M. Gray. 
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Assessor's Sheets 


Area] etter Form Numbers in Area 


USGS Quad 


é BOSTON 
Massachusctts Historical Commission (ZN Ize Ent io 
80 Boylston Strect 


Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Photograph 

‘(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
(0 continuation sheets. 


Sketch Map 


\Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
\. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
ncluding route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
lion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
jiorth. 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 
Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchcstcr 


Name of Area Carruth StreeUPeabody Sq. 


Present Use Residential, small 


commercial center , All St. Ashmont Church 


Construction Dates or Period c. 1875-1920 


Overall Condition good-excellent 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization __ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) May, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCIIITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
Carruth Street and vicinity is a fairly extensive area of upscale, late 19th / early 20th century residences on the 
cast side of Dorchester Avenue in south central Dorchester. Included within this area. for the purposes of this 
survey is the small commercial area Known as Peabody Square.The least extensive of Dorchester's important 
commercial/residential crossroads. What this crossroads lacks in quanity of histone structures, it makes up for 
in the high quality of its few commercial, residential, municipal and ecclesiastical buildings. Its greatest glory is 
the Gothic Revival All Saints Ashmont Episcopal Church al 211 Asmont street, an early masterpiece 
by Ralph Adams Cram.. In addition to commercial buildings at 1911-1913 Dorchester Avenue and 
569-573 Talbot Avenue, Pcabody Square contains the architecturally significant Peabody Apartments at 
197 Ashmont Street and thc fire station at 1884 Dorchester Avenue as well as the small tnangular park 
at the center of the square. Peabody Square Park was created by the ontersection of Ashmont Street, Talbot 
Avenue, and Dorchester Avenue. 


Although, torturous to follow, this area 's boundanes can only be described in minute detail because its 
significant housing does not fall neatly within the parameters set by major thoroughfares as is the case in most 
of the areas included within this survey. In the case of the westem boundary, the MBTA Red line tracks serve 
to clearly define this edge of the area. The northern boundary follows the back lot lines of Ashmont Street 
houses as far as Bruce Street.(continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

The Carruth Street/Peabody Square area is historically significant as a pnme example of a “railroad suburb" or 
"garden suburb". Professor Robert Fishman describes a "railroad suburb" as “an elite neighborhood with 
custom-built houses, the evolution of which establishes the taste for mass "fringe suburbanization" accomplished 
by the streetcar". This area was developed with "custom-built" houses between 1877 and 1915 on land that 
businessman and community activist Herbert C. Carruth inherited from his father, Nathan Carruth, a China Trade 
merchant and early railroad magnate. The street system in this area was surveyed by the Dorchester architect 
Luther Briggs ,Jr. Represented within this area is the residential work of the leading architects of this period 
including Edwin J. Lewis Jr., W. Whitney Lewis, Joseph Greene, John A. Fox, Willard Bacon and A.Warren 
Gould. Above all, All Saints' Episcopal Church at 211 Ashmont Street (1894) represents an early , major 
example of ecclesiastical design by the important Gothicist Ralph Adams Cram. Additionally, Carruth's Hill was 
home to a uniformly affluent yet diverse community of businessmen and arusts, including 30 Carruth Street's 
Arthur J. Conner of Conner & Co., Medicines and3 Fairfax Street's William Grueby, the important Arts and 
Crafts movement architectural tile artisan. 


The Carruth Street/Peabody Square area during the 17th century was part of the largely uninhabited Great Lots that 
occupied the vast section of Dorchester south of Meeting House Hill. Pierces, Minots and Tolmans were among 

the few families to settle in this area of pasture , forest and marsh land and their houses were located east of Adams 0 
Street in the Neponset section. The Carruth Street/Peabody Square area remained uninhabited until the mid 19th 
century. Although Dorchester Avenue was set out through this area as a tol] road in 1804, this transportation 
improvement had a negligible effect on house construction activity in this area. Made a free street in 1854, 
horse-drawn streetcars began to serve this thoroughfare in 1857. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheer 


Maps/A tlases- 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898,1910,1918 and 1933 

Boston Business Directories- 1874-1945 

Tucci, Douglass Shand, The Gothic Churches of Dorchester 

Tucci, Douglass Shand, Built in Boston, City and Suburb, 1978 

Tucci, Douglass Shand, Ashmont, An Historical Guide to Peabody Square, Carruth's Hill, and Ashmont Hill 
and the architecture of Edwin J. Lewis ,Jr.and John A. Fox, The Dorchester Histoncal Sac., 1843-1993 
-Sammarco, Anthony Mitchell, "Celebration: Peabody Square is 100 Years Old"; 1119/93 : "The Peabody: 
Historic landmark, DCN's home", 6/14/1991, Dorch. Comm. News 


[ ] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7/192 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Doren EsPre e_ EA 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


All of the above - mentioned streets west of Carruth and south of Ashmont Street run into Bushnell Street which is 
lined by primarily Queen Anne housing with irregular forms which run the gamut from run down to well- preserved 
in terms of states of preservation. 43 Bushnell Street is a fine example of Queen Anne house design at its most 
imaginative and creative; its corner tower presides over the intersection of Rowena and Bushnell. Projecting from an 
L-shaped main block clad with wood shingles overlaid with a band of diamond- shaped shingles, this tower 
culminates in windows with diamond panes seperated by colonettes and capped by a bell-shaped copper roof cap. 
The front porch is noteworthy for the fan shaped motifs set within a broad pediment. 


Turning to the section of this area east of Carruth Street are streets such as Barrington, Fossdale and Fairfax 
which are lined with housing that , ocassionally , approaches and sometimes surpasses the large scale, fine design 
and high quality craftsmanship found along Carruth Street. For example, 15 Fairfax Street, comer of 
Westmoreland is an enormous Shingle/Queen Anne house characterized by a complex form consisting of hip -roofed 
and towered segment overlooking Westmoreland and broad gable with sweeping roof line on the Fairfax Street side. 
It rises 3.5 stories from a high rubble stone basement and is sheathed in wood shingles. At the center of the Fairfax 
facade is a two - story bow which culminates in a gabled porch which set within a broad arch. The overall effect of 
#15 Fairfax Street is almost overwhelming in terms of size, complexity of form and exaggerated sense of rusticity . 
To the east of this house, along Westmoreland Street, the housing, with one or two exceptions is fairly 
straightforward Queen Anne, 2-family, gable end to street housing. 15 Fairfax serves as a "gateway" structure 
which announces the more elaborate housing of the Carruth Steet area as one heads west along Westmoreland from 
Adams Street. 


Beaumont Street has its share of upscale, well- rendered homes with 53 Beaumont Street representing the 
easternmost house on this street included in the Carruth Street/Peabody Square area. Built in 1877, this 
cupola-topped house is one of the oldest house in this area. This Italianate/ Stick style house has been attributed to 
Dorchester architect and surveyor, Luther Briggs, Jr. Composed of a two- story main block and west ell, this 
clapboard-sheathed house exhibits a wide band of closely spaced vertical wooden elements. Its edges are accented 
by narrow corner boards. Still intact are original multi -panel double doors which open onto a porch with paired and 
chamfered posts. Its windows are ornately enframed and it is enclosed by a slate covered hip roof . Its main facade's 
center dormer exhibits Gothic Revival pointed arch windows. It is topped by a square cupola. 24 Beaumont 
Street is another Queen Anne house of considerable style and substance that depends on highly plastic surface 
treatments for interest with projecting open and enclosed porches, gable- and shed- roofed projections and end wall 
gables. Its first floor is covered with clapboards. Its upper foors are covered with scalloped shingles. Rising from its 
Toof are tall corbelled chimneys, again displaying a distinctive medievalized sensibility that is so characteristic of the 
Queen Anne and Shingle style houses of this area. Across the street at 17 and 11 Beaumont together with the 
Tear wall of 30 Carruth Street form a memorable streetscape. 17 Beaumont Street is a Queen Anne house of 
‘regular form with a large, spectacular , arched and panelled stained glass window with a complex gable and hipped 
toof configuration. Modern siding materials have compromised some of the original charm of this house. 11 
Beaumont Street ranks among the finest examples of the Tudor style in Dorchester. The ground level brick walls 
are surmounted by a second floor and attic level covered with stucco and closely- spaced vertical and horizontal half- 
timbering. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


, ' } TORICAL COMMISS Community: Form No: 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL MISSION DoRcHESTER (te 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Carruth Street/Peabody Sq. 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued- 


The eastern and southern boundaries, however bend and jog. As one moves eastward over Carruth's Hill toward 
Adams Street, the extraodinary designs and high quality craftsmanship of the western section gradually gives way to 
solid, middle -class housing which, while not without merit, pales in comparison to the architectural treasures of 
Carruth Street and vicinity. Similarly to the south of Westmoreland and Fairfax Streets is two -family and th-ee- 
decker housing of fairly average design and craftsmanship quality that does not approach the consistently high quality 
of residences further up the hill. More specifically, the main body of this area is circumscribed by the north ade cf 
Ashmont Street from 208 to 324 (including 3 Bruce Street). This northern boundary includes houses alor:g 
the cul -de -sac called Adanac Terrace. The eastern boundary of this area follows the side lot line of 345 Ashmomt 
Street and tums westward along the back lot lines of 311 to 345 Ashmont Street, turns to run southward 
along the side lot line of 40 Elmer Road and jogs south easterly along the back lot lines of 21 to 7 Fossdale 
Street, turns east along the back lot lines of 48 and 52 Beaumont Street, continues southward along the side lot 
line of 53 Beaumont Street, continues eastward along the back lot lines of 49 to 37 Westmoreland Street 
and is continued easterly along the south side of Westmoreland Street so as toinclude 14 Westmoreland Street. ( 
another possibility is confining the eastern edge of this area to Fossdale and Fairfax Streets ). The southern aige of 
this district follows the back lot lines of Westmoreland and Fairfax Streets (including 40 Carruth Street) 2nd then 
tums westward to Van Winkle Street, including numbers 63 to 83 Van Winkle and then southward to include 25 and 
28 Weyanoke Street,and 11,9 and 10,12 Shenandoah Street. The western boundary follows the abwav 
retaining wall along Wessex Street and the back lot lines of Bushnell Street. Adjacent to this boundary are the MBT A 
Red line tracks and Ashmont Station. 


In terms of residential architecture, house after house along most of the streets in this area are characterized by houses 
with unusually memorable forms and imaginative designs, many with features like overhanging gables, sweeving 
roof lines and diamond shaped window panes that impart a Medieval sensibility via the American Shingle Stvie. [n 
some cases fabric such as stone, brick, wooden clapboards and shingles are combined in ways that speak to iate 19th 
century architects' understanding of how to derive maximum visual impact from the contrasting colors and textures of 
a vanity of building and sheathing materials. The Queen Anne ,Shingle and Colonial Revival styles and com>inatons 
of these popular architectural modes are all well represented within this area. Since the majority of these houses were 
built within the time frame of c.1880-1910, this area will be discussed street by street rather than as representztives of 
a progression of historic architectural styles over time. 


Carruth Street is the premiere street in this neighborhood in terms of noteworthy residential architecture. E:ghlizhts 
of this street include the grouping of houses at 12 Lombard (corner of Carruth), 13 Carruth Street and 15 
Carruth Street. 13 and 15 exhibit Medieval qualities as interpreted via the Shingle Style. These Medieval qzalities 
are most evident in the overhanging gables, wood shingle materials and diamond shaped uppersash of 13 Carruth 
Street. Additionally, 13 Carruth Street features a sweeping roof line that is typical of Shingle Style residences as 
Well as a side porch with multi - pane windows. Situated off the main entrance hall, a sun porch like this specks tc 
upper- middle class Americans' discovery of a less formal way of living during the 1890's. 13 and 15 Carnch Street 
are set back from each other in a way that showcases #12 Lombard Street, a substantial Queen Anne house «zh a 
main facade characterized by a recessed comer entrance porch, octagonal oriel and broad gable with two leve's of 
overhangs. 25 and 27 Carruth Street are Queen Anne houses remarkable in their sculptural forms and c-nfident 
juxtaposition of masonry and wood shingle materials. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Porcncesree EA 


Property Name: Carruth Street/Peabody Sq. 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued- 


25 Carruth Street stands with end wall gable facing Carruth Street. The Rowena Street wall features a side log gia 
with wood shingle clad arches. Rising from the center of this side wall is a three story tower composed of rusticated 
stone and Medieval half timbering with small rectangular windows exhibiting diamond panes. This towered segment 
is enclosed by a pyramidal roof cap. The tower and roof slates are intact and in good condition. Next door at 27 
Carruth Street is a very fine example of a Queen Anne house of irregular form; the first story is distinguished by 
Romanesque arches on three sides of the off- center, projecting entrance pavillion. The upper floors are covered with 
shingles .Window treatments, in typicaly Queen Anne fashion vary in size, shape and sash configurations. Small 
multi pane upper sash are common through out. The various components of this house are brillianuy integrated in a 
way that makes this house visually compelling from every concievable angle. Intersecting gables and pyramidal roof 
configurations have a curious Japanese sensibility that stem in part from the jagged terra cotta edging. Chimneys are 
corbelled and the center chimney retains its chimney pots. 24 Carruth Street successfully blends boxy Colonial 
Revival form, symmetrical facades and Tuscan columned front porch with the Queen Anne tendency towards surface 
plasticity with a center, second floor oriel and broad pedimented dormer which projects from the hip roof. 

30 Carruth Street is a major example of the Georgian Revival style. This house, with its lonic columned front 
porch, flanking bow fronts, bays oriels and deep, bracketed eaves speaks to the kind of energetic, imaginative 
designs emploving Georgian / Federal forms and elements that were popular before practitioners of this style slavishly 
copied "real" 18th century Colonial homes during the first quarter of the 20th century. Douglas Shand tucci notes that 
"Particularly fine is the way the commodious, swelling bays on each side of the principal facade are reflected in the 
curvature of the front porch, which is at one and the same time both imposing and gracious, an unusual 
accomplishment" 33 Carruth Street is a Queen Anne residence noteworthy for the play of bowed forms at its 
northeast comer as well as at the center of its second floor's main facade, in the form of an onel on top of the front 
porch. Composed of a brick first floor, its front porch and upper floors have been compromised by the application of 
vinyl siding. Nevertheless, the form and brick work of this building are its great strengths, including tall, 
Medievalized corbelled chimneys. 


Ashmont Street , at the northern end of this area, also posseses an unusually fine collection of Queen Anne, 
Shingle, Colonial Revival as well as Craftsman style housing. Constituting a focal point at the northem end of 
Carruth Street. 250 Ashmont Street isa handsome example of mansion-scale Colonial Revival housing. Its 
symmetrical facades retain clapboards and elements such as corner Ionic pilasters, open front porch with clustered 
lonic columns, bowed wall segment above the front porch which is flanked by attentuated, free standing columns. 
dentillated entablature, modillion blocks and trio of dormers at the main facade. 240 Ashmont Street is one of the 
very few residences in this neighborhood constructed entirely of brick. This house looks to early 18th century 
English Georgian houses for inspiration. Its main facade's center entrance is flanked by Ionic pilasters and 
surmounted by a segmental, modillion block-studded hood which enclosed dellicate low relief swag and ribbon 
detailing. Its corners are accented by brick work quoins and raised brick work courses appear at the junction of the 
first and second story and at the eaves. The roof is hippped and low and retains its original slate shingles. Tall 
corbelled chimneys appear at either end of the lateral walls. As Carruth Hill makes its eastward descent toward Adams 
Street, 307 Ashmont Street, provides evidence that here and there in Dorchester, Craftman style homes are not 
always modest in scale and pedestrian in design. At 307 Ashmont Street, Colonial Revival symmetry, window sash 
treatments and hipped roof are successfully blended with Craftsman style stucco -covered walls and exposed rafters 
at the roof's eaves. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoRcHEsTEenR E. Ay 
Property Name: Carruth Street/Peabody Sq. 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued - 


#3 Bruce Street (comer of Ashmont Street), at the extreme eastern end of this area, is a towered Queen Anne 
residence which retains its wood shingles and serves as a kind of "gateway" structure to the even more sophisticated, 
robust examples of late 19th/early 20th century residence further to the west and "up and over" Carruth's Hill. 


Considering the streets of this area west of Carruth Street, one encounters Lombard Street which is noteworthy for 
a collection of Queen Anne houses that echo the fine design and quality craftsmanship of Carruth Street , but in a 
slighty more modest fashion. For example , #7 Lombard Street _, is a Queen Anne house with a highly irregular 
form consisting of projecting structural components like a square corner tower with finial-topped pyramidal roof cap, 
front porch with closely spaced slatwork railings, turned posts and a porch roof gable exhibiting a variety of shingle 
shapes. Gables, both clipped and regular, project from its walls. Rising from the center of this house is a steeply 
pitched hip roof. The majority of the housing on this street speaks to some manifestation of the Queen Anne style. 
While vinyl siding has made inroads on housing on the north side of this strert, the south side of Lombard presents a 
more intact stereetscape of mostly Queen Anne houses with irregular forms and heights of 2.5 stories. At the comer of 
Lombard and Bushnell, is the former Ashmont Nursery School __, designed by Edmund J. Lewis, Jr. in 1888 and 
later adapted for use as a church in 1892 by Harrison Atwood; still later it was transformed into a private residence. 
Extremely rustic in appearance, this low, one story wood shingle covered structure is essentially L-shaped in form 
and rises from a rubble stone basement. 


Moving southward, Rowena Street and Radford Lane slope westward to Bushnell Street . The latter street 
"dead ends" at a pedestrian entrance to Ashmont Station. The Shingle, Queen Anne and Colonial Revival houses of 
Rowena Street and Radford Lane are set back facing ample lawns. 22 and 28 Radford Lane _ represent the two 
stylistic sensibilities at work on this street and for that matter in the rest of the neighborhood. 22 Radford Lane, 
with its "skin" of dark brown shingles, deep eaves and main facade's broad overhanging gable speaks to the 
Medieval design undercurrents everywhere present in this area. 28 Radford Lane _, on the other hand, ranks among 
the finest examples of housing exhibiting the Classicsm that is the basis for Colonial Revival form and elements. 
Here, its well proportioned boxy form, is set off by attentuated Doric Columns; its clapboard walls, interrupted only 
by crisply rendered baseboards, string course and cornice. The center entrance consists of a pedimented porch which 
is supported by Tuscan columns. The multi -panel front door is flanked by sidelights with elaborate leaded tracery. 
Above the front porch is a diminutive oriel. This house is enclosed by a hip roof. 


Continuing southward, Van Winkle Street _ is characterized by a more diverse collection of housing with two 
robust, bow - fronted three- deckers at 79 and 83 Van Winkle Streets as well as the more typical Queen Anne 
and Colonial Revival housing found elsewhere in the area. Queen Anne housing with both irregular and compact 
forms bordering the extreme western ends of Weyanoke and Shenandoah Streets are included within this area. The 
towered Queen Anne at 25 WeyonokeStreet and Queen Anne/Shingle style houses at 28 Weyonoke, 9, 10, 

11, and 12 Shenandoah are representative of this housing stock (continued). 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Community: Form No: 


DeecHEsrek. a 


Property Name: Carruth Street/Peabody Sq. 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSJON 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Architectural Description continued- 


Peabody Square, at the northwestern comer of this distnct, is characterized by an architecturally significant cluster 
of commercial/residential, municipal and ecclesizsucz! buildings. Anchoring the southwest comer of Dorchester 
Avenue and Ashmont Street is 1911-1913 Dorchester Avenue. Built in 1884, this 2.5 story Queen Anne 
commercial /residential block has been sensiuvely restored in recent years. This structure is composed of a brick first 
floor which is characterized by a series of arched openings. Its upper floors are covered with wood shingles . Its 
main ( Dorchester Ave) facade's second floor exhibits an off center oriel. The Ashmont Street wall is treated as a 
wide octagonal component which culminates in a low polygonal towered segment capped by a pyramidal roof. Its 
main facade features an off- center gable containing 2 band of three small square windows ; sand and pebble surface 
treatments cover portions of the gable. Small blackened stones set into the gable's sandy surfaces provide the 
lettering for both the date of construction ("1884" ) as well as circular and swirling decorative forms. The intersecting 
gables' ridges are accented by terra cotta elements. 


Across Ashmont Street at # 569-573 Talbot Avenue stands a three-story rectangular building which features a 
brick commercial first floor and condominium apartments on its upper floor. Its Asmont /Talbot / Dorchester Ave. 
corner is treated as an octagonal towered component with a pyramidal roof cap. Its upper floor are covered with 
wood shingles and its flat roof is enclosed by a low wood shingle-covered parapet. Continuing northeastward across 
Dorchester Avenue is the Renaissance Revival Ashmont Fire Station at 1890 Dorchester Avenue. This boxy, 
2-story municipal structure is constructed of vellow back and is enclosed by a low hip roof which retains its original 
slate shingles. Its main facade exhibits two large garage openings with a recessed Corinthian columned loggia on the 
second floor. Its walls are pierced by standard size «indow’s which are set deeply into the planar surfaces of the 
walls. 


At the southeast comer of Peabody Square (211 Ashmoat Street) stands this area's most architecturally 
significant landmark: All Saints' Ashmont Church (1891-1894). Designed by the great American Gothicist 
Ralph Adams Cram, All Saints', Cram was not an archaeological correct rendition of the Gothic style, but an 
adaptation suited to modern conditions and represenung his own unique approach to scale and massing. Douglass 
Shand Tucci in Built in Boston sheds light on why Ali Saints, Ashmont is such a seminal work within the annals of 
American architectural history. According to Tucci, * Though explicit in its reminiscence, All Saints' is profoundly 
orginal. Inspired by English Perpendicular parish churches in its overall design and detailing, the Ashmont church 
also owes much to Trinity in its sense of disciplined prcturesqueness. But the authority with which the great tower of 
All Saints leaves the ground, the dark grandeur of its tremendous volume, and the enormous, quiet majesty and 
stinking simplicity of the whole church - all this was new in American architecture and very much at odds with "the 
gilded age"." All Saints is composed of a thick, massive crenellated tower with a two story nave and one story 
flanking side aisles. It is constructed of dark gray ashlar granite and the overall sense of mass and masonry is 
extremely compelling, with the tower's image verging on the totemic. 


Rounding out Peabody Square's collection of architecturally significant structures are the Peabody Apartments at 
197 Ashmont Street, corner of Dorchester Avenue. This Tudoresque, U-shaped 3.5 story brick apartment 
building was constructed in 1896-97 from designs provided by Edwin J. Lewis. According to Douglas Shand Tucci, 
this structure is composed of "four connected brick three- Geckers with servants' quarters under the roof. Two of the 
four entrance porches to each three-decker are visible in the courtyard. The ground-story apartments of the two 
three-deckers whose narrow ends face Ashmont Stree: were designed for doctors and incorporate waiting rooms and 
offices, features common to both intown and streetcar-suburb apartment houses." 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoWcecH Este KL EA 


Property Name: Carruth St./Peabody Square 


Indicate cach item on inventon torm which Is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


In 1824, Cheever Newhall, a well-to-do boot and shoe dealer purchased an estate on the north ade of what would 
become Ashmont Street. Each summer, until 1878, Newall and his family cultivated apples, pears, cherries grapes 
and plums. In 1844, the Old Colony Railroad was set out linking Boston with Plymouth. Its route through Dorchester 
was too far to the east of this area to have a significant impact on its residential development, although this railroad's 
president, Nathan Carruth chose to build a hill- top, Luther Biggs-designed mansion (demolished) in this area in 
1847 .Carruth was born in North Brookfield, MA in 1810 and made a fortune in the in the West Indies Trade during 
the clipper-ship era. He was an early participant in the anti-slavery movement and was an ardent Congrgationalist, 
active in Dorchester's Second Church. 


In addition to the Carruths, the 1850 map shows a second house on Carruth's hill--name illegible. The Carruth estate, 
variously referred to by local historians as "Ashmont", "Beechmont" and Beaumont" encompassed a large stable and 
bam, two greenhouses as well 2s a mansion-scale residence. Carruth's estate extended from what is now Elmer Road 
to Beaumont Street (respectively Carmuth's front and back dnves from Adams Street) and from today's Carruth Street 
almost to Adams Street. It was Herbert Shaw Carruth, the son of the better known Nathan Carruth ,who developed 
Carruth's Hill in the 1880's and 90's. He was born in 1855, educated at Phillips Academy, Andover, and at Amherst 
Agricultural College (later the University of Massachusetts). 1877 was a watershed year in Herbert's life, 
establishing his own retail book store called Clark and Carruth, marrying Annie French Pope ot the Pope's of Pope's 
Hill Dorchester and building his own home at 30 Beaumont Street. Carruth hired family fnend, the architect 
Luther Bnggs, Jr. to survey the Carruth estate for streets and houselots. 


The residential architecture of this area will be discussed first, followed by a consideration of the buildings around 
Peabody Square. The temptation remains to discuss the houses of this neighborhood by discrete time periods of 
development . For the purposes of a smoothly flowing text that can be easily "mined" for information on particular 
houses, this area is, for the most part, discussed alphabetically by street and in the numerical order of its houses street 
addresses. The primary source for information on this area is Douglass Shand Tucci's Dorchester Historical Society 
publication entitled "Ashmont, An Historical Guide to Peabody Square, Carruth's Hill, and Ashmont Hill and the 
Architecture of Edwin J. Lewis Jr. and John A. Fox." Tucci notes an interesting fact that shou!d be kept in mind 
when considering the development of this area this area: " He ( Herbert Carruth) seems to have favored using several 
architects at the same time, but not mixing them up on the same blocks. Instead, he tended to group their work: Edwin 
Lewis on Radford, Bradford Hamilton on Randolph, Whitney Lewis on Fairfax and John Fox and Joseph Greene on 
Beaumont. Similarly, he settled for Allen and Kenway for mid-Carruth." 


Ashmont Street , thanks to the politcal influence of Nathan Carruth, was set out in 1849, a vear after the town 
fathers had dismissed a proposa! from less influential citizens for a new street extending westward from Adams to 
Washington streets. In 1870, a branch of the old Colony Railroad was set out through Peabody Square . Despite the 
proximity of the Peabody Square railroad station to Carruth's Hill, house construction activity in the area lagged due 
to the nation-wide economic depression of 1873. It was not until the early 1880s that the contruction of stylish and 
substantial houses was underway on Ashmont Street between Peabody Square and Bruce Street; house construction 
thatr continued virtually uninterrupted until the early 1910's. . Constructed of brick in 1912 by the important 
Dorchester architect Edwin J. Lewis, 240 Ashmont is one of the grand houses of this street. It was built as the All 
Saints' Rectory. Lived mos of his life at 597 Adams Street in Ashmont, Lewis was an MIT graduate. Serveing a 
nine year apprenticeship with Peabody and Steams, Lewis set up his own practice in 1887 and by the early 1900's 
had "a distinctive style that is quickly recognizable." 240 Ashmont Street replaced the Augustus Meisel House which 
was extant by 1884 and demolished to accomadate the rectory (continued). 
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NVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
PoRcreEesf er- EA 


Property Name: Carruth St/Peabody Square 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


250 Ashmont Street was built for Eben Denton, chief officer of the Reversible Collar Company of Boston in 
1893. It was designed by South Shore architect Charles Haywood. By the carly 1930s, Mary E. Burgess, an 
employee of the Massachusetts State House lived here. 256 Ashmont Street was built c.1888 for John Estabrook 
of Estabrook and Sibley, teamsters at several downtown locations. By the early 1900s, George M. Reed , a State 
Street lawyer owned this property. In 1907, Reed was named justice of the Dorchester Distnict Court. His widow 
Emma, left a small fortune to the Dorchester Historical Society. 281 Asmont Street was built in 1892 for General 
George Drake, the son of the noted Boston historian Samuel Gardner Drake. George Drake enlisted in the Union 
Army in 1861.Rising to the rank of brigadier general, Drake saw action in several historic battles, including Antietam. 
After the Civil War, he founded the George B. Drake Company (commission merchants), 150 Federal street. 
Interestingly the course of Drake and his wife Annie's post-war housing followed a fairly standard route for an 
affluent late -19th century Boston family. Starting out in the South End in the 1870's, the Drakes lived at the Back 
Bay 's Hotel Victoria during the 1880's, finally setting up house keeping at 281 Ashmont Street in 1892. This house 
was built by developer Charles Kittredge (see below) from designs provided by Longfellow, Alden and Harlow, a 
firm best known for their Carnegie Institute in Chicago and the Cambridge, MA. City Hall (1888). A nephew of the 
poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Alexander Wadsworth Longfellow was educated at Harvard, M.I.T. and the 
Ecole des Beaux Arts. He trained in the office of H.H. Richasrdson and was later the principal designer for his firm. 
During the early 20th-century he won the competition to design several train stations (all demolished) on Boston's 
elevated MBTA Orange subway line. 


287 Ashmont Street , marks the entrance to Rundel Park, a cul-de -sac with an off-center, irregularly shaped 
park currently bordered by much-altered late -19th -century houses and 1950's suburban houses. 287 Ashmont Street 
was built for Lovell Snow by prominent lawyer / developer Charles Kittredge. This house has been attributed by 
Douglass Shand Tucci to Longfellow, Alden and Harlow . It was part of Kittredge's 1884 "Ashmont Heights" 
subdivision in which Rundel Park was called Arundel Park. Built in 1889 from designs provided by Edmund J. 
Lewis,Jr., 3 Rundel Park was the home of President John F. Kennedy's grandmother, Mary Josephine Hannon 
Fitzgerald from 1937 until the mid-1960's. She was the wife of Boston mayor John "Honey Fitz" Fitzgerald who 
lived here until his death in 1946. This was the second home in the Ashmont section of Dorchester for Mayor 
Fitzgerald, his first Ashmont abode was a great Italianate/Mansard mansion at 39 Welles Avenue (demolished). 
President Kennedy visited his grandmother at 3 Rundel Park in 1962. During the late 19th century the south side of 
Ashmont Street, between Rundel Park and Bruce Street was part of the 203,200 square foot Charles H. Dodge parcel. 


Continuing eastward "up and over" Ashmont Hill is 3 Bruce Street, corner of Ashmont Street which marks 
the northeast corner of this area. This towered Queen Anne house was built c.1890 for Helen D. Whittemore on land 
that had been part of the Cheever Newhall farm. By the early 193's , a Horton M. Hayward is listed at this address. 


Barrington Road, off the south side of Elmer Road, was cut through the Carruth estate between 1885 and 1889 
and was originally called Arundel Street. The stately Colonial Revival residence at 18 Barrington Road was built 
c. 1895-97 for Florence M. and Josiah Scott, president of the New England Electrotype Company. Active for many 
years in the affairs of All Saints', Scott 's years of service are commemorated by the Scott Memorial window in the 
church's Lady Chapel. By the 1920's, Herbert Thorndike, president of the Webb Manufacturing Company owned 
this house. It was designed by "the master of the center-hall Colonial" Joseph Greene. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


E ect ; ; : Community: Form No: 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION D oReHE STEP. EA 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Carruth Street/Peabody Sq. 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


25 Barrington Road was built in 1891 for Boston lawyer Sumner Mynick from designs provided by Loring and 
Phipps. 


The section of Beaumont Street , between Fairfax and Carruth Street, represents an extension of the "back" 
entrance driveway to the Carruth estate from Adams Street. [t was extended to Carruth Street during the late 1870s 
as part of the Luther Briggs' plan for this area. Situated on high ground, Beaumont Street presents one of the great 
streetscapes in this area. Its commodious, architecturally sophisticated residences overlook ample lawns which extend 
AO feet to the street which is also 40 feet in width. Tucci noves that "from house front to house front, across setback, 
street, and setback, the width of Beaumont is a marvelous tee-shaded 120 feet." Carruth had the power to require 
certain deed restrictions such as uniform set backs, minimum construction costs and the upkeep of both streets and 
sidewalks. Carruth, through his political connections, kept Beaumont street a private way for many years. It is fair to 
say that Beaumont Street is bordered by some of the oldest houses in this area with several dating to the late 1870s 
and early 80s. 


10 and 16 Beaumont Street were designed by Milton architect Joseph Green. The former was built in 1895 for 
Frederick Wood, a Park Street jeweler, while the latter was built in 1899 for the Moseley family who traced their 
Dorchester ancestry back to the 17th century. The Moselys’ (see the Crescent Avenue area) purchase of 16 
Beaumont signaled that "old money" was settling in Herbert Carruth's new development. 11 and 17 Beaumont 
Street represent two houses by Whitney Lewis built ca. 1884. The former has the distinction of being one of the first 
half-timbered buildings in the country while the latter was txultf or Samuel Nightingale, a partner in Nightingale and 
Childs, railroad suppliers, of Pearl Street, Boston. 


24 Beaumont Street was built for Smith Nichols in 1883. A graduate of Annapolis who saw duty in the South 
Atlantic, and in the Asiatic squadron as well as in the South Pacific, Nichols had a distinguished record during the 
Civil War. He served on the U.S. S. Shenandoah during the bombardment of Fort Fisher in 1865 and commanded 
the naval end of the successful assault on the fort. This house, as befitting the home of a Navy man ,was and still is 
called "the Moorings". The Nichols family lived here for almost fifty years followed by the Mc Gills who continue to 
own this property. 24 Beaumont was designed by John A. Fox, a Victorian - era architect who was a gifted, 
imaginative designer of upscale suburban residences. Born in 1836, the son of Boston Transcriptt editor Thomas 
Fox, John Fox studied architecture under Ware and Van Bmint; after becomming an architect in 1870, Fox earned a 
regional practice, designing several Boston buildings as well as the Providence Opera House. 


30 Beaumont Street, as briefly noted earlier, was built for Herbert Carruth in 1877. In this Second Empire 
mansion Carruth and Luther Briggs Jr. concieved the plans for the Carruth's Hill subdivision. This house was a 
wedding gift to Carruth from his father Nathan Carruth and probably represents the work of Luther Briggs Jr.,with a 
library wing designed later by Whitney Lewis. Durning Caruth's years in residence at 30 Beaumont (1877-1910) he 
was elected to the Board of Aldermen, served as president of the board and acting mayor of Boston. In 1889, he gave 
up his business and devoted all his time to public service and the development of his property. From 1893-1896 he 
served as first secretary of the permanent Metropolitan Park Commission. Together with landscape architect Charles 
Elliot, Carruth is credited with the creation of the Metropolitan Parks system. In 1910, Carruth backed the losing 
mayoral candidate , Boston's leading Yankee banker James Storrow in an election won by Ashmont resident John 
"Honey Fitz" Fitzgerald. Henceforth , Carruth's political career went into eclipse and he retired to Amherst , 
Massachusetts where he died in 1917.(continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Doren ester EA 


Property Name: Carruth St. /Peabody Square 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 
Historical Narrative continued 


43 Beaumont Street was built c.1900 on land formerly owned by Samuel H.L. Pierce. It was built for a Mr. Tuttle 
who was a lawyer serving as a clerk of the Dorchester Municipal Court. The First Baptist church on Ashmont Street 
had its beginnings at a meeting held in the parlor of the Tuttle House house in 1905. 


53 Beaumont Street ranks among the earliest houses in this area. [t was built in 1877 in the Italianate/Stck style 
by and for Samuel H.L. Pierce, a leading Boston builder. A descendant of Pierce's who built the old Pierce House at 
46 Pierce Street ca. 1650, Pierce was related to S.S. Pierce the famous Boston grocer and Henry L. Pierce, the owner 
of Baker's Chocolate, the leading nineteenth-century benefactor of the Museum of Fine Arts and Boston's first mayor 
after Dorchester's annexation in 1870. The fact that someone of Pierce's lineage and professional stature chose to 
build a house on Beaumont Street must have greatly advanced Carruth's vision of a garden suburban development in 
this area. 


Bushnell Street runs southward from Ashmont Street to Weyonoke Street. Set out as early as 1871, it onginally 
ended in a cul-de-sac called Randolph Terrace, just beyond Rowena Street. Today, the c.early 1890's houses at 
43,47, 51 and 54 Bushnell Street represent the residences that bordered Randolph Terrace before it became a 
continuation of Bushnell Street during the early 1900s. All of these houses were designed by Bradford Hamilton, 
best known as the architect of Milton High School. Particularly noteworthy, from an architectural standpoint is the 
towered Queen Anne at 43 Bushnell Street. It was built ca. 1890 for James L. Nesbitt, shipper. By 1898, Willis 
V. Bixby, an agent for the Boston and Albany Railroad lived here. During the early 1930s, Jason Di Stefano, barber 
owned this property. The back yards of the houses on the west side of Bushnell Street border Ashmont Station and 
the MBTA Red Line tracks. Bushnell's houses between Rowena and Ashmont are for the most part middle class, 
gable front , Queen Anne residences. 


Carruth Street, architecturally the premiere street in the area, was set out in 1869. Subdvisions between Carruth 
Street and Dorchester Avenue were set out in 1870. Carruth's Hill, formerly Ashmont Hill, was built -up between 
1880 and 1900 with superbly designed Queen Anne, Shingle and Colonial Revival residences (the present Ashmont 
Hill on the west side of Dorchester Avenue was formerly called Welles Hill.) It provides a glimpse of a late 19th 
century oasis of generous lawns and commodious houses with extensive verandahs. On streets such as Carruth one 
found the richest one percent of the population--upper middle class manufacturers, large storeowners, brokers, the top 
lawyers, doctors, clergy, educators and company presidents and treasurers. The architects of these show places were 
sophisticated practitioners of the latest trends in suburban residential design and included F.N. Reid, Joseph Green 
and Willard Bacon. Many of these upscale suburban estates were tended to by Italian gardeners and two ot three Irish 
maids . 


According to Douglass Shand Tucci, the first house on Carruth Street, as well as one of the oldest in this 
neighborhood was the Dix-Humphrey-Mitchell House of 1872-73 which stood at 41 Carruth Street and was 
moved to its present location at 80 Van Winkle Street where it was moved and remodeled in 1897. 


13 and 15 Carruth Street 's land was owned by the Newbury Five Cents Savings Bank in 1884 and by Susan H. 
Goodale in 1894. 13 Carruth Street was built in 1895 and has been attributed to Albert W. Cobb of Cobb and 
Stevens. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Doe cH ESTER EA 
Property Name: Carruth Street /Peabody Sq. 


Indicate c2ch mem on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative cotinued 


Originally owned by Frieda M. Bethmann, who lived here with her mother, Mrs Emilie F. Bethmann, both women's 
occupations are listed as "kindergartners" in the 1890's Boston Directories. Fneda Bethmann was pmincipal of the 
Thomas W“. Hzat Kindergarten and Emilie Bethmann was principal of the Julia Ward Howe School .Kindergarten 
Schools 12 Boston were started in 1888 and their teachers were sometimes called the first "social workers in Boston". 
Kindergarten teachers, like the Bethmanns, enriched the lives of the City's poor children. School committee reports of 
the kindervarten program in the 1890's note in regard to its teachers that " children who come from homes where 
moral and intefJectual development is almost an impossibility... are brought under the influence of highly cultivated 
teachers." The Bethmanns, pioneers in their field, were said to have been admired within the school system as 
innovators. They lived at 13 Carruth Street for about 20 years. By 1933, Frank E.D. Talbot, manager at 99 Chauncy 
Street , Boston. lived here. 


10 and 15 Carruth Street were designed by Dorchester architect Edwin J. Lewis, Jr. for Susan and Thomas H. 
Goodale. The Goodale's resided in the former while the latter was built as an investment property for immediate sale. 
Built in 1888, 10 Carruth Street represents one of Lewis' earliest documented works. Thomas H. Goodale, Jr. 
was a parmer rn Doliber, Goodale and Co., Boston merchants and was for years the Junior Warden of All Saints'; he 
was a member of the committee that raised the funds to build the present church. Additionally, Goodale's wife Susan 
was a leaier in a number of All Saints' organizations. 


15 Carruth Street was built c.1893-94 and by 1895 was owned by George Walden, a United States Army 
officer. Captarzn George William Boyd, a friend of the Waldens, spent his retirement at 15 Carruth Street. A native of 
Boston, Boyd made his fortune in Alabama as a member of the firm of L. Merchant and Company. Captain Boyd died 
at 15 Carruth Street in 1903, leaving a substantial fortune to All Saints’, said to have been worth two million dollars in 
today's cztrency. By 1933, Mary R. Quinn, a teacher at the Oliver Wendall Holmes School lived here. 


16 Carruth street was built in 1896 by William Eafie from designs provided by Fredenck N. Reed, a little known 
Boston architect and some-time Ashmont resident who lived at 75 Ocean Street. The onginal owner of this house 
was Charies S. Kendall, Jr., vice president of Rice, Kendall and Company on Federal Street in the Boston. Kendall 
grew up 19 his father's house at 261 Newbury Street in the Back Bay. 


Attnbute to John A. Fox by Douglas Shand Tucci, 19 Carruth Street was built ca. 1886-87 for John and Mary 
Phillips. Dunmg the 1890's, it was owned by Charlotte H.Redfern. Early 20th -century owners included John 
Shapleigh , head of Cedar Grove Cemetery and Frederick Burleigh , a real estate agent active in the sale of Carruth's 
Hill 's houses and for many years active as a lay leader at All Saints’. 


Built in 1885, 21 Carruth Street is the oldest house now standing on the street. Designed by C. S. Clark, its 
original c~ner was Joseph Swan, an official of the City of Boston waterboard. 


22 Carreath Street was designed in 1895 for Frederick Mills, president of Mills and Company, investment bankers 
based on Congress Street. It s architect was Edwin J. Lewis , Jr. By the early 1930's, this house was owned by 
Thomas L. Ormsby of the T.L. Ormsby & Son Co., roofers, based in South Boston. 
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V ORY _FO CONTINU ON_SHEE 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Do en SSTEe EA 
Property Name: Carruth St/Peabody Square 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


24 Carruth Street was built on part of a two- lot tract owned by Ellen and Emma Carruth in 1884. Built in 1890, it 
was onginally owned by Elizabeth A. and Greenleaf C. George. Born in 1826, George was a Newburyport native 
and blacksmith's son. Mr. George entered the Eliot Insurance Company as a clerk in 1861 and rose to become its 
president in 1890. Accoding to Douglass shand Tucci, "the architect of this stately mansion was Frank L. Smith, who 
specialized in low-cost suburban housing." 


By the real estate prices of the 1890's, the $8,000.00 purchase price of 24 Carruth was anything but low. This 
house's design was published in the October, 1889 issue of Homes of Today. By 1933 it was owned by George J. 
O'Brien, president and treasurer of George O'Brien & Sons, grocers.O'Brien started in this business as a clerk when 
this store was owned by Frederick P. Jacques, the second owner of 30 Carruth Street. 


25 Carruth Street was built in 1888 for George G. Quincy, of Willard and Quincy , a Boston "fancy goods" store. 
Designed by Allen and Kenway, this firm's work was called by Bainbridge Bunting in the Houses of Boston's Back 
Bay, "the most consistent exponent of the Romanesque tradition in the Back Bay." Allen and Kenway's penchant for 
Synan arches, a hallmark of The Richardsonian Romanesque style is apparent at 25 Carruth street. During the early 
20th century, this house was owned by G. Phillip Wardner who was a Harvard College graduate, State street lawyer 
and teacher at the Boston University Law School. He was admitted to practice before the United States Supreme 
Court. Additionally, Wardner was president of the Ashmont Improvement Association and was the highest lay officer 
of All Saints'. The Wardners are said to have decorated 25 Carruth street in a splendid manner with furnishings by 
A.H. Davenport. By 1933, Harold R. Bonoghue lived here. 


26 Carruth Street was built in 1894 for Frank Percival, a Boston investment manager whose family resided here 
for nearly half-a -century. This house represents the work of Willard M. Bacon who studied architecture in the office 
of Sturgis and Bigham and lived in Winthrop, MA. from 1887 until his death in 1947. He was responsible for all of 
Winthrop's Municipal buildings including its Italian Renaissance Revival Library (1898) , Winthrop Center Fire 
Station (1898) and Winthrop Town Hall (1928). Bacon is said to have been a prolific designer of suburban 
residences in Jamaica Plain and Allston as well as Winthrop. 


27 Carruth Street 's land was part of the multi- lot tract owned by Robert Murray during the 1880s. Built 
between 1885 and 1888, its first owners were Sarah J. and Robert A. Barnet of Bates and Barnet, merchandise 
brokers of Central Wharf, Boston. In addition to being a businessman, Bamet was also a talented composer and 
playwrite. His work was much admired in the turn-of -the- century Boston theatre world. Like so many other 

| Carruth's Hill homeowners, Barnet was active in the affairs of All Saints', serving on the finance committtee for the 
erection of the present church. The second owners were Thomas and Mary Houghton who abandoned the 
deteriorating South End for the "garden suburb" charms of Carruth Street. By the 1930s, this house's occupants 
included William A. Boudrot, mailing department employee and Mrs. Spencer Marie Houghton, vocal teacher. The 

| Boudrots had the distinction of being the first Roman Catholic family to live on upper Carruth Street. 


MsOy VaommRs 


WORE. JADHOTEN 27S ae 
, choy / uae? OME Wet 


| vias Vbodns We iitoaga> tata (hsqor? 
ny 


ee ee ee ae 


waled haudunie gree 27 Aviiae moc! yrolmevn oo msti fame SiR 
ieuniides ovilewar lesFw? 
1 ORT at Del SEL ae er Rn bos neil yd boro tomy dol ove 6 lo he) no tive 2ew_ oe deerme) 


‘“ feapried’7794 & eet bpIONe , ASF «i moe syed OO lestiend oul \ Medea ve benwoyiial 
SP: yd Gi Se0T bra haay ae Fini: }& 2h Tea sonannied! fall od) bo sorte 3M poe we eB | 
( Pia Ain a HeurAT cee oceans arena andl! lo tootivivm ont" eT hnnile een! eu! os ani oo’ CRD aii 


ar 
“antnuod onesie jad Wit’ itt 


| rm ; 
aT wort sac poe nha mare he ans ang seerl: tHe 00.000.82 - oath (RRL oft FO mor siate ro 
Lamos0 yd honwo ga REM Y8 sobs lo cyst lo sued CBRE 940120 271) a1 badeiiduq saving 
notlwohels 6 26 seethag eal mi humute r9n4 ‘Oaisong 2907 Bh wnMHO saw 0 io Tmueee bes nhesn 
doo? dir OL lo mnwe baodes SAP fouport 7 dohsbart ye ban 


5 ool 
i hm en 


290% “ehoow vont 
Rong e’aoKc8 Tee 
Lat Mase oer # ye ene 

(iis ot once Aye 
1y4ied love BARTS alk 


fi, Form? bos nahi’ to yoni 2-ampee® mo) 0481 ni stud bew feet 
iv a? Rertnol 22) richie yd bolle: eae gun? eit) .vewnest bas re 
PAA "88 doed of nl noitiben  ) lo neeogks Inalerar 
atham.t CS. is sow.qqe #) Slyte super HM apices: toi of T Yo 
WMG ayollOD Ineviekl «mew odw rob @iidd .D vd Lonwe aw 
Soar gayle A ot oy lod sonore of hattimba raw B walt vee 
woe vol Rots nig beetoitanivoee A tacen wernt Inoseer st ¢ ea ie I mee 
v¢ teeter! rp fovcugane bibrro 2 & ni fects Aun Of Seba a ui 
nen 


and iieri-oved ROR & 1 
| a OTUs GER Crier aerott M trwsll Wor ate 

wo Tie Pe phe tins sw at sient mi siteob sted lite 88! sone 
th nay . (eA) spirit lev vost sonnei 

| fabs cane cutee at _ 


PON | is - We pod 
' : pl - : i 


ere. 
‘oP 


- {oy 


i “es 


_— 


> 


eels 


o 
iy 


INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Pore esTer EA- 


Property Name: Carruth St / Peabody Sq 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which 1s being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


One of the great glones of Carruth street in terms of sophisticated Colonial Revival design is 30 Carruth Street. 

In 1884, this house's land was owned by the heirs of Nathan Carruth. By 1894, its lot was owned by Frank D. 
Fairbanks. Built in 1896 by W.J. Hatch from designs provided by Joseph Greene, its first owner was Arthur J. 
Conner of Conner and Company , Medicines, 24 India Wharf. It was completed at a cost of $10,000.00. During the 
early 20th century it was owned by Fred P. Jacques, owner of the Ashmont Market. By 1933, it was the residence of 
Robert H. Swan, accountant. 


33 Carruth Street was built in 1&87 from designs provided by George Young. It was built for prosperous Boston 
businessman G.L. T. Stedman of Stedmen and Kellog on Congress Street. During the Depression-era it was owned 
by Susan R. Hess, widow of Fredenck Hess. 


34 Carruth Street was built ca. 1&85 for banker and broker John B. Stowell. During the early 20th century it was 
owned by Joseph Rankin, treasurer « the International Leather Company.This house's architect has not yet been 
identified. 


The much-altered Fleming House at 39 Carruth Street was designed by A. Warren Gould in 1893 . A Boston 
architect, Gould was responsible for the design of the Dorchester Woman's Club at 40 Centre Street (1892) in the 
Codman Square area. Later on in the 18%0's, he settled in the Pacific Northwest and is said to have been the first 
architect in the United States to extensivety use reinforced concrete. 


41 Carruth Street, as noted earlier was the site of the Dix-Humphrey-Mitchell House of 1872-1873. The current 
house was built after the first house was moved to 80 Van Winkle Street in 1897. 41 Carruth Street was built the 
following year from designs provided by H.A. Black. Its original owner , Alexander Stromache, followed the well- 
worn path from residing in the South End to relocating in Ashmont. He was the superintendant of the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company. 


Fairfax Street is one of Carruth's Hill’s streets that benefitted directly from the planning involvement and aesthetic 
sensibilities of Herbert Carruth. This street is said to have been named by Carruth for the George Washington- 
associated Fairfax family of Virginia Fairfax Street was originally composed of two segments. The first "leg" of this 
street extended only as far as 9 Fairfax Street and then tumed northward one short block , terminating at Beaumont 
Street. During the 1930s, Westmoreland Street was cut through from Adams Street directly connecting with Fairfax 
Street. Carruth's original intention for Farrfax was evidently to create a "near cul-de sac" with a distinct "British 
village -like" sensibility. Douglas Shand Tucci compares Fairfax Street to Bedford Park in England, which he calls 
"an apparition of a little red town made up of the quaintest Queen Anne houses". Indeed, Fairfax Street is lined with 
Queen Anne bnick and wooden houses designed by British-born architect W. Whitney Lewis. Trained at M.I. T. and 
the Boston office of Cummings and Sears in the 1870's, Lewis set up his own practice in 1875. Although he 
developed a national following, Lewis, according to Richard Herndon in Boston of Today is best known for his 
"elaborate houses in Boston, Lowell. Long Beach, Philadelphia and Manchester-by -the-sea." According to Douglass 
Shand Tucci, Lewis designed no less than twenty-three houses Back Bay houses; including nine on Commonwealth 
Avenue (continued). 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DORCHESTER cA 


Property Name: Carruth St. /Peabody Sq. 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Lombard Street was originally part of Bushnell Street. It was built up with residences that although almost as 
orate as those of Carruth , Beaumont and Fairfax were of a smaller scale.Built in 1888 as a kind of clubhouse for the 
residents of Ashmont, 1 Lombard Street 's desi gn has been attributed to Edwin J. Lewis, Jr.. Known as 
Ashmont Hall, this bungalow-type building housed “elegant social evenings", children's dancing classes, a 
neighborhood kindergarten and a private school program. Beginning c. 1894, it was utilized as the Ashmont 
Universalist Church. (Further research is needed to determine when it became a private residence). 7 Lombard 
Street was built in 1886 for Abraham T. Smith, teacher at the Hugh O'Bnen School. He lived here until at least 
1933. 12 Lombard Street was built ca.early 1890's for businessman Abijah Woodward.By the early 1930s, 
Edward P. Comins, accountant, owned this property. 


Built ca. 1885-93, 11 Shenandoah Street illustrates the geographic extent of Herbert S. Carruth's investment 
properties . Carruth's houses were not all concentrated along Carruth, Beaumont and Fairfax Streets but extended into 
the southwestern comer of this area. In 1884, its lot was part of a 220,000 square foot tract owned by Mozart A. 

_ King,late 19th century King Square, Dorchester, stable owner. This tract was bounded by Weyonoke, Wessex, both 

_ sides of Shenandoah and Carruth Streets. During the 1880's, the only structure on this tract was a small wooden 
building adjacent to Carruth Street labeled "ice house". The 1894 Atlas shows a small park with an X-shaped path 

_ configuration at the center of this tract, extending between Weyonoke and Shenandoah . Unfortunately, this park was 
_ later built-up with modern houses and represents another alteration to Carruth's ori ginal plan. By 1894, Herbert S. 

_ Carruth owned 11 Shenandoah Street. Charles J. Taylorowned this property in 1898. By the early 1930s, Joseph E. 
_ O'Brien, bookkeeper owned this house. 


_ Having considered the residential development of the western slope of Carruth's Hill, it is time to turn to the history 

_ of the adjacent Peabody Square. Peabody Square is the intersection of Dorchester Avenue, Talbot Avenue and 

_ Ashmont Street. It was laid out and named by the Boston City Council on November 20, 1893 in honor of Colonel 

_ Oliver W. Peabody, a founder in the investment firm of Kidder, Peabody and Company and a major benefactor of All 
_ Saints' Episcopal Church. Over time it became the village center for the residential developments on Carruth's Hill 

_ and Ashmont or Welles Hill as it was called in the 19th century. In addition to commuter rail road station dating from 
_ 1870-1894 and 1894-1928 (both demolished), the nucleus of the square consisted of a market, hotel, hall and stable. 


The oldest building at Peabody Square is the O'Brien's Market Building at 1913-1911 Dorchester 
Avenue. Built in 1884, it originally housed the provisions dealership of Messrs. Jacques and Griffin. The original 
_ proprietors lived above their market in two 4-room suites. Jaques later moved to 30 Carruth Street. George 
OBrien started out as a clerk in this store in 1895, later succeeding to the ownership of this business. This red brick 
_and clapboard Queen Anne building was desi gned by the noted Boston architect W. Whitney Lewis. Douglas Shand 
Tucci notes that O'Brien's Market is “worthy of comparison with the better-known S.S. Pierce block at Coolidge 
Corner in Brookline, Greater Boston's other splendid late 19th century market building." 


Situated on Peabody Square, at the northwest comer of Dorchester Avenue and Ashmont Street. is a condominium 

| complex compnsed of the Hotel Argyle, the Ashmont Block anda stable in between. The Hotel Argyle at 
174 Ashmont Street and 569-573 Talbot Avenue was built in 1888-1892. Attributed to W. Whitney Lewis, 
the Hotel Argyle , this apartment hotel was erected by prominent Boston lawyer and Ashmont resident Charles 
Kittredge (continued). 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINU ON SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
VPeoRMcreEsTerR | EA 


Property Name: Carruth St / Peabody Square 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


It should also be noted that at the end of Fairfax Street's first segment was a path that lead through a wooded area to 
the Fairfax Club Stables (demolished). Designed by W. Whitney Lewis, the carnage entrance opened onto Minot 
Street. These stables represented Carruth's then- radical solution to keep this practical, but odiforous necessity of 
suburban living out of the range of upscale housing. Also situated in the stables' area were green houses which 
supplied the lawns of Carruth 's development with exotic flowers and palms that appear in photographs of these 
properties in the 1890s. 


1 Fairfax Street is one of several houses on this street designed by W. Whitney Lewis. It was built for Mabel K. 
and Frank Fairbanks of Collins and Fairbanks, Boston hatters. During the early -20th -century, this house was 
owned by C.O.L. Dillaway, president of the Mechanics Trust Company of Boston. By the early 1930s, Frederick M. 
Dnisko, "coml trav." owned this house. 


Built ca. 1887, 3 Fairfax Street, the William Grueby House was built as an investment property for Herbert 
Carruth who retained ownership of this house until the late 1890's. This house was the residence of William 
Grueby, a dominant figure in the history of the American Arts and Crafts movement and a designer of international 
stature. Especially well known for his architectural tile work, examples of his work are in the collections of the 
Metropolitan Museum in New York and the Boston Museum of Fine Arts .Grueby lived here from the late 1890s until 
he sold it to George W. Boland, lawyer, during the mid 1920's. Within 3 Fairfax, Grueby tiles are said to cover a 
bathroom floor, while a border of his famous matte green glazed tiles are reported to encircle a copper bath tub. 
Grueby tiles were also utilzed as the pavement for the Lady chapel at All Saints' Ashmont Church. 


4 Fairfax Street is another W. Whitney-Lewis-designed house which was built in 1889. Its first owner was 
Charles Hight Conant, vice president of Curtis, Hatch and Conant, State Street insurance brokers. 


$ Fairfax Street was built ca.late 1880's for Emelyn W. and Frederick Pope, Bostonn jeweler. Together with 26 
Carruth street, this is the only example of Willard M. Bacon's work on Carruth's Hill. The Pope's owned this 
property for over forty years; a fairly typical ownership time- frame by one family , reflecting the stability of the area 
overtime. 


6 Fairfax Street dates toca. 1885 and may represent a W. Whitney Lewis design. Its original owner was B. F. 
Lamb of the State Street -based B.F. Lamb Lumber Company. 


7 Fairfax Street was built ca. late 1880's for Lizzie M. and H. Dana Hutchinson of the William and Stearns Co., 
Boston. By the early 1930s , the Hutchinson's are listed as living at Portage Lake, Maine in addition to living at this 
address. 


13 Fairfax Street, the Shingle Style residence described by Tucci as “this mountainous house" marks the 
southeastern comer of this area. Looming over the intersection of Fairfax, Westmoreland and "Little Fairfax Street", 
this house was also designed by W. Whitney Lewis. Built in 1888, its original owner was George Andrew of 
Andrew and Sons, Boston wood engravers. By 1894, this house was owned by Anna and August C. Davies, a well 
known Boston clothier. By the early 1930s, John W. Donahue, mariner, lived here. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 
DoreeHEe ster 


Property Name: Carruth Street/Peabody Sq. | 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


During the 1890s, the commercial first floor of the Hote! Argyle contained Greene's Pharmacy, Miss C.E. 
Weymouth Dry and Fancy Goods, the consulting roms of C. Herman Miller, M.D. and the office of real estate ard 
insurance agent Frederick Burleigh. For many years. the pharmicist, W.F. Greene and Dr. Miller, lived in the 
Argyle's apartments. 


The Argyle also had a red brick stable adjoining and behind this apartment hotel that was remodeled into a car bim 
in 1910 by the Boston architects Gay and Proctor. 


The Ashmont Block at 164 Ashmont Street which is part of the present condominium complex was designe 
by a local architect H.M.Wallis. This building orginally contained club rooms and a large second floor hall that « es 
the meeting place of groups such as the Dorchester United Improvement Council and the Ladies Social Club of 
Ashmont. Stull extant from this building's club house years is a wide oak interior staircase. 


The Ashmont Fire Station at 1890 Dorchester Avenue , an important landmark on the east side of Peaboc. 
Square, was built in 1895 from designs provided by Edmund Marsh Wheelwnght. He was the architect of such 
buildings as the Boston Opera House, Horticultural Hall, the Longfellow Bridge and the Harvard Lampoon buildin: 
in Cambridge. Prior to its construction, its land had been part of the Augustus Meisel house lot. By the early 1930s it 
was called Fire Engine 46. 


On the south side of Peabody Square is All Saints' Episcopal Church (1891-94) at 211 Ashmont Street. 
All Saints' began in 1867 on Dorchester Avenue at Dorchester Lower Mills. In 1871, a larger wooden structure wes 
built on Dorchester Avenue opposite Baily Street, just south of Peabody Square. In 1879, a chance visit to this 
chapel by the wealthy Mary and Colonel Oliver Peabody's marked the beginning of their extraordinary patronage of 
All Saints’. After exemplary service in the Union Army dunng the Civil War, Colonel Peabody (1834-1896 ) becam< 
one of the leading investment bankers in the United States. A founder of Kidder Peabody, a major American 
investment bank in 1865, Colonel Peabody married Marv Lothrop, daughter of Samuel Kirkland Lothrop, Boston's 
leading Unitarian minister. 


Devastated by the death of their only child, Amelia , in 1866, the Peabodys found in the Reverend George Bennit of 
All Saints' someone who had suffered a loss similar to their own. The Peabodys helped the church become debt free 
with a gift of $20,000 in 1893 and financed a significant percentage of the construction costs of the magnificent stone 
All Saints' Episcopal Church when it was built in 1891-94. Mary Peabody later bequeathed a fortune to the church 
estimated at five million dollars in today's money. All Saints' became the ideal centerpice not only for Peabody 
Square but for the nearby English village-like residenual quarters of Carruth's Hill and Ashmont Hill, as well. 


All Saints' was the first church designed by Amenca's preeminent church architect Ralph Adams Cram , and by h:s 
then partner, Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue, a nationally important architect in his own nght. Douglass Shand Tucc1 
notes that " Cram's work nurtured a school of architects and artist collaborators, often called the Boston Gothicists. 
work now seen increasingly by scholars as marking the more traditional end of the spectrum of the Arts and Crafts 
movement of that era." By the late 1890's the design of All Saints' was attracting attention throughout the country an: 
after 1900 even abroad. Tucci has declared All Saints’ comparable to Pugin's House of Lords in London as a Gothic 
Revival landmark and has pronounced its chancel “one of the finest Gothic Revival intenors in the world." All Saints 
remains a leading center of the conservative High Church tradition in America and is histoncally , one of only two 
parishes of this persuasion in the distinctly Low Church Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINU N_ SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Sceretary, Boston 


Community: 
DORCHESTER 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Ralph Adams Cram, newspaper art critic, essayist, lecturer, although disdained by proponents of Classicism 
espoused by the Ecole des Beaux Arts, neverthelss, had a profound impact on the architecture of the first haif of the 
20th century. Cram and Goodhue 's reputation was greatly elevated by their winning the competition to des?gn the 
American Military Academy at West Point in 1903. After All Saints', Cram went on to design well over fift. churches 
and numerous collegiate buildings and in some instances the design of whole campuses. His designs may be seen at 
Princeton, Wellesley, Notre Dame , Rollins College and Rice University. He was also a scholar in Japanese art and a 
member of the visiting committee of the Japanese collection at the Museum of Fine Arts Boston. 


Also on the southside of Peabody Square, at 197 Ashmont Street is The Peabody. Built in 1896-97 from 
designs provided by Edwin J. Lewis Jr., this apartment consists of four connected brick three-deckers with servants' 
quarters under the roof. This apartment building was onginally owned by Colonel Oliver Peabody, the greai 
benefactor of All Saints'. The Peabody has the unique distinction of being the prototype for the Tudor apartment 
building with recessed court yard that was popular during the first two decades of the 20th- century. The first floor 
was designed to accomadate doctors offices. Dr. Miller, for example, a tenant of the Hotel Argyle across the street 
moved into The Peabody in 1899. By 1933, The Peabody contained the offices of Joseph H. Kelly, physician as 
well as three dentists: Drs. William F. Donahue, Robert M. Miller and Benjamin P. Claffey. Each apartment had 2 
working fireplace and fine woodwork. The Peabody's architect, Edwin J. Lewis Jr. was M. I.T.-educated and started 
out in the office of Peabody and Stearns. Lewis' important work within the Commonwealth includes The Dearborm 
School, Roxbury, The Danielson Library in Brimfield, the Dedham Historical Society and All Souls’, Braintree. 
Lewis was also responsible for several substantial suburban houses on Ashmont and Carruth's Hills. He eventually 
acquired a national following designing upwards of thirty five churches. 


Finally, Peabody Park, the triangular green space in the center of Peabody Square, was a gift from Colonel 
Oliver Peabody to the City of Boston in 1893. In 1911, the City of Boston, endowed Peabody Park with a 
Howard Clock designed by the well known architect William D. Austin and made by the E. Howard Clock 
Company. Originally, this open green was graced by a large granite horse trough. 


In 1928, the railroad stopped running through Peabody Square and the present MBTA Ashmont Red Line was 
erected on the site of the 1870 and 1894 stations. The 1894 Ashmont Railway Station is said to have been built from 
H. H. Richardson's designs. ( Although Richardson died in 1886 a number of his works were brought to fruition by 
his successor firm, Shepley , Bulfinch, Richardson and Coolidge). The Red Line is an electrification of the histonc 
}Old Colony Railroad line. In 1946, "The Englewood", a late Art Deco diner constructed in 1938 was moved i 
the north side of Peabody Square from parts unknown, enlivening this architecturally undistinguished edge of the 
square. This diner dissapeared in the 1980's to make way for the modern, red brick Englewood Apartments. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 


USGS (Quad Areca Letter Form Numbers in Area 


Massachusctts Historical Commission 6a uTH 
80 Boylston Sturcct 


Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Photograph 

(3° x 3° or 3-1/2" x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
10 continuation sheets. 


roll “ os 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
lion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Town Boston, Massachusctts 
Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 


Name of Arca Ashmont Hill 


Present Use residential 


Construction Dates or Period c.1870-1915 


Overall Condition £00d 


Major Intrusions and Alterations 


Acreage 40 acres 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/vear) Apmil, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCIIITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x} see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
Few ncighborhoods in Dorchester, and for that matter in Boston, can match Ashmont Hill for shecr number. 
of substantial, well- crafted, well -designed and well-presencd late - 19th- century residences. Street after street 
in this residential quarter west of Peabody Square 1s bordered by wood frame, mostly single- family residences 
noteworthy for their onginality and/or exuberance of design. quality craftsmanship, surviving stables on 
sull-amplc lots, ctc.Exccptonal examples of the Itahanate Mansard,Suck ,Shingle, Qucen Anne and Colonial 
Revival stvics (as well as hybnds of these popular late- Victonan architectural modes) appear at every tum. 
Ashmont Hill encompasses a 40) acre area of clevated terrain bounded for the purposes of this survey by Talbot 
Avenuc on the cast, Ashmont Strect on the south, Washington Street on the west and Brent Street on the north. 
So varicd are the housing forms and surface treatments, that itis difficult to make generalizations about the 
housing stock of most strects, except to say that these houses are for the most part substantial, constructed of 
wood and characterized by complexity of form. Manv of these houses possess “cutuing edge" designs provided 
by important local architects of the late 19th centun including Edwin J. Lewis, Jr. and Harnson Henry 
Atwood. 


The area's topography and street pattern reinforce its cohesiveness and visual appeal. Sited, as the name 
applies, on a gently sloping hill whose crest is along Ocean Street at the head of Roslin, many of the area's 
houses have views of Dorchester Bay and points west, north and south. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuanon sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

Ashmont Hill was part of the 17th century "Great Lots", an area that was bounded on the north by Field's Comer, 
on the east by Adams Street, on the south by Lower Mills and on the west by Washington Street. Ashmont was 
named for a Neponset Indian who was kinsman to Chickataubut, Sachem of the Neponset Indians The land was 
fertile and farmed for centuries, with little development occurning until after the Revolution. For many years there 
were only two houses within the Great Lotts area: the Pierce House on Oak Avenue and the Minot House (no 
longer extant) on Chickatawbut Street. During the first two centuries of Dorchester's history the focus of 
community life was Pleasant Street and vicinity; by the 1670s, settlement spread to Meeting House Hill in 
northern Dorchester. 


The name "Ashmont" actually applies to two distinct sections bisected by Dorchester Avenue/Peabody Square. 
Ashmont Hill is the neighborhood to the west of Peabody Square while Ashmont (Carruth 's Hill) is located to the 
east. After 1870, both neighborhoods were built up as "railroad suburbs" with some of Dorchester's most stylish 
and substantial residences. The work of important architects is represented in this area, including houses designed 
by Harrison Henry Atwood, John A. Fox , Arthur H. Vinal and Samuel D. Kelley. During the 1880s and 1890s, 
Ashmont became home to the families of financially secure professional.Additionally, Ashmont Hill's rustic 
charms attracted and inspired creative individuals, evolving into something of a genteel artists' colony . Painters 
Edward Tarbell and Frank Henry Shapleigh along with photographer Chansonetta Stanley Emmons are associated 
with 24 Alban Street, 16 Harley Street and 22 Harley Street, respectively. Sadly, 39 Ashmont Street, 
the home of Ashmont Hill's most famous residents, Mayor John “Honey Fitz" Fitzgerald and his daughter Rose 
Fitzgerald Kennedy was demolished dunng the late 1930s. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES’ [_] see continuation sheet 


Dorchester Maps/A tlases-1830,1850,1874,1884,1894,1898.1910, 1918.1933 

_ Boston Directonies- 1874-1933 

Boston Landmarks Commission, Ashmont Hill Study Report, 1978, BLC files 
Sammarco,Anthony M., “The evolution of Ashmont, a “viable and attractive" distnct", 12/6/1991; “Rose 
Kennedy, 102: a life for family, community and country”. 7/24/1992 
Tucci, Douglass Shand, Ashmont, An Historical Guide te Peabady Square, Carruth's Hill and Ashmont Hill, 
The Dorchester Historical Society, 1992 


Tucci, D.S., Builtin Boston, City and Suburb, 197& 


[] Recommended as a National Register Distnet. If checked, vou must attach a completed National Register 
Critena Statement Fomn. 7192 
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Community: 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Nor cn lsT ex. 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


| Property Name: Ashmont Hill 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is be:ag oonunaued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


The arca's major intenor strects are Alban. Ocear. anc Welles. Of these, Welles is the widest and the only through 
Strect in the neighborhood; all but one of the remaining shorer streets run into cach other to form T intersections. 
This strect pattern lends a sense « self-containment amc \isua! interest to the district, both by reducing through auto 
traffic and by containing vistas and providing views cé houses at the head of streets. 


The size of house lots in the area ranges from 3.(W0 scuzre feet to over 20,000 square feet with most of the largest 
lots along the major streets of Alban, Ocean and Welles. and to a lesser degree, on Roslin and Harley--the first streets 
to be laid out in the distnct during the early 187(s. The later streets-- Grace, Montague, Mellen, Waldorf and Brent 
--tend to have smaller houses on narrower lots. 


Setbacks likewise are greater on the major streets :par—v due t> early deed restrictions), where they range from less 
than ten to over 50 feet, and average about 25 feet Setbacks on remaining streets average about 10 feet. Although 
there is little public open space in the area , the generous setbacks and mature trees that line most of the area's streets 
lend a sense of openness and a “suburban * ambience. The great majority of this area's buildings are in a good to 
excellent state of repair. 


Moving from north to south in this area, Brent Street ‘s streetscapes are much more densely built-up than 
elsewhere in this area and its housing forms are n4 as complex as that of streets a few blocks to the south. If any 
one building type is typical of Brent Street , it is the rectangular, 2.5 story , gable roof,shingle- clad Queen Anne 
house. Their 2 and 3-bay main facades are distinguished by gable topped polygonal bays which project from both 
comers. A particularly noteworthy exception to this rude is the Queen Anne residence at 47 Brent Street. 

This house has an irregular form, three story, pyramidal capped comer tower and street- facing gable with unusual 
pedimented and curved oriel whose window's diamond shaped upper sash echo the diamond shaped shingles of the 
attic. . 


Continuing southward, Welles Avenue, posseses 2 smz2_] but choice collection of Italianate/Mansard 1.5 story 
residences whose formal massing and stylish surface teztments belie the modest , cottage scale of these houses. 
Particularly noteworthy are the mirror image houses at 48 and 52 Welles Avenue. Here, each house exhibits a 
center entrance flanked by a flat window bay and 2a oc<agonal bay which is carried through the roof line as a tripartite 
dormer. These L-shaped houses feature wide comer boards, Gouble doors set within segmental arches and 

Straight -sided hip-on- mansard roofs which retain their ongina! slate shingles.#48 Welles Avenue retains its original 
front porch .62 Welles Avenue is noteworthy for 1 towered center pavillion with open front porch and bell- cast 
mansard roof cap. Essentially cross-shaped in form, th:s house is surmounted by a bell cast hip-on-mansard roof. Its 
|dormers are set deeply into the roof and exhibit pedimeated enraments. 


16 Harley Street appears on the 1874 Bromley Auzs as part of the George D. Welles estate. Together with its 
adjacent stable and ample side yard this house provides 2 g:impse of Ashmont Hill before the intensive building boom 
of the 1880's and 90's. This L-shaped, cottage- scale house exhibits a full length front porch, center entrance, 
polygonal bays with dentillated comices and slate shing!e-covered, straight- sided mansard roof components . Next 
door at 22 Harley Street isa full blown Queen Anne Colonial Revival house with a highly irregular form 
complete with two story corer tower which is missing its conkal roof cap shown in old photographs. The front and 
smaller second floor porches are set within broad segmenta] arches. The main facade's dormer projects from the 
gable roof's slope, exhibiting a well rendered Palladiar window. 
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NV O U ON SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Sccretary, Boston 


Property Name: Ashmont Hill 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Ashmont Street, thc southern most strect in this arca, represents a tale of two diferent types of streetscapes. 

6 to 100 and 3 to 51 Ashmont Street cncompass pnmanly Queen Anne 2-day .tarec pile front gable 
residences which stand close together on some of the smallest lots in this area. Interrupting the rythmic repition of 
front gable houses are the three story, polygonal towers with pyramidal roof caps that project from the north caster 
and northwestern corners of 21 and 23 Ashmont Street, respectively. 


The second type of Ashmont Street's streetscape is more akin to the thase of Ocean , Alban and Harley streets. 
From 121 to 153 (including 2 to 10 Burt Street) and 124 to 139 Ashmont Street, the houses are 
larger , more complexly massed, and in some cases more lavishly detailed than those bordering Ashmont Street we= 
of Ocean Street. These houses are situated on more ample lots and enjoy deeper setbacks from the street. 

145 Ashmont Street is a particularly fine example of a Georgian Revival 3-bav. two pile house which is enclose= 
by a hip roof with a trio of dormers; the center dormer is surmounted by a segmenta! -headed dormer and is flanked 
by pedimented dormers. At the center of the main facade is an elegant entrance porch with paired Ionic columns 
which supports an entablature and modillion block comice. Rising from the porch roof is a railing composed of well! 
-tumed balusters.Projecting on to this second floor porch is a polygonal onel. A two story polygonal dormer 
projects from the north east corner of the house. 


Ocean Street is a repository for residences with some of the highest quality designs on Ashmont Hill. 


42 Ocean Street, possibly designed by Henry J. Preston, is a well preserved Queen Anne house characterized by a 
graceful play of curving and angled lines. Set back facing a still-ample lawn its curved, encircling verandah and front 
gable face Ocean Street.Projecting from its gable is a shallow, double onel window .The center of its south facade 
features a three story bowed tower with archedwindows at the third storv. This tower is enclosed by a pyramidal root 
cap. Flanking the third story of the tower are small, gable roofed dormers with flared "skirts" of shingles beneath eac= 
window. Its edges are crisply accented by thin corer boards and its windows are sei off by louvered shutters. 


The Emma James House at 47 Ocean Street is the most oppulently omamenied Queen Anne house in the arez 
and, for that matter, in Dorchester. Its outstanding feature is the rich , flond high relief plaster detail which omaments 
panels of the second floor encompassing medallions, swags, swirling leaves and heraldic shield -like motifs. This 
large residence is characterized by a highly plastic form with bowed comers. angled bays overhanging porches and 
deeply recessed porches within the attic facades of the intersecting gable roofs. This house has a fine 
quartered-oak-paneled and spindle work interior. Still extant to the south of this house is the original carriage house. 
now adapted for reuse as residential units. 


60 Ocean Street ranks among the finest examples of the Shingle Style in the City of Baston. Indeed, Douglass 
|Shand Tucci calls it the best domestic work by Edwin J. Lewis Jr. Possessing an asymmetrical form, this house is 
covered with a skin of weathered shingles.Its main facade is dominated by an unusual. modified gambrel profile. 
Concerning this house, tucci notes that two things stand out : “ the back porch , which is a triumph of the Shingle 
Style in its boxy, sawtooth elegance, and the wonderfully concieved roof. where. having thrown up his usual huge, 
wo-story gambrel silhouette, Lewis then boldly cantilevered forward the volume formed by the upper slopes, which 
lolds to the plain of the main wall. The projecting upper volume is also given a “bell-cast” p:rofile of flaring eaves". 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Vorcneste EG 


Property Name: Ashmont Hill 


Indscatc cach item on inventory form which ts being continued below 


Architectural Description continued 


67/69 Ocean Street, overlooking the head of Roslin Street. is unique within this area as a double house dating to 
the mid-1870's.Combing stick style surface treatments with a steeply pitched. suraight-sided mansard roof , this 
U-shaped clapboard housc features charming corner porches and a pur of polygonal bays surmounted by double 
gambrel dormers on its principle facade. The porches exhibit square posts which nse from plinths and railings with 
punched and cut detail. Interspersed between the bays and the porches side walls are large X-shaped stick 
omamentation. Projecting from the side walls are square bays which possess main entrances on their Ocean Street 
walls and two bays on their north and south walls. The side walls extend two bays beyond the square bays. Beneath 
the comice is sawtooth fringe detail. Rising from the roof are substanual corbelled chimneys. Much of Ocean 
Street's charm is dependent on the prescence of this cottage scale double house. 


75 Ocean Street, although altered by the application of vinvl siding. represents an example of the domestic 
architecture of the major late 19th/early 20th century architect and pioneering Colonial Revivalist Arthur Little. 
Possessing an asymetrical form, this house's wide jerkinhead or truncated gable roof remains unaltered on the north 
front; also surviving is the triple gable profile on the south front. 


Lower Ocean Street is noteworthy for the memorable streetscape of Arthur Vinal-designed Queen Anne houses at 

103 Ocean Street (1889) and 107 Ocean Street (1890). Characterized by turrets, iron cresting, eyebrow 
windows and two - story polygonal bays these houses wooded are far less compact and omate than Arthur H. Vinal's 
own wooden, brick and stone -constructed home at 3S Melville Park (1882). 


Alban Street, the eastern -most north-south street in this neighborhood, like Ocean Street, is lined by an 
extraodinary progression of sophisticated and tasteful late Victorian era residences on spacious lots. More than any 
street in this area, mid-Alban Street conveys a wooded "country" atmosphere that perpetuates the landscape of the old 
Welles estate from which Ashmont Hills streets were carved. Alban Sueet covers part of the Welles estate's apple 
orchards and here and there there are said to be ancient apple wees that predate this family's mid-19th century 
ownership of Ashmont Hill. Listed below are just a few of the architecturaliv signifigant houses situated along Alban 
Sweet and the hill top above Tabot Avenue. 


12 Alban Street is one of the important examples of the work of Edwin J. Lewis on Ashmont Hill. It stands with 
Lewis" trademark massive gambrel facade facing the street. Covered with a skin of shingles, this house is as much a 
work of sculpture as it is architecture. It also speaks to the First Period New England architecture that was such an 
inspiration to architects designing in the Shingle Style. According to Tucci. “one of Lewis' chief sources of 
inspiration for its plain and unadomed shingled gambrel profile and overall informality of plan and mass was the 

| Seventeenth -century Fairbanks House in Dedham." This house undoubted!v reflects Lewis' antiquarian interests as 
he was active in the Dorchester Historical Society during the late 19th century. 


A handsome example of a Stick Style house, 44 Alban Street posseses an asvymmetniccal form sheathed with 
Clapboards and an overlay of vertical and horizontal boards. Its full length front porch features square posts, diagonal 
bracing and a center pediment with a modified king post. Projecting from near the southeast comer is a polygonal 
onel with pyramidal, finial-topped roof cap; in general the roof is charactensed by a complex configuration, enclosed 
as itis by a massive hip roof and steeply pitched mansardic cap at the northeast corer. 
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Vv 1 UATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: 


Property Name: Ashmont Hill 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which ts being continucd below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Behind the odd numbered houses of Alban Street, Ashmont Hill's eastern slope drops steeply dewn to Talbot 
Avenuc. 53 Alban Street 1s 4 wood shingle covered Queen Anne house with a highly irreguler form. Its main 
facade features a full length enclosed and parually open front porch with high shingle covered rz‘ings “hich short 
Tuscan columns (continued). 


The enclosed portion of the porch bulges out in a polygonal shape. Sull intact are the slate shingles of both the porch 
roof and main block's intersecting hip and gable roof.Above the porch are polygonal bays of unequal «idth.The 
broader of the two oriels is surmounted by a jerkin head gable and contains wavy pattem shingles. The narrower bay 
exhibits an ornamental checkerboard panel on its solid, center facade and is enclosed by a low p\-7amidzl roof 
cap.Projecting from near the center of the main facade's roof slope is a tall corbelled brick chimney. 


61 Alban Street was designed in 1888 by and for architect Harrison Henry Atwood. This is 2 Shingle Stvle house 

whose boxy, rectangular torm and low hip roof prophecieses bungalow forms of the early 20th century. Covered 

with a skin of shingles, this house exhibits a 2-bay main facade with a comer entrance porch enc!osed by large 

windows with multi -pane sash. The south wall exhibts a “parade of bay windows" noteworthy for their well crafted 

and colorful stained glass. Tucci points out "the brilliant way Atwood snuggled his carriage hous into the rear of his 

house--beautifully “built in" so as to be part of the house's foundation, where because of the hill’s steep descent the 
cellar becomes a full stor." The “built in" carriage house anticipates the automobile garage that would be 
commonplace by 1930. Projecting from this house's low hip roof ae double dormers atop the narrow facades and 
three dormers on each side slope. These dormers are enclosed by gable roofs with "visor-like" skirts that surmount 
the windows. 


The Colonial or Georgian Revival is less well represented in this area than the Queen Anne and Shingle stvle, 
although a stellar example of the the Georgian Revival style is located at 145 Ashmont Street. Dating to the 1890s, 
this house is a stately three-bay x three bay with a handsome columned entrance porch, hip roof ati chastely rendered 
dormer treatments. 


Ashmont Hill was substanualy built-up by the early 1900s and unlike most Dorchester neighborhoods, escaped the 
subdivision of ample house lots to accomadate two-family and three-decker house construction. 
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NVENTORY _F ONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Oftice of he Secretan, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Da LOEW £57E FR ES 


Property Name: Ashmont Hill 


Indicate esch item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


From the - 780s unl 1870, almost all of Ashmont Hill , representing the arca enclosed by Washington Succi. the rear 
lot lincs « Welles Avenuc, Dorchester Avenuc and Ashmont Strect , was a farm. The gambrel -roanted farm house, 
located on the site of the present library at the corner of Welles Avenue and Washington Street, was built sometime 
pnor to 1 S4. At that ume, it was known to have been occupied by General Henry Knox. who had brought the 
cannon from Fon Ticonderoga to forufy Dorchester Heights ten years before. 


By the cary 1%h century, the house was owned by a Mrs. Cobb, who rented it as a summer residence. 4 mong the 
people who rented the house was the statesman, Daniel Webster, who lived there in 1822. Sometime before FSU): 
the estate znd mansion came into the possession of the Honorable John Welles, who died in 1855. Following 2 
penod dur-ag which the estate was in possession of his heirs, it passed in 1870 to John Welles‘grandson Georze 
Derby Weles. Then 26 years old and living in Paris, Welles wasted no time in developing the property throus® his 
agent, Boson Attomey Edward Ingersoll Browne. George D. Welles eventually settled in a western suburban iown 
that was named Wellesley in his honor.After 1870, the old Webster-Welles house fell on hard times. being used as z 
"lager-beer garcen" which was hidden from view by "an unsightly board fence" . Regarded as “an unsi ghulv evesore 
by the people", this venerable farm house was torn down during the 1890s to accomadate the Henry L. Pierce 
School. ; 


In 1871, a street and lot subdivision plan was drawn -up. Alban, Ocean, Welles, Roslin, Harlev and Walton Steet 
Were set out, bordered by 6,000 square foot lots on what was then called Welles Hill.. Washington Street ‘s on gins 
are traceabz to the seventeenth century. Dating back to the tumpike development days of the Federal Period. 
Dorchester Avenue was set out in 1804. Ashmont Street was set out in 1849 at the behest of Nathan Carruth, inking 
Adams Steet with Washington Street. Between the early 1870s and World War I, Ashmont Hills streets were built-p 
with the homes of affluent businessmen, lawyers, physicians, architects and artists. The introduction of the railroad to 
Peabody Scuare in 1870, opened both Ashmont and Carruth's Hills to development as upscale ‘railroad subur=s”. 


Land sales 2egan in 1872, with early house lots tending to be much larger than 6,000 square foot lors shown iz 
Welles' plo: plan. Within two years, at least five large house lots had been sold and seven new houses built--three of 
them by Welles. These were prominently sited at the heads of Roslin, Harley, and Walton Streets, both to set the tone 
of the neighborhood and to stimulate development. The prime house lots at both corners of Ocean and Roslin, 2: the 
comer of Harley and Welles, and midway along the north side of Welles had all been purchased from Welles. Te 
earliest houses in Welles' development were built in the Italianate and Italianate/Mansard stvles: several of these early 
houses were of cottage scale. 


Evidently . 70 Roslin Street is the oldest house on Ashmont Hill. It was built in 1870 by Howard Houg=ton 
of the boot end shoe firm of Houghton and Hayward on downtown Federal Street. Dunng the 1880s. it was 
purchased t+ Dr.Henry S. Babbitt, a prominent Dorcherster physician. Dr. Babbitt sold it to Charles H. Belleceu, the 
Well-knowr builder and owner of the Hotel Belledeu on Mellen Street. Belledeu owned this house until ca. 19: By 
1933, a Wilzam J. Ogar owned this house. Dr. Babbitt built the large stable on this lot in 1890 and it was this 
structure thei doubtedless attracted Belledeu to this property. Belledeu was described ina contemporery source 2s * 
one of the most prominent horsemen in Boston" . 


Welles Avenue, is a repository for early Ashmont homes including the ca. 1875 mansard cottages at 48 and £2 
Welles Avenue. Early owners of these houses included Mary A. Brown at 48 and the Warten J. Whitney at 52. By 
lhe 1910s, Mary A. Brown is still listed at 48 while a Gertrude O'Leary owned 52. By 1933, Parker A. Smith end 
Frazier |. OLeary owned 48 and 52 Welles Avcnuc, respecuvely. 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Scerctary, Boston 


Community: 
De Rett] Ste IL 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Situated at the comer of Reslin and Harley Sturect (#25 Harley Street) is onc of Dorchester architect John A. 
Fox's masterpieces. Its the main (Harley Suect) is composed of three 2.5 story segments: a two-bay segment with 
encircling verandah and galte roofed dormer with Palladian window, a central segment with two story octagonal bay 
and jerkin head gable and a two bay hip roofed kitchen cll. These components are visually tied together by vertical 
and honzontal stick work over clapboards. This house represents a sophisticated blend of Queen Anne form, Stick 
Style surface treatments and an early (for pre 1885) hint of the Colonial Revival Style in the dormer's Palladian 
window. In recent years this house has been painted its original colors.Suill intact on this property is one of the 
largest late 19th century belvedere-topped barns in the neighborhood. 


27 Roslin Street (1915) at Montague Sweet is a boxy, rectangular 2-family house which is enclosed by a 

roof. Covered with stucco, 1ts design is reminicent of that of Baillie Scott, the British Arts and Crafts designer. This 
house has a bungalow porch with “pegged” construction unusual for the Boston area. It was designed by the notable 
Boston architect Charles Bngham of Bngham, Coveney and Bisby. This firm designed the First Church of 
ChnistScientist in the Back Bay in 1906 . Additonally, Bigham,in partnership with John Sturgis, was the architect of 
the Church of the Advent (late 1870s) on Beacon Hill. Charles Brigham was also the architect of the Gothic 
RevivalSt. Mark's Dorchester Avenue, which also dates to 1915. 


Situated at the head of Harley Street, 49 Roslin Street is part of Ashmont Hill's collection of early 1870s mansard 
roofed cottages.Essentially L-shaped in form, this house retains its straight-sided mansard roof which is so 
characteristic of the housing of this vintage on Ashmont Hill. 


62 Roslin Street is an exhuberant example of a towered Queen Anne house. This house is a boxy, 2-bay, two pile 
rectangular structure made assymmetrical by its three story tower with bell-shaped, finial topped roof cap. Particularly 
noteworthy is its front porch with tumed posts , spandrel brackets and center roof pediment which contains a fountain 
and |éafy curving vines carved in high relief. Picturesquely projecting from the east wall is a small porch with a wealth 
of well-turned spindle work Rising from the main facade's gable roof slope is a double dormer with typically Queen 
anne sunburst motf carved within the pediment 


Built in 1870, the Italianate house at 70 Roslin Street is one of the oldest, if not the oldest house on 
Ashmont Hill. This L-shaped, 2.5 story clapboard house encompasses a 3-bay , two pile main block with a real ell 
The main facade features a later full length Colonial Revival porch with Tuscan columns and tumed, Georgian Revival 
balusters. Opening on to the porch is a center entrance set within a bowed wall with curving beveled glass side lights. 
This house culminates in paneiled and bracketed frieze and side boards. The commice's frieze board at the center of the 
main facade is interrupted by 2 low pitched gable. The side walls exhibit more steeply- pitched, arch window -pierced 
gables. 


Running parallel to Roslin Suet, one block to the south , is Mellen Street. Mellen Street's Streetscape between 
Ocean and Waldorf Street (2-30 Mellen Street) represents one of the most diverse in the area in terms of 
residential housing types. Towered Queen Anne/ Colonial Revival double three deckers at 10/12 and 18/20 
Mellen Street, rub elbows with Queen Anne twin front gable and towered, intersecting hip and gable roofed sngle 
family houses at 6 and 14 Mellen Street, respectively. The Hotel Belledeu at 10/12 Mellen Street is 
particularly noteworthy for its main facade's three story comer polygonal bays which culminate pyramidal roof caps. 
These bays flank a two story front porch with monumental Tuscan columns. Beneath the deep roof caves are fascia 
and side boards which display remnants of swag and bell flower composite ornamentation. 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretan’. Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Dokcns st ee. E iS 


Property Name: Ashmont Hill 


Indicate cach item on invertors form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Providing a glimpse of Aszmont Hill when it was still rural is the the Reed - Loring House at 16 Harley 
Street. Dating to ca 1875, this house was built for Charles and Nellic Reed. Dunng the 1870s, Frank Ke-n 
Shaplcigh, a house guest ~ the Reeds immortalized 16 Harley Street in a painting . Shapleigh, the first of <- era! 
_ painters attracted to the natural beauty of Ashmont Hill , had recently returned from studying in France. In 1 S82. 
Charles Reed death necessitated his family's sale of 16 Harley to Stycphen L. Emer. a partner in W.H. arc S.L. 
Emery of Federal Street, coal and wood merchants. At some point in the 1890s, Mrs Reed and her daughter Ciara 
returned took up residence again in this house. Reputed to have been the "belle of Ashmont Hil!" during the “390s. 
Clara Reed took up permznent residence in this house by 1913, with her husband Royden Loring. He was vce 


president of the Amold ReDerts Company on Congress Street. Clara Reed Long lived here until the early :<~Us 
when she moved into a nucsing home. 


The “stick-work* house ai 67/69 Ocean Street has been attributed to Luther Bniggs, Jr. by Douglass Shz-d 
Tucci. Briggs was an architect and surveyor who was responsible for the street plan and 1850s and 1860s hrwses oF 
the Port Norfolk and Clam Point sections of Dorchester. Briggs was acquainted with Ashmont , having buili = 
mansion for railroad magnate Nathan Carruth atop Cartuth's Hill during the late 1840s. In 1863 he set out \‘civille 
Avenue and mav have beea responsible for the street pattern and construction of 1870s houses in Herbert S. Carmucth's 
Carruth 's Hill development As a double house dating from the earliest phase of a development of single fazv 
residences, 67/69 Ocean Sreet is a curious but charming anomaly. Originally owned by Ashmont Hill devel-oer 
George Derby Welles as a rental property it was later owned but not occupied by owners of neighboring housss, 
including George W. Reed (1880s and 90s), George A. Eastman (67) and Charles H. Belledeu (1900's and = 3s). 

At some point in the early 20th century , W_J. Clench, a well-known explorer and author who taught zoooloz at 
Harvard lived in one of these units. In 1926, he was appointed curator of mollusks at Harvard's Museum of 
Comparative Zoology. By 1933 these houses were occupied by Swedes- John W. Stenstrom (67) and Nfagr us 

Larson (69). 


maintain the proper residenual character of the nei ghborhood, all deeds were subject to restnctions. Ashmoni =: ll 


4 Alban Street has sign:ficant historical associations with the important American artist Edmund Tarbell 
1862-1938). Built during Ge mid-1880s from designs provided by Edwin J. Lewis, Jr., this was the house ~-2t 
arbell settled in after returring from Paris in 1886. For more than twenty vears, Tarbell lived on Alban Stre:: wh: = 
(the height of his remarkable career as an Impressionist painter. He studied at the Boston Museum School az: 
cademic Julien. Tarbell became known for his upper- middle -class genre scenes and portraits. After World “ar | =e 
oved to Washington D.C. where he painted portraits of presidents Wilson and Hoover. 
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VENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Screirn, Boston 


Community: 
DonrcuH SSTEK 


Property Name: Ashmont Hill 


Form No: 
ES 


Indicate cach :.em on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


53 Alban Street «as built in 1888 trom designs provided by Boston architect H. G. Waldin. It was built for 
Franklin Wymen, Gealer of hides and leather, 82 High Street; later. woul and sheepskins, 263 Summer Street. This 
house was bui:: on part of the orchard of the old Welles estate and was said yo have had 150 year old apple trees on 
this property “Aen it was first built Franklin Wyman, mamed the daughter of Gardner Asaph Churchill, a leading 
Boston pnnte; ¥ he lived across the suectin 44 Alban Street. 


60 Alban Street ‘architect undeterminned) was built in 1882-1883 for Augustus A. Nickerson. A descendant of 
Elder Brewste: who came over on the Mayflower, Nickerson was associated with F. Nickerson and Co., sailing and 
steamship owners and general merchants. Nickerson rose to become treasurer of the Boston and Savannah Stcamship 
Company in the 180s. He was also a leader in the ficld of public accounting. Dunng the early 20th century, 60 Alban 
Street was the =ome of Jeremiah Burke, a Maine native and graduate of Colby College who was architect of the 
Boston Public Schools from 1921] unul his death in 1931. The Jeremiah Burke High School on Washington Street in 
the Grove Hal! section of Dorchester was named in his honor. 


76 Alban Street was built ca 1884-1888, for Dr. Daniel Smith Lowell, Bowdoin College-educated physician, 
teacher and autor. Lowell was a master at Roxbury Latin School from 1884 to 1909 and then, from 1909 to 1921, 
its headmaster . Dunng the 1920s, this house was purchased by Dorchester boat -builder Howard Linnell and his wife 
Alice E Linnet who is listed at this address as a Chnstian Scientist during the 1930s. 


By the 1890s, ~shmont Hill was nnged by "streetcar suburb” development tnggered by the introduction of the electric 
tollev. Three-ceckers and two family residences were built in the residential areas south, west and , to a lesser 
extent, north of Ashmont Hill.During the 1930s there seems to have been a trend toward the “old families" selling 
their late Victo=an era houses.Further research may show that a number of these houses were subdivided into 
apartments, a tend evident in other upper middle class Dorchester neighborhoods. 
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220 Momsscy Boulevard Area Form No. 
Boston, MA 02125 


log gocAAINA | 
eect 


col is 


ae ome.2 so Arca Boundary e) Circled propertics -- 


Prepared June 17, 1995 See attached photographs 


= “ eal ae : 
= awh aA virmarst imum) = « WARRA VOW AUT RO MAC AMMA 
periee ” Dab Aperm Qe 0 sahyaihane] ) 


ees) orion -tmentoxnceal 


f 
| Ir 
Wy 

a 


= 


> be 
; i) oe - ~< 
a | 


s = “ a ‘tee cs 

Via eae BOI) Wine 

Ve he 
a 


Pal) epee 
r) Z a i ei POW uJ 


rf oe | tiem 


io 
FL eV — 


4 
4 ws 


re : 
4 yay 

‘ 
: 
7 


Anths AsdMonwt HIth 


MHC # Street Date Historic Name/ Bldg. Type Style, Materrals, Form 
ay : . 


| 


Pome Sc Stones ese OOD. i 
12-114 Alban St. a 

9-97 Alban St. | 

6-162 Ashmont St. _ ‘ ae OE AS ee Sea ae en 

| 

| 


EEDA ROS) i i ene ears ak | ORE Saray: 
NMOL BU SUM AMEN rerihiie occ ococoga onc caces eae ee Pet A Oa | 
:8 Grace St. 


wena www a ow wn erence neem cn ece anc nnncrns cers Mecwccennesernc wens socks san ses acne esac ease cs ese see cannes ene e cena cee ane ne ce nee nas conse acer ene cen ne ns eens ces sens ncncewnnnn sean nas cone ns cheers esenccsscccesccccacenmnccoccceccesscescescccnscceccencaacaacaa-] 


Seen ec wesc anh nase ns ccc peneccc cc nennccccceccc es ccs Me ceccenwencnne nn cos ng cc cc cee onc ccs senses come cena een enannns sone cecen sen seen anne nascar eran see ceacewscescacecssccesese nn we ce cence ces ccccc cscs enponcecccnnascescsccsscusccrcccacecewcesccecesccecccecccscccccecceses} 


2-54 Mellen St. 


ee alls Rilee = « Givum Sele¥ ab Oso nace eeKebeneneabenSaseseuech shanawe skgnvossece ys 55 on cnnsees os sects saseenssschnsececasecses sos enc thes sued sansbaserserSasunns Cumadeba eas ba scape en base seses eased acteaesescecssecesdssesssesdeucuccscesdcensacauccacéncducucsncacsacaus 


°15-55 Mellen St. 


ees Se Pee eee eee ee 


Malle oceanst. 0 (i Ct err ea | 


3-113 Ocean St. 


Seieiaiiteiaas detect EE ee en Se an 


: 4-70 Roslin St. 


aera hae hae aa tes ween ees Sen due oti phS ees aus 45S eUS RASS eel C19CERS Queenie pas conn en as esse cease Nen~esane ens sven ceusnanhisnasasassas subsea ascnnen asweds Saas acahes SB abs 56 S< edo sens scsi anseassW conc secnwaiaauakGbanass ena sencecucubousseus éanaesuncenteou 


: 3-53 Roslin St. 


eee ad Se oa ee ah oneal aah nadnien ase cen An aut ogee ewan Saaseu can nh Sab 659 HOF BSO69 24 1b teen bonne sassatcoesceseesse se adeno vedewsweenchbe sewssnacse edb aawencaquet sauatnnecsesesseuecenee sn ecnes Crcutsucsstassabacdsctssbnendbaueconnesatuandcaucaeccssceecceerseeeual 


: 439-451 Talbot ave. 


ewan a Rep i aES IE OSN Cun tence sine wansm net sdnccbbes cvuseneeerecsoneonneh sosessqueessness wasn aecauenss auc escncevsccncahce sat cones ncnesuapanesscenesacasanecese ceuctoneeees neces nad ak danascnedbanunceaensesvecceset satesecacesccrsecteesaucceccucecsucucuseteuucce 


3-7 Waldorf St. 


ne ew naw www wnenwens sms ch encencnscnsses pec scencenceencseenewnsqesn sere cassss messes senses ssneecee cece wenwaencenccrccceces esas cecccsec ccc ces cnssscchsccecesnccecncsecccccccactecscnesccceccececcvscacceceuccesceccoeseds 


awn ew eew nanan Ban nnn nen town nn a cccwen nnn screen nese es wesc eIMcw ncn ener nei nwcereccnen ne ccns cece sees Hse ce cence cong coc ccce ce ccen ccs coecce mec cc eset cece cect ens en cnn s nsec ene acne eee e erence ewe cece een este ccnncccenecccceren cocececcceccccccscecccacccececccecccecceccececes 


Soe menn sec ne Banna san n ca bencecen enon en es nsensncsnecwnccnnsns MEW ccreccers opececccoc ence cncnnee scar ecsceccenes sn cecen seen nce nrns cates ce secs ceec cen cess ceccc ese e serene s cane n sce cnc cccns cas ccecs co cecsbenccncccccecnccccccacccoccccnccccccccccececccccccccececcecececsces 


| |.114-74 Welles Aven ben RT aceite a ta ae 
25-81 Welles Ave. | | 


Joe en en en ne nnn nn ne ene neem ence enna eenene nen necenennss cnn ennsaes seen seen erersweneanas sen esen sce es se eeesessceee ene nng nes seeeeseer at are nen eneees sc nwe tense aren nerees nc en sce c cece e econ ence ne cn nn cece ence ccnccnecneeresccseccceccecscccccecccccescccccccceccccececacececees 


Set eeee we cnc ew nen cnc enn eh er ewecen cer nn nn sce aacescenenene access sweneenece cher wcsccceccccccscesen senses cece sccewaseces ee cas cec eens coe ne enter emcees ec ccee nec cn esc ee ewes cena snes n nee n anne es cece cece cee cbeccnccnccccccccceccccccccccccnqececccccccececcccccececcececenceccs! 


Sanne ene nnn en en mera nn nap een accra encore esccesecencewcescewsctseeeno news tap acnc an concerccsescse eres ser neces sccessetere eens cen steee cen ene nets nanan eee n scenes cnn scneen scene cnn en cc enn enn ce ns nc ecceneahecccnccccccsccescncccccccccccaceccccccccccccccncnccsnccencnceccees 


eae a teen ww enn w we nnn anna ream nw ser eeranenn sere scrnaserancenccssenansscnnecwcscacecew nese cen ans neces cen ccns scene nssbeste ces secessn wns es es cc seca cee rew ence wenn ewan wenn enema enn ese eee c ec eee cece ceed ee cecenecnenccecasecccccnccccecccccccccacencececcccccccececcecceccs 


ane eaewmeennans ena enen naz ernncccerancnn nae nsennnnnannnenanwn swans seen arena panenewenween anew eccen nas sen cena a cencanneswes ere ceesnwenernw eee scces ec cer sen aenes wenn nn cece cece cc ceae cece ee eee cnnceeap cececccesccecerecececcceccnccnccescccaccecenccccseccececcecacececes| 


Sat enn ennnnn enw es awrnesacnaccncensenscceecesenesssesnencnstweeesaewneccneanenecaneneeneeeneeeesacesecs ceca seen a pencenc emcee erenseesee sen canes cnesen tasers ces cesses caren cnn c rene anc ce eens concn scecnseeceessenccccceccnsccccecanceveccecccccececcecacscecccaccecececencs 


a 
a 

H 

; 

: 

H 


Se se eee eecen ere rannwecwegecaccsccsescnsc sen etees ees s an cennasn ae seeawnn scarp ac seseeee nen eretecer es cer wweeseres edema eenecesscenereccemesetseesencen cones seen cee ntne nena cannes esse ccen cc ns sens cc cee cp cececcncescescecacccseccccccececcccnccccccccnnccsccccceccocececcses 


eee ean nese wnae: serena ses neneescascssee sees eeensar een easnse sarees cnn esangnenssceaeens ase tees eesaetaccs anes sasabecseesee ene neaensetaensecnesaneeeeescccnenesccees cncce secon cceres cn cecen coccccecasterccccccscwccncncccetsccccacceccnscssavaccececeucace 


This list gives address ranges covered 
by the inventoried area. It is not a 
; building-by-building data sheet. See 
ii Sees Ree teces et. narrative and photos for building- 
specific information. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 


USGS Quad Arca Letter orm Numbers in Arca 


PH) @ 
Massachusetts Historical Commission ZN) -1ZE ear a ae 
80 Boylston Street 


Boston, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 
(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 


buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 


to continuation sheets. 


roll a 


)Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 

it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
ion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north, 


Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 


side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 


Town Boston , Massachusetts 
Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 


Name of Area Codman Sq. 


Present Use Commercial/Religious/ 
Residential 


Construction Dates or Period 1800- 1950's 


Overall Condition good 


——- __—_—————————————— 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Modern Health 


Center+prkng lot at 629-639 Washington St. 


Acreage 


Recorded By Ed Gordon 
Organization Boston Landmarks Comm 
Date (month/year) 1/1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
The Codman Square area, for the purposes of this survey, is essentially a T-shaped node of pnmanily, but by no 
means exclusively, commercial buildings. The northern portion of the distnct contains the actual Codman 
Square cross roads which includes Washington St. as well as segments of Talbot Avenue, Norfolk Street and 
Centre Street The linear southem portion borders Washington St., the main north-south artery in the area. The 
latter segments runs southward from Talbot Ave. to Welles and Torrey Sts., on the east and west sides of 
Washington St., respectively. At this wnting, the boundaries for a Codman Square distnct have been 
considerably expanded beyond those recommended by Candace Jenkins and Kathenne Kubie in 2 1979 NR 
form. The earlier study reccommended rather tight boundary lines drawn around the four major architecturally 
significant buildings at the Codman Sq. crossroads, including: The Second Church, Dorchester High School, 
Lithgow Building and the former Codman Square Branch Library. The present boundary lines are drawn with 
an eye toward including a dozen or so commercial structures that, while not on the same level of design 
excellence and quality craftmanship as the aforementioned landmarks, nevertheless visually constitute a node of 
buildings recognizable as an historically significant commercial center. These boundaries have also been 
expanded to include the architecturally significant Dorchester Temple Baptist Church at the southern end of the 
district.Additionally, this area extends eastward along Centre Street to include the Colonial Revival Dorchester 
Women's Club building at 40 Centre Street as well as substantial, well designed residences including #'s 
30,34,46 and 50 Centre St. Additionally, this area includes commercial /residential buildings bordering 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

Codman Square represents the geographical center of Dorchester. Originally called Baker's Comers , it was named 
Codman Square in 1848, in memory of the Rev. John Codman, the pastor of the Second Church from 1808-1847. 
Over the course of the nineteenth century Codman Square evolved from a rural center to a commercial and civic 
hub. The Codman Square area's development over time represents an excellent case study in the development of a 
commercial/religious/municipal center within an emerging Boston street car suburb. 


Dorchester,now a large neighborhood within Boston, was originally a separate town, formally incorporated by 
the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1630. Its original territory included present day South Boston and Hyde Park, 
but by 1868 assumed its present boundaries and in 1869, was annexed to Boston. Early settlement was 
concentrated in the northern section of town, around present day Everett Square and Meeting House Hill. 
Although the Codman Square area, which lay to the South, remained sparsely developed through the mid- 19th- 
century, there were a number of large farms located along Washington street. From the late 17th century, when 
major road patterns were established in the town to the present day, it has been an important crossroads. In 1654, 
the Upper Road, now Washington Street, was laid out by order of the Colonial Government to connect Roxbury 
to Braintree: by the end of the seventeenth century, Centre Street emerged at present day Codman Square as a 
connecting road between the two major north/south arteries- Washington Street and Adams Sueet Talbot Avenue, 
an additional secondary road, also crossed this intersection by the late 1880's. 


Codman Square was originally called Baker's Corners in honor of Dr. James Baker, the propnetor of a dry goods 
store . He was conducting business on the site of the present Lithgow Building at the comer of Talbot Ave. and 
Washington St. as early as 1765. Baker's Corners at the time of the American Revolution was sparsely settled 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES see continuation sheet 


Maps Atlases-1794, 1831,1850,1874, 1884, 1894, 1898,1910,1918,1933 

Boston Business Directories- 1870-1945 ; Boston Public Library Architects Files; City of Boston 
Bldg.Permits; N.R. Nomination, 1979 by Candace Jenkins (MHC) and Katherine Kubie (BLC) 
Dorchester Community News articles by A.S. Sammarco: 4/6/1990-Church Split, Commuter Line Spurred 
Growth in Codman Square; 6/28/1991-The Heart of Dorchester, 2/5/93 History: Dorchester's Seat of 
Government, Yesterday and Today. 

Warner, Sam Bass, The Streetcar Suburbs, 1973 


[] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7192 


yea Mia ait i 


7 fi ") va ) a E 
om | Tink ae iti Ce aane eH! MSIL ARES 
ey Weed a his hielo. | MOMANCAG J AUTOS TINDA? 


jellies’ ait dame rays My ‘vidoe heey ni Shots ca ubecomae #eN Gate lyrdioes? Scotus ior Sei 
cut ed ra Vinsmiy aT mc Woryertn-T & yviuiiimesd zi yore ail 1 eo Sabb af oot cou vice? ppmbeDodl 


dame.) leere ott See iii oc) to neifiod meinan ofT ageiile! comrimne> ovate ems: 
hue lovile dtoty,¢. ouneeA Wiel to 2icocngse 26 How a6 JG materia: VW! estilo Noi cobest 2eO Sap 
enT and of Al hone eon alam of! fe notgauten Wl thew! oul) «jf otlene wond of T oo alae 
lo zolue feo Orme ASS OA) AO, BIC. 7ITNO tT bas 2ailoW oF ath fod. T ov ‘unwiiivoer erin snsriges ‘yale 
‘198d vn2l Dea rian? sei.) 2 Oo} zonsbayed of) gathre a) 1A gt yen 12 nongnisies ¥ 
414 OCC! ¢ ni cet See bns enh Anal soabre..7d bobmomanycr eo'! bev (adtx a > ao 
(Hewisuiow 1b vinth Sait Beco sib zon! vrembue ite ville botasmmacon ybute his Sei aes 
lexnind Hah 4 wdcKd ru PACS adT <anibwlons abeemmon 6% sete) oft) nibh fod: OfinG | 
itive nwinh ove egl epiaigd trax Ky 2 ot) ve wi} dccussll SeRUHS euien > orevol 90! b ne > nie . 
mle to nm ees Sere WT OO beet alia edly eubouiin lennon: (Aten 5h ‘och lot buawe a n 
in gbon 8 awadaney eer ant Wet ou Seales nbn haroinorrsio la eld en « unless viils up bane 

used ovis vied iad send T 29 MISO leisy huedilangie Yi ls..reaben! Ob 26 Ti ANE QOOTT bi 
aft ko bos crodene wile Ami sonnel sige T roteon nothiasiingin vileesoutoe sits oubasi ove bit a | 
rizodo1od -Levbve belnGlo? wih abuloas ¢ ny We suns gniiis biewieso *t ate us ett 1 ened a aoetae 

2% gubulani meena! bonyccs) bis tavasiedue 2x ilo es nett2, ovtae? 0 s6 goiblind Ga 


‘ ‘ ‘ - *s = 
gurl x) egaliwed | pei liyses paammtoo sebuton sous eit (ilary A 22 sxina®) Oe baa 3 ‘ £0 


veya), ATMOS Ske GC avi 2 


4 : ae" y 


SON sR Losireat GAL gt antelyy wus eis oath WIC vw  \o Ineeqokyesls IaSsOe 


bord ew Vi, cee) a rolnlt batten hidiaie asiaoino( bo wate: lapitiqusysooK at sonerepn Supe 
VeBE AO saad vee re od) th romney, oft embod rol wal of fo yromiany mt ANSE pes ; 
S077) be Wire 6 oF rR iva s paca! beviovs susupe neamiboO \ashabieilisinkg ibn ice 

8 to xewiqoloernb a al vive wc indians me 2inoesiqen eres TOVE IRarAVOloveh # sane oT LATED. 2. 
| aah s weokoonte noted s yer one i aleve ‘ralirso \sqroared x it , 


‘vid heterononl aiid 4: vat + slang 28 
$189 ob") Dew ch dbo? yan Inseang 

aon macnotiee vied! comod of baxsnns caw ,2OBI 

Jit senohhg tea sxeup? Moma Yab inses 

Get pice seit taghat ibogaisy ot yisemaqe bonisea , qoarsip oo! 

bait ‘cuagee t/7 Sepad mot ae sh mon) scl Hie oe 

AZAL nl zhao) eneip hones 128 aod eae 0. 41.08 1 
Vigiienst lasancs ot ging eed ob ae > Ot 

bee naspe named: “yee SP content aeh be 

bn lols T wie \; bas one notg itites W ge 

OBB sisi edd yd tic 


Iii 


elo 10s! 
Bt toda ve 


> sige 7 aube nog mi} 


pa iy ; 


oo 
Lee 


a ew er re 
e + 


VENTORY FORM CONTINUATIO HEE 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DetcnesTrer =e 


Property Name Codman Square 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 
Talbot Avenuc, between Washington Street and Southern Avenue. 


The Codman Square area is situated in a dense urban neighborhood. This intersection evolved in the nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries as an important civic,commercial and residential area. The structures in the district serve as 
symbols of the area's evolution from a rural Puritan community in the early 1800's to a bustling middle class streetcar 
suburb at the end of the century. The buildings in this area represent a wide range of architectural styles, materials 
and construction dates ranging from the wooden Federal style Second Church of 1806, through well rendered 
masonry turn of the century public and commercial buildings representing the Rennaissance, Georgian and Classical 
Revival modes. Additionally, this area encompasses rather plain c. 1920-40 cast stone and brick commercial buildings 
which exhibit subdued references to the Classical Revival and Art Decco styles. 


The Second Church at 600 Washington Street, is the most highly visible landmark on the Codman Square 
"skyline" by virtue of its tall, distinctively rendered steeple. It is located on the east side of Washington Street, set 
back approximately 70 feet from the street, on a lot which is delineated by granite posts and a wrought iron fence on 
its front property line. These characteristics of the landscape, together with Federal style form and details reminicent 
of the meeting houses of Charles Bulfinch and Asher Benjamin lend a gracious air to the surrounding urban 
environment. Constructed of Maine timber, The Dorchester Meeting house, as originally designed and named, was 
composed of three main units: the steeple tower, the vestibule, and the auditorium block. Although the west facade 
retains its original 1806 appearance, major additions have been made to the church and have in particular altered the 
massing of the rear (east) elevation. These changes occurred in 1869 and 1892, with the latter obscurring the earlier 
alteration. In 1929, a third addition was made to the church in the form of a 2-story, brick parish house constructed 
and connected to the north side and east side of the 1892 addition. The last date of a major alteration is 1960 when the 
entire clapboard exterior of the church was covered with aluminum sheathing. Fortunately this alteration did not 
include removal of original trim. 


Adjacent to the church, lying southeast on a triangular parcel is the former Dorchester High School, more 
recently known as Girl's Latin Academy. Constructed in 1900 from designs provided by Hartwell, Richardson and 
Driver, this building, by virtue of its massive ,yellow brick form and hipped roof has the second highest visibility in 
the area after the Second Church. This school, with its brick rustication, sand stone blocks and limestone trimmings 
represents a highly sophisticated foray into Rennaissance Revival design. The school complex consists of three 
building masses. The two which are closely integrated and highly decorated with limestone date from the original 
period of construction. The less ornate 1910 addition, also designed by Hartwell,Richardson and Driver, is connected 
by an extension to the east end of the older structure. 


Across the street, and slightly southwest of the school, sits the Lithgow Building which curves around the comer 
of Washington Street and Talbot avenue as its plan conforms to its wedge shaped lot. Constructed by Joseph T. 
Greene, a well respected local architect, this three story flat roofed building of dark bnck displays many details 
associated with the Georgian Revival style. 
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¥ ORM CONTINUATIO E 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DotcHEsiep sail 


Property Name: Codman Square 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Tuming west from Washington Street on to Talbot Avenue are a handful of commercial and/or residential buildings 
whose forms,designs and materials are compatible with those of the buildings bordering the Washington Street 
corridor. 344-346 Talbot Avenue is atwo story masonry building built to contain five stores during the 1920's 
by the Boston architectural firm of Eisenberg and Feer. At the center of its 10-bay main facade is an entrance bay set 
off by floral Art Decco detailing. The on ginal five store fronts were obliterated by brick infill at an undeterminned 
date. 336 Talbot Avenue isa drastically altered 3-decker which ts included in the area for reasons of compatible 
scale. 320 Talbot Avenue is a \-shaped building which fans out from the Talbot Ave/Southern Ave. intersection 
and visually serves as a "gateway * building at the western edge of the Codman Square area. Built in 1913, this 
Georgian Revival commercial/residenual property rises to a height of 3-stories and exhibits facades characterized by 
rusticated brickwork. Across the street is a long, low multi-store front property at 305 Talbot Avenue. Its cast 
stone and concrete facades exhibit low key Georgian Revival accents. Next door, at 329-339 Talbot Avenue is a 
three story commercial/residential masonry structure noteworthy for its distinctive form. Here, a great curved wall 
with a low panneled parapet adresses the intersection of Norfolk St. and Talbot Ave. It was designed by Henry J. 
Preston in 1903. 


The southern portion of the district is comprised of primarily commercial structures bordering either side of the 
Washington Street traffic corridor. 624-638 Washington Street, with its Georgian Revival detail reads visually 
as an extension of the Lithgow Building at Washington/Talbot intersection. Dating to the 1910's, this building has 
recently been treated to a successful, sensitive rehabilitation. Directly across Washington St. from 624-638 
Washington Street is a parking lot and modem health clinic building which are not included within the proposed 
Codman Square historic district. Along Washington Street, between the Lithgow and Welles Avenue /Torrey Street 
cross streets are a collection of commercial buildings of somewhat uneven design merit which do, however serve to 
tie in the architecturally significant Dorchester Temple Baptist Church at 670 Washington Street with the rest of 
the Codman Square area. Moderately noteworthy within the streetscapes on either side of Washington Street are 
Tapestry Brick commercial blocks at 640-42 and 641-649 Washington Street (built during the 20's and 10's 
respectively). Residential structures adapted for the purposes of commercial re-use include 660/662 Washington 
Street with its Colonial Revival second floor porch treatments and 665/667 Washington Street , a double wood 
frame Italianate house of the 1870's. Next door at 671 Washington Street is a single family house of similar 
vintage which exhibits a vacant brick storefront addition but retains its original front porch with champfered posts. 
The southwestern side of the district culminates in an E-shaped red brick Classical Revival apartment building at 
679-81 Washington Street. It was constructed during the 1910's. 


Across the street from 679-81 Washington Street is the Dorchester Temple Baptist Church at 670 Washington 
Street .This towered and mullti gabled church is an important Dorchester example of the Shingle Style as adapted for 
ecclesiastical architecture. It was built in 1889-92. (architect undetermined). 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DotcnEslete Eee 


Property Name: Codman Square 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continucd below. 


Architectural Description continued 


The Lithgow Building (620-622 Washington Street) is characterized by stone key stones above windows, a 
modillion block cornice, and quoins which rise from the second to third story and separate each unit of paired 
windows. Further decorative features which contribute to the building's strong presence on the square, are the brick 
piers and columns used alternately on the first floor, the limestone banding which runs the full course of the building 
above the first and third story, and the entranceway supported by brick columns and highlighted by a coffered 
ceiling.In recent years the Lithgow Building has been treated to a sensitive restoration and continues to represent a key 
component within the node of architecturally significant buildings at Codman Square. 


Across the street from the Lithgow Building, occupying the entire triangular - shaped parcel bordered by Talbot 
Avenue and Washington, Epping, and Norfolk Streets, is the former Codman Square Branch Library. Located on 
the site of the old Dorchester Town Hall (1816-1904), it presently serves the community as a medical health center. 
Constructed as a municipal building by city architect Charles Bateman in 1904, this one and one half story red brick 
structure is characterized by distinctive Georgian Revival design features including: cupola,roof balustrade, gambrel 
roof profiles, Palladian window, dentil and egg and dart comice molding, granite splayed lintels and a semi-elliptical 
enhanced by two Roman Ionic columns and a balustrade. The only noted change made to the building has been the 
construction in 1938 of a small 3-bay addition consisting of one story of full basement level. This wing is located at 
the southwest corner of the original structure. 


Having considered the concentration of major landmark buildings grouped around the Codman Square cross roads it 
is time to consider this area's remaining commercial structures , handful of residential structures and single social 
club, represented by the Dorchester Women's Club at 40 Centre St. Evidently built during the early 1890's as a 
residence and enlarged into a women's club in 1898, The Dorchester Women's Club represents the work of the 
noteworthy Boston architect A. Warren Gould. Constructed of wood, it is designed in the Colonial Revival style, its 
9-bay main facade exhibiting comer quoins, pedimented window lintels, Palladian window, dentillated cornice and 
cupola-topped hip roof. On either side of 40 Centre Street are architecturally distinguished 1890's residences 
including 30,34,46 and SO Centre St. Particularly noteworthy is the robust Shingle style residence at 30 Centre 
Street, designed for the Boardman family by J. Merrill Brown in 1892. 


Returning to Washington Street, the W.T. Grant Building at 583/585 Washington St. represents the northern 
most commercial building of any particular design merit in the Codman Square area. Built in 1927 to contain stores, 
its main facade was re-designed in a vaguely Art Decco manner by the W.T. Grant Department Store Co. in 1940. 
Continuing southward and situated across from the Second Church are two rather nondescript one story masonry 
commercial buildings at 587-595 and 599-607 Washington Street. The latter building exhibits Art Decco 
parapet ornamentation including stylized dentils and keystone. These buildings have been included in this area because 
their scale and materials are compatible with their more architecturally significant neighbors. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
“Doren ESTER Ec 


Property Name: Codman Square 


Indicate each item on inventory form which 1s being continued below. 


Historical Narrative 


with large tracts of farmland held by the Davenports, Capens and Baker's. Through the mid nineteenth century few 
development patterns changed in the area. As seen in the 1830 map, it remained a rural settlement with only fourteen 
buildings located in the vicinity of the square. Only one of the fourteen buildings depicted on the 1830 map is still 
extant . Built by Oliver Warren in 1806, The Second Church at 600 Washington Street survives to provide a physical 
link with the bucolic Codman Square area of the Federal period. This church 's founding is inextricably bound with 
the profound religious controversies known as the Great Schism which raged within New England Congregational 
Churchs during the first quarter of the 19th century . The Second Church was founded by the Orthodox 
Congregationalists formerly associated with the First Parish Church . These conservative parishoners quarreled with 
their more liberal Unitarian bretheran over traditional doctrine,opting to abandon Meeting House Hill for their own 
church at Codman Square . The construction of the Second Church in 1806 marked the beginnings of Codman Square 
as an architectural entity recognizeable as a religious/commercial/ municipal center. Overtime, this church's prominent 
parishoners included chocolate factory owner Walter Baker and pewter manufacturer Roswell Gleason. Additionally, 
the noteworthy firm of Paul Revere and Sons cast the Second Church's steeple bell in 1816. 


The importance of this crossroads was reinforced in 1816 with the construction of the DorchesterTown Hall which 
stood on the site of the former Codman Square Branch Library at Talbot Avenue and Washington Street. This 
diminutive,brick, gable roofed, one story structure served as the seat of municipal government from 1816 until 
Dorchester's annexation to Boston in 1869. 


Durning the second half of the nineteenth century, as a result of annexation to the city in 1869 and the advent of 
improved public transportation,major development occurred throughout Dorchester and transformed it from a rural 
district of village clusters with a population of 8,000 in 1850 to a middle class suburb of residential enclaves with a 
population of 150,000 in 1900. The expansion which took place in the Codman Square area exemplifies the 
transition. Public transportation by means of railway lines served the area surrounding Codman Square as early as the 
1850's, but it was the streetcars, initially horse drawn in the 1870's, and then electrified by the 1880's, which had a 
significant impact on the growth of the district. The main transportation route ran north/south along Washington Street 
from the Square to Mt Bowdoin, and from Roxbury, fed into lines which ran to downtown Boston. By the 1890's, 
the route was extended as far south as Gallivan Boulevard, and crosslines were developed which pass through the 
Square and ran along Talbot Avenue and Norfolk Street. Surviving from the days of the horse drawn streetcar of the 
1870's in the Codman Square area are Italianate wood vernacular residences at 665/666 and 671 Washington 
Street. 665/667 Washington Street was originally owned by Nathaniel W. Garland of Garland and Sons, 
Grocers ( corner of Euclid and Washington Streets, Dorhester). By the 1930's 665/667 had been converted to house 
the Economy Pharmacy. In addition, the Dorchester Baptist Church at 670 Washington St. provides further 
evidence of the growth of the Codman Square area during the last decades of the nineteenth. This church grew out of 
a Sunday School organized in 1884. This church's cormerstone was laid in 1889 and it was completed in 1892 . 


Further underlyining the growth of the Codman Square area dunng the late nineteenth century are 1890's residences 
of considerable size and substance bordering Centre Street behind Dorchester High School. #30 Centre Street, for 
example, represents the work of noted Boston architect J. Mernll Brown, who studied in the offices of H.H. 
Richardson and Peabody and Stearns before embarking on a solo career. His work includes grammar schools in 
Newton and Wobum, many suburban houses in the greater Boston area as well as the residence of Governor 
Brackett in Arlington. 
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VEN C INUATION SHEE 


Community: Form No: 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Dorcertesrer Ec 


Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Property Name: Codman Square 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being conured below. 


Historical Narative 

Before turning to watershed commercial and municipal construcuox. progects at Codman Square around 1900, mention 
should be made of the Dorchester Women's Club. now Wtiton Ha2i!. which was designed in the Georgian Revival 
style by A. Warren Gould in 1898 at 40 Centre Street. Gould ws responsible for the Classical Revival Phillips 
Brooks School on Quincy Street as well as numerous other Dorchexer buildings including palatial residences 
bordering Melville Avenue and Carruth Street . 


By the turn of the twentieth century, as Codman Square becime a timmly established transportation center and as 
residential areas quickly grew in the vicinity, important commercaa! 2nd civic buildings were erected at the major street 
comers anchoring the area as a commercial and municipal bub. 


Not only was private money being invested for cammercia. constnxuon, but a large outlay of public funds was being 
expended to construct a new high school and a municipal balding «hich would house a branch library. In the course 
of five years, three prominent Classical Revival style buildiags were constructed in the Square, creating, along with 
the church, an impressive community center. 


Dorchester High School (370 Talbot Ave.) was designes in the Rennaissance Revival Style by the noteworthy 
Boston firm of Hartwell , Richardson and Driver. known d=ring ths period for their school and municipal buildings. 
Perhaps tHartwell and Richardson's best known Boston buiiding is the Furst Spiritualist Temple (1886) , for many 
years known as the Exeter Street Theatre, at Exeter and Ne=bury Sreets in the Back Bay. Dorchestser High School 
was constructed in 1900 and opened in 1901. It was the thd bualding to house Dorchester High School classes. Rose 
Fitzgerald Kennedy, daughter of Boston mayor John "Honey Fitz’ Fitzgerald and mother of president John F. 
Kennedy, graduated with the DHS class of 1906. Ten years after its completion, a U-shaped 18 room addition was 
added to the original school building. 


As a result of continued growth in the district, the school la=r became Dorchester High for Girls, with a new high 
school for boys having been built on Dunbar Avenue. By te mid twentieth century, the school housed the city wide 
selective high school, Girls Latin Academy which remained :n thas }Jocatkon until 1981. 


An additional element which contributes to the building's s=mificane 1s the tesselated pavement 
located in the main interior entrance. These tiles, a gift from the Town of Dorchester, England in 1906, date from the 
period of the Roman Conquest. 


The Lithgow Building at 618-622 Washington Street. <omez of Talbot Avenue is a contemporary of Dorchester 
High School. It was designed in 1899 by Joseph T. Greene. a local architect and prominent Mason from Milton, 
generally recognized for his residential designs and the Bishoan Building in Dorchester, Lower Mills. The Lithgow 
Building was built to house a store on the first floor, offices on the second, and a Masonic Lodge hall on the third. It 
remained in the hands of the original owner, Lydia Taft, for almost 53) years, and was fully used in its intended 
capacity through the 1960's. 


The former Codman Square Branch Library at 6 Norfolk Street is also of major architectural and historical 
significance within the Codman Square area. It was built in {904 on the site of the old Dorchester Town Hall (1816) 
by the City's Public Building Department under the supernxon of the department's architect, Charles Bateman. Prior 
to his work for the City, Mr. Bateman was engaged in the Gesign of Suildings for the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Boston including Church of the Most Precious Blood (1885. in Hvde Park and the Saint Francis De Sales School 
(1890's) atop Bunker Hill in Charlestown. 
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Vv OR ORM_ CONTINU ON_ SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DorerteEe sTewr al cok 


Property Name: Codman Square 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 
Bibliography-Codman Square continued 


Dorchester, Massachusetts, Christ Church. The Dorchester Book, G.H. Ellis, 1899 


Orcutt, William, Good Old Dorchester, A Narrative History of the Town, 1630-1893 
Tucci, Douglas Shand, Built in Boston, City and Suburb (1978) 
Warner, Samuel Bass, Streetcar Suburbs, Cambridge, Harvard U. Press,1978 
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AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community 


Property Address 
Dorchester Co Za) 


So vent 


Massachusetts Historical Cooumiss#on 


220 Morrissey Boulevard ‘ . 
Boston, MA 02125 
2M Ml 
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MHC # Street Date Historic Name/ Bidg.Type —_ Style, Materials,Form 
ee AA | AB eA Cre | ben — | Dee 
30 Centre St. 1892: Sarah L. Boardman House/res. 'Shingle/wood/irregular 

34 Centre St. 1897 Christopher J. Carven House/res. “Queen Anne/wood/rectang. 
40 Centre St. 1898 Dorchester Women's Club Colonial Rev./wood/irreg. © 

6 Norfolk st. ore 1904 Codman Sq.Branch Library Colonial Rev./brick/irreg. 

305 Talbot Ave. _c.1919-1927 _undetermined/commercial _Georg. Rev./brick/rectang 
316-324 Talbot Ave —=—: 1913 undeterminned/comm+res _ George. Rev./brck/V-shapd 

332 Talbot Ave. = c.1894-1910 -undetermined/3 family Colonial Rev/wood/irreg. 
329-339 Talbot Ave is 1903: a B.F. Shattuck prop./comm+res. ‘e.20thc.vernac/brk/rectan 
Post 336-344 Talbot Avec.1930 __ Whittemore Batchelder Coal Co. Art Decco/brick/irreg 
eo .. 380 Talbot Ave 1900-01 __ Dorchester High Schools Rennaissance_Rev/brk/irre 
ae 583-85 Washngtn St 1927, 1940 __W.T. Grant Dept. Store = Art Deco/brk/L-shaped __ 
eral 587-95 Washngtn St.c.1920's___ undeterminned/commercial 20's _vernac./brk/rectang _ 
ee, 599-607 Washngton c.1920's___undetermined/commercial __ 20's_vernac/brk/rectang _ 
ORI BS 600 Washngtn St____1806,'69,'92 Second Church in Dorcherster___ Federal/wd/L-shaped __ 
_........618-622 Washington 1899 Lithgow Bldg/commercial Georg. Rev./brk/rectang. _ 
u....,624-638 Washington 1910-18 underminned/comm sss Georgian Rev./brk/rectng._ 
ie 640-642 Washington 1920-30 __ United Provisions Co./comm. _....,Class Rev/brk/rectang. 
|. a 641-649 Washington 1910-18 __undeterminned/comm sss Tapestry Brick/rectang. 
646-648 Washington c.1950's?_ undeterminned/comm. modern/brk/rectang. 
“ae 650-658 Washington c.1950's?____undetermined/comm ss modern/brk/rectang. 
ma: 651-659 Washington c.1918-30 __Dorch Cntr_P.0.+bakery etc./commClass Rev/cast st./rectang 
_........ 660-662 Washington c.1910-18 Mc Murray's Creamery/comm-res Colonial Rev./wd/rectang. _ 
nuns 661-663 Washington c.1950's? __undeterminned/comm. ss modern/brk/rectang 
__ 664/666 Washingtn | c.1920-30 __undeterminned/comm. _____ Class Rev./cast_stone/rect. 
_... 665/67 Washington ‘c.1875-83 Nath. W. Garland Ho./res. sItalianate/wood/res. 
_....... 670 Washington St 1886 Dorch Temple Baptist Church _ Shingle Style/wd/irreg 
- seacnapiae 671 Washington St__c.1875-83__undeterminned/res. ——s——_talianate./wood/L-shaped _ 
) ena 675-77 Washington _c.1950's?_ _ undeterminned/comm?now church: modern/brk/rectang. 
ae 679-681 Washington c.1910-18 _undeterminned/apts. ss Class. Rev./brk/E-shaped __ 
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FORM A- A Assessor's Sheets USGS Qa Area Letter ‘orm Numbers in Area 


Massachusetts Historical Commission rea ray AS Eau elie 
80 Boylston Street 


Boston, Massachusetts 02116 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 


Place(neighborhood or village) 
Photograph 
(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) Dorchester 
Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left Name Ohe eae St Mathews/Stanton St 


side of form over this space. Attach additional photos ; A ‘de aye: 
Sn continuation sheets. Present Use eccelisiastical, residential 


roll a s Construction Dates or Period c. 1870-1920 
Overall Comition si fair-good. 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact church 


complex 


Acreage 
Sketch Map Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
|Draw a map of the area indicating properties within ped one 
\it. Circle and number properties for which individual PRION Be iy Ml RTECS AE 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets : 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- a ee eat ay, 22 


\tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 
| 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Mcanua! instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
The boundaries of the St. Mathew's / Stanton Street Area have been drawn primarily to focus on the 
architecturally significant buildings of St. Mathew's Roman Catholic Church complex at Norfolk and 
Stanton Streets in west central Dorchester. This small area encompasses the church buildings bordering the 
west side of Stanton Street from #11 to 51/53 as well as residential properties at #240 / 238 
Norfolk Street and housing along the north side of Norfolk Street from # 207 to 229. 


The church complex is situated within a densely built up residential area that appears to be primarily a product of 
turn of the century development. The east side of Stanton Street is not included within the boundanies of this 
area because of the considerable modernizations to its housing . The west side of Stanton Street is characterized 
by a progression of masonry church buildings including the Late Gothic Revival Church of the Epiphany 
(11 Stanton Street), the Georgian Revival St. Mathew's R.C. School (29 Stanton Street), the 
Rennaissance/Georgian Revival St. Mathews Rectory (33 Stanton Street ), the Rennaissance Revival St. 
Mathew's R. C. Church (39 Stanton Street), and the Georgian Revival St. Mathew's Cloister (45 
Stanton Street). Also included within this area on the west side of Stanton Street is a substantial 
Italianate/Mansard house at 51/53 Stanton Street (2.5 story L-shaped wood frame house with encircling 
verandah at the northeast comer and a bell cast mansard roof). This area also includes the unusual, U-shaped 
(continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

The segment of the St. Mathew's / Stanton Street area containing the Church of the Ephiphany and St Mathew's 
complex was part of the Samuel N. and Mary Ufford (presumably farm) estate from the 1860s until the 1910s. 
The oldest road in the area is Norfolk Street which since at least the late 18th century has linked Mattapan with 
Codman Squares. By 1850, farms belonging to the Bacon (north side of Norfolk Street) and Stone (south side of 
Norfolk Street) families were located in this area. By 1869, Mary Ufford owned 8 acres and a Samuel N. Ufford 
owned two houses and "other buildings" around the area currently containing Stanton Street. From c.1874 until 
the early 1900s a Hezekiah G. Ufford owned this land in addition to Mary Ufford, along with the double 
Italianate/Mansard house at 238 / 240 Norfolk Street which was extant by 1874. 


During the first quarter of the 20th century, two churches were built in this area. The Mission of the 
Epiphany Protestant Episcopal Church was organized in 1906 and built at 11 Stanton Street from 1914 
designs provided by Frank Bourne. Among Bourne's best known works was Charles River Square, the charming 
cul de sac off Storrow Drive lined with Neo Federal town houses. Douglas Shand Tucci notes in Built in Boston 
that Frank Bourne was a pioneer in the use of concrete in the construction of a variety of building types. Boston's 
few concrete block churches (stylistically Gothic) were an innovation pioneered by Frank Bourne". At the present 
time the church appears to be underutilized or not at all in use (continued). 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Dorchester Maps/Atlases-1830, 1850, 1874,1884,1894, 1898, 1910, 1910, 1933 
Boston Directories- 1874-1933 

Tucci, Douglass Shand, The Gothic Churches of Dorchester 

Tucci, Douglas Shand, Built in Boston, City and Suburbs, 1978 

Taxable Valuation of the Town of Dorchester, 1869 


[_] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7192 
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Vv O O CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Do @cn ESTE A. EE 


Property Name: St. Mathews / Stanton Street 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Italianate /Mansard house at 238/240 Norfolk Street . This double house ,with its entrances at either end of main 
facade, is distinguished by shouldered window surrounds and a center gable which projectis from the mansard roof. 
The center gable contains a lunette window. Asphalt shingles cover the original clapboards. The roof’s slate shingles 


are intact . 


The north side of Norfolk Street has discernable architectural merit in terms of form and stylistic elements. Reading 
east to west, this housing includes the H-shaped, Craftsman style apartments at 207 Norfolk Street; the cottage 
scale, L-shaped vinyl -sided Italianate/Mansard cottage at 209 Norfolk Street,the greatly altered Queen Anne house 
at 215 Norfolk Street, the frame Italianate/Stick house at 217 Norfolk Street (projecting center pavillion, 
barge boards with incised decorative detail), the 3-story, Queen Anne/Colonial Revival multi - family housing at 
225-227 Norfolk Street (flat entrance bays flanked by paired octagonal bays , well molded cornice) and the 
burned out shell of the Italianate/Mansard at 229 Norfolk Street which retains its T-shaped form, front and side 
porches, distinctive dormer enframements and hip on mansard roof with remarkably intact , polychromatic slate 
shingles. 


St . Mathew's Roman Catholic Church at 39 Stanton Street was completed in 1926 from designs provided 
by the architect Charles Greco; he was also responsible for the design of St. Mathew's cloister and rectory.The 
church itself is a fine example of the Italian Renaissance Revival style. Constructed of red brick with cast stone 
trimmings, the church stands with gable end to Stanton Street and is essentially composed of a long , 2-story 
rectangular nave which culminates in a gracefully curved western apse. The nave is flanked by narrow, one story 
components which abutts the northern and southern walls. The imposing main facade has a decidedly vertical 
emphasis with a center entrance flanked by broad and monumental Doric pilasters which rise two stories to the return 
_ eaves of the gable roof.The center entrance is flanked by pairs of stone Corinthian pilasters which exhibit low relief 

floral motifs.Omamental banding above this entrance exhibits well executed low relief swag and um motifs. 
Surmounting this banding is a dentiled entablature which, in tum, is surmounted by a blind loggia composed of small 
Corinthian pilasters which flank a series of arches. This "loggia" entablature exhibits carved swag motifs. The 
entrance bay culminates in a large occular window with ornate, carved stonework detail and stained glass. The entire 
entrance bay is set within a great arch composed of stepped brick work. The main facade's gable is treated as a 
broken pediment with dentils and modillion blocks. Secondary entrances flank the main facade and are simply 
enframed by well molded stone surrounds. Above these entrances are ornamental panels containing low relief swags. 
The side walls of the church are pierced by arched windows. 


On the north side of the church is the L-shaped St. Mathew's Rectory at33 Stanton Street which posseses a 
3-story, 5-bay x 5-bay main block with highly symmetrical red brick and white cast stone trimmed windows. This 
building is linked to the church by a low, one story brick structure with arched bays. The rectory blends Rennaissance 
Revival entrance bay treatments with Georgian Revival trimmings and a low hip roof whose exposed rafters nod to 
the Craftsman style. 


On the south side of the church is St. Mathew's Cloister or convent at 45 Stanton Street which is composed 
of a three story main block and two- and one-story lateral ells. Both the main block and side ells are surmounted by 
low hip roofs. St. Mathew's Cloister, like the rectory, is constructed of red brick with cast stone timmings. Its form 
and elements lean more towards the Georgian than the Renaissance Revival , with its main block's massing and 
fenestration reminicent of English, late 18th century Georgian estates (continued). 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Oifice of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
“DorenEsree a a 


Property Name: St. Mathews /Stanton Street 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description 

The front door is flanked by Donic pilasters and surmounted by as segmental headed lintel, windows exhibit gauged 
bnck work lintels with cast stone key stones, tall arched and key stone-topped windows grace the main facade of the 
side ell and a simple cast stone string course runs between the first and second floors. 


The three St Mathew's buildings listed above: church, rectory and cloister/convent form a visually memorable 
ensemble that undoubtedly represents the apex of Charles Greco's career as a designer of churches and public 
buildings during the first half of the 20th century. Somewhat less architecturally distinguished but nevertheless an 
important component within this collection of ecclesiastical buildings is St. Mathew's Roman Catholic School at 29 
Stanton Street. Eschewing the red brick materials favored by Greco for the church, rectory and convent, this 
school is constructed of tan brick with cast stone trimmings. Its essential boxy form is relieved by its main facade's 
center recessed entrance bay and side walls' projecting center pavillions. This school may be classified as a restrained 
example of the Renaissance/ Georgian Revival style. 


Finally, the Church of the Ephiphany at the northwest corner of Stanton and Norfolk Streets (#11 Stanton 
Street) was built in 1914 in the Late Gothic Revival style from designs provided by Frank Bourne. This church is of 
interest as an ecclesiastical edifice composed almost entirely of concrete blocks. Essentially L-shaped in form, it 
stands with narrow end wall gable facing Norfolk Street. Here, its main entrance is reached via a flight of concrete 
steps with solid shoulder railings of the same material. Its main entrance retains its original wooden Gothicized 
double doors which are set within a deep pointed arch. Flanking the front door are small and narrow lancet window. 
Above the front door is a large, pointed arch window with a transparent outer (plexiglass) protective covering with 
what appears to be stained glass and wooden tracery underneath. In general, this church's walls are pierced by 
pointed arch windows. 
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NV RY FO CO NUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Dore EsvTer See 


Property Name: St. Mathews/Stanton Street 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


St. Mathew's Roman Catholic Church was set off from St. Gregory's Parish in 1900. From 1900-1910, the 
congregation worshipped in a chapel at 89 Norfolk Street. Ground was broken for St. Mathews Church in 1910.St. 
Mathews was built in two stages in what may have been a fairly standard approach to church building in Boston 
around the turn of the century. The lower church was completed for worship services during the 1910s and the upper 
church was finished by 1926. The church was designed by Charles Greco who was active as an architect in the 
Boston area during the first half of the 20th century. He was responsible for several other Boston area churches 
whose design was derived from Renaissance rather than Gothic sources including the design of Blessed Sacrement 
Churches in Jamaica Plain (South Street, 1910-17) and Cambnidgeport ( Pearl and Mc Ternan Streets 
,1907).Additionally he designed the Roberts School at Broadway and Windsor Streets in Cambridge (1929) and a 
building for the Middlesex County Court House complex (1930's ) in East Cambridge. 

Greco was also responsible for the design of St Mathew's Rectory (33 Stanton Street), completed by 1910, and St. 
Mathews "cloister" or convent which was built during the 1910's, again from designs provided by Greco. 


Further research is needed on the development of the housing in this area. The Italianate (hip-on-) Mansard house at 
51/53 Stanton Street was built between 1875 and 1883. Around the tur of the century, Lydia B. and Martin 
Wyman owned this property. 51/53 Stanton Street, along with Italianate/ Mansards at 209 Norfolk Street, and 
229 Norfolk Street provide evidence of house construction activities in the area around 1870. The multi family 
225/227 Norfolk Street is representative of the kind of multi family housing erected in Dorchester working class 
neighborhoods around the turn of the century, providing evidence of a c.1895-1910 building boom that tnggered the 
further subdivision of parishes and construction of new churches like St Mathew's and The Mission Church of the 


Epiphany. 
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SA. Matthias /Stmbon Sé. 


Property Address 


Community 
Dorchester 


AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Area Form No. 
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See attached photographs 


' 
1 
7) 
o 
p= 
i 
o 
jon 
© 
= 
a 
Oo 
j= 
eS) 


Prepared June 17, 1995 
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220 Mornissey Boulevard 
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Be ee /sca bu]et- DORCHESTER, AWA. 


Date 


MHC # Street 


Historic Name/ Bldg. Type 


Style, Materials, Form 


209 Norfolk St. 


__Craftsman,wood,H-shaped — 


| : Ital./Mans.,wd,L-shaped _ 


Bee Nook St __ Queen Anne,wood,irreg. _ | 
mle... Bed Cy NOU OMG ot eg ea 8 oo, oe dh epi ensnsanim a hel SUCK WONT Oa 
_ ool 225-227 Norfolk St: _ Queen anne,wd,H-shaped _ | 
Meme coO NOOK SC ee oo Ital./Mans,wd,L-shaped 
Sa eS 240/238 Norfolk Sts vt vs suisse, Mans./Stick,wd.,U-shaped | 
a ee 11 Stanton St. 0: St. Mathews, Gothic Rev.,conc,irreg. 
meine P29 Stanton Stee ii wo tet St. Mathew's R.C. School =: Georgian Rev., br.,rectang.. 
mae _...,33 Stanton St. = St Mathew's Rectory ss Georg Rev/Ren Rev,br,L-sh 
1 aa 35 Stanton St. tii St. Mathew's R.C. Church Ital. Ren. Rev.,br.,rectang. _ 
Meee soStatonst 2 St. Mathew's Convent (7?) George Rev,br.,L-shaped 
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This list gives address ranges covered 
by the inventoried area. It is not a 
building-by-building data sheet. See 
narrative and photos for building- 
specific information. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 


USGS Quad Area Letter Form Numbers in Area 


~elnfic ve RosqoN - 
Massachusctts Historical Commission (ON- (0E EF 
80 Boylston Strect 


Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
!o continuation sheets. 


roll aps 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 


Place(neighborhood or village) 


Matta 


Name of Area Wellington Hill 


Present Use residential 
insUituuional 


Construction Dates or Period 1890-1930 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acteage 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) Apmil, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape teatures and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
Broadly defined, the boundanes for the Wellington Hill area may be said to include Blue Hill Avenue on the 
east, Walk Hill Street on the south, Harvard Street on the west and Morton Steet on the north. Narrowing these 
boundaries down further to include intact cohenve concentrations of historic resources, this area might be said 
to be contained within the oval configuration formed by Ormond and Wellington Hill's street's with the 
Solomon Lewenberg School at the top of Wellington Hill consututing the focal point for this area. Wellington 
Hill's housing stock is primarily a product of the building boom which occurred in Dorchester / Mattapan and 
other Boston suburbs dunng the first quarter W the 20th century. #'s 23,27,31,35,39 43,45 Ormond 
Street are a group of seven, 2.5 story, 2-family residences that were built in the 1920's. These boxy, more or 
less T-shaped houses combine Colonial Revival elements with Tapestry Brick wall surfaces and arc enclosed by 
low hip roofs; a double dormer distinguishes the primary elevation. Across the strect at #'s 34 and 36 
Ormond Street are substantial Queen Anne ‘Colonial Revival residences with #34 , in particular, providing a 
memorable form with broad gambrel roof profile facang the street, its front porch distinguished by well 
proportioned paired Tuscan columns. Bordering the sweeping curve of Duke Street, off Ormond Street, is a 
collection of single - and two- family houses which stand with gable and gambrel end walls facing the street. 
An early, prime example of this housing is #15 Duke Street . a boxy, 2.5 story , clapboard -clad, 2-family 
house with a pedimented, paired center entry, Tuscan columned front porch and broad gable roof. (see 
continuation sheet) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

Historically, Wellington Hill was an area of upland pasture with farms bordering its lower slopes. The 1850 map 
shows four houses bordering the streets surrounding Wellington Hill: Blue Hill Avenue, Walk Hill Street, 
Harvard Street and Morton Street. Aside from the few farm houses situated on its lower slopes, residential 
development of this area was relatively late, undoubtedly in part because of the difficulties of setting out streets 
over steep and rocky upland terrain.As late as 1894, no streets criss - crossed this area which was divided up into 
five large farms or estates, including those of : George W. Goodale (house and barn fronting on to Blue Hill 
Avenue), Hannah F.C. Holbrook (house and bam near Harvard Street), Abbott Lawrence et al Trustees on Walk 
Hill Street (presumably the Lawrences of Beacon Hill and Longwood Cottage Farm, Brookline) and Hilliard L. 
Goodale. By 1898 , only three streets in this area were set out, forming a triangle that included Duke Street, 
Ormond Street and Ponemah Street (later part of Wellington Hill Street). Only three structures bordered these 
streets in 1898: the Rebecca S. Capen House at 23 Ormond Street, the A.H. Greenleaf House at 15 Duke Street 
and the Patrick H. Carter House at what is now 53 Wellington Street.The rest of Wellington Hill in 1898 (within 
the survey boundaries) is a proposed development called Wellington Hill Park with dotted lines indicating-more or 
less-the street pattern that would be in place by 1910. Evidently the Goodale , Holbrook and Wellington families 
reaped the rewards of the real estate sales of their former farm lands during the 1910s and 20s. The 1910 Atlas 
shows Wellington Hill's mostly vacant house lots as part of an enormous tract owned by Wellington Holbrook et 
al . which extended from Harvard Street, up as far as Morton Street, taking in Greendale, Deering, Errol, 
Winfield, Westmore, Gilmer, Hillsboro, Goodale, Onmond, Outlook, Duke and Wellington Hill Streets-an 
enormous area with a 17-lot oval block at the top of the hill which would eventually be utilized as the site of the 
Solomon Lewenberg School. (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases- 1794, 1830, 18&50,1874,1884,1894,1898,1910,1918,1933 
Boston Directories: 1870-1945 
Orcutt, William Dana, Good Old Dorchester, 1&93 


[_] Recommended as a National Register Distnct. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Critenia Statement Form. 7192 
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VENTO FORM _ CONT ON EET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston M AITA P tn 


Property Name: Wellington Hill 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


#27 Duke Street is unique within its streetscape of Queen Anne assymetrically massed homes and Colonial 
Revival elements. Here, this cross-shaped Craftsman Style house exhibits a highly symmetrical main facade which is 
covered with stucco. In typical Craftsman fashion, the roof's timbers are exposed . The overall rustic appearance of 
this property provides a glimpse of still-rural Wellington Hill during the 1910s. Duke Street intersects Wellington Hill 
Street on the southwest side of this area. #'s 24 to 90 Wellington Hill Street and 71 to 87 Wellington Hill 
Street represent an intact, well - maintained collection of single- and- two family residences which are generally 
characterized by rectangular and L-shaped 2.5 story forms, many enclosed by street-facing gambrel end walls. Wall 
coverings tend toward wood shingle. Front porches with Colonial Revival elements such as Tuscan columns and slat 
work railings are common. The two- family residences at #'s15 to 25 Outlook Road are characterized by boxy, 
2.5 story forms with center entrances set within small enclosed porches. Front doors are enframed by Tuscan 
columns and side lights. These houses are covered with wood shingles and enclcsed by low hip roofs. Together, 
these houses constitute a streetscape which visually is greater than the sum of its parts. 


The focal point of the district is the Solomon Lewenberg Junior High School, designed by the Boston 
architectural firm of Desmond and Lord in 1930. Situated on top of Wellington Hill, this brick and cast stone structure 
is characterized by a Y-shaped form. Its main facade exhibits well - rendered Classical Revival treatments with a 
tripartite main entrances set off by four handsome monumental Ionic columns which support an entablature and broad 
parapet the facade of which reads: "City of Boston Solomon Lewenberg School anno domini MCMXXIX." This 
buildings edges are accented by brick quoins and cast stone cornices which contast effectively with the dark red 
brick. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
VoecnestEe. EF 


Property Name: Wellington Hill 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Further research is needed on A.H. Greenleaf who lived at 15 Duke Street as early as 1898. By the 1930's 
Robert M. Ginsburg, salesman and Phillip M. Sandler Vice President of A. Sandler and Co., 154 Lincoln Street lived 
at #15 Duke Street. At the turn-of -the - century, Wellington Hill was a diverse neighborhood of white- collar 
professionals, blue - collar service personnel and members of the families that owned Wellington Hill when it was still 
farm land. Forexample,on Wellington Hill Street, # 32 was owned by Robert J. Anslow, plasterer; #38 
was occupied by Georgia A. Harms; #42 was the residence of Daniel F. Mc Cormack, broker; Paul J. Richard , 
partner in Burke and Richard Co. Boots and Shoes lived at #46 ; while Henry E. Keenan, clerk, auditing department 
at City Hall lived at #50; with Joseph F. Otis, occupation unlisted at #54. Representing house construction of the 
1930s on Wellington Hill, #'s 23-45 Ormond Street numbered among their early residents : Mrs. Freda Katzeff 
at #23; Joseph Corman, builder and Jack Franklin (occ?) at #27; Sam A. Mvers, purveyor of artifical stone at # 28; 
#31 was inhabited by Isaac Basinow , meats and Isaac Kraft of Benjamen Kraft and Brothers, 96 Chauncy Street, 
wholesale millinery; #34 was the home of Bertha Forshee; #35 was the residence of Jacob and William Diamond, 
treasurer and president, respectively of Diamond Brothers Inc., Morms Singer, of Morris Singer and Sons Malt and 
Hops resided at #36; while the 2-family at #39 was home to Max F. Davidson, President and Treasurer of the 
Davidson Press Inc. 156 Pearl Street, Boston and Hyman Orlansky, physician; #43 was the residence of Sarah Garr 
while Harry Shurfo lived at #45. The residents listed above provide a snapshot or cross section of an area that by the 
late 1920's had a large Jewish community. 


Finally, the residents of 71 to 90 Wellington Hill Street in 1933 reveal that the ethnic make up of this cross 
section is Jewish with several Insh families as well. #71 was the residence of Israel Matross, variety store; #75 was 
occupied by Alex Cohen , grocer; Wilfred J. Doyle, city clerk lived at #81, an attorney named Ben Sniberg resided 
at #83, John F. White, organ builder lived at #85, Phillip Rosenberg, meats (Rosenberg Brothers of Blue Hill Ave) 
lived at #66, Milliners Charles and Marvin Bornstein lived at #74, William Applebaum lawyer lived at #84 and 
Max Zimmerman, salesman lived at90 Wellington Hill Street. 


The Solomon J. Lewenberg School was built in 1930 from designs provided by Desmond and Lord, the architects of 
the 1927 Parker House Hotel on Tremont Street, Boston. Situated atop Wellington Hill on a 179,477 square foot lot, 
this junior high school contains 40 class rooms.. 
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Massachusetts Histoncal Commission 


Form No. 
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94-45 Ormond Ste 


0 Outlook Road eas “Solomon Lewenberg Jr. 1S, 
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This list gives address ranges covered 
by the inventoried area. It is nota 9090000 tteteeecetnenneen 
ae ice ek ee ee building-by-building data sheet, Seq ——_-vss-ssevsccvssseessceccescsctssseoneceeeeeeeccteseeees ce 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 


USGS Quad Area Jactter  J-orm Numbers tn Area 


-I2E Bos 
Massachusctts Historical Commission WS Altre 530 oT ECG 
80 Boylston Strect 


Boston, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll i 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Town Boston, Massachusctts 


Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 
Name of Area Codman Hill 
Present Use residential 


Construction Dates or Peniod c. 1895-1930 


Overall Condition 200d 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage 
Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) Apnil, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
The Codman Hill areca, for the purposes of this survey, encompasses what was essentially the large estate of the 
Reverend John Codman of the Second Church at Codman Square. This area is bounded by the back lot lines of 
Wilmington Avenue, between Milton Avenue and Nevada Street on the north. The northem boundary then jogs 
southward along the east side of Nevada Street and then turns east along the back lot lines of Codman Hill 
Avenuc as far as #9/11 Codman Hill Avenue . The eastern boundary follows the side lot lines of #9/11 and 
6/8 Codman Hill Avenuc. The southern boundary follow's the back lot lines of #'s 6/8-44/46 Codman Hill 
Avenuc, jogs south along Nevada Strect, turns west along Codman Strect and includes the narrow tnangular 
park between Codman Strect, Gallivan Boulevard and Milton Avenue. The western boundary is Milton Avenue 
(does not include housing bordering the west side of this thoroughfare) between Codman Strect and Wilmington 
Avenue.The architectural significance of this area lies in its solid, well maintained , pnmarily 1920's housing 
stock which is representative of the type of housing built after World I on the rapidly diminishing tracts of 
Dorchester farm and estate land. Buildings and groups of buildings chosen for research in this area tend to 
reflect both the typical and inevitably, the atypical for housing in a suburban section such as Codman Hill. 


The two-family frame houses along Codman Hill Avenue (between Milton Avenue and Nevada Street) 
1.e.48/50 - 92/94 Codman Hill Avenue) are representauve of a common local house type, specifically the 
1920's gambrel -fronted Colonial Revival. These house overlook small front lawns and the overall image of this 


areaica 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

Codman Hill in Dorchester was named for the Reverend John Codman who was pastor of Codman Square's 
Second Church from 1808-1847. John Codman (1782-1847) was born in Boston and graduated from Harvard 
University in 1802. Although he studied law, he went on to pursue theological training in Scotland and became an 
influential preacher. The Codman Hill area represents a small portion of Codman's estate which encompassed 
over 64 acres. The Codman House was located on the eastern crest of Codman Hill between present day Codman 
Hill and Wilmington Avenues. As late as the 1860s, the Codman Mansion was one of the only houses standing in 
the sparsely populated area between Codman Square and Lower Mills. It was built c.1791 for Seth Thayer and 
was sold to Dr. Codman in 1808.According to Dorchester historian William Dana Orcutt this house, at the time of 
its purchase by Codman " was simply a square building; and it presented somewhat the appearance of a 
fortification, as it was mounted on the top of a series of terraces that made it difficult of approach". Over time, 
Codman, scion of a wealthy family, enlarged the old Thayer place via the addition of numerous ells until it had 
"the unclerical appearance of a rope walk or a ten -pin alley." In fact, the Codman mansion was quite an elegant 
Federal residence with porches on three sides. It was surrounded by mulberry trees left over from a failed attempt, 
evidently by Thayer, to conduct a silkworm farm on the premises. Codman owned roughly the area bounded by 
Washington, Morton, Torrey Streets and Blue Hill Avenue. This estate had acres of sloping fields and looked out 
over Lower Mills and the Blue Hills. The Codman mansion was a popular stop over for ministers on their way 
from the countryside to theological gatherings in Boston. The Codman mansion was the scene of heated debates 
during the Congregational church's "Great Schism" during the early 1800's when the more liberal Unitarian wing 
of the church broke away from the more conservative Trinitarians. Following Codman's death in 1847, the 
junction of Washington , Norfolk , Centre and Talbot known as Baker's Corners was renamed Codman Square in 
honor of the beloved reverend. The house remained in the Codman family until the Civil War. After the 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases- 1794, 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918,1933 

Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

Orcutt, William Dana, Good Old Dorchester, 1893 

Sammarco, Anthony M., "Codman Hill, named for Reverend John Codman", 3 /8/90, Dorch. Comm. News 


[_] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7192 
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INVENTORY F CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DRLH ESTER Er 


Property Name: Codman Hill 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts be:ng conurced beios 


Architectural Description continued 

pleasing uniformity of set backs and structural forms situaisi on Rist ground above Gallivan Boulevard. The atypical 
housing in this area tends to be earlier (c.1898-19:0) and more Quéa Anne in terms of form and elements, 1.c. #'s 
119, 131 and 144 Wilmington Avenue. Inceed #144 Codman Hill Avenue, comer of Nevada exhibits the 
most architecturally ambitious houses in this areain terms ~ Queer Anme iteguar form and fairly complex root 
confiuguration and well rendered Colonial Reviva! elements. The 2-:zmuls residences at #'s 100 and 104 
Wilmington Avenue represent solid, straightfeoward exemples & the Crattsman style with their L-shaped forms 
and hip roofs with exposed rafters. 


The most memorable streetscape of this area and in many wuys the '>ublsc race” of this section of post World War I 
suburban Dorchester is the stretch of Queen Anne angle family be sing nemeer #'s 6/8 and 26/28 Codman 
Street. These houses are set high on brick and stene basements anc stand with narrow end wall gables facing the 
street, forming a pleasant back drop for the smal] mangular sark bs_aded by Galivan Blvd., Milton Avenue, 
Codman Hill Street and the side lot line of 118 Galivan Bodevara. 


INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 


DorcHtesre er 
Property Name: Codman Hill 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 

Civil War it was leased to a boarding school for young ladies, first Miss Dodge's School and later Mfrs Corchran’s 
School.Indeed the 1874 Auas shows the old Codman house as owned by Mrs Charlotte Cochran, a! the scuth eas 
comer of this area. John Codman's heirs are shown as owning 3 large plots to the west of the old Codmzn mans: <r 
Codman Street was 2 much narrower way prior to the early 1900's and more or less followed the much wider pan or 
present day Gallivan Boulevard. It is unclear if Fairmount Avenue, which forms the northern edge ef this area ex2ss 
for "real" or only on paper. The Codman estate was subdivided during the late 19th century and the Codman “far:s °r 
was destroyed by fire in 1928. All of this historical background on a lost mansion is meant to set the stage fox the 
development of suburban housing in the area that was in close proximity to the Codman House and provides such = 
contrast to the Federa! period country estate that once presided over this distinctively elevated land. 


The oldest house in this area is 144 Codman Hill Avenue. Built in 1898-99 on lots owned by a John Cacigar = 
others, it was built for Eugene E. Ziegler, draughtsman, 1 Somerset, Boston. Ziegler may well have been respons: >: 
for the design of this house although the building permit mentions an S. C. Mermill as the builder. #131 

Wilmington Avenue is another survivor from what may have been a failed attempt at a suburban development -: 
was built in the Queen Anne/Colonial Revival style in 1902 for a K. C. Rockwell by Frederick J. Rockwell. builass 
The architect ectural f1rm was West and Stranger. At that time, Frederick J. Rockwell evidently built a stable whic= 
was later replaced by 2 one family dwelling in 1923 at 127 Wilmington Avenue. In 1933, Henn E. Sutherlanc. 
president of Barney and Carey Company, 99 Norwell, Dorchester owned this property. 


Judging by atlases and a random sampling of building permits, the 1910's and 20's were boom years for house 
construction activity on Codman Hill. The development of this area coincided with the creation of Gallivan Bivd 
dunng the 1920's. This thoroughfare (Route 203) forms part of the southern edge of this area. As previously now 
Gallivan Blvd was onginally known as Codman Street. (from the intersection of Granite Avenue to Mattapan: anc 2: 
Marsh Street from Granite Ave. to Neponset Circle. It was named for James Ambrose Gallivan (1866-1978: . a 
Harvard graduate, journalist, member of the Massachusetts House of Representatives, Street Commissioner for the 
City of Boston and representative to the United States Congress.In any event, even before what amcunted tc th 
widening of Codman Street to create Gallivan Blvd., suburban housing was being built up near the cld Cadman 
Mansion. #119 Wilmington Avenue was built in 1915 for Jeremiah Riordan (occupation unlisted) It was buil: =: 
a one family dwelling from plans provided by Daniel J. Rantin. 100 Wilmington Street was buil: as a mo farm: 
dwelling in 1925 for the Raymond C. Bassi Co. (constuction company) of 32 Burgess Street, Roxbury. The 
architects were Winebaum and Wexler. The builder or in this case "mechanic" was Raymond W. Bassi. By 1933. : 
was owned by James J. Brabazon, a supervisor at Filene's Department Store.As late as 1918, Codman Hill Screes m2 
yet to be set out. The atlas of that year shows a proposed Codman Hill Street with a meandering path rather tran he 
present linear configuration. Codman Hill Street was the scene of considerable house construction ectivity dumnz 
the mid 1920's. #'s 48-78 Codman Hill Street were built in 1926 from designs provided by Jchn C. Srulane 

According to the 1933 Boston Directory: #48 was vvacant, #49 was owned by Thomas Mc Gagh, gardener. #50 ® 2: 
owned by Patrick Hennessey of the EEI Co., #51 was owned by Historical Narrative cntinued--Rozer =. 
Austin Clerk, #53 was the residence of Edward B. Crowley, #54 was the home of John D. Connel!. # 58 “zs the 
residence of Alfred J. Cushing, President of the Cushing Refrigerator Inc. Co, #62 was owned by John P. Fev. #25 
was the property of William A. Walker, President and Treasurer of Jackson Co. Inc., Hatters and Furmers. #74 wes 
owned by Henry P. Wright, Floor Supt, 450 Washington Street and #78 was owned by a John J. Connoliv. 


Further research is needed on the triangular park in this area which is bounded by Codman Street and Gall:ver Bly c 
front of #'s 26/28-82 Codman Street. This park, together with its back drop of compact, well maintaine< 
suburban residences provides this area with its most memorable visual identity. 
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Property Address 
Codmim +41 


Community 
Dorchestcr 


AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


Massachusetts Historical Commussaon 


220 Mornissey Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02125 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission IOAI- IVE SoorH 


80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 


Place(neighborhood or village) 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) Dorchester 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 

buildings shown. Record film roll and negative Narhemtihecs tame isdaineiroue! Rigiaiete 


numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 


SNE dtion siibets Present Use___ Cemetery, park and 


pocket of residential 


roll ) ¥ Construction Dates or Period c.1880-1930 


Overall Condition good-excellent 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage 


Sketch Map Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Organization Bostron Landmarks Comm. 


Date (month/year) March, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [}] see continuation sheet 


Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 


‘ 


The Cedar Grove/Richview area consists of a small enclave of well-designed, relatively substantial turn- of -the 
century residences situated between extensive green space in the form of Dorchester Park on the north and west 
and Cedar Grove Cemetery to the east and south. This residential enclave is situated off of the northwest side of 
Adams Street and consists of a cul de sac called Hillsdale Street and a U-shaped street off of Hilllsdale called 
Richview Street. In addition to open space, this area's residential section is further isolated by the MBTA Red 
Line tracks on the east. Cedar Grove cemetery encompasses square feet.It is bounded by Milton Street on 
the north, the back lot lines of houses bordering Granite Avenue on the east, the Neponset River on the south 
and Adams Street on the west.This cemetery features a system of meandering paths that are so characteristic of 
rural garden cemeteries. This cemetery 's main entrance is at the comer of Milton and Adams streets. This 
entrance is marked by four heavy, Italianate granite posts with arched and recessed panels. Further 
research is needed on the ornamental iron gates which may date to the late 19th century. Adjacent to the 
main gates is a small, brick, one -story Queen Anne cemetery office with granite trimmings and hip and 
conical roof components. This roof is covered with slate shingles and is edged with copper. Its dormers exhibit 
Jacobethan Revival stucco and half timbering.Projecting from near the center of the roof is a well crafted, 
corbelled chimney. Just beyond the cemetery office is a small, rectangular chapel which is constructed of 
granite blocks and is enclosed by a broad, slate shingle-covered gable roof. This cemetery contains a fine 
collection of Victorian era markers and memorials, representing a variety of materials including granite, polished 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

The Cedar Grove/Richview area is comprosed of three components: a cemetery, small residential enclave and a 
large public park. This area is located in the extreme south central portion of Dorchester bordering the Neponset 
River. Historically, the settlement and development of Dorchester was a north to south enterprise with the early 
settlement beginning in the 1630s based in the Allens Plain (Pleasant Street) section. Overtime, a gradual shift to 
the south occurred as the meetinghouse was removed from East Cottage Street to Meeting House Hill in 1674. A 
further southward movement occurred in 1806 when the Second Church in Dorchester was established in Codman 
Square, while a Third Church was built at the junction of Richmond and Dorchester Avenue in Lower Mills in 
1813. All of the above church history is meant to set the stage for the creation of the Cedar Grove Cemetery at the 
extreme southern end of the town, where land was still plentiful well into the late 19th century. Dorchester had 
long since outgrown its Old North Burying Ground (1634) at Upham's Corner by the time of the Civil War. In the 
Dorchester Town Report for 1864, it was reported that “we would call the attention of the Town to the neccessity 
of furnishing additional ground for burial purposes, as the lots in the present cemeteries are all nearly taken up." 

It was not until 1868, that it was finally voted to establish a cemetery at Cedar Grove, 


In 1868 Cedar Grove's land was owned by a handful of old Dorchester families including the Bakers of chocolate 
fame, Thayers, Codmans, Prestons, Paysons, Newhalls and the Manning Brothers, early settlers from Ireland. 
Cedar Grove's land bordering the Neponset with its low- lying hills, marshland and wooded areas constituted a 
text book-perfect location for a rural garden cemetery of the type pioneered by Dr. Jacob Bigelow, General 
Dearbom and others at Mt. Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge/Watertown in the 1830's. The peace and charm of this 
place was apparent to fashionable strollers of the mid 19th century.Cedar Grove cost the town an initial outlay of 
$17,648.83. Cedar Grove was laid out by the noted Dorchester architect Luther Briggs Jr. who 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases-1794,1830,1850,1874,1884,1894,1898,1910,1918,1933 
Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

Orcutt, William D., Good Old Dorchester, 1893 

Sammarco, Anthony M.," Cedar Grovr Still Boasts Old Time Charm", 4/10/1990, Dorchester Community 
News. E 


[_] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7/9: 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DorcHesret \+ 


Property Name: Cedar Grove/Richview 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


marble, sandstone etc.Its grounds slope down to the wetlands of the Neponset River, interrupted only by the MBTA 
tracks. 


Dorchester Park , which forms the northwestern segment of this area is a roughly z-shaped , 1,324,395 square foot 
area of playing fields, wood land and tennis courts which is bordered by Dorchester Avenue and Carney Hospital on the 
west, the back lot lines of Brookvale street and MBTA property on the north and the Richview residential area on the 
east. Dorchester Park is devoid of structures, antique or otherwise and is remarkable primarily as green space which 
provides a glimpse of "unbuilt" southern Dorchester prior to the proliferation of housing in this area during the mid-late 
19th century. ' 


The Richview residential section of this area is a show case for moderate to substantial housing which exhibits 
combinations of 1890s / early1900s Queen Anne, Shingle and Colonial Revival styles along with some Craftsman 
housing dating from the 1910s. By far the most architecturally significant house in the area is 35 Richview which 
anchors the far northwest corner of this area. Situated on a rise above two sides of Dorchester Park, this Queen 
Anne/Shingle Style house is noteworthy for its encircling verandah with bowed corner segment, rustic rock- faced 
entrance bay, variety of window shapes and sash treatments and complex roof configuration of gambrel and pedimented 
gables. Other robust, well - crafted examples of the Queen Anne include the towered house at 64 Richview with its 
distinctive, "candle snufter" roof cap and ball finial and the clapboard and shingle clad house at 54 Richview with its 
highly complex form, encircling verandah with turned posts and balusters and engaged and modified corner tower--all in 
all a house with pleasing sculptural qualities and a rich sense of the important role verandahs played during warm 
weather in the late Victorian era as informal out door parlors. 50 to 68 Richview Street constitute a streetscape 
which summarizes the housing in this area. The double Queen Anne/Shingle style house at 51/53 Hillside Street 
once again testifies to the pleasing sculptural qualities inherent in some of the houses of this area. It stands with 
north-south facing end wall gables as well as an off center,fully enframed gambrel on its main facade. Its lower floors 
are dominated by a full length Tuscan - columned front porch with slat work railings. The small, compact house at 28 
Richview Street, with its rustic wood shingle covering and sweeping roof lines, represents a rather modest foray into 


_ the Shingle Style. 


The most full- blown example of the Colonial Revival style in this area is the clapboard clad 11 Richview Street, 
which together with its stable provides a glimpse of Dorchester on the eve of the Automobile Age. Here, the main facade 
is characterized by a pedimented center pavillion with encircling Ionic columned front porch. Elaborate swansneck scroll 
lintels are in evidence on the first floor windows. This house's edges are accented by fluted ionic pilasters. The 
southeast wall exhibits a bowed segment. This house is enclosed by a hip roof with pairs of pedimented dormers on the 
side slopes. Other noteworthy example of the Colonial Revival style is the boxy, hip roofed house at 60 Richview 
Street and the nearly 4-square 63 Richview Street (note unusually wide Doric pilasters on enclosed front porch and 
windows with lattice work sash.) 


Craftsman style houses in this enclave represent a second wave of construction in this area that occurred during the 
1910's. Good examples of Craftsman houses exhibiting compact, rectangular forms, rubble stone basements, low 
slung gable roofs with exposed rafters etc. include 33 and 45 Hillsdale Street and 28 and 69 Richview 


Street. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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NVENTORY FORM CONTINU ON SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoRCnEsTe & EH 


Property Name: Codman Square 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continucd below. 


Historical Narrative 

The handsome Georgian Revival branch library building at Codman Square was part of a large public effort made at 
the time to provide additional branch library facilities and reading rooms to the city's quickly expanding outlying 
areas. This particular municipal structure however, when opened in 1905, was the first to devote its total space (except 
the basement) to a library purpose.Oniginally known as a reading room, it was formally sanctioned a branch library in 
1914 and given additional hours of operation. The basement level, intially used as a ward room for the city, has 
housed public health services since the 1930's. Since the 1980's, this building has been entirely given over to health 
Services. 


During the first two decades of the twentieth century, Codman Square's status as a commercial center was reinforced 
by the construction of three story commercial/residential blocks at 316-324 and 329-339 Talbot Ave. The 
former, is a V-shaped masonry Georgian Revival structure that was designed by Boston architect Samuel S. Levy in 
1913. The latter, was built in 1903 by Henry J. Preston who was active in New England building trades from 
1865-1912. He is credited with the design of the Coos County court House in Lancaster, N.H. (1886-87) and other 
Boston area commercial and residential structures. 329-339 Talbot Avenue ,although no where near as fine as 
the design of the Lithgow Buildings, is nevertheless a real "place maker" building, by virtue of its broad, curved, 
planar facade which presides over the Norfolk Street and Talbot Avenue intersection at a point where the land slopes 
down and westward from Washington Street. Also dating from this period is the Georgian Revival extension of the 
Lithgow Building at 622-628 Washington Street which was extant by 1918. 


During the 1920's,30's and 40's, the Codman Square area continued to expand as a commercial and retail district, 
especially along Washington Street, with a number of one and two story Art Decco and Classical Revival derived 
structures built for the burdgeoning automobile owner trade dunng this period. Exhibiting Art Decco suface 
omamentation on cast stone main facades include the c.1930 336-344 Talbot Ave. and The W.T. Grant Co. 
building at 585 Washington Street (built in 1927 and redesigned in 1940).These commercial buildings were both 
designed by the seemingly prolific Boston architectural firm of Eisenberg and Feer. 


Codman Square commercial buildings of the 1920's exhibiting modest Classical Revival detailing include stuctures 
include 641-649 Washington street and 651-659 Washington Street. The former blends Classical Revival design with 
Tapestry Brick surface treatments.By 1930, 641-649 Washington Street housed Samuel Nye's Dry Goods 
Store, Raymond and Joe's Fruit , Ella F. Mill's Restaurant, John Pascarello's barber shop and Samuel Kessler's 
Cigars.Next door to 641-649 Washington Street was the Codman Square Theatre which was built during the 
1910's and defunct by the 1950's. Another commercial property of the 1920's blending the Classical Revival with 
Tapestry Brick is 640-642 Washington Street which originally contained the United Provisions Company. 


After the Second World War, the Codman Square area's long era of growth and prosperity gradually came to a close. 
By the late 1960's and early 1970's, building abandonment and vacancy, as well as a decline in the retail business had 
become a chronic situation. During the 1980's, and continuing to the present time, a heartening trend of rehabilitation 
and restoration of certain key landmark buildings in the Codman Square area has been eveident. The Lithgow 
Building and abutting residential development has been treated to a sensitive rehabilitation. The securing of the former 
Dorchester High School as residences has ensured the building's survival. Additionally, the Codman Square library 
building has been adapted for reuse as the cCOdman Square Health Center. Additionally, storefront churches such as 
the Glad Tidings Pentecostal Assembly (640-642 Washington Street) and Iglesia de Dios Church (675 Washington 
Street ) have, in recent years, continued Codman Square's long history as a center for nurturing the spiritual life of the 
community which dates back to the founding of the Second Church in 1806. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Do Rene STE revi; 


Property Name: Cedar Grove/Richview 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative Continued 


had laid out street grids in Commercial Point, Harrison Square and Port Norfolk. Cedar Grove was fortuitously 
established on the eve of Dorchester's annexation to Boston on January 3, 1870. Henceforth, housing, industrial and 
commercial development would accelerate in south Dorchester and assembling the tracts necessary to create a new 
cemetery would have been difficult and costs prohibitive. 


Turning to the development called Richview for the purposes of this study, it is time to consider a discrete residential 
enclave of moderate to substantial residences which enjoys the benefits of being surrounded by ample green space and 
having excellent access to public transportation. 


This area's small residential enclave was part of the old John Preston farm which dated back to at least 1850 . The 
Preston farm house is still extant at # 1001 Adams Street but has been altered by the application of vinyl siding and does 
not readily fall within the recommended boundaries of this area. By the 1860's this farm was owned by Persis Preston. 
By c.1890, real estate developer J. Frank Howland owned six vacant lots in the area that would contain Richview and 
Hillside Street. This enclave off Adams Street would be built up with moderate to substantial housing around the turn- 
of- the -century. The small street system was set out c.1890. A solid middle/upper middle class put down roots here in 
the 1890's and early 1900's. A sampling taken from business directories of early homeowners reveals that ; Charles F. 
Archer , druggist lived at 5 Richview, comer of Hillside by 1894, J. Frank Howland the principle developer of this 
area owned 64 and 68 Richview by 1894; with a William B. Brook Jr. owning #50 Richview by 1898. 
Additionally, a later Craftsman Style house at #69 Richview was owned by Richard L. Applegate, plasterer, by 
1918. John Stuart Ring, auditor owned #28 Richview, another Craftsman style house during the 1920's. The double 
house at 51 and 53 Hillside was not built until as late as c.1915 and its residents included Fiodor Szum, an 
employee of K & S Lunch and Joseph J. Thomas , Linotype operator. 


Richview / Hillside was surrounded on two sides by Dorchester Park which stretches westward to Dorchester Avenue 


and Carney Hospital and was set out c.1885-1893 . Encompassing 1,324,395 square feet, it provides a glimpse of the 
Preston Farm before late 19th century development. 


Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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MHC # Street Date Historic Name/ Bidg. Type Style, Materials, Form 
poms | Ge | Hee ne Ape ee leat: belo thet 
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FORM A- AREA 


lON- IZE 


Massachusctts Historical Commission 3N-(ZE 


80 Boylston Strect 
Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll a 2 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion pe is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north, 


Assessor's Sheets 


USGS Quad Area} etter orm Numbers in Area 
Boston 
EL 
Town Dorchester 


Place(neighborhood or village) Dorchester 


Name of Area Lower Mills West 


Present Use residential 


Construction Dates or Period c. 1780-1920 


Overall Condition fair- 200d 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Vacant lots along 


River Street, site of factories, church + fire station 


Acreage 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) May, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
Despite alterations to form and fabric,t he dissapearance of historic structures along major thoroughfares and 
the addition of a modern suburban subdivision (1.e.) Caddy Road, Lower Mills West retains the visual image of 
an carly-mid 19th century industnal village. The boundaries of Lower Mills West area more or less adhere to 
the inhabited extent of this area shown on the 1850 map of Dorchester. The bulk or two thirds of this area's 
historic resources are located southwest of Morton Street. The remaining third is located east of Morton street 
bordering Washington Strect in a linear configuration between Grant Place and Valley Road and along 
Washington Street between Richmond and River streets. For the purposes of this survey, the Lower Mills West 
boundarics are as follows: on the north the boundary is runs between 190 Manchester Street and Idaho Strect 
t as well as by the back lot lines of 49-63 Sanford Strect. The northern boundary then jogs northward to 
Temple Place, across Temple and Morton streets and turns northward again to include 1023 to 1075 
Washington Street . The eastern boundary follows the back lot lines of buildings bordering the east side of 
Washington Street between 1008 and 1070 Washington Street and also includes #12 Rugdale Road and 18-38 
Avondale Street . This area does not include the node of modem buildings (and a parking lot) on the north and 
north east side of the Morton / Washington / Richmond intersection. South of this intersection, this area's 
eastern boundary resumes to include the section of Washington Street between the former Blue Hills Bank 
(1871) and 1126 Washington Street. The southern boundary commences at the side lot line of 1133 
Washington Street , jogs around a parking area and extends south to include 13 and 15 River Street. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

The residential area of Lower Mill West has significant historical associations with industries operating along the 
Dorchester and Milton shores of the Neponset River from ca. 1780-1900. This area deserves the kind of in depth 
research that is beyond the scope of a cultural resources survey. Many of its surviving structures have sustained 
extensive alterations and modemizations overtime and it may well be that that there are more buildings still 
standing from ca.1780-1830, than those that have already been identified. River Street , the oldest thoroughfare in 
the area, had been a Native American trail centuries before English settlement. Washington Street, a north-south 
thoroughfare linking Milton/Dorchester Lower Mills with Roxbury was in place by the mid 17th century. Lower 
Mills' identity as a manufacturing district had already emerged by the close of the eighteenth century. By 1830, 
Lower Mills was the most densely settled area in the town of Dorchester. A cursory investigation of deeds for 
housing in this area indicates that a number of dwellings at Lower Mills were built during the 1840s and SOs. At 
the present time, this area is almost exclusively residential in terms of surviving structures. It is important to keep 
in mind, however, that from the late 18th -century until at least the mid-19th -century, this was a diverse area of 
industrial/commercial buildings as well as residences. The inset showing Lower Mills on the 1850 Map of 
Dorchester and Milton shows streets like Washington, Old Morton, Temple and Sanford streets lined with planing 
mills, cabinet shops, and stores as well as residences. Before considering individual houses representative of 
various phases of this area's development, the industrial history of Lower Mills should be briefly set forth. 
(continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Maps/A tlases-1830,1850, 1874,1884, 1894, 1898,1910, 1918 and 1933; Boston Directories; Norfolk Deeds 
Pollan, Rosalind, "Lower Mills Study Report", 1979, BLC files 

Orcutt, William Dana, Good Old Dorchester, 1893 

Sammarco,Anthony M.,"Lower Mills square named after chocolate company owner, mayor",, 4/20/1990; 
Dorchester Lower Mills: "From Unquety to birthplace of the Industrial Revolution" ; "First Irish Immigrants 
to Dorchester worked in Lower Mills factories, met some resistence", 3/4/1994 Dorchester Community 
News-20 January, 1995 

Various authors, The Dorchester Book Illustrated, 1899 


[_] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Fon. 7/92 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DORCHESTER ice 


Property Name: Lower Mills West 


Indicate cach-item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description 


Continuing southward along Washington Street are Greek Revival houses that are decidedly more stylish and 
substantial than the smaller and less ornate versions located west of Washington Street. Lower Washington Street's 
houses proclaim the importance of this thoroughfare, just before it reaches the commercial/industnial district at Pierce 
Square. 


Substantial housing along this major artery includes the Federal/Greek Revival transitional house at 1127/1129 
Washington Street-basically a 5-bay x 2-bay main block with rear ell and an unusual monitor roof (presumably a 
later addtion). Also noteworthy is the L-shaped hip roofed Federal house next door at 1133 Washington street 
and the altered (by vinyl siding) Greek Revival, L-shaped houses with narrow, end wall gables sited perpendicular 
to the street at 1120 and 1126 Washington Street. 


Turning to the district west of lower Washington are streets, lanes, ways, and cul de sacs which to a remarkable 
degree capture the flavor of an early-mid 19th century mill village. Streets such as Old Morton, Temple and 
Sanford Streets and toa slightly lesser degree, Cedar, Sturbridge and Idaho Streets are lined with modest 
Federal, Greek Revival , Carpenter Gothic and Italianate houses which in many cases have sustained alterations to 
form , fabric and fenestration, although the siting remains intact. In terms of form, houses tend to be rectangular, 
L-shaped, T-shaped or cross-shaped. The area around the interection of Temple and Sanford Street is particularly 
rich in well-preserved housing dating from the first half of the 19th century. In this area within the larger Lower 
Mills West area is the type of authentic feeling that living history museums strive for in order to capture the authentic 
siting, scale, form, overall ambiance etc. This residential district is too important to allow to casually continue to 
devolve in terms of modernizations, further commercial inroads along River Street, installation of more parking 
facillities etc. Much more time needs to be allotted to the study of this area than what has been budgeted for within the 
parameters of this survey project. 


Briefly, highlights of this area include the Federal/ Greek Revival house at #17 Temple Street. Built ca. 1830 as 
the rectory of the Village Church (demolished) this residence is composed of a boxy 5-bay, double pile main block 
and rear ell which are sited perpendicular and parallel to the street, respectively. Its center entry is marked by an 
enclosed, pedimented and projecting porch ; the front door is flanked by narrow sidelights and Donic pilasters. This 
house has an extensive rear wing with an open porch noteworthy for its square Doric posts. It stands with its main 
block's narrow end wall to the street and faces a still-ample side garden. This siting speaks to the typically Federal 
tendency to position a house in such away that there is minimal wall contact with the street and maximum, preferably 
south-facing frontage overlooking a garden . 


#36 Temple Street is a Greek Revival house that retains its deep set back from the street. Granite posts mark the 
entrance to the old carriage way. Essentially T-shaped in form, its 3-bay main facade culminates in a pedimented 
attic. The front porch with its champfered posts strikes an Italianate note. 50 Temple Street is a double, 5-bay , 
double pile, late Federal house with paired entrances set within a scroll bracketed door hood. Windows are fully 
enframed and contain 6/6 wood sash.This house is enclosed by a shallow gable roof with small return eaves. 


“etinnanones) ) 
NATO HINT 


Ce sat Oh on 8 


nol iil a9 sani eMoqor4 | 


teeta es | 


VORAUANEY D191 


wt 


NO ae A en et pe 


—— a 


" noted Hountiney gaiiad 4s doy: gp os 


tat 


bist. Sevi2 mom 7ibehes® oth uot) obewwl levi don sig teonic ma 
Wigeds nonnitea wel Jsove AOolgninee WW Wo Jeovt bola) BATE? Sar 
(HER is onjeib ieoteshaiiermnainaco wil aioe fi soled jeu, owatdreodt at 


7 | ‘ “8 


ec 
7 
: 


on 
Af 


VSL PEI le ceuod benoiiansd lnveed, ao saint OAT #ODUTont Woks 10/610 
oeidun muiestg) lect totirom favaony ax ben The amet (liry doold oigie YwdS x yad-c sy 
162°) je notanides eW 611 6 wob lee Soe flesbs't { belo | 


’ ed * 
o e+. Slit 


fate heexnieg boliz asides Uew bre .wonne my eed cqede-T devereAl Ado (sr 
yerer3 nejamitize ¥ aft i 
sided mara: 6 of doirtw ese 6b ino hem aya 2ortel siocie oie W .2ewol Woh 
boa alepit 3 notwn bt 2s rue aise? ovellie Nim cringe ais bint 1 


saeanea icy Lonibom esas ofeht Gan sabia cute sabe? sinieb tse! var (to cde 
Of anonmroiis bonisie ave assem viene nu doulw eset 4) ennittatt bas oution) whasyu 


satus v1 add o bow aetned samo} lo tone cl tosis atapiygh gerivie cts figuoriie pas 

oT te nooknawn ott bayauape edT a ' 

‘Varies 21 at lo art geal) elbmion garied ariauoyt & 
Sileediuc lo 


qhatuoitwe vi nave trolasé bas sh 
VIO. i yoy! ot nibrw som outs 9 
Gres] vs cuueprs of too mi Wo) ov hte em ene Yolen griivil 
oO} subline yileueso of wolls ot Inehoquni ool.a Jonmil leit 
ancien o1ont to neietaken toons myviy aboot te 

ats evithnivs 101 butogbud mod eat sent eames) vcore a0: ‘hs chute ols ath 


5 OFF “gyata®: hownia sg 
“eel nie slicer shefizats ,vaade® youn us Tey tren AAD BA pre 
‘pas ¢d bostanert 2h pains 1MIS9 ne fing ree oll oo 
eid T .oesteslig oho tear etelgttabia wre utes ¢e1 boatinel) «i100 a 
pun cht sbew eboate 1) aang 9000 ait ee oN OT Fe 
ListobeFl vibes? silt ot enteaepe genie f 
cele oFD cee sam a au Hii Joraneo er 


Ph is seven Laverost Aco 


‘ 
; ea | 


oth sins tnon swine lh 
Golo 5 ni cnrtiee 
Gebel Ay oem ge 


hai: awobaiW bor ‘Sect & 


int i aoe, 
rete 
s¢ 7 


dh som sod 
ye 


nr am 
fo} 


is 
a4 r4 @ 


bocyTe 


iwwr 


2a Vell 


bie Fynit vo) be 


a on besa ic 


TERR Motrausiiwo2 90%. pnoTHayy 


20 TACUHDARZAM 
feryinee ol) WO aii 


“<7 
778) 


o mote dose Sian | 
i i yee iavelootinowsA 
= cr > 


ab une Gotan 


“1 sin wit pens! a 


oe of) saison 


eprint 
jane soe n0 
srmotont owt A Ae 


who s Fa 
aaa rae 
tua OfT! 


ov yortaib 
4 wowed} rae 


INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DorceneEsTer oo By 


Property Name: Lower Mills West 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural description continued 


This area's southern boundary follows an irregular path along both sides of River Street, excluding parking lots, 
vacant house lots and undistinguished modem commercial structures. River Street has suffered serious structural 
losses and alterations to its existing historic resources over time.No longer extant are the old wooden factories and 
shops that once lined parts of this street as well as the Village Church which stood at the corner of Temple and River 
Streets. Nevertheless the south side of this thoroughfare, between #'s 38 and 58 River Street, with its housing dating 
from the mid 18th-mid 19th century , old stone walls, ample lawns and mature trees still manages to capture the 
flavor of an old, pre-Civil War river road in an industrial community. The westem boundary of this area follows the 
back lot lines of housing bordering Idaho Street between River Street and Manchester Street. 


Considering this area from east to west, Washington Steet, between Valley Road and Grant Place retains the feeling 
and appearance of an "approach to"- or "the out skirts of "-a village that will become ever more built up as one nears 
the Neponset River and the industrial core of the area. In other words, this section of Washington Street represents 
the outer limits of what was comfortable walking distance from the old 18th and 19th century factories and 

businesses that bordered the river to residential quarters on the fringes of the main settlement. Along this stretch of 
Washington Street is a highly varied collection of historic structures. The highlights of this major traffic artery 
include: 1) a c.late 18th century farm house at 1027 Washington Street (asphalt shingle clad, L-shaped , 5-bay x 
2-bay main block with rubble stone foundation, center entrance flanked by pilasters and surmounted by a modillion 
block -edged Georgian pediment). Its overall condition is poor. This building 's front yard is enclosed by a rubble 
stone retaining wall . 2) a quartet of L-shaped , end wall -gable -to -street Italianate houses at 1020, 1028, 1030 
and 1040 Washington Street.(also note the L-shaped Italianate cottage at 12 Rugdale Road). 3) The 
substantial, L-shaped residence at 1061-1063 Washington Street provides fascinating structural clues to its 
evolution. It ranks among the most architecturally significant buildings in the Lower Mills West area but may well 
contain earlier components. Its 7-bay x 4-bay main block appears to have started out as a Federal, hip roofed 5-bay x 
2-bay house (northern portion) which later recieved a 2-bay x 4-bay Greek Revival addition to its original main 

block. Located at the southern end of this building, this addition is enclosed by a flush board -covered and 
pedimented attic. The entire length of its main facade's first floor exhibits flush boarding. Additionally, an encircling 
verandah composed of square Italianate porch posts rise from the ground rather than a wooden platform. Its upper 
floors are clad with clapboards. In general, its windows exhibit raised wooden surrounds and contain 6/6 wood sash. 
Its multi- panel front door appears to date to the early 19th century and it is flanked by sidelights with leaded glass and 
is topped by a transom. Granite gate posts are located in front of the house. 4) Across the street at # 1070 
Washington Street is a Federal/Greek Revival house composed of a S-bay x 2-bay main block and a rear ell. The 
main block is enclosed by a gable roof. At the center of the main facade are paired entrances with side lights and 
rectangular transoms above the doors. Together with its high rubble stone retaining wall and picket fence, this house 
provides a glimpse of Lower Mills before street widenings, parking lots, insensitive alterations to structural fabric, 
modern infill structures, etc. robbed the area of some of its unique early 19th century factory village charms. 


Continuing southward through a section of Washington Street that suffers from several of the above mentioned 
problems, this area once again takes in Washington Street and the highlights of this thorough fare continue with the 
former Blue Hills Bank Building at the northeast comer of Richmond and Washington Streets. This 
former bank and library is one of the few brick buildings in this area. Although not a large structure, it is a true, 
"place making" building by virtue of its siting on a comer lot as well as its masonry materials. Built in 1871, this 
building is difficult to categorize stylistically . 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 


DoRceH esTe fe = 


Property Name: Lower Mills West 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 

I]lustrating a good example of a hybnd Greck Revival / Italianate house is 36 Old Morton Street “hic: stands 
with 3-bay pedimented gable facing the street. Essentially, L-shaped in form, this house 's edges are -nsp. vy accented 
by wide and panelled Donc comer boards. This house appears to have a side hall interior plan. Its m:n er:trance is 
approached via a flight of well-worn granite steps and is flanked by narrow, multi pane sidelights. T7e us of brackets 
to enliven the encircling verandah and pedimented attic are truly noteworthy features. The verandah 2 so features 
Italinate posts with open panels . Spanning the space between posts are ogee arches of a type seen Qcvasicmally in 
Lower Mills East and West (i.e. 1056 Adams Street). Also noteworthy is 52 Old Morton Street th rs 3-bay x 
4-bay main block.Standing with gable end to the street (return eaves and arched attic window) its edg:s are accented 
by Greek Revival Doric pilasters. Tall, typically Greek Revival windows with 6/9 wood sash open 0-10 2 front porch 
with square,probably replacement posts.. 


Multi- family workers housing is situated here and there in this area but never in great concentrations. God, 
relatively intact examples include Italianate workers housing (with rear ells, bracketed door hoods)at 38,40.42 and 
44 Sanford Street; 8,10, 12,14 Temple Street,and 23,25,27 Cedar Street. 


Double houses with a bit more style and substance are located along northern Cedar Street at 58/60. 22/30 and 
55/57 Cedar Street. These 2.5 story Greek Revival / Italianate dwellings stand with 6-bay facades facung the 
street and exhibit broad end wall gables with return eaves. 


Idaho Street, the western most street in this area, is lined with later front gable Queen Anne single- acd two- famuly 
houses as well as three- deckers which tend to be restrained, porchless and very vernacular unlike hovsinz of this 
type in neighborhoods elsewhere in Dorchester. 


Atypical housing for this area is the large Queen Anne/Shingle Style house at 63 Sanford Street. ~his wooden. 
shingle-clad house exhibits an unusual design. Rising from the center of the main facade's broad enc wall gable is a 
bowed oriel which is surmounted by a polygonal , pyramidally capped component which imparts a te*ered look to 
the front of this house. The main facade features a front porch with round and segmental archs whick spnmg from 
Tuscan columns.This house nses 2.5 stories and possseses assymetrical massing which may incorpo-te an earlier 
5-bay , double pile Federal house which now serves as a rear wing. Next door at 59 Sanford Street is an 
interesting commercial survivor from the 1920s which started out in the teens as a wooden store. It w2s operated as a 
"Mom and Pop " grocery store by Leon and Marie Manfredi. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
“DORCHESTER. Sen 
Property Name: Lower Mills West 


indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


The first water powered mill in New England was built by Israel Stoughton at Dorchester Lower Mills in 1634. 
Stoughton built a dam and a grist mill which supplied both the Puritans of the Massachusetts Bay Colony and the 
Pilgnms of Pivmouth with ground corn or maise as it was called. 


During King Phillip's Indian Wars, the manufacture of gun powder at Lower Mills was attempted in 1675. This was 
the first powder mill in the country. The first paper-mill in America commenced operations at Lower Mills in 1750 
dy Thomas Hancock and others, of Boston. This venture was not a success but was profitably revived in 1760 as 
the Boies and Mc Lean Paper Mill. More important for the long term prosperity of this area was the establishment of a 
chocolate manufactury on the Dorchester shores of the Neponset River in 1765 by Dr. James Baker of Dorchester and 
James Hannon. The latter was a penniless Irish immigrant, who was a chocolate-maker by trade. The company that 
evolved from this partnership was officially incorporated as "Baker's Chocolate" in 1780. 


Between 1770 and 1830, residential development was concentrated along the arms of the village's early roads and 2 
stretch of impressive houses lined Washington Street from River Street to the foot of Codman Hill. In 1805, the 
South Boston Tumpike (Dorchester Avenue ) was added to the area's street system. By 1830, industrial activity at 
Lower Mills included a cluster of paper, chocolate, grist and fulling mills at the upper and lower dams. 


The earliest extant housing at Dorchester Lower Mills dates to the late eighteenth century, the ime when 
chocolate-making was first becomming established as a local industry. The Tileston House at 13 River Street 
was built ca. 1770 and ranks among the oldest houses in the Lower Mills West area.Although altered by vinyl siding, 
this house's distinctive 5-bay, 2-pile, gambrel roof form provides clues to its early origins. During the 19th century. 
this building was owned and occupied by Charles Tileston whose stove, heating, and plumbing store was next door 
on the very busy corner of River and Washington Streets. Another c. 1770's residence, disguised by Greek Revival 
additions, is the Haynes House at 1126 Washington Street, now the Milton Funeral Home. It is named for 
Geofge Haynes who lived here during the mid to late- 19th- century . Haynes owned at least three other buildings 
near the intersection of Washington and River Streets, including the George Haynes and Sons Stove Store. 


Across the street at 1133 Washington Street (ca. 1800) was the home of Henry L. Pierce (1825-1896). Mr. 
Pierce was the manager and eventual owner of The Baker Chocolate Company. Pierce's parents, Jessie and Elizabeth 
Lillie Pierce sold their farm in Stoughton and purchased 1113 Washington Street in 1849. Jesse Pierce taught at 
Milton Academy and later served in the Massachusetts House of Representatives. At the time the Pierces purchased 
this house, their sons Edward and Henry L. were students at Brown University and the Bridgewater Normal School, 
respectively. Walter Baker, the owner of the Baker Chocolate Company was a relative of Henry L. Pierce's mother. 
Baker hired Henry to work as a clerk in his company for a salary of $3.00 per week. By 1860 Pierce had purchased 
the mill of the nval "Preston Chocolate Company" . Under Pierce, the Baker complex ultimately expanded from three 
buildings to thirteen. According to Dorchester historian Anthony Sammarco, "it was so extensive that Lower Mills 
became known as Chocolate Village". Henry L. Pierce was elected to the Massachusetts House of representatives 
during the 1860's. After Dorchester was annexed to the city in 1870, Pierce was nominated and elected mayor of 
Boston, serving from 1872 to 1877. Henry L. Pierce died at 1133 Washington Street in 1896. By the time of his 
death, Pierce had increased the company's annual income 40-fold from the time he started as a manager in 1854. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DORCHESTER & I 


Property Name: Lower Mills West 


Indicate each item on inventexy form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


The Joshua Pierce House at 1027 Washington Street may be the oldest of the Federal houses on Washington 
Street, possibly dating to the 1790s. When originally built, this house was situated on the outskirts of town, 
surrounded by extensive farm land. By 1850, it was still occupied by Mrs Joshua Pierce. During the late 19th 
century, Walter H. Pierce, clerk lived here. By the early 1930s, Clarence J. Power lived here along with John and 
Frank D. Sheils . 


One measure of the growth of the Lower Mills section of Dorchester during the early 19th century was the 
establishment of churches.The Third Religious Society ( Unitarian) was established at Lower Mills in 1813 ina 
building which still stands at 1111/1113 Washington Street. After 1840, it was converted into Richmond Hall, 
a meeting hall where Congressman Abraham Lincoln gave a speech in 1848. By the 1860s, it had been converted into 
a double residence and currently bears little resemblance to a house of worship. By 1874, it was owned by George A. 
Haynes of George A. Haynes & Co. cotton buyers, 131 Devonshire Street, Boston. This house remained in the 
Haynes family until c.1890 when it was purchased by Charlotte Morgan. By the early 1930s, its occupants included 
Henry A. Barry of the Enterpnse Paint Company in 1111 and Joseph T. Maloney, salesman at 1113. 


After vacating 1111 / 1113 Washington Street, The Third Religious Society moved into a beautiful Greek Revival 
church that was designed by the distinguished and influential architect Asher Benjamin. This church faced Richmond 
Street, near Dorchester Avenue until 1t was torn down in the early 1960s to accomadate a conveinence store and 
parking lot. Richmond Street, between Dorchester Avenue and Washington Street was set out at the time of the 
Benjamin -designed church's construction and was named for Rev. Edward Richmond, the Society's first minister. 


The First Church, Methodist Episcopal , was established on Washington Street, just north of Richmond Street in 
1816. Although this church is no longer standing, the house where its first services were held stands at 1066 
Washington Street. Built c.1805, this house ranks among the oldest structures at Lower Mills. It was evidently 
built for Abel Wheelock "of Boston , gentleman", who purchased this house's land from noted furniture-make 
Stephen Badlam in 1805. Anthony Otherman, a Frenchman, bought this house for $2000.00 in 1815. As late as the 
1890s Dorchester seinor citizens remembered Otherman as "being one of the last to put aside the old-fashioned dress, 
consisting of the cocked hat and short clothes." He opened his home for Methodist worship, later coverting a 
carpenter shop on his property into a chapel in 1818. This chapel was replaced by a larger edifice in 1829, and yet 
again by another church building in 1874 (demolished). In any event, it should be noted that Otherman sold 1066 
Washington Street to cabinet maker Edward Hutchinson Robbins Ruggles in 1833 for #2,200.00. At the time of 
this transaction, Washington Steet was still called "the Upper Road from Milton Bridge". In 1846, Ruggles sold 
1066 Washington Street to another cabinet maker, George P. Oliver who paid Ruggles $1,550 for "a parcel of land 
with a dwelling house known as the Otherman House". By 1860, when Oliver sold this house, he was working as a 
piano forte manufacturer and living in Burlington, MA; a change of address which may reflect small cabinet-making 
operations succumbing to the competition of large, mechanized Boston -area furniture making enterprises by the time 
of the Civil War. Oliver sold this house for $2,000.00 to Dorchester housewright William H. Fairfield.Fairfield, 
listed as a "sawyer" during the 1870s lived here until well into the late 19th century. By the early 1930s, Edward P. 
Carpenter, wool sorter and John H. Casey, carpenter, lived here. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoRcH EsTElra ExT 


Property Name: Lower Mills West 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


In 1829, the Village Church was built at the corner of River and Temple streets. This Congregational church was an 
off -shoot of the Second Church at Codman Square and, unlike the Third Religious Society, was closely allied with 
the Orthodox Congregationalism of Dr. Codman. Although this church has been demolished, the c. 1830 rectory of 
its first minister, Rev. David Sanford, is still extant at 19 Temple Street . By 1850 it was owned by an F. Temple 
and in 1874, Ai Page, pedler, lived here. This Late Federal house passed from Page to Walter F. Cushing during the 
mid-1890s. During the Depression, it was inhabited by Mrs. Annie E. Dillon, widow of Patrick, and Patrick Mc 
Bnide. 


Between 1830 and 1850, the residential community of Dorchester Lower Mills increased considerably. Several new 
streets bounded by Washington and River were cut through loosely forming a grid including Neponset Street (now 
Old Morton ), Church Street (now Temple Street), and Sanford and Cedar Streets. Cul de sacs cut through in the 
1850's later became Monson and Sturbridge Streets. Feeding directly into Old Morton, Forest Hills Avenue (today's 
Morton Street) was laid out between 1850 and 1858 and was constructed as a major road linking Jamaica Plain, 
Mattapan and Lower Mills. 


During the 1840s and 50s, this new residential area became a community of furniture and building trades workers 
who operated shops behind or alongside their houses . Some of these residents were employed in the larger cabinet 
and carpentry shops along Sanford and Washington streets. As early as 1798, Benjamin Crehore of Milton, designer 
of theatre set machinery, manufactured the first bass viol in the country at Milton Lower Mills. Additionally, the first 
piano in America was produced by Crehore in Milton as well as the first artificial leg ever made in this country. 
Crehore's brother Thomas also figured prominently in the annals of early 19th century industrial history at Lower 
Mills. He is best known for his partnership with Jabaz Ford in the first playing card manufactory in the United 
States. This playing card factory (demolished) was located on the Dorchester side of the Neponset on River Street in 
the vicinity of Temple Street. Also located on River Street was the extensive cabinet shop of Stephen Badlam 
(1751-1815) who was turning out exquisite pieces of furniture at Dorchester Lower Mills by 1790.He was a skillful 
cabinetmaker who also produced cases for tallclocks for the great Willard clockmakers of Roxbury. The residence of 
one of Badlam's most prolific apprentices, Edward Hutchinson Robbins Ruggles is still extant at 1061/1063 
Washington Street. Built ca. 1800, Ruggles owned this house from the 1830s to the 1880s. Undoubtedly this 
house was furnished with examples of the nch Empire mahogony veneer furniture for which Ruggles was widely 
known. Additionally, Ruggles was a prominent Lower Mills businessman, Representative to the General Court and 
owner of extensive Dorchester real estate. 


During the early 1850s, Ruggles was the developer of Rugdale Street, then a cul -de- sac off of Washington Street 
called Ruggles Street. Built in 1853, 12 Rugdale Street's lot was sold by Ruggles to Benjamin W. Adams, 
cabinet maker for $626.00 (Norfolk Deeds, Vol.220, pg.274). 


For many years, Ruggles was a town selectman and director of both the Dorchester and Milton Branch Railroad and 
the Dorchester Mutual Fire Insurance Company. 1061/1063 Washington Street was owned by the Morse heirs until 
the mid-1890s. From the late 1890s until the early 1900s, this house was owned by Frederick S. Morse. By the 
early 1930s, Francis L. Murdock, truckman, resided here. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Dorchester S 


Property Name Lower Mills West 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 
Historical Narrative continued 


By the late 1850s, the streets of this neighborhood were !:ned with houses, sheds and stores for carpentry and 
cabinet-making; some of these shops may survive ir the guise of ells or wings of houses. At this time Lower Mills 
was a major cabinet-making district within the town: half of the cabinetmakers listed in the 1850 Dorchester business 
directory lived and worked in Lower Mills. 


Dating from this early phase of Lower Mills West's cevelopment is the c.1845, Greek Revival house at 36 Temple 
Street. Evidently representative of the work of Samuel H. Paine, carpenter, this property was sold to Paine and his 
wife Margaret Susannah Paine in May, 1845. Althovzh buildings are not mentioned in this deed, (Norfolk Deeds 
Vol. 142, pg.118 and Vol.155, pg. 150) the sale pnice of $3,000.00 suggests that Paine had already built this house. 
References to a deed dated July 4, 1843 indicate that Philo Sanford sold this land to Zachariah Cain , laborer, who in 
tur sold it to the Paines. Two years later, the Paines sold this land "with dwelling house and shop" for $2,000.00 to 
Ezra Hibbard of Dorchester, cabinet maker. Ezra Hi>bard sold this property to Sylvester H. Hibbard of Dorchester, 
cabinet maker , for $3,000.00 in 1852. This house remained in Sylvester Hibbard's family until at least 1898. 

By the early 1930s, Robert A. Burgess, roofer owned this property. 


50 Temple Street , corer of Sanford Street was puilt in 1844 (Norfolk Deeds, Vol. 147, pg.216), its land was 
sold by Philo Sanford of Hallowell, Maine to George Dickerman of Dorchester, varnisher, for $125.00. Sanford 
Street is referred to in this deed as "a contemplated new street". 50 Temple Street remained in the Dickerman family 
until at least 1898. By the early 1930's, Dennis J. Drnscoll, " assistant registrar at City Hall annex" lived here. It 
should be noted that Dickerman built rental property 2: 38/40/42/44 Sanford Street. This Italianate row was 
extant by 1874 and its early residents may have been ssociated with a particular factory or store. Later owners 
included a J. Hall (1880s), Lorenzo Ripley (1890s-1°10s» and J. M. and N. H. Hansbury (late 1910s-30s). 


The Gothic Revival cottage at 71 Temple Street was burit ca. 1847 on land that already had a cabinet makers shop. 
On December 3, 1846, Henry J. Packard, cabinet maker, sold this land “together with the cabinet makers shop” to 
Robert Hall (Norfolk Deeds Vol.17, pg.284). Later cwners included Reuben F. Haley, cabinet maker (late ° 
1840s-early 1850s), Sarah Clark, widow of Paul Clark and Nathan S. Clark, cabinet maker (1854-1865) and Mrs. 
Alvah Plummer (late 19th century). By the early 193Cs. Peter Kennedy (occupation?) lived here. 


Old Morton Street, originally called Neponset Street, was called Forest Hills Street during the late 19th century. 
It was built up with houses dating to the 1840s-1860s. Built c. 1845, 31 Old Morton Street is a Greek Revival 
dwelling whose owner's name is illegible on the 1850 map. By 1874, William Melville, piano maker lived here. 
From c. 1890 until at least the early 1930's, an Alfred G. Boynton owned this property. 


The Greek Revival / Italianate 36 Old Morton Street was built during the 1840s for John J. Clapp. He was a 
Lower Mills furniture who also owned rental property :n this area, including the triple house at 23/25/27 Cedar 

| Street. By 1874 it was owned by S.L. Ruggles. From ca 1880 until the early 1900s it was the property of John P. 
Clay . By the early 1930s, its residents included Benjzmin H. Thayer, superintendant and Sylvester W. Gross, 
chocolate maker. 


AST 


i; 
{ 7 ! 3 4 = 
J ae, v 7e rh’ > «@ 
7 7 ee ee 
2 


af Yeuunnel> 
Mer < SJADINOTZIH ere tet 
polenl err ¢ 


RN 
pee iM wHe8d toma eii0 pewit 


aca — A ea i at 
welod bounctnes. onend a7 ripe wane) pxcovnl no ead ioe : 
‘bevciianed views leek 
7 4 : = r 
A, bas yuneyes Ol pete the abethey soteat iti bent: svar tyothiodngien vant to ero nie ont rile at 
iy cowetbarny er iA ee Megan to ety loony dow yew Yeas aod i lo) SHR Fae Jo ) 
seonie: ( veteednod)] (ORB! ot ah Geil teadernioeie) Win Mer caedt oinnatiw joni) oneal 
ait RIM 19.0 cohiow ie DFE 4 
n 4 : a 
sigma TY dé ts saad invipeSaier) 223i 2 ad) io ineeqolsst ea Wel vowol bo vend ches tad one 4 
aid bee saul of blce anw VRAG Pull ep nied 5 ure? hy tere ali jo ov pepe ins Dd | 
abaa dinho\) bea sain hanonness 0) sak aaget lind rigaenttA SRR el fi qd jlLensez ees 
weeod cul Jhud ybewle ber aaar tn we (MANN) EL to sy oiler oils aes ua. - ov Ome 
grote osods! , aia) danaiony of bral etl) Oo pera olet? jedi ote £63) > 7101. ere 
oO) OG OO St wl "yy le bina suey ac Mow itive bon 2int tohoe =| aed oon! viaoy 9) ab. A -istl ‘iu a 
aaeenestoC) to badd APT yodesry? oF remo emit Bios bret JH ad sodlget joawis: oooh o es | 
rye ’ ¢ me 7 a ’ 2, . 
BOAT japsties Mba yl? ews 1 eive@ ni benusrert satan CAM ay at Osea * vis 
a vrei eats 2 cop" Tat jogs (A nedokhg@ . 


2a mel Bh (? ‘Sag, Chi GoY .ebsot) J oiml4y OS ni rhs raat eutl tamase lo ram tee 
brotes? OO: 27240) podem 2ooey ett mamas) itm lieve iat. lo iat 
list abe oni bontans: wout vieyneT OR "eee Fag 28” ob 
nad bovil *xanne Usk vad te ondriuey inmiteiens * deo Lat bape phos silyl & 

“i er pinnae! entT 400782 hao} an DMASP\ODEE 4 ind aeccookerl ped 
arm vale TD gieie Bea mae “wae B ditw blero a pata aversion ua ait Be 
ot, SRORAAO D2 P oie) gnivensh |) 4 vs bees Mi Abas (O12 


arr: ane ay x 
One rots fade 8 Luxe! (laeniis gels bavet acy THT ues thd ae ole 
‘0 “code ditees Maldbo at aiencrmceogce” Bind ent ioe | i) 
ged aoa Keen caper eobet 1) stale ois toni 20 


zi Dru wh pie b2R)) thee Shall) 2 nace hese 
| soil Voosascoo) vbonnaal re 


Wa ee 

Souris 21 sie cl gee elle 3 ol beltno 2 2 
ewvalhdesid #4 he BIO 1 2hat 2 hw a PBL ods ol gnised apan 
7 ot beer esti ae pat oo s nos iiss ! zi Oma 


INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
PoRcH SSTEW Tg 


Property Name: Lower Mills West 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


52 Old Morton Street isan Italianate house built during the 1840s, presumably for John K. Wnght who is listed 
as this house's owner on the 1850 inset map of Dorchester Lower Mills. B.F. and J.A. Wnght are listed as this 
house's owners during the 1890s. By the early 1930s, Gladys and Herbert H. Hughs lived here. 


1195 Morton Street ,onginally onented towards Old Morton Street , was moved a short distance to the norheast 
when Morton Street was set out through Lower Mills during the 1910s. Built c. 1849, this Greek Revival house's 
land was purchased by Zimn Burgess, cabinet maker from Ebenezer D. Fowler for $550.00 (Norfolk Deeds, 
Vol.189, pg.74). Owned by Edward H. R. Reynolds of 1061/1063 Washington Street during the early 1850's, it 
was sold to William Gaskins, cabinet maker. Gaskins was a mortgagee to another William Gaskins, whose trade is 
listed as "silk fringe manufacturer". By c.1870, Rufus French , cabinet maker owned this property. This house was 
owned by his widow until at least 1884. By the early 1930's, Wallace P. Muir , physician and John R. Muir, foreman 
resided in this house. 


Further research is needed on 18 Sanford Street, a building that has the look of a rural Italianate grange hall that 
was, in fact, built c.1855 as American Hall and used for meetings, assemblies and entertainments. 


Development along River Street between 1830 and 1850 included a mix of commercial, industrial, institutional, and 
residential uses. Remaining from this period is the early Greek Revival house dating from c. 1830 at 58 River 
Street. Owned by the propnetors and agents of the Dorchester Cotton Company, this house was sited at a bend in 
the road on rising ground that overlooked their mills. This house was occupied by E. Baldwin, manager/agent of the 
Dorchester Cotton Company from the 1830s to the 1850s. From the 1860s until c 1895, this house was owned by 
Spencer W. Johnson, "boots and shoes". This house remained in the Johnson family until at least 1933 when it was 
occupied by Lydia D. Johnson, a teacher at the Gibert Stuart School. 


Built-much later, on land that had been owned by playing card manufacturer Thomas Crehore, is ac. 1868, Italianate 
house at 40 River Street. On January 22,1868, its land was sold for $800.00 by Mary A. Weston, daughter of 
Eunice Crehore Vincent, daughter of Thomas Crehore to John Durrell, occupation unspecified (vol. 363, pg.178). 
Durrell owned this house until the early 1900s. By 1933, Isadore J. Ochs and Frederick J. Ochs, plummer, are listed 
at this address. 


Underlining the mixed- use of River Street is the much-altered Stoughton School building at36 River street, 
used in recent years as a Knights of Columbus Hall. This institutional building was built in 1855, and was originally 
called the Washington School. A schoolhouse 1s said to have been located on River Street, at Lower Mills, as early as 
1825. By 1874, this school was called the Stoughton School after the 17th century governor and Dorchester resident. 
By the early 1890s, the school had eleven "regular instructors" and fifty-six students in the Stoughton district. 


During the 1850s and 1860s, Lower Mills West conunued to experience considerable growth as a residential 
/ community . Encouraging development of the village was the laying of iron tracks down Dorchester Avenue in 
1856-7 for horsecar lines which provided frequent and comparatively inexpensive travel between Lower Mills and 
other Dorchester centers. Although the tp lasted at least an hour, the Lower Mills commuter, for considerably less 
than rail fare, could travel on to Boston after changing horses at Field's Comer. Improvements in horsecar service 
during the sixties and seventies and the construction of the Shawmut Branch of the Old Colony Railroad further 
stimulated the growth of the village. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINU ON_SHE 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DORCHESTER Ee 
Property Name: Lower Mills West 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


One measure of the growth in population at Lower Mills was the construction of St. Gregory's Roman Catholic 
Church which is discussed at length in the Lower Mills East area. In 1847, Dorchester was still almost exclusively 
Protestant. However, by 1863, Dorchester contained a large Catholic community, made up primanly of middle class 
Insh and their families. In 1865 1,647 out of 10,717 or 20% of the residents of Dorchester were born in Ireland. In 
addition, new residential development was encouraged by the annexation of the town of Dorchester to Boston in 1870 
and by an increasing number of factory jobs in the Lower Mills area. 


By the early 1870s, Washington , Old Morton, Temple, Sanford, Monson, and Cedar Streets were extensively built 
up. West of Washington Street, Sturbridge and Monson Streets were formed from earlier cul de sacs.In general, the 
new residents between Old Morton and Cedar were locally employed furniture makers, carpenters and factory 
workers. For example, James Barrett, stone mason, moved into the Italianate house at 19 Sturbridge Street 
between 1875 and 1883. In the 1884 Boston business directory, Sturbndge Street is listed as "new street off River". 
Barrett owned this house until the early 1900s. By the early 1930s, John Lehan, chauffer lived here. Commuters who 
worked in clerical, civil service, sales and management jobs in downtown Boston lived on Richmond or Butler or on 
Adams Street in the Lower Mills East area (see MHC area form). 


Between 1865 and 1880, numerous Italianate double houses and a few multi-unit rows were built in the Lower Mills 
West area. On Cedar Street, several double houses were built as rental income properties for local businessmen and 
carpenters, presumably for mill workers.The ownership pattern that emerges is that of Yankee Protestants who have 
these houses built and live elsewhere in the area or in Milton, followed by Insh owners who may live in one of the 
units. By the 1930s these houses seem to have been occupied largely by Insh and Italian families. 


50/52 Cedar Street was built ca. 1865-70 and was originally owned by William Ripley, cabinetmaker who lived 
on Temple Street, near River Street. He owned this property until the early 1900s. By the Depression-era Anthony 
Luiselli, laborer and Ralph Delmarco (occupation?), lived at 50 and 52, respectively. 54/56 Cedar Street was built 
as late as c. 1885 and was originally owned by Bridget Mc Connell. By the early 1930s, 54 Cedar Street was 
occupied by Arthur E. Parrow, Frederick V. Pettenati and Daniel Shea.56 Cedar Street was occupied by James J. 
Collins, Wilfred Forbes and Albert E. Maitland. Built by 1874, 58/60 Cedar Street was owned by Thomas Cox, 
gardener, during the 1870's. Between c.1880 and the turn-of-the -century, this house was owned by Daniel D. 
Scott, blacksmith, who lived at "River near Cedar". By the early 1930s, this house was inhabited by Domenic De 
Naples and Marcello Balbossi, laborers in 58 and 60 Cedar Street, respectively. 


8/10/12/14 Temple Street is a wooden, 4-unit Italianate row that was built by 1874 . During the 1870s and 

_ 1880s it was owned by Milton resident J.F. Twombly, a boot and shoe dealer whose store was located on 

_ Washington Street, opposite River Street at Dorchester Lower Mills. From the 1890s until the early 1900s , John 

_ Cottle owned this row. By the early 1930s, this row was occupied by Nellie and Annie Donnelly, dressmaker (8), 
| Katherine Hunt and John A. Dorothy, laborer (10), William A. Plummer (12) and Augustus Harquist (14). 


Non - residential buildings dating from this period include the Blue Hill Bank at the comer of Washington and 

' Richmond Streets. Built in 1871, this bank rubbed elbows with the homes of some of the area's most influential 
businessmen. After the bank moved to Milton in the 1880s, the City of Boston acquired the building for use as a 
library and police station. A branch of the Boston Public Library was located in this building until the mid 1970s, 
and in more recent years housed a travel agency. Currently vacant, the former bank building awaits a new use. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoreenEes7TeR aor 


Property Name: Lower Mills West 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Set out over the Capen estate between 1885 and 1889, Idaho Street, represents 2 late adduon to Lower Mills West's 
street gnd.By the turn-of-the-century, Idaho Street was almost completely built up with front gable Queen Anne single 
family houses. 


During the last decades of the nineteenth century, furniture making continued as an :mportant local industry at Lower 
Mills. Furniture factones remaining along Sanford Street and 1n the vicinity of tod2.’s Manchester Street were owned 
by Lower Mills West residents William Norcross, Zelotes Kenney and Manley Cain. The furniture business of the 
Hutchinson family which previously operated out of stores scattered along Sanford Street and near their homes on Old 
Morton Street was consolidated into a factory on Codman Street near Dorchester Avenue. Manley W. Cain's 
operation specialized in the manufacture of tables and desks and by the 1870s was working out of the furniture 
district devleoping around Canal and Mernmac streets in the North Station secticn o: Boston as well as at Lower 
Mills. That Lower Mills West's status as an important center for furniture was on the wane by ca. 1890, is 
illustrated by the substantial Queen Anne house at 63 Sanford Street. Built ca 1885-93, this house was built on 
the site of the William Norcross Furniture factory shown on the 1874 Atlas. Norcross' Furniture Factory had 
dissapeared by 1884 with only a small rectangular wooden building shown at the back of this property. Stull in 
business next door to the east was H.B. Simpson's Saw Mill. 63 Sanford Street was standing on the former 
Norcross Furniture Factory lot by 1894. Owned by Mariann F. Rose, this house rubbed elbows with the Waterman 
Refrigerator Manufacturing Co that stood on the saw mill's lot. By 1918, Sanford Street was almost completely 
residential. By that tme Leon and Marie Manfredi owned 63 Sanford Street as weli as a small, one- story, wooden 
grocery store next door on the saw mill's former site. By 1933 the Manfredi's still o« ned 63 Sanford Street andtheir 
wooden grocery store had been replaced by the current brick commercial structure at 59 Sanford Street (vacant). 


By the 1930s, the Lower Mills area's population was largely Italian and Insh . The focus of community life continued 
to be St. Gregory's Roman Catholic Church which had been extensively rebuilt in 1895 to accomadate its rapidly 
growing congregation. Protestant denominations experienced dwindeling numbers bezween the 1930s and 1960s, as 
the old Baptist and Congregational families moved into Boston Proper or further out into the suburbs south and west 
of the city. Today, Lower Mills West is a vital, racially and ethnically mixed area within the south central portion of 
Dorchester. 
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FORM A- AREA Assessor's Sheets USGS Quad Areal xtter ‘orm Numbers in Area 


RS ue SN -1ZE Boston EJ 
Massachusctts Historical Commission 10N -10E€ SouTH 
80 Boylston Street 


Boston, Massachusetts 02116 


Town Mattapan, Massachusetts 


Place(neighborhood or village) 
Photograph 
(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) Dorchester 
Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
Fibers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left a puters Boston Sanatorium 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
to continuation sheets. 


roll dail Construction Dates or Period 1850-1935 


Overall Condition good 


Present Use institutional 


Major Intrusions and Alterations Several bldgs. 
stand vacant or are in complete ruin 


Acreage 
Sketch Map Recorded By Edward w. Gordon 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within oer ae 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual Organization _Boston Landmarks Commission _ 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- Date (month/year) eA 
lion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 


north. 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
The former Boston Sanatorium complex is located at 191-251 River Street, mid-way between Dorchester 
Lower Mills and Mattapan Square in Mattapan. Its 14 buildings are situated within a campus-like setting 
characterized by a substantial expanse of front lawn with rock out croppings, areas of moderate to dense tree 
cover ,asphalt paved parking lots as well as a meandering system of dnve ways which connect River Street with 
the various buildings of the complex.. In general the terrain is characten7ed by high ground within the northem 
and central sections of the 5] acre tract which rolls gradually southward to the flat plain bordering River Street 
and the Neponset River. Enclosing its River Street perimeter is a low stone wal]. The large gable roofed 
Italianate house at the southwestern comer of the property provides clues tw this area's origins as a residential 
estate. The gencrous amount of open space within the former Boston Sanztorium complex provides a rare 
glimpse of rural Dorchester/Mattapan before waves of house construction ransformed the area during the first 
half of the twentieth century. 


Architecturally, the buildings of the former Boston Sanatorium complex exhibit characteristics of the Italianate, 
Tudor Revival, Georgian Revival and Art Decco Styles. Extenior fabric includes wood, brick, concrete, stucco 
as well as combinations of all of these materials. Building heights vary, ranging from one and one half story 
cottages through two story dormitories to (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to she historical development of the 
community. 

Over time, the former Boston Sanatorium property evolved from a county estate into a consumptives hospital 
and sanatorium adminstrated by Boston City Hospital. Evidence of its country estate era (1856-1906) is evident in 
the substantial Italianate house at 249 River Street and its relationship tc the surrounding park-like green space 
which eventually became the campus of the Boston Sanatorium.This property provides evidence of Boston and 
Dorchester's role as a leader in the movement to provide more humane living conditiions for society's 
economically and physically disadvantaged. Additionally, this complex encompasses architecturally distinguished 
examples of institutional architecture by Boston architectural firms such as Maginnes and Walsh , French and 
Hubbard and James H. Ritchie and Associates. 


The Boston Sanatorium's beginnings lie in the construction of the large Italianate house on 4 acres of land at 249 
River Street c. 1856-1857. Long known as the Superintendant's house for the sanatorium complex, this house 
was built for Dedham merchant Joshua P. Thompson who purchased 4 acres of land along River Street from 
Aaron D. Capen, farmer on June 1,1856 for $2,000. The Thompson's owned this property for a decade, selling it 
to Tilden Ames of Marshfield for $9,000.00 on June 28,1865. An earlier mortgage deed between Thompson and 
his next door neighbor Thomas Liveridge indicates that this house was stamling by October, 1859. In any event, 
this estate was owned by various Ameses of Marshfield until May, 1869 when it was sold to Susan C. Stowell of 
Dorchester, wife of Edmund H. Stowell for $10,000.00.The Stowell's sold this property fairly quickly, selling it 
on August 25,1870 to John Conness of New York City for $12,000.00. Thus began three and a half decades of 
ownership by the well connected Conness family. Irish born John Conness was a Senator from California during 
the 1860's and by all accounts was a friend of Abraham Lincoln and , indeed, was a pall bearer at the president's 
funeral in April,1865. Further research is needed to determine why Conness moved to the east coast after the 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES’ [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston/Dorchester Maps/Atlases: 1794,1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898.1910.1918,1933 
Boston Directories: 1870-1945 

City of Boston Buildings Dept. permits: 191-249 River Street,Mattapan 

Boston Public Library Architects Files 

Interview w / Anthony M. Sammarco re: Conness family 

Annual Report of the Health Department, Sanatorium Division: 1927,1928.1929 .1930 and 1931 
Norfolk County Deeds 246: 192,259:260,296: 106,336: 195,379: 124; Suffolk Deecs 3162:161 
Tucci, Douglas Shand, Built in Boston. City and Suburb (1978) 


|] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7/92 
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VENTORY FO O N ON_SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoRenEsTEer eT, 


Property Name: Boston Sanatorium 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description-Boston Sanatorium continued 


a five story administration building. Residential enclaves border this property on three sides as well as the south side 
of River Street. The Neponset River meanders one block to the south of this complex. 


This complex may be divided into three distinct east-west "zones". The first zone is characterized by the flat expense 
of lawn - covered plain bordering River Street. Here, buildings are located on either side of a great U-shaped 
driveway which leads up to the Administration Building. The second zone represents the center of this property. Here 
institutional buildings are situated on the crest of a hill and over look the front lawn and River Street. The third zone 
represents the dormitory or ward buildings behind the administration building. This northern most zone is 
characterized by deteriorating buildings, asphalt-paved parking lots and areas of dense underbrush and tree cover. 
Listed below is an architectural description of the surviving buildings of the Conness estate/Consuptives Hospital and 
Boston Sanatorium. Reading clockwise from the south western comer of the property, these buildings are numbered 
1-13 for the purposes of this MHC Area Form. 


#1) The oldest building encompassed within this property is the large, L-shaped , two story, gable roofed residence 
at 249 River Street. This Italianate house 's 5-bay x 3-bay main block exhibits an encircling verandah with 
champfered posts and a center entrance. This building is further characterized by east-west end wall gables with 
retum eaves, octagonal bay at the east wall, trio of pedimented dormers at the main facade and corbelled brick 
chimneys. Built c.1856-57, as a residence and currently altered by the application of vinyl siding, this still- handsome 
residence provides a glimpse of River Street when it was lined with farms and country estates during the 19th 
century.For many years this house served as the residence of the Superintendant of the Consumptives Hospital, later 
Boston Sanatorium. 


#2) Located behind the Superintendant's House is a rectangular Colonial Revival wood frame cottage 

that is labeled Doctor's Residence on the 1933 Boston and Dorchester Atlas. This modest dwelling is characterized by 
vinyl and wood shingle sheathing. Enclosed by a hip and gable roof, the gable's east slope encloses a screened in 
porch. Evidently this structure was built c.1930-33. 


#3)The Administration or Foley Building is the largest building on this campus. Built in two stages (1910 and 
1928-30), this building is spead out horizontally (east-west) along the crest of a rise which slopes down to the broad 
expanse of lawn bordering River Street. This building is composed of a five story,19 - bay main block with 14-bay 
wings. It is constructed of red brick with gray cast stone tnmmings. Considerable design interest is focused on the 
main block's center entrance bay which exhibits octagonal Tudoresque piers culminating in ornamental conical caps. 
Flanking the main entrance are shallow, arched niches. The entrance bay is surmounted by a low pedimented parapet 
with ornamental cast stone panel. In general, the main facade exhibits a lively “cross-hatching" effect composed of 
horizontal cast stone courses and vertical brick piers. The windows of the uppermost floor culminate in arches which 
are flanked by spandrels containing raised foliate cast stone detail. Aside from the Tudoresque massing and center 
piers, this building's design influences nod to the Rennaissance and Classical Revival styles.This building represents 
the work of Maginnis and Walsh (main block) and James Ritchie and Associates (wings). 
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NVEN O CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
“DoecresTrert au BY 


Property Name: Boston Sanatorium 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description-Boston Sanatorium continued 


#4) Behind the Administration Building is an Art Decco building of considerable architectural interest. Constructed of 
brick and cast stone this two story brick structure appears labeled "Supply Room/Dinning Room/Kitchen/Ice 
Plant" on the 1933 Boston and Dorchester Atlas. This atlas shows the Supply Room linked to the Administration 
building by what appears to be either a brick wall or an enclosed corridor. These buildings were linked at an 
undetermined date by a nondescript moder two story brick addition. The Supply Room's west wall exhibits a low, 
towered component with squat, streamlined Art Decco massing. Particularly noteworthy are the stylized Decco 
trimmings which include a gargoyle and banding with incized fan and foliate detail. This building represents the work 
of James H. Ritchie and Associates. 


#5) Situated to the west of the Supply Room is a building labeled Ward I on the 1933 Atlas. This building and the 
nearly identical Ward E. (Bldg.#10) on the east side of the administration building evidently date to the 1910's , 
although further research is needed here. These 2-story buildings are 

long, low and rectangular in form with symmetrical 15- bay main facades. At the center of the main facades are three 
bay pavillions faced with brick which contrast with the smooth stucco covered walls of the wings. The arched first 
floor windows lend a formal appearance to these buildings imparting them with the sensibility of open loggias. The 
double second floor windows exhibit 1/1 wood sash and are set beneath deep eaves that lend a Craftsman style 
quality to buildings that would otherwise be classified as Georgian Revival. The side walls of these buildings are 
champfered and "read" as separate structural components.The entire length of these buildings are enclosed by gable 
roofs. 


#'s 6,7,8,9) Directly behind the administration are four connected Dormitory or Ward buildings which are currently 
vacant and in an advanced state of decay.These buildings are constructed of concrete and form an E-shaped 
configuration. #'s 8 and 9 were extant by as early as 1910 and are labeled Wards B and A, respectively on the 

1933 Atlas. #'s 6 and 7 were evidently built during the 1910's and 20's. #6 appears labeled Ward C on the 1933 
Atlas,while #7, which is presumabley Ward D, appears unlabled on the Atlases of the 20's and 30's. All of these 
buildings, with the exception of the four story "Ward D", are 2 stories tall. Although constructed of concrete, a 
material not often associated with academic architectural formalism, these structures, with their angled corer quoins, 
tall first floor windows, string courses, apron panels and panneled parapets manage to convey a remarkable degree of 
stateley sophistication and design interest. These structures evidently represent the work of the important Boston 
architectural firm of Maginnis and Walsh. 


Further on site study is needed to determine the existence and condition of the buildings labeled Chapel and Cottage 
Ward on the 1933 Atlas. 


#10) Ward E (see #5) 
#11) Together with the Superintendant's House (#1), this modest cottage scale wood frame stucture are the only 


survivors from this property's era as the Conness estate. Overtime there have been at least seven wooden structures in 
this area--most of them utilized as stables and storage facilities 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Doe eH Eesretea ET 


Property Name; Boston Sanatorium 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


but only three survive to the present day. This 3-bay x 2-bay cottage was built c. 1884-94 and rises two stories from a 
low rubble stone basement to a gable roof with retum eaves. A butting the rear wall is a one story lean-to. The front of 
the building exhibits an open porch with Doric posts. This building is vacant with most of its windows covered with 
boards. It would be unfortunate, indeed, to loose this historic link with the era of country estates (1850-1905) in this 
area. 


#12) The Power House isa T-shaped brick and cast stone trimmed building that was built in1908 by B.F. Carroll 
of Brookline from designs provided by Maginnis and Walsh . It was enlarged over two decades later by James H. 
Ritchie and Associates and by that time was referred to as the Boiler Room and Laundry. During the course of its 
1930 enlargement, it received Art Decco treatments, most notably banding with incized geometric detail at the parapet. 


The tall smoke stack is apparrently part of the 1930 expansion of the original Power House. 


#13) Situated behind the former Nurses Home (Bldg #14) is a one story, utilitarian brick structure built in 1931 to 
house 10 cars. 


#14) The former Nurses Home (1929) is arguably the most architecturally distinguished building in this area. 
This 3-story brick,steel, concrete and wood structure represents a felicitous blend of the Rennaissance and Classical 
Revival styles.Essentially U-shaped in form, its main (west) facade overlooks this property's great lawn and 
U-shaped driveway. The main block's 11-bay facade is recessed between two wings. Running between the flanking 
3-bay x 5-bay wings is a one story projecting component with entrance bays at either end set within segmental arches 
and flanked by Tuscan columns.These entrances are reached via low flights of stone stairs. Between these entrances, 
Doric cast stone pilasters set off S-bays. Situated on top of the projecting first floor is a balustrade with ball -topped 
panneled plinths and well turned balusters.Floors 2 and 3 of the main facade are set well back between the wings , 
culminating in gables which flank a ridge roof. These gables contain oval windows enframed by high relief swag and 
rosette omamentation reminicent of the late 17th/early 18th century details of British architect Sir Chnstopher Wren. 
These gables are further punctuated by ball-topped king posts exhibiting vertical guiloche moldings.In general, the 
wings rise from high cast stone basements which effectively contrast with the red brick of the upper floors. The 
wings' corners are edged with brick work quions. The windows of the first floor are set within blind key stone 
arches. The second floor windows of both wings and main block are of standard size, multi paned and set off by 
white key stones. The third floor is set off from the lower floor by a continuous sill course. A stning course of 
identical width is located just above these windows. The wings culminate in flat roofs enclosed by a low balustrade 
which echos the design of the balustrade atop the first floor . In many ways, the buildings situated in the 
"foreground" nearest to River Street, ( the Italianate Conness House and the Nurse's Home) together with the 
Administration Building (1908 and 1929), visible in the "middle ground", provide a remarkable visual summation of 
the architectural evolution of this area from 1856 to 1930. 
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Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
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Property Name: Boston Sanatorium 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Civil War. Conness evidently purchased the 249 River Street house (Bldg.#1) as a place of retirement. He was a 
Trustee of Cedar Grove Cemetery and is buried at Cedar Grove. His wife, Mary R. Conness owned this property 
until October 1906, selling it at that time to the City of Boston for $35,600.00 By that time the River Street property 
had grown from 4 acres to an extensive tract of over two million square feet or nearly 51 acres. The original 4 acre 
house lot had been augmented by land purchased by Conness from Aaron L. Capen in 1872 and from John Capen in 
1883. 


In 1906, at the time of the City's purchase of the Conness property, this estate contained a large U-shaped wooden 
stable, three smaller stables and an L-shaped cottage (Bid g.#11), in addition to 

the Thompson-A mes-Stowell-Conness House. The house and cottage are all that remain to provide physical evidence 
of this property's estate era. Curiously, the 1899 Boston and Dorchester Atlas shows proposed streets labeled 
Golding and Manchester set out over the Conness property as well as a driveway linking the Conness house with the 
Liveredge mansion next door. Evidently the Conness family was considering subdividing their property for the 
purposes of a suburban housing development before the City stepped in to purchase this parcel for the purposes of a 
hospital. The precedent for establishing an institution providing services to the poor had already been established on 
River Street during the late 19th century by the Liveridges, the Conness family's next door neighbors to the west. 
During the late 19th century, the Liveridges opened the doors of their towered Italianate/Mansard mansion to "poor 
and neglected boys from seven to fourteen years old" on the condition that the boys were natives of England or New 
England. In addition to shelter, the boys were offered job training. 


In any event, the era of this property's years as a hospital began in 1906 with the City's purchase of the Conness 
estate. The hospital established here was originally administrated by the Consumptives Hospital Department of Boston 
City Hospital. The original purpose of the Consumptives Hospital was to care for indigent persons suffering from 
advanced Tuberculosis. Part of the historical significance of this property is as a representative of a trend toward the 
establishment of satellite specialty hospitals by Boston City Hospital during the 1890's and early 1900's. Boston City 
Hospital was founded in1848. The establishment of the Consumptives Hospital on River Street in 1906-1907 maybe 
seen as a later chapter within the history of the City of Boston's concern for the health care of its needy citizens. 
Along these same lines, Dorchester, too, had had a long history of establishing institutions for the betterment of the 
poor, although private intiative rather than municipal largesse had been the force behind the founding of institutions 
such as the Industrial School for Girls (1853). The Consumptives Hospital was one of six hospitals added to the 
Boston City Hospital system during the first decade of the twentieth century. By 1910, the grounds of the hospital 
encompassed nine structures, with seven of this number constructed of wood. Still extant to document the beginnings 
of this hospital are the Superintendents House (Conness House, Bldg #1), a wooden cottage (Bldg #11), the 
nucleus of the present power house (Bldg. #12) and the concrete-constructed Wards A and B (Bldgs. #.9,8) By 
1917, the number of buildings associated with the Consumptives Hospital had grown to 18, including 12 wooden 
buildings, three brick buildings and three concrete buildings. 
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Property Name: Boston Sanatorium 


Indicate each item on inventory form which ts being continued below. 


Historical Narrative -Boston Sanatorium continued 


Before discussing extant duildings daung from 1910-1917, a word of caution should be mentioned to future 
researchers of this propery. The street addresses on Boston Buildings Department "jackets" containing information 
on these buildings often represent several buildings sharing the same address so it is often hard to ascertain the 
identity of a specific building Buildings dating to the second decade of the twentieth century apparrently include 
Wards C,E and 1, and the Doctor's Residence (Bldg.#2). The architectural firm responsible for the construction of 
hospital buildings between 1937 and 1920 was Maginnis and Walsh. This important Boston firm is best known for 
ecclesiastical buildings designed tor the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston. Indeed, Douglas Shand Tucci in 
Built in Boston, City and Suburb_ 1&00-1950_notes that this firm's seinor partner Charles Donnagh Maginnis, 
became the leading Roman Catholic architect in this country during the first quarter of the 20th century.According to 
Tucci, Maginnis's masterpiece may well be the Church of St. Catherine of Genoa on Spring Hill in Somerville, 
MA.(1907-1916) and thus contemporary with Maginnis and Walsh's work at the Consumptives Hospital in Mattapan. 
Other churches designed by this firm include Our Lady of the Presentation in Brighton (1913), St. Aidan's in 
Brookline (1911) , St. Julia's in Weston (1920) and St. Paul's in Dorchester (1920). Maginnes and Walsh 
collaborated with various builders during the course of their work at the Consuptives Hospital, including: Martin 
Flynn,Stephen Brennan . Haynes Construction Co. and J. E. Locatelli Co. Inc. 


By the early 1920's Maginnis and Walsh's monopoly on construction projects at the Consumptives Hospital was 
briefly usurped by the Boston architectural firm of French and Hubbard before the ascendancy of James H. Ritchie 
and Associates during the late 1920's.French and Hubbard are credited with the design of the "Refrigerator Room" , 
sometimes labeled "Suppiy Room"(BIdg#4) on maps of the 20's and 30's and located behind the administration 
building. Maginnis and Walsh’s most important legacy within the hospital complex is the administration building 
which is a competent example of the Tudor Revival style with fleeting references to Rennaissance Revival. In terms 
of design, the Administranon Building (Bld g.#3), begun in late 1910, has more in common with this firm's work at 
Emmanuel College (1913) in the Fenway section of Boston than with any of this firm's Gothic Revival churches. 


During the late 1920's protound changes occurred in terms of the way the Consumptives Hospital was administrated. 
In March, 1927, the City Council. with the Mayor's approval, transferred the powers and duties of the trustees of the 
Boston Cosumptives Hospital to the trustees of the Boston City Hospital, Sanatorium Division. The Consumptives 
Hospital became henceforth known as the Boston Sanatorium. On May 22,1928, a loan appropriation of $1,400,000 
was granted the Boston Sanatonum for "a new building,additions, equipment and furnishings".Evidently this 
appropriation covered the cost of the expansion of the Maginnis and Walsh -designed Administration Building of 
1910. The architectural firm responsible for this building's expansion was James H. Ritchie and Associates of 
Boston. This firm would be responsible for the remainder of the hospital's buildings erected during the late 20's and 
1930's. Arguably Ritchie's most architecturally distinguished work on this campus is the Nurse's Home (Bldg 
#14) builtin 1929 in a pleasing amalgam of the Rennaisance and Georgian Revival styles. The Nurse's home was 
built by L.S. Kaufman & Co. who , at $143,000.00, were the low bidders on this project. 
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INVENTORY FORM CON U N_ SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Sccretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DO@ehreEsratde (ea er 
Property Name: Boston Sanatorium 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


The Ritchie Company was also responsible for the expansion of the Boiler House and Laundry (Bldg.#12) in1930 
(rendered in a rather severe interpretation of the Art Decco style, in keeping with the utilitarian purposes of this 
building) and a ten car garage(Bldg.#13) behind the Nurses Home (1931). The Ritchie's firm was active in Boston 
architectural circles from c.1910 until the 1950's and for many vears were headquartered at 100 Arlington Street, 
Boston. Perhaps this firm's best known building is the Boston Police Department Headquarters on Berkeley Street in 
the Back Bay. As late as 1956-58, this firm was involved in hospital desgn at the Boston Dispensary's Rehabilitation 
Institute on Harnson Avenue in Boston's South End. 


In 1929, with the ambitious expansion of the sanatorium's physical plant well underway, the hospital 's program 
and policies were reorganized in anticipation of the complexe's change of function from a hospital with the narrow 
focus of caring for persons with advanced cases of Tuberculosis to a much larger facility charged with the care of 
impoverished persons with all stages of this disease. It was noted in the Annual Report of the Hospital Department for 
1929 that "in other words, our function has been enlarged from an asylum for the dying to that of a true sanatorium." 
This report voiced concerns about the hospital's inability to attract a well-trained permanent staff, remarking on this 
campuses lack of proximity to downtown Boston ,"wretched" living quarters for the staff and the continual problem 
of medical interns appointed for only short periods of time. Evidently, the expansion of the old buildings and the 
construction of new staff living quarters served to alleviate many of the problems cited in the 1929 Annual Report. In 
1930,the staff of the sanatorium treated 835 persons suffering from Tuburculosis. This figure represents an increase 
of 237 patients from the previous year. By 1933, the Boston Sanatorium complex was substantially complete. By that 
year a total of 21 buildings were situated on the sanatorium's grounds essentially representing the greatest extent of 
its growth. 


Approximately a half dozen buildings have dissapeared from this complex over the past ten to 20 years . Buildings 
shown on the 1933 Boston and Dorchester Atlas that are no longer standing include three wooden buildings once 
located to the west of the Supply Room/Dinning/Kitchen/Ice Plant and Ward F. Further study of the premises is 
needed to establish the existence of the Chapel and Cottage Ward. Additionally, the Ward Buildings (Bldgs.#6-9) 
behind the Administration Building stand vacant and are in various stages of decay. Overtime, this facility's function 
as a sanatorium has been gradually diminished as cases of Tuberculosis have decreased (although this disease has 
made an unfortunate "come back" over the past few years). Another major factor in the demise of the Boston 
Sanatorium has been the Commonwealth's policy of the past decade to dismantle public institutional comlexes and 
disperse patient populations within communities. Evidently, most of the current care within this complex is 
concentrated in the Administration or Foley Building under the utle of Boston Specialty Rehabilitation Hospital. The 
Nurses Home houses the S.T.A.I.R. (Short Term Addiction Intensive Rehabilitation) program, a 28-day drug detox 
program. In addition the former Doctor's Residence behind the Superintendant’ s house is presently used for a Boston 
Police Stress Program. 


At the present time, the former Boston Sanatorium complex is noteworthy for its open, 51 acre park-like setting 
which provides a glimpse of Mattapan/River Street before intensive mid 29th century suburbanization, recalling the 
era of farms (pre 1850) estates (1850-1900) and the early years of insutuuional development (turn of the century). In 
recent years, several of this complex's historic structures have been allowed to deteriorate and dissapear altogether. 
Although it is commendable that the major buildings of this campus conunue to serve the community, new uses need 
to be found for the vacant and vandalized buildings to the rear of the Administraton Building. 
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VRE A: BOSTON San dtou oy 
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_MHC # Street Date ___ Historic Name/ Bldg.Type _— Style, Materials, Form 


Se ie a N = 0 
191-249 River St 1856-1935 Boston Sanatorium various | 
Bldg #1 1856-57 -Coness Ho./Suptdnt's Ho. Italinte, viny!/wd,L-shaped 
Bldg.#2 -¢.1930-33 Doctor's Residence Col. Rev.,wood shing.,irreg. 
Bldg. #3 -1910,1928-30 Administration Bldg. Tudor, brk/stn,rectang. 
Bldg. #4 1930-33 Supply Room/Kitchen Art Decco,brick,irreg. 
he Bldg. #5 ¢.1910's Ward| _Crftsmn,brk/stcco/wd,rec. 
“Bldg #6 _€.1911-1917 Ward | _Georgian Rev,concr./rectng 
Bldg.#7 €.1911-1917 ‘WardD | Georgian Rev,concr./rectng 
Bldg #8 1907-1910 WardB CCCs Georgian Rev,concr./rectng 
) sige f Bldg. #9 =——ss—s—se.1907-1910 WardA sss Georgian Rev,coner./rectng 
ere Bldg #10 c.1910's  WardE Cr ftsmn, brk/stcco/wd,rec. 
TE c.1885-93  Conessestate cottage QAnne,wd,L-shaped 
Dees tugti2 1908 and1930 Power Ho.,Boiler Rm/Lndry Art Decco,concr.,irreg. 
eee cidg#t3 193] ccacace aia nine ee ‘Util.,concr.,rectang. 
ee Bidg 414 1929 NursesHome sss GrgeRev/Ren_Rev,brk,U-shp 
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building-by-building data sheet. See 
Narrative and photos for building- 
Specific information. : 
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FORM A- AREA Assessor's Sheets ~ SGS Cuad “urea Letter F-orm Numbers in Area 
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Massachusctts Historical Commission BN -10E soutrt . EK 
80 Boylston Strect 


Boston, Massachusctts 02116 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 


Places: neighbortwod or village) 
Photograph 
(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) Dorchester 
Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative Pe = Tre 
bubore here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left am eioll Area suet Angela's! Babson Sirce tame as 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
10 continuation sheets. 


roll | Constnuction Dztes or Penod c. 1850-1930 


Overall Conditica g00d 


Present Use Rendenzaal, ecclesiastical 


Mfajor [Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acteagze 


| Sketch Map Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Draw a map of the area indicating properties within be 2 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual EEE eet Boston Landmarks Comm 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets Pa eee March 1995 


including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 
tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Surve. Vanuc? inscructicrs for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
For the purposcs of this survey, the St. Angela's/Babson Street area is a roughly tnangular arca bounded by 
Blue Hill Avenue on the west, Cookson Terrace on the north, the back lot lines of Faunce Road on the east and 
the side Jot lines of 129 and 130 Babson Strect on the south, almost to Babson Strect's intersection with Bluc 
Hill Avenuc. This area is architecturally significant for two reasons: first, the housing bordering Babson and 
Fremont Strects as well as Faunce Road and Cookson Terrace provide a glimpse of the mid 19th century 
Mattapan Square area when it still had the appearance of a rural village--before extensive development dung the 
early 20th century; secondly, St. Angela's Roman Catholic Church complex encompasses well desi gned 
examples of carly 20th century Romanesque Revival, Tudor/Georgian and Georgian Reival architecture. The 
building most_in necd of adaptive re-use in the area is the currently vacant, Classical Revival Edward 
P.Tileston Elementary School at 108 Babson Street. Visually it is the modestly- scaled, predominantly 
Italianate mid 19th century housing that is most characteristic feature of this area. Gable -fronted houses, 
measuring 3 bays in width and 2 piles in depth, stand fairly close together on small lots, some situated close to 
the street, while other like 101 Babson Street are set back facing relatively ample front yards. 95,97 and 
99 Babson Street stand close to the street in a memorable regimental row. This row is distinguished by 
polygonal bay windows, intact Italianate, saw cut door hoods and facade gable returns. Although covered in 
modem siding, the form, siting and few surviving saw cut elements are of interest in this grouping. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

The St. Angela's / Babson Street area is situated just to the north of the Mattapan Square commercial district and 
the Neponset River. The earliest surviving structures in this area date to the mid 19th century. The oldest roads in 
the area are Babson Street and Blue Hill Avenue. The former, was originally a segment of Norfolk Street, an early 
19th century roadwhich ran northwestward, linking Mattapan Square with Codman Square. The latter was an early 
19th century toll road known as the Brush Hill Tumpike which was called Blue Hill Avenue by c.1870. This area 
still has visual aspects of a rural mid 19th century village,with narrow tree shaded ways like Cookson Terrace and 
Faunce Road and houses situated without any regular set backs to the streets. The Greek Revival Edward Stern 
House at 47 Fremont Street may be the oldest house in the area. In 1869, Stern's property encompassed a house 
valued at $3,000 and a stable ($400.00). Also dating to the mid 19th century is the Carpenter Gothic house at #45 
Fremont Street which originally stood on the adjacent parcel now occupied by St. Angela's School. For many 
years it was associated with the George L. and Fannie E. Fisher whose real estate holdings according to the 1869 
Taxable Valuation of the Town of Dorchester encompased a house, stable and two double houses. During the mid 
19th century much of the land including St. Angela's Roman Catholic Church complex was owned and farmed by 
William Tavener. Traversing Tavener's land and running from southeast to northwest was an open stream. 
Tavener's 66,340 square foot tract between Blue Hill Avenue and Norfolk St. (Babson Street) contained a stable 
house and a "henery" in the 1860's.Another important family in this area in terms of land ownership were the 
Thompsons whose properties bordered Blue Hill Avenue (Brush Hill Turnpike from the early 1800's to c.1870). 
The Greek Revival Charles H. Thompson House at 127/129 Babson Street appears to date to the 1840's. The 
Italianate/Stick style Asa Thompson House at 130 Thompson Street was extant by (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] see continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/A tlases- 1794, 1830,1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910,1918, 1933 
Boston Directories: 1870-1945 
The Gothic Churches of Dorchester, Douglas Shand Tucci, 1972 


—————— 


Metropolitan Boston, A Modern History V.5 , 1929 
Taxable Valuation of the Town of Dorchester, 1869 


[_] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7/192 
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Vv O ORM _ CONTINUATION SHEET 


Community: 


MATI AC AY 


Property Name: St Angela's /Babson Street 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Architectural Description continued 


Built in 1911, this 2.5 story school consists of three components: 4-bay x 3-Day Wings [lanxins a recessed segment lit 
by 5 tall double windows. Its entrances are marked by console bracketed door hords #1th entesix crnamentation at 
the pediments. Still extant at the center of the main facade's cornice is a sculptural figire of an eagle atop a circular, 
wreath bordered date plaque which reads "1911". Beneath the date plaque, imscnbed i= the cas stone entablature is 
"EDMUND P. TILESTON SCHOOL". 


Finally, the most highly visible landmark in this area is the Romanesque Revival St. Angela's Roman Catholic 
Church (1909) by virtue of its tall, distinctive octagonal spire. Together with its ? udor/Georgian rectory (1546 
Blue Hill Avenue) and Georgian Revival School (124 Babson Street ). St Anzela's Raman Catholic Church, 
although much younger than its residential neighbors, reinforces the village-iike sensi 7lity of cus area. Constructed 
of brick, with lime stone trimmings, this church, with its successful blending of ange:ed and rounded forms, is as 
much a work of sculpture as it is architecture. Its walls are pierced by round. Romam=mesque =ches. divided into a 
series of rectangular and recessed brick work bays, interspersed by Doric pilasters while its intersecting gable roofs 
retain slate shingles and copper cresting. On an adjacent parcel stands the bnck and cas stone immed rectory with its 
center entrance set within a broad, segmental, key stone arch. The three story bays of ie main iacade culminate in 
stepped, Tudoresque gables. This building is enclosed by a low hip roof which appears to be covered with slate 
shingles. 


Historical Narrative continued 


1874. 127/129 was owned by the Thompson family until at least 1918. #130 Babson Sureei wes the property of an 
Anna C. Burgess from the 1880's until at least the early 1930's. The group of Italaanze houses numbered 

95,97,99 , 101, 103 Babson street were built c.1880 and their onginal adGresses were in the #730's section of 
what was then called Norfolk Street. George Curtis, painter was an early owner of #95 (by 18+) while another 
member of the building trades, George F. Fenno lived at #101(with a C. L. Fenne lisied here a late as 1933.) 
Additionally, an M. B. Wells and an S.R. Vose owned 97 and 99 respectively. Inseresingly. #25 served briefly 

(c. 1884-93) as the Mattapan Methodist Episcopal Church before returning to use &s a private house owned by an E. 
O'Keefe .#103 Babson Street was evidently built for a John D Scannell. blacksm:ch , who owned this property 
until c.1920. ) Abigail A. Scannell, Master Assistant at the Solomon Lewenberg Schoci on neasdy Wellington Hill 
lived here until at least the 1930's. Further research is needed on the interesung paar ~ towere< houses at 98 and 
100 Babson Street which were extant by 1874. #98 was owned by a J. A. Jofinscn in the '87@s later passing to 
the Hebard family in whose possession it remained until c.1918. Also of similar vintage to ie Babson Street Italianate 


_ houses is the Italianate house at 11 Faunce Street. Built between 1874 and 1884. i: was onenally occupied by 


Isaac C. Atkinson , salesman, Joseph P. Atkinson, clerk, H.E. Atkinson, painter and Harme: — Atxinson, librarian. 
Atkinsons' owned this house until c.1920; by the early 1930s, Thomas F. Power, barter , I:vec here. Faunce Street 
was onginally called Fremont Place. 


Further research is needed on the residents of the narrow lane known as Cookson Terce w hic= runs between 
Babson and Faunce Streets. 21 Cookson Terr. was extant by 1874 and ownec by zn S.H. Zathburn. The socio 
-economic "snap shot" that emerges of the St. Angela's/Babson area 's during the firs aalf of te 1°th century is that 
of agricultural workers mixed with heads of households and other family members eaming !i\:ngs from trades and 
living in relatively modest, middle class housing. (continued) 
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INVENTORY FORM CON ON SHEE 


Community: 
MATVA PAN 


Property Name: St. Angela's/Babson Street 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Sccretary, Boston 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Descripion continued 


Considerably more intact and worth noting is the Italianate, clapboard- clad house at 103 Babson Street,with its 
boldly rendered comer quoins, and bay windows on the front and side walls exhibiung apron panels beneath their 
windows and dentil courses at their cornices. Also noteworthy at 103 Babson is the open front porch with its 
chamfered posts and curvilinear bracing. This house culminates in a fairly steeply pitched gable roof with return eaves 
exhibiting paired brackets. Much smaller brackets accent the roof's eaves. More substantial Italianate housing is 
located closer to the Mattapan Square commercial district at 127 / 129 Babson Street, a Greek Revival / Italianate 
duplex with a heavy granite block foundation, paired entries, pedimented dormer, and wide Doric corner boards. 130 
Babson blends a Stick Style front porch with Italianate form and elements. 


Two houses at 45 and 47 Fremont Street, behind St. Angela's School, represent interesting , very intact 
examples of the Carpenter Gothic and Greek Revival/Italianate styles, respectively.#45 is a cottage scale residence, 
now owned by St Angela's, that is characterized by an irregular form, and distinctive. arched attic windows at its 
main facade's gables. Its Tuscan columned, Colonial Revival porch appears to be a tum of the century addition. 
#47 Fremont Street is the most stylish example of Greek Revival/Italianate domesuc architecture in the area with 
its encircling verandah (two dimensional punched and cut columns, scalloped barge boarding), paneled pilasters , 
broad frieze and side boards as well as a pedimented attic. 


Mid 19th century housing in various states of preservation border two narrow ways-Cookson Terrace and Faunce 
Road-which retain much of their rural , Victorian- era character. For example, 11 Faunce Road, although altered by 
synthetic siding and possibly later additions, retains integrity of siting (deep set back from Faunce Road). Cookson 
Terrace, at the northern edge, retains a rustic character by virtue of rock out croppings and heavy tree cover on its 
north side. Here, 15 and 21 stand as more or less intact, modestly scaled, side hall plan Italianate houses with 
polygonal bays and gable roofs with return eaves. 


Italianate Mansard style housing of the 1860's and early 70's is scattered about the area, perhaps most memorably at 
98 and 100 Babson Street, corner of Cookson Terrace. Here, twin, towered, 3-bay x 2-bay cottage scale houses 
exhibit polygonal bays which flank a center, towered , mansardic entrance bay. #98 is the more intact of the pair, 
retaining its clapboards, heavy Italianate door hood, and slate shingles. Slightly more substantial mansards are extant 
at 1§ and 17/19 Faunce Road. 


The Queen Anne style is not well represented here, owing to the fact that this area was substantially built-up by 
1875-just prior to the Queen Anne's appearance within the realm of Boston suburban house construction. A very plain 
and somewhat altered Queen Anne house appears at 20 Faunce Road. 


The red brick and cast stone-trimmed Edmund P. Tileston Elementary School at 108 Babson Street is a 
large, H-shaped building situated on an 83, 640 square foot lot. Architecturally, this school, represents a competent 
foray into the early 20th century Classical Revival style-the classicsm being most evident at the entrances and center 
cornice treatments of the main facade (continued). 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 


MATA PAN 


Property Name: St. Angela's/Babson Street 


Indicate each item on inventory torm which 1s being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued-The construction of St. Angela's Roman Catholic Church, the major landmark 1n 
this area , was begun in 1909 under the leadership of Rev. Francis J. Ryan. The church had been organized the year 
before and initially worshipped in an Oakland Hall (7). The groundbreaking for the church occurred in May, 1909 
and the comerstone was laid on October 17 of that same year. The lower church was completed in time for 
Christmas Day services in 1909. Initially the New York -based firm of Keely and Houghton (F.F. Houghton) was 
hired to design the church. They were the successor firm to the prolific architect Patnck C. Keeley, architect of 
numerous Boston area Catholic Churches ranging from the Church of the Immaculate Conception in the South End 
(1860's) to St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church in Charlestown (mid 1890's). The upper church dates to 1916-1919 
and represents the work of the Boston-based architectural firm of MacGinnis and Walsh. It was dedicatedby Cardinal 
O' Connell on June 1, 1919. The upper church provides a seating capacity for 1100 people while the lower church or 
basement can hold 900 for a total capacity of 2,000. By 1928, St. Angela's Pansh numbered about 4,000 people. 
Also under Father Ryan's pastorate, the rectory next door at 1548 Blue Hill Avenue was completed in 1926 "in 
keeping with the appearance of the church". The construction of the rectory necessitated the destruction of the old 
cross-shaped William Tavener farm house and stable which had been a familiar site along Blue Hill Avenue (back 
when it was called Brush Hill Turnpike) since at least the 1860's. In 1927, the Archdiocese of Boston purchased a 
50,000 square foot lot behind the church at the corner of Babson and Fremont for the purposes of a church school. 
St. Angela's Roman Catholic Church at 124 Babson Street was built in 1935 (in 1934 there were 6 wooden 
structures on this lot, representing the remains of the Fisher estate). [t should be noted that as early as 1868, a public 
school had been located in this area on the site of the present (but vacant) Edmund D.Tileston School at 110 
Babson Street. From the very start it was named the Edmund P. Tileston School after the foremost paper 
manufacturer in Dorchester. He was also the first president of the Dorchester Antiquarian and Historical Society that 
was founded in 1843. The present school dates to 1911 and was designed by Charles K. Cummings. 
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Property Address 


AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community 
Mattapan SH. Arig Las / Bobs Street 


Massachusetts Histoncal Commission 
Area Form No. 
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Prepared June 17. 1995 See attached photographs 
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This list gives address ranges covered 
by the inventoried area. It is not a 
building-by-building data sheet. See 
narrative and photos for building- 
specific information. 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission §N- (0€ SourTy Bea 
80 Boylston Street 


Boston, Massachusetts 02116 


Town Boston, Massachusetts 


Place(neighborhood or village) 


Photograph 
(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) Dorchester 
Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative : { oats 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left Pane heres eaalapanSq\Commeictal <a ee 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 7 
to continuation sheets. Present Use commercial, 
ecclesiastical 


roll = Construction Dates or Period 1886-1940 


Overall Condition good 


Major Intrusions and Alterations The Parking lx in 


front of the Church of the Holy Spirit 


Acreage 
| Sketch Map Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 
Draw a map of the area indicating properties within — ’ Pitas 
it. Circle and number properties for which individual Organization __Boston Landmarks Commissics _ 
inventory forms have been completed. Label streets 
including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- Date (month/year) " "+ March, 1995) 


tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 
north. 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
Although overwhelmingly commercial, the Mattapan Square arca's greatest architectural resource 1s 
the Church of the Holy Spirit, a Gothic Revival building designed bythe Boston architectural firm of Rotch and 
Ti:den. The remainder of the district represents commercial blocks which date pnmanily to the 1910s and 20s, a 
period spurred by the increased use of automobiles. These mostly 1-2 story commercial blocks are morc 
significant when viewed as a whole rather than individually. For the purposes of this survey, this area is 
borinded on the north by the northem lot lines of 1593 to 1609 Blue Hill Avenue and 1586-1600A 
Blue Hill Avenue, on the east by the back lot lines of 1586 to 1600A Blue Hill Avenue and the median 
stnp of Blue Hill Avenue south to the intersection of Cummins Highway and Blue Hill Avenue. The southern 
boundary is the Neponset River, behind #'s 522 to 542 River Street. The western boundary is a rather 
irregular line that follows the southwestern line of the Church of the Holy Spint's lot , jogs north along the back 
lot lines of Rockdale Street, turns south along Cummins Highway crossing this highway and then turning north 
along the back lot lines of 509 to 1593 Blue Hill Avenue.The westem side of Blue Hill Avenue, from 
Mattapan Square to 1593 Blue Hill Avenue (interupted by Fairway Street) presents an unbroken expanse of 
one-two story masonry commercial blocks, characterized by restrained Georgian and Classical Revival surface 
treatments.The eastern side of Blue Hill Avenue is less consistent in (continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
cornmunity. 

Mattapan Square has significant historical associations with the development of early 19th century transportation 
improvements, i.e. the setting out of the Brush Hill Turnpike in 1804-1809. This area encompasses Rotch and 
Tilden's remarkable late 19th century masterpiece, the Church of the Holy Spirit. The building of this church in 
1886 also marks the first recorded association with church design of the important Gothicist Ralph Adams Cram. 
From the 1920's to the 60's, this area of Mattapan was populated by a thnving Jewish community.To a lesser 
extent it is important as a node of commercial buildings that was geared to the rising automobile trade during the 
first quarter of the twentieth century . Mattapan Square is situated on the northern banks of the Neposet River at a 
potnt just before the river widens on its way between Milton and Dorchester. Prior to 1800, Mattapan Square, 
represented a back woods crossroads with the southwest - north east Norfolk Street intersecting with the east-west 
River Street . Following the winding course of the Neponset River, River Street began as an Indian trail, having 
been in place long before English settlement. Colonial and Federal period travellers had to pass through Mattapan 
Square on their way to and from northern and eastern Dorchester, Quincy , Canton and Dedham. The traffic 
through Mattapan Square picked up slightly when the Brush Hill Turnpike was set out through the area in 1804. 
Frederick J. Wood, in the Turnpikes of New England notes that "The broad boulevard called Blue Hill Avenue, 
extending from Grove Hall past Franklin Park to Mattapan , and the beautiful road through Milton to the westerly 
toot of the Great Blue Hill is the legacy left us by the Brush Hill Turmpike." At that time Mattapan Square and 
vicinity were considered to be far out in the wilderness. It was hoped that the tumpike would immediately open up 
this area to development. Originally slated to be a toll road, the turnpike was not a success , due in part to an act 
passed by the State Legislature prohibiting applying the toll to "anyone on military duty, on religious duty, coming 
to or from any grist mill or on the common or ordinary business of family concerns, or from anyone who had not 
been out of (continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES [_] See continuation sheet 


Boston and Dorchester Maps/Atlases- 1794, 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894,1898,1910,1918, 1933 
Beaston. Directories: 1870-1945 

Wood, Frederic J., The Turnpikes of New England, 1919 

Sarna, Jonathan D. and Smith, Ellen, The Jews of Boston, 1995 | 

Tucci, Douglas Shand, Built in Boston, City and Suburb, 1978 

Tucci, Douglas Shand, The Gothic Churches of Dorchester , 1974 


__] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7/92 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
M PItTAPAN Eales 


Property Name: Mattapan Square 


Indicate cach item on inventory form which is being continucd below. 


Architectural Description continued 


terms of noteworthy design treatments, but neverthcless, 1596-1600A Blue Hill Avenue should be included as a 
five store commercial block with pleasing omamental panels on its low parapet. The group of stores numbered 
1621-1671 Blue Hill Avenue provide evidence that aesthetically pleasing roof lines and parapet treatments can 
go a long way toward improving the appearance of a commercial streetscape--here the succession of pedimented and 
curving forms along the parapets of these one and two story buildings have a positive design impact on the streetscape 
(#1643-49 representing a successful new infill structure). The most architecturally significant commercial block in 
this area is 1621-1631 Blue Hill Avenue; a 2-story brick and cast stone trimmed commercial block is formally 
finished on two sides and is characterized by expanses of Doric pilaster interspered by bays containing store 
windows on the ground floor and pairs of standard size windows on the second floor. Its cornice exhibits well 
rendered string and dentil courses. The Georgian/ Classical Revival Shawmut Bank Building at 1617 Blue Hill 
Avenue isa red brick and wood tnmmed structure which anchors the northwest comer of Fairway and BlueHill 
Avenue and features a main facade charactenzed by a broad pedimented supported by four Tuscan Revival columns. 
The main entrance is surmounted by a broken scroll pediment. The 2-story commercial building at 1601 Blue Hill 
Avenue exhibits Art Deco treatment of its stylized piers, dentils and parapet. Forming the southern edge of the district 
and backing up to the Neponset River is the Mattapan Square Building at 524 River Street. Situated across the 
street from the Church of the Holy Spirit, this commercial block continues the materials and design sensibilities 
evident around the comer in the Blue Hill Avenue stores. The Mattapan Square Building consists of a 2-story, 
5-store component and a 1-story, 3-store component. The two- story segment exhibits a center entrance flanked by 
Doric pilasters which are surmounted by an entablature which reads "Mattapan Square Building". 


Built in 1886, The Church of the Holy Spirit at 525 River Street is symbolic of the rise of a later wave of 
ecclesistical Gothicism which would have a nation-wide impact on church design and had its roots in Dorchester's late 
19th century Gothic Revival churches. According to architectural historian Douglass Shand Tucci , Arthur Rotch, 
partner in the important Boston architectural firm of Rotch and Tilden "did not envision a cathedral. Rather he 
concieved of the idea of designing a puddingstone church surrounded by natural puddingstone foundations, in a large 
park, where the rocky landscape would draw together the puddingstone of church and grounds into a very "rural" 
ensemble, and the overall design concept is indeed very sensitive to the topography of the site.". This church is 
constructed of Roxbury puddingstone and has the plan of a Greek cross. The tower presents an unforgettable image , 
squat, square and capped by a pyramidal roof with flared eaves. Indeed, the roof has a Japanese sensibility which is 
subtle and difficult to articulate. The proportions and great charismatic prescence of the tower evidently speaks to 
Cram's as much as Rotch's involvement in this project and is in line with his great emphasis on memorable massing 
and proportions of church towers as seen at All Saints Ashmont in the 1890s. Projecting from the front and side 
facades of the tower are gable roofs which enclose half- timbered surface treatments that serve to Medievalize this 
building in pleasingly rustic ways. Twenty five years after the completion of this church, Ralph Adams Cram 
designed the adjacent, more utilitarian -appearing parish hall. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASS ACSUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Oilice of be Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
MATTAPAN ell, 


Property Name: Mattapan Square 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


town with 2 loaGed team or carnage." Additionally, the Brush Hill Turnpike Corporation assumed the maintainance of 
the old bnége ot 1733. These exceptions to the rule of toll payment almost laughably applied to just about everyone 
Who Wwoulc have cause to travel New England roads in the early 19th century. The prospects for success for the 
Brush Fil! Tumpike were slim because it was not projected as a through route to any large place. Frederic J. Wood 
mes tial “>eyond Mattapan, which was but nothing then, the route lead through and ended in unbroken woods." The 
Brush fll Corporation existed until as late as 1856 at which time the corporation relinquished its nghts to the northern 
end of the = umpike between Mattapan Square and Grove Hall. From 1857 -1870 this part of the old "pike" was called 
"Grove Hail Avenue" and it became known as Blue Hill Avenue in 1870 at the time of Dorchester's annexation to 
Boston. 


By 1852. the Dorchester and Milton Railroad passed through Mattapan Square, hooking up further east with the Old 
Colony Railroad. The depot was located at the south eastern side of the square, site of the current MBTA Red Line 
trolley stanton. By 1850 there were at least a dozen wood structures at Mattapan Square including residences and 
small shops. Mauttapan Square remained a cross roads of modest housing until as late as 1915. 


The Churct of the Holy Spint at # 525 River Street is a memonal church to a distinguished Bostonian of the 
mid 19th ceatury, Benjamin Rotch, husband of Annie Bigelow Lawrence, the eldest daughter of the diplomat, Abbott 
Lawrence. The Lawrences and Bigelows had long histories as benefactors of Harvard and M.I.T. This was the 
family that established the Rotch Fellowship at M.I.T., the first architectural schlarship established in the U.S. 

A tamify member, Arthur Rotch, of the distinguished Boston architectural firm of Rotch and Tilden was hired to 
provide des gns for the church. (architects of Back Bay town houses including 211 Commonwealth Avenue). Holy 
Spit represented Ralph Adams Cram's first association with church design. 


Another important later phase of this area's development was the influx of a Jewish population after 1900 and the rise 
of the automobile trade as a profitable avenue of commerce. Providing physical links with these developments is the 
node of one- and two- story commercial blocks along River Street and Blue Hill Avenue, between the Neponset River 
ami Babsor Street's intersection with Blue Hill Avenue. 


After 1900. Eastern European Jews from Boston's North End began to settle along Blue Hill Avenue between 
Mattapan Szuare and Grove Hall. Franklin Field and Mt. Bowdoin became home to middle - class Jews seeking a 
beiter lrfe ix suburban Dorchester and Roxbury. By the mid 1920s, this Jewish middle class began to move farther 
out into the suburbs to be replaced by a less affluent Jewish community. Before migrating, however, this affluent 
Jewish middle class established businesses and built commercial blocks at Mattapan Square, Grove Hall and in other 
sections of Roxbury/Dorchester. A major landmark from this period which has been altered to accomadate an electrical 
supply Store is the former Oriental Theatre at 1601 Blue Hill Avenue. It was built in 1933 from designs 
provded by F.A. Norcross. 
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INVENTORY M_ CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
M AW APAN Ese 


Property Name: Mattapan Square 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


The Oriental Theatre replaced three wooden structures and a stable representative of the area's transformation 
from wood to masonry during the 1920s and 1930s. 


1621-1631 Blue Hill Avenue was built between 1920 and 1930, replacing a frame building owned by an Amos 
Hollingsworth in 1918. Tenants in this commercial block in 1933 included Peter Schonarth, Delicatessen, Louis 
Morosini, Fruit, Blue Hill Cafeteria and Edwin Electric Light Co. 


Another prominent 1920s structure was The Mattapan Square Building at 524 River Street. In 1918, four 
wooden buildings owned by Joseph A. Hersey were located on this lot that "backs up"to the Neponset River. Tenants 
of this business block in 1933 include Raymond N. Copeland, dentist, Phillip A. Henneberry, dentist, Marshall L 
Barnard,real estate, Seymour I. Zonn,physician, Attilio D. Daddario, contractor, Adellina Celli, dress maker, New 
England School and Music Store and Richard C. Mc Manus , real estate. 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard Arca Form No. 
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AGA MATA PAD SQLAKLE, MATAPAR , MA 


MHC # Street Date Historic Name/ Bidg. Type Style, Materials, Form 


1586 Blue Hill Ave. 
. 1590-94 Blue H. Ave. 
1596-1900 BI. H. Av 
1593-1609 B.H. Ave. 
1615-17 Sly! Ave. 


1621-1631 BH. Ave. 
1633-39 B.H. Av. 


1643-49 B.H. Ave. 


1651-59 BH. Ave. i Re thacres. | ‘nee FE MET OEE ALA RENE DR ESOT 
°1661-65 B.H. Av 


-1667-1671 B.H. Ave. 


522-542 River St. 


-525 River St. Church of the Holy Spirit 
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This list gives address ranges covered 
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i building-by-building data sheet. See 
narrative and photos for building- 
specific information. 
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FORM A- AREA 


Assessor's Sheets 


USGS Quad Area Letter = T-orm Numbers in Area 


[hae [ON-IZE Boston 
Massachusctts Historical Commission SN -ITE SOUTH EN 
80 Boylston Strect 


Boston, Massachusetts 02116 


Photograph 

(3” x 3” or 3-1/2” x 5”, black and white only) 

Label photos on back with town and addresses for all 
buildings shown. Record film roll and negative 
numbers here on the form. Staple 1-2 photos to left 
side of form over this space. Attach additional photos 
fo continuation sheets. 


roll a 


Sketch Map 

Draw a map of the area indicating properties within 

| it. Circle and number properties for which individual 
| inventary forms have been completed. Label streets 

| including route numbers, if any. Attach a continua- 

| tion sheet is space is not sufficient here. Indicate 

| north, 


Town Boston, Massachusctts 


Place(neighborhood or village) 


Dorchester 
Name of Area Lower Mills East 
Present Use Residental 


Construction Dates or Period 1840-1920 


Overall Condition good-excellent 


Major Intrusions and Alterations very intact 


Acreage 


Recorded By Edward W. Gordon 


Organization _ Boston Landmarks Commission 


Date (month/year) May, 1995 


Follow Massachusetts Historical Commissions Survey Manual instructions for cempleting this form. 


I im A A Mx 


aOizINATOD layne ain 
poole iw 
OL LEN gioeus ducexg 


wae YT ‘ a 


eshte amibed ee PeaM ys Todo hes eral ) ih . . 


Pi ; 1 in, i ' i ‘ ie : ‘ rh : ) iva ») ver wih + saith . >. SE ae xX 7, 
ont em ate panne $l gn rent amnammmanmtmaetim A mm nto oT A Be Ske Hy 2 
“eet naa Manatee th ks (era BVM prot Vy 


~ e . 7 eiitye™ io : A ait, roast ty ie 
ae Adin wo) _ anh. \) ore fo! OM toresig, 5" Viet a wot oll no ; 
) ae ) igwerat, cr ee as iat parody Voss WODAS Fora pope: tarih* bison oa 


wes hd 
~~. ee 


oe 


ae — we eee Lee 4 * 


{ OCT ORME ms oy tory? io &fatl rowvonwea,) a 
en mage) wD 
PN LY _ —— 


mice taamec adiihenenen ames een eee ne : : 


” Lavan m : 


7 Tot aa 


ek SD! ee . ji - ; 
: , s 


tute -) hj 
alcmeiaeion ad 


AREA FORM 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION [x] see continuation sheet 

Describe architectural, structural and landscape features and evaluate in terms of other areas within the community. 
For the purposes of this survey, the historic resource- rich Lower Mills secaon of Dorchester has been divided 
into three areas: Lowcr Mills East, an area of middle class, mid 19th -early 20th century housing; Lower Mills, 
which represents this section's industnal core and Lower Mills West which ts characterized by 19th century 
working and middle class housing. The Lower Mills section of Dorchester 1s located at the extreme south central 
end of Dorchester bordering the Neponset River across from the town of Malton. The pnmary focus of Lower 
Mills East is the triangular "island" of housing bordered by Richmond Street on the north, Adams Street on the 
south and Dorchester Avenue on the west.To the south, this area also encompasses both sides of Huntoon 
Street for its entire length, #'s 10 to 16 Branchficld Strect and #'s 6 to 24 as well as#'s 25 and 29 Medway 
Street. To the northwest, this arca takes in St. Gregory's Roman Catholic School as well as the west side of 
Dorchester Avenue from # 2227 to 2171 Dorchester Avenue.This boundary has been drawn to include St. 
Gregory's R.C. Church at 2221 Dorchester Avenue. (For more specifically defined boundaries see attached 
map).To the immediate north of this area is Dorchester Park, while to the south are the tracks of the MBTA Red 
Line extension and the marshes of the Neponset River. Separating Lower Mills East from Lower Mills West is 
the architecturally significant Bakers Chocalate complex between Pierce Square and the Neponset River.Located 
further north between these two residential areas is an architecturally undistnguished north-south zone of 
commercial buildings and parking lots bordering Dorchester Avenue as well as multi - family housing of little 
design merit .(continued) 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE see continuation sheet 

Explain historical development of the area. Discuss how this are relates to the historical development of the 
community. 

The area called Lower Mills East for the purposes of this survey . although close to the industrial core of Lower 
Mills and the neighborhood of workers housing to the west, has a very different history of development. Until the 
1870 s, the portion of this area encompassing Richmond and Adams Streets was farm land divided between a 
handful of families. While the Dorchester Avenue portion is tied to the pre-1850 development of the center and 
western portions of Lower Mills, with Dorchester Avenue set out as a Federal period toll road as early as 1804.In 
1848, the Dorchester and Milton Branch of the Old Colony Railroad was set out through Lower Mills, along the 
Neponset River . During the mid -late 19th century, this area could easily have been called Swansville as several 
houses were owned by this family of farmers, carpenters and bankers. The 1850 map shows only 5 houses extant 
in the Lower Mills area including the residences of the W. H. Swan (1058 Adams Street), J. Swan (1066 Adams 
Street) and N. and A. Pope (1076 Adams Street). Housing owned by a C. Swan which are all extant.This map 
shows a house labeled Packard on the north side of Adams Street , bevond present day Butler Street, which may 
still exist in an altered form. In 1874, #1058 Adams Street was owned by Charles F. Swan, a bookkeeper at the 
New England National Bank, 67 State Street. This house remained in the Swan family until at least the 
1930s.#1066 Adams Street was owned by John Swan, carpenter who may have built this house during the 
1840's. Swan owned this house until at least the mid 1880s. A Lydia Fay lived here from the 1890s- 1910s and 
Nora F. Burke owned this house during the 1920s and 30s .#1076 Adams Street was owned by James Pope, 
carpenter and builder . He may have built this house during the 1840s. This house remained in the Pope family 
until c.1920. By 1933, Edward J. Harte, motorman, owned this property.(continued) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES) [_] see continuation sheet 


Dorchester Maps/A tlases- 1830, 1850, 1874, 1884, 1894, 1898, 1910, 1918,1933 

Boston Directories- 1874-1933 

Dorchester Tax Valuation -1869 

Parise, Rev. Michael,The History of Saint Gregory's Pansh Lower Mills Dorchester and Milton, 1862-1987 
Orcutt, William Dana, Good Old Dorchester, 1893 

Sammarco, Anthony Mitchell, "Lower Mills Square named after chocolate company owner, 
mayor,"4/20/1990,Dorchester Community News 


[_] Recommended as a National Register District. If checked, you must attach a completed National Register 
Criteria Statement Form. 7192 
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NV ORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEE 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoRcrtESrele EN 
Property Name: Lower Mills East 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


The housing in Lower Mills East dates from c. 1840-1915 with the oldest housing bordering eastern Adams Street . 
Here, on the edge of the Neponset marshes is a neighborhood with middle class residences overwhelmingly 
constructed of wood .Moving from east to west, this area begins just past Dorchester Park and Cedar Grove Cemetery 
on Adams Street.The towered Italianate/Mansard house at 1049 Adams Street provides a memorable introduction 
to the area , standing as it does like a sentinel, on a rise overlooking the Adams/Richmond Street intersection. This 
house exhibits the massing of a towered Italianate villa with the towered portion nestled into the two intersecting 
components of the house. All three components, including the tower are enclosed by hip- on- mansard roofs. The 
tower's mansard exhibits an occulus window on each side. 


As already noted, the eastern end of Adams Street, near its intersection with Richmond Street, represents the oldest 
housing in the area with three pre -1850 houses exhibiting Greek Revival and in some cases Italianate stylistic 
characteristics.Several of these houses retain their large Victorian era stables. 1058 Adams Street is a noteworthy, 
very intact, gable - fronted side passage with rear ell. Greek Revival/Italianate hybrid. It is composed of a 3-bay x 
2-bay main block with two- and one-story rear ells. It appears to possess a side hall plan. Particularly memorable is 
its full length front porch with porch posts exhibiting open panels while curvilinear barge boarding appears beneath 
the roof eaves. The comers of this house exhibit paneled Doric pilasters. Still extant behind this house is its mid 19th 
century stable which is remarkable for its unusually formal door and window enframements. Next door to 1058, 
1066 Adams Street is an altered, L-shaped, side hall plan Greek Revival house which is followed by two, more 
recent "infill" houses. 1076 Adams Street is an important example of a Greek Revival double house. It stands 
with its broad (pedimented) end wall gable facing the street. Essentially T-shaped inform its entrances are located at 
the center of its 2.5 story, 4-bay x 4-bay main block.Particularly noteworthy are its classicized window and entrance 
enframements (tall windows with 6/9 wood sash on the first floor, main facade). Situated between 1076 and the 
Greek Revival/Italianate house at 1084 Adams Street is a T-shaped, 2-family Craftsman style house at 1080 Adams 
Street. 


Toa remarkable degree, 1084 Adams Street, with landscape elements such as mature trees and side driveway 
leading to a belvedere topped barn, captures the Curnier and Ives-like flavor of the Lower Mills East area during the 
mid 19th century. 1084 Adams Street isan Italianate house which displays an irregular form, encircling verandah 
, porch railings with punched and cut detailing, and narrow Doric comer boards. It stands with three bay end wall 
gable facing the street. Its front door is set within molded, segmental arch enframements.Still intact at the rear of the 
property is a belvedere-topped stable.The western portion of Adams Street (southern side) did not develop until the 
late19th century because it was still being utilized for agricultural purposes, hence the c.1890s Queen Anne housing 
such as 1122 Adams Street, with its irregular form and intact sheathing. The housing stock on the north side of 
Adams Street, between Richmond and Adams Street , is more of a "mixed bag", with everything from an L-shaped 
Greek Revival cottage at 1109 Adams Street, through an L-shaped , 2.5 story Italianate housing at 1075,1079, 
and 1119 Adams Street, to a late19th century Queen Anne at 1051 Adams Street. "Infill" housing from the 
first quarter of the 20th century includes the Dutch Colonial suburban residence at 1089 Adams Street (typical 
long rectangular form, symetrical main facade, distinctive Dutch gambrel) and Craftsman style housing at 
1101,1115 Adams Street and 16 Butler Street (comer of Adams). 16 Butler Street isa particularly 
noteworthy Craftsman / Colonial Revival house, complete with boxy 3-bay x 2-bay stucco covered form, projecting 
and enclosed entrance and side porches as well as exposed rafters beneath the hip roof. 


The Italianate style is by far the best represented style in this area, with most examples of this style dating from 
c. 1865-1880. Typically, 2.5 stories tall with L ot T-shaped forms, clapboard siding, 3-bay main facades and street 
facing, end wall gables with return eaves, these houses border Butler Street and central Richmond Street. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DORCHESTER EN 


Property Name: Lower Mills East 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Between c.1875 and 1895, a "third wave" of house construction activity in the area occurred. Representing mostly 
Queen Anne housing, 98 Richmond Street is representative of this late 19th century housing. Extant by 1884, this 
house was associated with the Emest R. Wendemuth family from the 1880's until c.1900. He was a local "boots and 
shoes and dry goods" dealer on Dorchester Avenue near Richmond Street. From c.1910 until at least the early 1930's 
this house was owned by Catherine F and Daniel F. Dunn. Also dating to c. 1880 is the Italianate vernacular house at 
110 Richmond Street. Built for Walter E. Swan "clerk on the water board", this house remained Swan-owned 
until at least 1933. Across the street at 113 Richmond Street is an Italianate/Mansard house owned by an Ethan A. 
Cushing, millwnght. Perhaps the "star" of this third building wave at Lower Mills East is 2 Butler Street, the well 
rendered Italianate /Suck house built for and undoubtedly by this neighborhood's late19th century builder James 
Pope. From the 1910's until at least the early 1930's, Frederick A. Frizzell, photographer lived here. 

Built between 1884 and 1894 ona lot carved from the Huntoon tract that stretched from 1084 Adams Street, 
westward across Butler and back to the railroad tracks is 1122 Adams Street. This Queen Anne house was the 
home of Clara A. Perkins, widow of Frederick, from c. 1890 until at least the early 1930's. By 1894, Henry Pierce 
of 1049 Adams Street had the Colonial Revival house at 1071 Adams Street built as an investment property. In 
1894 his business is listed as real estate. Thomas J. Glover may have been its first owner-occupant. He is listed as an 
"overseer". By 1933, Francis W. Mahoney, electrical engineer, lived here. Also dating to 1874-84 is the Queen Anne 
house at 1050 Adams Street built for Caroline D. Pope. It was later owhed by Frederick C. Adams, broker (by the 
early 1930's). 


Moderate "infill" building activity occurred in this area between 1895 and 1915, representing mostly Craftsman style 
housing although a pair of Shingle style houses were constructed at 1044 and 1046 Adams Street by Dorchester 
builder Patrick O' Hearn. O'Hearn was also the original owner of these buildings. More typical of housing built 
during this later period , although an unusually formal example, is the Craftsman/Colonial Revival house at 16 
‘Butler Street, built for N. P. Perkins et al. and by 1933 was the ome of Mary E. Tucker, teacher at the William E. 
Russell School and Charles E. Coursey, chauffer. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoRcH ESTER EN 


Property Name: Lower Mills East 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


The eastern end of Richmond Street is built up with early 19th century suburban housing types including boxy, 
rectangular, Colonial Revival 2-family houses at #'s 122,126 and 130 Richmond Street , a 2-story, hip roofed 
Queen Anne/Colonial Revival house at #118 Richmond Street and a Cape Cod cottage at #116 Richmond 
Street. 


To recap: Adams Street exhibits the broadest sweep of housing development overtime with pre-1850 Greek 
Revival and Greek Revival/Italianate houses (and stables) at its eastern end (southern side). 

On the north side and further west along Adams Street is a very diverse collection of housing ranging from Italianates 
through Queen Anne Colonial Revival and Craftsman housing. Richmond Street tends to be lined with L-and 
T-shaped Italianates along its central portion , with c. 1880's and 90's Queen Anne housing at its western end and 
early 20th century Colonial Revivals and Capes at its eastern end. Indeed, one of the most memorable streetscapes in 
this area is 100 to 130 Richmond Street, a rythmic progression of boxy forms leading the way to the villa at 
1049 Adams Street . 1049 Adams Street's assymetrical, towered form is rooted in the romantic taste of the mid 
19th century.The Stick Style makes a rare but noteworthy appearance at #2 Butler Street, corner of Richmond 
Street. (Stick saw tooth attic sheathing and king post mixed with Italianate irregular form, window enframements 
and Tuscan columned Colonial Revival verandah). The Shingle Style is represented at 1044 and 1046 Adams 
Street; obviously designed as a duo by an architect, these wood shingle clad houses display a witty relationship 
with #1044 's gambrel end walls facing east-west and #1046's gambrel profiles facing north south. Huntoon and 
Branchfield Streets, at the extreme southwestern comer of the district possess a collection of Queen Anne single 
family and three deckers that are of moderate architectural merit but are compatible with and sufficiently intact to be 
included with the more design-noteworthy housing bordering Richmond and Adams Streets. Particularly noteworthy 
at this end of the Lower Mills East area is #25 Medway Street, an L-shaped, wood frame house noteworthy for its 
stick work elements. 


From both an architectural and historical point of view, a segment of Dorchester Avenue is somewhat awkwardly 
included within the Lower Mills East area. Its houses and Catholic church complex relate more directly to the 
development of Lower Mills West. The inclusion of 2171 to 2227 Dorchester Avenue within the Lower Mills East 
area is predicated on the location of its contiguous, intact historic resources in relation to the nearest adjacent 
concentration of similar historic resources. St. Gregory's Roman Catholic Church at 2221 Dorchester Avenue 
represents an earlier church of 1863-64 that was extensively rebuilt between 1895 and 1902. Originally designed by 
Brooklyn, New York -based church architect Patrick C. Keeley, its present appearance dates to the turn-of 
-the-century remodeling by Boston architect Patrick W. Ford. This Gothic Revival church is constructed of red 
pressed and common brick with brownstone and molded brick trimmings . It rests upon a rubble and quarry-faced 
granite foundation. The floor plan is that of a Latin Cross with two sacnisties flanking the sanctuary at the head of the 
cross. The steeply pitched roofs of the nave and the transept are clad with gray slate tiles. Rising from the point of 
the nave and transepts' gable roofs' intersection is a low octagonal copper belvedere with louvered windows and 
pyramidal roof cap. The unusual main facade is characterized by a broad central gable flanked by round, connically 
capped, gold cross-topped towers. These distinctive towers render this church a major landmark on the Lower Mills 
*skyline" and when viewed from elevated areas such as Codman Hill , serve to locate and contribute to the 
sull-discernable village qualities of this area. The central gable's first floor is treated as a pointed arch loggia with 
entrances set within the two center arches. Above the entrances is a great recessed brick and brownstone trimmed 
pointed arch which contains five lancet windows of graduated height (continued). 


a a hes ; 7 
: ran Tree 7 an , 
ss un Mortacn marine 1 4204 


7 ’ — 


Owe . eTrrsauay 
=e mete  vusteisse arlt” 


sams terqes | 


ee np ge — 


Nor!) Louminod grin wagiontw rio) womigont fe omeie dhe 


Beunines ociichoesd is 


4 Metod soit UR A Pikes yt ote eye swuinss et yi dite Maud 2) i902 boomed i baod 


loon cid igh’ 6, AE BAAR UE) yw 82.851 wR te eoewed ylirn'- ah a5] (ninoleD pe 


bevencdoh 8 OT TR i SoRNGo TOO way) 8 bor eee BLT bn nny ier latency, 


f x er os 

lest) (989 RIVE BID iret 4m ihc) JO Gee WE ashen ar ‘vo leowe capa “ae 

Oe ere GON} ‘h ron ai! Ie laskine bev) seamen 6 § eh nviveast sa rie “y 

stecteiie:) mont yar inen pee to Roesles seb ov a at Het? eeebA als vow tein bas sabreain 

bend ine Bont otepriner tere beortdol Gd goeuor masala bag lho) 55 lonoloD st heel 

bee bern whip a igi sent, nO. ee bow eC» dive, polity bcos et quale Sena 

Nt een pie veRo Roast avh Nb inci Desire? bes centews ad: te Sag Das elevires 1 iainoloDs 

netlie oa av Vina od g ibRed Sane} Vsred to woheemee (| suv @, doaut?’ ero iAR GE! oF 

need cy ond Deion a Wi Leica) e116 WO Lenignnyann WeaUe ene A ehOT . & wy 

beeper it Ke ere) IWS wily Ee Lh tn ats Yuin Tad ter a astern obi Wain SAT 

‘eaialies web ft) shoe «crit 1 barieny Wag nth bes gridinale a ipebairs: 

Pesan OPO bas F500 tr tows yo) 8 2) ce oT hi levi) (sudo) becaa ie 

prerent® pyic MRED aeewi yi! Lato oo yurty boar sere ‘sos tas yd ub 2 26 haengiawh Yh 

Pe sgemer sr sitgOd cious ioe} eolrtow leitean 2ARG DT hea Seeing} eine Ore nadine vs 
ots gaive Set eet’ Meh maiden lee, & zap2ant Sor edy oth! _ Oo maeeweloR sara ys :13-t6 pach a — ; 

Sd'os eaane shen wigs hes Gita ore bens? Vuh na tom Seivins atiiabom wos eh res 


fe@e DD 
J 


Pee 


eric 


Yinovesion visa aN wMbA tues f-w onda tuisalend ake ; yebeuy. 
1h REINA GEREN trim cba<iac'2- 3 a. OWEN one in praiee © 
he Aer _ ’ b ue, - 4 
Lee ots 7 


{ltniewvo mdoratton eet s Indesio etl jo Innes ¥ 
@.  ettos yoo: Wey ee Sane: 1 went: » yt nal + 
rial vow gt ritiw quite A voteswtowt) SENS on VES 
fevisgs sh Gt.eoiteier ti preven shone | 
Tomes wi 1 6 AsweD ole hin? te nos + 5 
sob yiighient? ICE bass Pat coo iad tut yo 
Vv de om ur: ary at yoteaal >. Ly 
ten %e bs Mavala rent nfo etd TT tl W 
. : asere sl. a polenta nae etalon 
ait TR ep 
«Cielito ce 
ra vy fe boaig dtp. st veh a fy aR iW Waren Atier hats Tt Ii Bi s) 
minut era rok <egre . leit Kleist: ulead 
bahlicattaninye 1 yah tapi ib) wi ‘ pen 


ma 
oth a eT in 8 evi “" 


i 


INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
Doreen ESTER EN 


Property Name: Lower Mills East 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


The Greek Revival house at 1109 Adams Street may be the house labeled Packard on the 1850 Map. By 1874 it 
was owned by Eldridge G. Packard, piano maker. This house provides an important physical link with the 
woodworking industries at Lower Mills (including furniture, pianos and bas-viols).Benjamin Crehore started the 
manufacture of piano fortes at Lower Mills during the early 19th century. Additionally, Colonel Stephen Badlam and 
Edward H. R. Ruggles were important furniture makers in this area during the Federal period. In any event, Packards 
owned 1109 Adams Street until c.1900. During the 1910's, an Adeline D. Moulton lived here. During the late 1910s 
until at least the early 193's the family of James D. Otis, "repair man" lived here. The Greek Revival house at 1109 
Adams Street may be the house labeled Packard on the 1850 Map. By 1874 it was owned by Eldridge G. Packard, 
piano maker. Other early houses in this area include the Late Federal/Italianate house at 2201 Dorchester Avenue 
and the double workers house to the rear. The William Gaskin house at 2201 was probably extant by 1850, although 
it is hard to tell from the map of that year. In 1869 this house was valued at $1,600 while a shop on this property was 
valued at $300.00. This shop may well represent 6,8 Gregory Street behind this house. Directories do not list 
William Gaskins' trade. Gregory Street started out as a cul de sac/driveway leading to 6,8 Gregory Street originally 
called Bellows Place. A Fred Gaskins owned this house during the early 1930s. At that time, Amanda Hildred, 
dressmaker, Adeline S. Baxter and F. Parker Swallow lived at 6,8 Gregory Street. 


During the early 1860's the first Roman Catholic church in Dorchester was established at 2221 Dorchester 
Avenue. Only a decade earlier, Dorchester had been almost exclusively Protestant. Sadly, a Catholic church nearing 
completion on Washington Street in Dorchester had been burned to the ground in 1854 by "some ruffians" in an 
incident that may have been orchestrated by a national political organization aptly named the "Know Nothing" party. 
By the early 1860s, the opposition to Catholic church construction had dissapated and by the time St. Gregory's was 
completed in 1864, Dorchester had a relatively large, primarily middle class Irish immigrant population. In 1865, 
1,647 out of 10,717 or 20% of the residents of Dorchester were born in Ireland.The newly created Dorchester Parish 
included the towns of Milton, Hyde Park and a section of Quincy called Atlantic-Squantum. The founding pastor of 
St. Gregory's was Fr. Thomas R. Mc Nulty. In 1870 the parish lost its first territory; Hyde Park, a new town 
made up from parts of Milton, Dedham, and West Roxbury, became a parish unto itself. In 1871 the Atlantic- 
Squantum territory was added to the Quincy parish. In 1872, St. Gregory's experienced a major watershed in its 
history with the partitioning of the northern half of Dorchester to St. Peter's Parish .During the pastorate of 
Fr.William H. Fitzpatrick ( 1875 - 1913), St. Gregory's experienced a great expansion of its congregation , church 
buildings and properties. Fr. Fitzpatrick was born in Earltown, Colchester , Nova Scotia in 1832. He immigrated to 
the Boston area in 1852 and worked his way through Holy Cross College, Worcester, graduating in 1856. 


The first St. Gregory's Church was described as a ‘neat brick building". It was designed by Patrick C. Keeley 
(1816-1896), a Brooklyn , New York -based architect . Born in Kilkenny, Ireland, Keeley immigrated to the United 
States in 1841. He is reputed to have built at least SOO Roman Catholic churches and cathedrals in New York state 
alone, exclusive of New York City. Keeley's Boston work includes the St. James Church on Harrison Avenue in 
Chinatown (1850's), St. Frances De Sales R.C. Church in Charlestown (1859-62), the Church of the Immaculate 
Conception (early 1860's) and the Cathedral of the Holy Cross (1865-75) in Boston's South End. Between 1894 
and 1902, St. Gregory's was completely remodeled and enlarged. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DorncHESTEfa EN 


Property Name: Lower Mills East 


Indicate each item on inventory form which 1s being continued below. 


Historical Narrative continued 


This undertaking included the construction of a completely new main facade and a transept was added at the rear, with 
large vestry rooms, giving a seating capacity in the upper church of 1200, and in the basement of 1,000. 


In 1878, lighting struck the onginal church's 130 foot steeple. The steeple had to be taken down and repairs to the 
roof and interior of the church were necessary. Designs for the remodeling of St. Gregory's were provided by 
Boston church architect Patrick W. Ford. During the 1870's Ford collaborated with Keeley on the Sacred Heart 
Church in East Cambridge. He was also responsible for the design of St. Phillips Church in the South End .One 
measure of how far the Catholic Church had come in terms of community acceptance by Protestants was industrialist 
Henry L. Pierce's generous bequest of $3,000.00 to st. Gregory's in 1899. According to St. Gregory's historian 
The Reverend Michael Parise, "this was a significant donation since Henry L. Pierce was responsible for a forty year 
expansion of the Baker Chocolate Mills which made Lower Mills famous. The mills employed hundreds of St. 
Gregory parishoners and supported the community until 1960 when the operation was moved by General Foods to 
Maryland." Under the pastorate of Rev. Francis X. Dolan (1914-1944), the focus of St. Gregory's Parish was toa 
great extent the building of an outstanding Catholic education for the children of its parishoners. In 1915, ninety-five 
children were enrolled in the first and second grades of the new school at 2234 Dorchester Avenue. 


Retuming to post Civil War residential construction it should be noted that little in the way of house building occurred 
in this area until the late 1860's/early 1870's, despite the nearby industnal concerns such as Baker's Chocalate and 
access to the railroad. By that time, carpenter/builders like James F. Pope were active in the house construction 
business in this area. James F. Pope undoubtedly built the Italianate house at 1119 Adams Street. Pope is listed in 
the 1874 Directory as a carpenter and builder. In the 1869 Tax Evaluation of Dorchester, Pope is listed as owning land 
on Adams Street but no house was mentioned. By 1884, an ElizabethT. Daly owned this house. By 1933, Harold B. 
Daly, clerk and William J. Mason , "Police Division 4" lived here. Another house that James F. Pope owned and 
probably built c.1870 is the Italianate house at 12 Butler Street. It was part of his multi- lot tract at Butler and 
Adams Street. Butler Street is shown on the 1874 Alas as a proposed street. By 1910, a Stephen A. Pope lived here. 
By 1933 Etta M. and Richard D. Schmidt, physician owned this house. Pope probably built the c. early 1870's 
double (workers?) housing at Richmond Street and Swan Court( 103/105 and 107/109 Richmond Street 
).Another product of c.early 1870's moderate building activity at Lower Mills East -and a stellar example at that- is 
the Italianate/ Mansard villa at 1049 Adams Street. This house is listed as "House in process" in the 1869 Taxable 
Valuation of the Town of Dorchester. It was built for Henry Pierce of T.C. Bacon & Co., 1 Union Wharf. Pierce was 
a major land owner in this area,owning 9 acres of Neponset River Marsh in addition to his 59,888 square foot house 
lot. This house remained in the Pierce family until the 1910's. By 1933, this house was owned by Carl Herman 
Frejd, wood grader. The Italianate George S. Estey house at 1075 Adams Street was built during the early 1870s. 
Estey was part of middle management at Walter Baker (Chocolate) & Co. He is listed as a superintendant. This house 
remained in the Estey family until the 1910's when it passed to a C. H. Chute and by 1933 was owned by Halbert E. 
Jackman, clerk , Exchange Place. 1079 Adams Street is an Italianate house built for John A. Tucker, harness 
maker who worked "near River Street". This house is listed in the 1869 Taxable Valuation of the Town of Dorchester. 
Tuckers lived here until c. 1920. By 1933 Mary and William G. Swan and Harry H. Hynes, sales manager lived here 
(continued). 
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VE R ORM NTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DoR CHESTER =n 


Property Name: Lower Mills East 


Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Rising from the center of the brownstone - edged central gable is a gold cross. St. Gregory's side walls are pierced by 
six tall lancet windows. Noteworthy interior features include oak pews, a ceiling elaborately stenciled with geometric 
and floral designs in red, blue, green, black and gold leaf. The interior coloumns were once marbelized and each has 
a shallow Corinthian capital. The Corinthian acanthus leaf motif is continued in the gilt cornice below the ceiling as 
well as in the smaller half-coloumns and pilasters found throughout the church. 


Historical Narrative continued 


Between c. 1875 and 1895, a "third wave" of house construction activity in the area occurred. Representing mostly 
Queen Anne housing, 98 Richmond Street is representative of this late 19th century housing. Extant by 1884, this 
house was associated with the Ernest R. Wendermuth family from the 1880s until c.1900. He was a local "boots, 
shoes and dry goods " dealer on Dorchester Avenue near Richmond Street. From the 1910s until at least the early 
1930s, this house was owned by Catherine F. and Daniel F. Dunn. Also dating to c. 1880 is the Italianate house at 
110 Richmond Street. Built for Walter E. Swan "clerk on the water board", this house remained Swan-owned 
until at least 1933. Across the street at 113 Richmond Street is an Italianate/Mansard house owned by an Eathan 
A. Cushing, millwright. Perhaps the "star" of this third building wave at Lower Mills East is 2 Butler Street, the 
Italianate/ Stick house built for and undoubtedly by this neighborhood's late 19th century builder James Pope. From 
the 1910s until at least the early 1930s, Frederick A. Frizzell, photographer lived here. Built between 1884 and 1804 
on a lot carved from the Huntoon tract that stretched from 1084 Adams Street, westward across Butler and back to the 
railroad tracks is 122 Adams Street. This Queen Anne house was the home of Clara A. Perkins, widow of 
Frederick, from c.1890 until at least the early 1930s. By 1894, Henry Pierce of 1049 Adams Street commissioned 
the construction of 1071Adams Street as an investment property. Thomas J. Glover may have been the first 
owner-occupant of 1071 Adams Street; his occupation is listed as "overseer". By 1933, Francis W. Mahoney, 
electrical engineer lived here. Also dating to between 1874 and 1884 is the Queen Anne house at 1050 Adams 
Street built for Caroline D. Pope. By the early 1930s, it was later owned by Frederick C. Adams, broker . 


Moderate "infill" building activity occurred in this area between 1895 and 1915, represenung mostly Craftsman style 
housing although a pair of Shingle style houses were constructed at 1044 and 1046 Adams Street by Dorchester 
builder Patrick O'Hearn, the original owner of these buildings. More typical of housing built during this later period, 
although an unusually formal example, is the Craftsman/Colonial Revival house at 16 Butler Street, built for N.P. 
Perkins et al. and by 1933 was the home of Mary E. Tucker, teacher at the William E. Russell School and Charles E. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 


Community: Form No: 
DORCHESTER EN 


Property Name: Lower Mills East 


Indicate each item on inventory form which 1s being continued below. 


Architectural Description continued 


Diagonally across the street from St. Gregory's Roman Catholic Church and adjacent on the north to Dorchester Park 
is St. Gregory's Convent and St. Gregory's Grammar School at 2214 Dorchester Avenue. 


The former St. Gregory's Convent was built in a restrained Georgian Revival style in 1920-21. Constructed of 
red brick and nising to a height of three stories, it is enclosed by a flat roof. Its S-bay main block has a perpendicular 
rear ell. The main facade's center entry is reached via a flight of stone steps; the entrance is boldly set off by 
engaged and banded Tuscan columns. These columns are surmounted by a tnglyph -ornamented entablature. The 
entablature, in turn, is surmounted by an ornamental placque which is flanked by small obelisks nsing from plinths. 
Above these ornate entrance enframements is a fully enframed, broken pedimented window. Aside from the entrance 
bay's exceptional ornamentation this is an extrmely plain building which culminates in a tall parapet with stepped and 
pedimented cresting. 


St. Gregory's Parochial Grammar School isa T-shaped, Tudoresque institutional building that was built in 
1915. It is a two story structure which is constructed of red brick with granite trimmings and ts enclosed by a flat 
roof. Like the convent, most of its architectural interest lies in its ornate entrance bay with the remaining wall surfaces 
treated in an austere manner. Its three -bay main facade is flanked by projecting wings. Banks of five contiguous 
windows are located on either side of the entrance bay and on the main facade's of the wings. The entrance bay is 
characterized by a dense concentration of ornament and culminates in a shaped gable. The main entrance is recessed 
within a semi-circular console keystone arch and is surmounted by a panel exhibiting a checker board pattern of bricks 
and granite. At the second floor is a tripartite Tudor window which is flanked by small, narrow windows. At the 
center of the parapet's shaped gable is a heraldic shield surrounded by stone floral forms carved in high relief. 


Moving northward along the west side of Dorchester Avenue , the boundary line terminates just south of the modern 
apartment building at 2163 Dorchester Avenue.The section of Dorchester Avenue from 2171 to 2207 Dorchester 
Avenue represents a diverse collection of mid-late 19th century housing, including Queen Anne single and two 
family dwellings and three deckers. The oldest house along this stretch of Dorchester Avenue across from Dorchester 
Park is the Late Federal / Italianate house at the south west corner of Dorchester Avenue and Gregory Street 
(address unclear, possibly 2197 Dorchester Avenue). Pre-dating 1850 , this Late Federal/Italianate 5-bay , two 
pile , center entrance house features Italianate window enframements, cornice brackets and arched attic windows. Its 
edges are accented by pilasters and its volume is enclosed by a gable roof. 
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AREA FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community Property Address _ 
Dorchester LW MNS E254 


Massachusetts Histoncal Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard Arca Form No. 


Boston, MA 02125 Cee 


—eosome=™ Area Boundary O Circled properties -- 
Prepared June 17, 1995 See attached photographs 
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